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Message from the Chair
Are we getting “all the democracy we can handle” yet? Whew!

Summer is winding down, the kids will be back in school soon, and
we'll be digging in for the winter. But in the 34t District Democrats, we
are pouring on the coal.

Cur main agenda topic for the Septermber meeting should raise the
temperature in the Hall. It will be the rising cost of medical malpractice
insurance, what to do about it, and how it affects us.

Insurers, haspitals, and the Washington State Medical Association
think they know what to do about it. They have placed on the ballot
Initiative 330, which would put a cap on certain malpractice awerds.
Summarized on the Secretary of State’s Web site, it claims:

This measure would change laws governing claims for negligent
healthcare, including restricting non-economic damages to
$350,000 (with exception), shortening time limits for filing cases,
limiting repayments to insurers and limiting claimants’ attorney
fees.

The full text of the initiative is posted on our Web site 34dems.org.

Speaking for 1-330 will be Dr. Ron Morris, a family physician from
Puyallup, and a trustee of the Washington State Medical Association.
Ron's pasition on 1-330 might be at odds with mine. But he is an active
Democrat, a Precinct Committee Officer in the 250 District, a former
Democratic Candidate for the State Legislature who | campaigned for,
and a present candidate for the Pierce County Charter Review Board.

Scheduled to speak against I-330 are our State Representative,
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Meeting Notice

September 14, 2005
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

This month only, our meeting will be
in the back meeting room, convenient
to the Hall's parking lot.

There will be a discussion on the following
initiatives that will be on the ballot in November:
Initiative 330 Limits Healthcare Liability

Initiative 336 Healthcare Insurance and Malpractice
Initiative 900 State Performance Audits

Initiative 901 Expands Smoking Prohibitions
Initiative 912 Repeal Motor Vehicle Gas Tax

King County Council Candidate Geni Hawkins will
Make a short visit

Aresolution on Irag will be considered along with
two separate resolutions on Southwest's proposed
move to Boeing Feld. See Pages 5 and 6.

Be sure to read the Message from the Chair for
details on the meeting

Eileen Cody, chair of the House Health Care Committee; attorney Reed Schifferman of Stritmeatter Kessler Whelan
Whitney Coluccio, an experienced malpractice litigator who has represented both plaintiffs and defendants, and Barbara
Hye, chair of the Committee for No on I-330 and the former Executive Director of Washington Citizen Action.

Yk Kk

A constant refrain | hear from Seattle Democrats is: “Our area is so Democratic! | want to work in a campaign where | can

make a difference and help us knock off a Republican!”

Well, here’s your chance. Geni Hawkins, Democratic candidate
for King County Council District 7, will be at our meeting to tell us
of her bid to unseat a longtime nemesis, Democrat-turned-
conservative Republican Peter von Reichbauer, in the new
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County Council district that includes Auburn and Federal Way.
Geni's Web site is www.hawkinsdkec.org.

Because the 34t is now associated with the South King County
Democrats, both Geni's race and Julia Patterson’s re-election
campaign should be on our radar screens.
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Sarah Earl is not only our Treasurer, a big job in itself, but
she is a linchpin in our district for volunteer efforts. With all
her work it's no wonder she was awarded a Warren G.
Magnuson Award, or Maggie, by the Washington State
Democrats. She has organized and staffed outreach booths
and community events and spent hours registering voters
and recruiting new members and volunteers. Not only that

but Sarah is fun to be with and volunteers like working with
her.

Sarah is an engineer who runs her own business and is out of town much of the time,
which is why she wasn'’t able to accept her award at the ceremony. So her husband,
Brian, accepted for her. The presenter told of her work with volunteers done with and
attitude of extreme humility and grace. Her impeccable track record of reliability,
organizational skills and approachable personality has made her a valuable member
of our district.

Tim Nuse, Second Vice Chair, has this to say: “I personally have a great amount of
gratitude for Sarah as she is the first Executive Board member | met at our district
caucus last year. The impression she first made and continues to make gives me the
motivation to give 110% to my district and our Party. And | am sure she does the
same for many others.” Congratulations, Sarah.

By the time you receive this newsletter, Jeff Gringer, his wife Galina, and daughter
Sophie should be in Arlington, Virginia and Jeff should be getting ready for his training
for the foreign service. After around a year of testing and interviewing, Jeff was
accepted by the State Department to represent our country as a consular officer. As a
consular officer, his duties will run from helping you when you lose your passport to
helping you get out of the country if there is trouble. If you get arrested, Jeff will see
that you get legal counsel. They also review visa applications and decide whether or
not to issue it. When Congressional committees come to visit, it will be his job to greet
them and show them around.

Jeff won’t know where he will be posted until around the end of September or
beginning of October, but his preference is St. Petersburg, Kiev, or Minsk. Since he
has an undergraduate degree in Russian and a masters in Russian Literature, this
would certainly seem logical. But, says Jeff, “theoretically they could send me to
Pakistan and insist | take 18 months of intensive Urdu training.” His biggest worry is
that he be sent somewhere where his family could not follow him, like Haiti. He
thinks that this is highly unlikely because of his background and it’s still a worry, but
unless he’s sent to Urdu or Haiti, he should be done with training in December or
January and dispatched overseas.

Jeff joined the district a little over a year ago when he
was working on the Kerry campaign. He’s one of
those people who, without any fanfare, gets in there
and does what needs to be done. His first contact
with our district was before the precinct caucuses
when he asked what he could do, and we put him to
work. If there’s a clean-up event in White Center,
you'll find him there, or carrying signs in Burien. Jeff
is always there and Sophie’s usually with him.

He has promised to keep up his membership so he’ll
still be in contact. Good luck in your new life, Jeff.
We’'ll miss you.
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Volunteer Opportunities

We’'ve Got Jim’s Back

Show your Congressman how

much you appreciate him all

he’s done for us in the 7th

Congressional District and host

a house party on Sunday,
September 25 from 1 to 3 in the afternoon to help him out
with his legal bills. The Republicans are really going after
him on this and it looks like they are trying to bleed him to
death financially. There will be a conference call with the
Congressman during the party. House party hosts will
receive a house party kit and an “I've Got Jim’s Back” t-
shirt. The suggested donation for the parties will be $35.
To sign up, e-mail houseparty@mcdermottforcongress.
com or call Kelley Bevans at 604-4548. For more
information go to mcdermottforcongress.com.

Mailing Party

The newsletter mailing party will be at 11:00 on Saturday,
October 1 at Jackie Dupras’ home. Call her if you would
like to help.

Outreach Community Event

Join us on Saturday, September 24 from 9:00 to 1:00 as
we help a disabled or senior member of our community
with yard work or light landscaping. Call Steve Karbowski
at 206-856-7837 for details.

Tenth Annual Garden Party

Our annual Garden Party and Auction will be held on
September 16 at West Seattle Nursery. If you would like to
help with setting up, signing people in, calling people for
auction items, or anything else that you would do at an
auction, please call lvan Weiss.

West Seattle Farmers’ Market

Jackie Dupras and Beth Grieser are registering voters,
recruiting members, getting to know local Democrats, and
selling buttons for the West Seattle Democratic Women'’s
Scholarship Fund every Sunday from 10:00 to 2:00 unless
the rain drives us out. If you would like to join us call
Jackie Dupras.

As you are sitting here on a nice warm dry day in an
area where the lakes have a tendency to stay where
they belong, think about the people in New Orleans and
send a little money to the Red Cross.

Meeting Announcements

Executive Board Meeting

The Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, September
21 at Ann Martin’s home. All members are welcome.

Outreach Committee

The Outreach Committee will meet on Tuesday,
September 13 at 7:00 at Steve Karbowsksi’s house at
3413 37th Ave SW. to discuss canvassing for the
upcoming election, community events and Transportation
Issues forum. Call Steve at 935-9207 if you are interested.

West Seattle Democratic Women

The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic Women
will be at 11:30 on Thursday, September 22 at Daystar,
across from Westwood Village on Barton street. The cost
of lunch is $6.00 and includes coffee and dessert. The
speaker for September will be Jennifer James, cultural
anthropologist and former KIRO commentator—and 34th
District member. This is a meeting you don’t want to miss.
RSVP to Margaret Swan at mestuvw@seanet.com or
767-0351. For ease in bookkeeping, checks, made out to
Daystar, are preferred.

Notices

West Seattle Food Bank

Keep saving those Morgan Street Thriftway
and Metropolitan Market receipts. These e
West Seattle grocery stores will donate 1%
of your total to the West Seattle Food
Bank. Just drop them off in the big bag at
the membership table in the back of the room as you come
in the door.

We Could Use More Auction Iltems

The Garden Party is coming up soon and while we’ve got
a lot great stuff, we could always use more. If you have
anything you would like to donate contact Bruce Stotler.

Poll Workers Needed

King County has announced that 500 more poll workers
are needed because of a change in procedures requiring
an extra judge at each polling site. The day is long and the
pay is poor ($113 for a 15 hour day) but you will know you
have played your part in preventing another election like
the one in 2004. If you are interested, call King County
Elections at 296-1606.
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Sample Ballot
The following candidates have been endorsed by the
3Ath District Democrats. You are entitled by law to take
this sample ballot into the voting booth with you.
| King County
I County Executive Ron Sims
|
: County Council Position 7 Dow Constantine
I
I King County Sheriff Greg Schmidkt
: Sue Rahr
| City of Seattle
: Mayor Greg Nickels
: City Attorney TomCarr
I
| Gty Council Position 2 Richard Conlin
|
| Gity Council Position 4 No Endorsement
I
I City Council Position 6 Nick Licata
|
I City Council Position 8 Dwight Pelz
I Robert Rosencrantz
|
| Port of Seattle
: Position 1 No Endorsement
| Position 3 Richard Berkowitz
I Peter Coates
: Lloyd Hara
|
: Position 4 Jack Jolley
I - -
| Seattle Popular Monorail Authority
| Position 8 Cindi Laws
|
: Position 9 Cleve Stockmeyer
|
| . . .
| Burien Gity Council
| Position 1 Sue Blazak
|
: Position 3 Joan McGuilton
|
| Position 5 No Endorsement

Qur annual endorserment meeting was held on August 13. The
candidates that received our endorsement for the September primary
are shown on the sanple ballot. In addition, we endorsed Linda
Thompson-Black and Cheryl Chow for Seattle School Board Position
7 and Mary Bass for Position 5. These positions are not shown on the
Sample Ballot because School Board positions are voted by district in
the primary and the whole city in the general election. Irene Stewart is
our representative and her pasition is not up for election this year.

The minutes with show the nominators and totals are on our website
34dems.org and will be available at our September 14 meeting.

In the otherwise excellent article in the August Newsletter titled @ Was
A Busy, Busy month", no mention was made of the Vashon Maury
Island Democrats@resence at the Strawberry Festival. Our popular
booth featured a Pin The Motto On The Donkey contest. Originally the
idea was to have a contest for the best motto, but so many great ones
were generated that we switched to a drawing of entrant® name for
our daily prizes, Democratic tote bags. Dow® marchers made an
impressive contribution to the parade and were warmly received by
the crond.

August 20 was the date for our Annual Island Democratic Picnic with
many candidates for local office on Vashon in attendance along with
District and County candidates.

Island Democrats will take part in The Vashon Progressive Alliance
Labor Day Picnic. Eleven organizations including The Democrats, The
Backbone Campaign, Vashon Islanders for Peace, Washington Public
Campaigns, and Democracy for America, among others, are coming
together for an old fashioned Labor Day of speeches with a real soap
box to stand on, music, food, and fun. Each organization will have a
booth with an action activity. Each group is helping with putting on the
event. The Democrats contribution is to give each person a Passport
to Freedomwhich will be stamped when they complete the booth®
action, and each group is contributing to a grand prize to be awarded
one of the people who conplete their passport.

Vashon Maury Island is overwhelmingly Democratic and we are
working hard to make it even more so.
Jennie Hodgson

[I apologize for forgetting the most Democratic part of our District and
what sounds like a really fun event. Sometimes what's happening on
Vashon gets left out simply because | don't know abot it, but this was
certainly not the case here. | just wasn't paying attention and | am
sorry. Jackie]

Treasurer’s Report
Balance at end of July
Expenses
Income
Balance at end of August

$6,544.92
979.75
918.00
$5,783.17




We will be considering two resolutions at our next meeting
concerning Southwest Airlines proposed move to Boeing FHeld
They are both quite long but are summarized below. Copies of
the complete resolutions will be available at the September
meeting or go to the meeting agenda page of 34dems.org.

The resolution proposed by Chris Arkills calls for the County
Executive and Council to oppose the move; the ather,
proposed by Ann Martin, calls for not going ahead until it has a
“clean hill of health” based on a careful analysis funded by
Southwest Airlines.

The whereas paragraphs are similar except that Chris Arkills’
have stronger language than Ann Martin's. Some changes are
more along the line of language clarifications. The following
concerns are covered in both versions of the resolution:

The Whereas paragraphs point out that moving Southwest
Airlines to Boeing Field would add 76 more large jet operations
per day to Boeing Feld airspace and that Southwest has
already suggested that they would add more flights to and from
Boeing Feld; that other carriers may be forced to add
operations at Boeing Field to compete with Southwest; that
Boeing Feld flight paths currently create serious noise

impacts; that moving two million passengers and perhaps
more would mean a huge increase in traffic; and that Sea-Tac
has its own freeway leading to the terminal and is connected to
various highways and a planned light rail connection in 2009.
Boeing Feld is less well connected to the transportation
system

In Ann Martin's version, the Whereas paragraphs end here and
concludes with the following section:

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the 34th District Democrats
as follows:

The County must carefully analyze the effects of the proposed
move on noise and traffic in the vicinity of Boeing Feld and
beyond throughout Seattle and surrounding communities,
including likely cumulative effects of competitive moves by
other airlines

The review process should be open and transparent to the
public allowing for timely and ongoing review and comment.

Tax revenues should not be used to pay for infrastructure

projects required to mitigate the impacts of this proposal,
thereby benefiting a private corporation at public expense.

The adverse econoric effects of this move on Sea-Tac Airport
and other airlines should be considered as a part of this review
so that the region has a more complete understanding of how
this move will affect substantial existing investments.

This move should not go forward without a “clean bill of health”
based on the analysis described above.

Chris Arkill's version points out that there are no hotel, parking,
rental car, concessions in the area and that it could displace
current businesses which provide jobs and tax revenue.

The last Whereas paragraphs points to the billions of dollars
being invested in the new rurway, terminal improverments and
roadway access projects which Southwest Airlines approved
but whose share of the costs would be borme by the other
airlines which could drive more flights to Boeing Field, siting a
second regional commercial airport inside the city for years to
come.

Chris Arkills' Resolution concludes with the following:
Be it resolved by the 34th District Democrats as follows:

We are deeply concerned about the Southwest Airlines
proposal to move operations to Boeing Field, thereby
significantly increasing noise over Seattle neighborhoods and
affecting adversely vehicle traffic throughout Seattle

e believe that the Southwest Airlines proposal should take
into account regional transportation investments and planning.
Creating a second major regional passenger within the City of
Seattle will require major new investments in noise abatement,
traffic improverments, business relocation, and other potential
Costs.

We are further concerned that the Southwest proposal may
also have serious effects on the continued health and
operations of Sea-Tac International Airport which will affect the
entire region.

We urge the King County Executive, the King County Council
to oppose Southwest Airlines’ proposal to move its operations
to Boeing Field. If Southwest wishes this proposal to be
considered, they should pay for further studies on the issue,
relieving the financial burden on the taxpayers.

Tuesday, Septermber 13
6:00t0 8:00 pm

Suggested Donation $34

2311 Cdlifornia Ave SW e \West Seattle
Just north of the Admiral Theater

RSVP or Questions 206-935-7593

%

+

|
, T

N

% 9% ™



%/
/

% +

%/

=3

%

——~ o~

-%

H

The following resolution, proposed by John Repp and Karen
Farmnsworth, will be considered at our September meeting:

Whereas, the Bush administration®rationales for the invasion
of Irag, i.e. Saddam Hussein® possession of weapons of mass
destruction and his links to terrorists, have proven to be false;

Whereas, the occupation has become a galvanizing force in
the recruitment of terrorists worldwide and inside Irag;

Whereas, the occupation has also increased hatred of the
United States in the Arab world;

Whereas, permanent military bases will be perceived by the
proud and independent Iragi people as an occupation and will
fuel the insurgency;

Whereas, a groning number of senior American military
officers in Iraq have concluded that no long-term military
solutions exist;

Whereas, the war in Iraq has already cost the United States
$300 week diverting resources needed for meeting domestic
needs;

Whereas, the membership of the 34th LD Democrats sense
that this invasion and occupation are wrong, deplore the loss
of life and destruction in Irag, and do not wish to be complicit;

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That--

1. The Secretary of the 34th LD Democrats write a letter
informing Washington State® Congressional delegation of this
petition and urging themto join Representative Adam Smith
and Representative Jim McDermott in supporting
Representative Barbara Lee® Resolution calling for no
permanent US military bases in Iraq (H. Con. Res. 197).
Representatives McDermott and Inslee are also sponsors of
@aq Sovereignty Promotion Act of 2005@0o declare that it is
the policy of the United States not to maintain a long-term or
permanent military presence in Irag. The letter to
Representative McDermott thank him for his co-sponsorship of
HR 197 and sponsorship of HR 3142 and the letter to
Representative Inslee should thank him for his sponsorship of
HR 3142.

2. The Secretary the 34th LD Democrats write letters to
Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray informing them of
this petition and urging themto support S. Res 171 expressing
the sense of the Senate that the President should submit to
Congress a report on the time frame for the withdrawal of
United States troops from Irag.

3. That the King County Committeewoman and/or King County
Committeernan present this petition to the next meeting of the
King County Democratic Central Committee.

4. The State Committeerman/Comimitteeworman present this
petition to the next meeting of the Washington State
Democratic Central Committee.

The following candidates for positions that are of interest to
members of the 34th District are endorsed by the King County
Democrats:

King County Executive Ron Sims

King County Council Position 7 Dow Constantine
Mayor of Seattle Greg Nickels
Seattle Gity Attorney Tom Carr

Seattle Gity Council Position 2 Richard Conlin
Seattle Gity Council Position 4 Jan Drago

Seattle City Council Position 6 Nick Licata
Seattle Gity Council Position 8 Dwight Pelz
Burien City Council Position 1 Sue Blazak
Burien City Council, Position 3 Joan McGuilton
Burien City Council Position 5 Stephen Lamphear
Seattle Monorail Board Position 8 Cindi Laws
Seattle Monorail Board Paosition 9 Cleve Stockmeyer

The King County Democrats elected a new Second Vice Chair
at their meeting on August 23 to fill the vacancy left by the
resignation of Marie Yamamoto. Rob Holland fromthe 37th
District Democrats was elected to serve as the new vice chair
and chair of the community outreach committee.

The quarterly Washington State Democrats meeting will be
held on September 16 and 17 at the Quality Inn Conference
Center in Everett at 101—128th Street. All Democrats are
welcome and encouraged to attend and observe. The
people are friendly and it's a good way to get new ideas,
energy and understand the processes and some of the stories
and peaple behind the headlines. If you need a ride, call Leslie
Harris or Ivan Weiss.

Friday evening is devoted to Committee meetings and
Saturday morning to meetings of chairs. A luncheon follows at
noon with Jay Inslee as speaker and perhaps a surprise
speaker. The meeting starts at 1:30 and continues until
business is done, around 5:00. On the agenda will be a special
focus regarding Diversity and Outreach with the proposed plan
that will be vetted by the Affirmative Action Committee and
presented to the body for approval. This will have a direct
impact and lend assistance to our efforts in the 34th District.

Alec Stephens, the former chair of the 37th District, has
agreed to chair the Affirmative Action Committee to succeed
Merie Yamamoto.

Patsy Whitefoot has resigned as a DNC delegate. An election
will be held to succeed her to serve out the remainder of her
termwhich ends at the Democratic National Convention in 2008.

Auturmn Sample has been hired to be a full -time Feld
Director in Eastern Washington. A conference will be held in
Moses Lake to work on increasing our reach in Eastern
Washington in October.

If you have any questions at all about the State party, please
feel free to call Bruce or Leslie.



Chair Report (continued from Page 1)
We have said it many times: We are the party of working people and communities. Many of our members are active in building

and strengthening our communities, and at our September meeting, you'll hear about an exciting community event in our District.

On Tuesday, Septermber 20, at 4 PM, groundbreaking will begin for the new West Seattle Food Bank and Community Resource
Center, at the southeast corner of 35 Av SWand SWMorgan ., in the High Point area. Mayor Greg Nickels and County
Councilman Dow Constantine will wield the shovels.

The new Food Bank is one of the three mgjor projects of the Three Projects | One Community Capital Campaign, which includes
the Croft Homes project and the Cooper School renovation, both on Delridge Way SW. Two of our longtime active members,
Margaret Ceis and Vivian McLean, serve on the board of directors for this campaign. The Web site for the campaign is .

onecommunitycampaign.org.

Karen Lezon, vice president of the Food Bank Board of Directors, will be at our meeting with information on the groundbreaking.
34t District Democrats have been active volunteers in these efforts, which deserve our continued strong support

%k ok ok

Would you like to have lunch with the mayor? Aweek in Barcelona? An oil painting? A sailing excursion on Puget Sound?
These are only a few of the rapidly growing list of items that will be up for bid at the 34th District Democrats’ 10 Annual Garden
Party and Auction, Friday, September 16, at 6PM at West Seattle Nursery, 5275 California Ave SW. Please contact me if you'd
like to volunteer to help, and please contact Bruce Stotler if you have an itemto donate. Our contact information is on Page 2 of

the Newsletter.
2. 0.0.8.¢

Just thinking about all this activity tires me out. But hey, we can take a break when we have taken our country back. See you on
the 14, the 16", and the 20

Ivan Weiss
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Friday, September 9, 6:00
South King County Democrats Dinner
IBEW Hall in Kent (next to Boeing Space Center)

Monday, Septermber 12, 6:00

Northwest Cajun Shrimp Feed

Guests Senator Maria Cantwell and James Carville
Kay Bullitt's home, 1125 Harvard Ave East in Seattle

Monday, Septermber 12, 9:30 to noon

King County Council’s Committee of the Whole to
discuss the Southwest Airlines proposal

Wlliam M. Allen Theater at the Museum of Hight

Wednesday, Septermber 14, 6:30 social, 7:00 meeting
District Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Friday, September 16, 6:00
Tenth Annual Garden Party and Auction
West Seattle Nursery

Calendar

Friday and Saturday, Septermber 16 and 17
Washington State Democrats Quarterly Meeting
Quality Inn Conference Center in Everett

Sunday, Septermber 18, 11:30 a.m.

Senator Cantwell Brunch with guests Senator Dick
Durbin and Senator Chuck Schumer

The Westin, 1900 Fifth Ave

Tuesday, Septermber 20
Primary Election Day—Don’t Forget to Vote

Tuesday, September 20, 4:30

West Seattle Food Bank and Community Resource
Center Groundbreaking

35th Avenue SWand SW Morgan Street

Sunday, Septermber 25, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m
“We've Got Jim's Back” House Parties
At ahome near you
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