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Entering Election Season -

Politics of Passion and Respect

We are entering the very busy season of supporting
campaigns, registering voters and otherwise getting out the
vote. | encourage all PCQO’s to get your walking lists and plan
a time to walk your precinct. We have arranged to have
sample ballots for the primary with our 34" District endorsed
candidates and ballot measures available. Those who are not
PCO'’s - still lots for you to do, including volunteering with the
voter registration/get out the vote committee. We also have
available Kerry/Edwards yard signs, bumper stickers and
buttons to give out to folks who are interested. Or contact one
of the candidates we endorsed and offer them some of your
time or money.

| was thrilled to see so many people at our August
endorsement meeting, including a number of folks who were
either there for the first time or experiencing their first
endorsement meeting. | know it was a lot to try to understand,
but if you have questions about it please send an e-mail or
give me or any of the Board a call and we can put together a
fact sheet. | was also pleased that so many candidates and
elected officials found the time in their busy schedules to
attend and to participate. | hope you had a chance to meet
some of them during the social time prior to the meeting. At
our September meeting, we return to the 7:30 starting time,
with social at 7 pm. The program will feature information on
the various ballot measures.

| so appreciate the enthusiastic and passionate participation of

September 8
7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW

7:30 p.m. — Call to Order
Flag Salute
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Chair’'s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports

New Business
PCO Appointments (It's not too
late for the rest of 2004)
Motion to purchase $1,250 of
Kerry/Edwards signs, bumper
stickers and buttons

Program
Initiatives, levies, and other ballot

measures — pros and cons

Old Business

everyone at our meetings and in helping out — this is an exciting year, and the District is thriving.
However, | only ask that we all remember to respect others who may disagree with your point of view,

or who are supporting an opposing candidate. We are all
neighbors, living in the 34" District community, and everyone
deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.

Katherine Minsch, Chair
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Patrick Wicklund Running for
13th District Legislative District Seat

34th District non-resident member Patrick Wicklund has been asked by the
Washington State Democrats to run for the office of State Legislator in the 13th
Legislative District against Republican incumbent , Bill Hinkle. He pledged that, if
elected, he would remain in the district and would be involved with
his constituency. He believes that Hinkle has lost touch and that he
did not spend a lot of time talking to people in the district. “He is
rarely back here (Ellensburg) and even more rarely in other cities”

Patrick will be graduating this fall from Central Washington State
University in Ellensburg with a degree in political science.

While he was living in West Seattle he managed Cindi Laws’
campaign when she successfully ran for the Monorail Board and was
involved in Greg Nickels campaign for Mayor. He has also interned for the
Washington State Coordinated Campaign. This is his first political campaign, although
he does not expect to make public office his life. If he loses, he would probably work
for someone else’s political staff. “I really enjoy that kind of behind-the-scenes work,
Working in politics is definitely my life’s passion.”

Convention Photo Gallery

34th District PCO and Dean Delegate
Cherisse Luxa and Governor Dean

Jim McDermott after
John Kerry's speech
Photo by Cherisse Luxa

The Washington Delegation
Photo by Janis Traven and Mark Lindsey
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Is It Time for Instant Runoff Voting?

Perhaps you are pondering the new primary system...

There is a simpler way to make elections fairer for all while saving taxpayers money too. It's called
Instant Runoff Voting!

This is how it works:  Voters rank candidates in order of choice: 1, 2, 3 and so on. It takes a majority to
win. If anyone receives a majority of the first choice votes, that candidate is elected. If not, the last place
candidate is dropped, just as in a runoff election, and all ballots are counted again, but this time each
ballot cast for the defeated candidate counts for the next choice candidate listed on the ballot. The
process of eliminating the last place candidate and recounting the ballots continues until one candidate
receives a majority of the vote. With modern voting equipment, all of the counting and recounting takes
place rapidly and automatically.

IRV acts like a series of runoff elections in which one candidate is eliminated each election. Each time a
candidate is eliminated, all voters get to choose among the remaining candidates. This continues until
one candidate receives a majority of the vote.

All the voter has to do is rank one or more candidates. It's like choosing ice cream: What flavor do you
want? That's your first choice. If they don’t have that or flavor, what would you like? That's your second
choice. If they don't have that, what's your third pick? That's all there is to it. It's as easy as 1-2-3.

* IRV poses no legal problems and is already in use. In IRV, candidates get eliminated one at a time,
and each time, all voters get to select among the remaining candidates. At each step of the ballot
counting, every voter has exactly one vote for a continuing candidate. That's why the Courts have
upheld the constitutionality of IRV

* IRV ensures that the candidate preferred by the majority wins instead of loses (eliminates the
“spoiler effect” ). Under our current plurality election system, the highest vote-getter wins even if s/he
receives less than 50% of the vote.

*IRV saves time and money by eliminating the need for the primary. It is estimated that Washington
would save $13 million per election cycle, according to Secretary of State Sam Reed. IRV also reduces
the reliance of candidates on special interest dono rs because they only have to campaign and raise
money for one election rather than two.

*With Instant Runoff Voting voters can rank any candidates, from any party, in partisan elections,
preserving Washington’s 70 year history of “blanket” voting and still ensures parties can nominate and
declare their “official” candidates  so parties retain their right to present their chosen candidates to the
voters.

* IRV increases voter turnout  because voters can feel good about voting for who they want.

* IRV decreases “negative campaigning” because candidates need to address the majority . This
increases the attention to the “real” issues at hand.

* IRV is simple for voters - you mark your 1st choice, 2nd choice, 3rd choice, etc, of candidates for a
position. Compare this with our new primary system!

* IRV is used in Ireland elect their president, Australia to elect its House of Representatives, London to
elect its mayor, San Francisco to elect its major city offices such as mayor, and many major universities
for their student government elections Literally hundreds of jurisdictions, organizations and corporations
use IRV to elect leaders.

We hope 34th district democrats will study this system and lead our state in support of I- 318 to put IRV
into practice!
Karen Farnsworth and Rebecca Wells
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For many people, the issues of
globalization, the WTO, NAFTA
and “free trade vs. fair trade” are
very confusing. These same
issues are very divisive for the
Democratic Party. For that
reason, | recommend this book.

David Korten lives on Bainbridge
Island, where he publishes YES!
Magazine. He studied economics
and business at Stanford in the
1960’s and taught at the Harvard
Graduate School of Business.
The next 15 years he worked for
international agencies dispensing
American aid to the “under-
developed” countries of the
world. By the late 1970’s he broke
with the official line that we are
actually helping these countries.

Korten believes real development
happens when the people of a
local area control their own re-
sources. The early path of Korea,
Taiwan and Japan where radical
land reform and education were
the basis of their later economic
success is very different from
what the rich countries are now
trying to impose on poor
countries: opening their markets
to products and investment from
abroad. He does not deny that
the development has occurred in
the South since the end of World
War Il, but it is lop-sided, with a
few very wealthy in capital cities
surrounded by millions in ever
worsening poverty. It is not just,
nor is it sustainable,
environmentally or politically.

Korten sees the corporation as
organizational form which is now
outmoded. | quote: “the publicly
traded, limited liability corporation
is a pathological organizational
form that must join monarchy as
an extinct institutional species”.
(p-8) The book is full of evidence
to back the statement.

A short look at American history
can illustrate Korten’s point. In
the early United States when
family business and farms were
the mainstay of the economy, the
power to charter corporations
was retained by the states.

$)*+(’_

Charters would be revoked if the
corporation failed to serve the
public interest. Corporations were
distrusted and kept under careful
watch by citizens. Korten writes
that much of US history can be
seen as a long struggle for
sovereignty between
corporations and the people.

During and after the Civil War
(1861-1864), “industrial interests”
took advantage of the political
corruption of the time and got
state legislators to give them
massive grants of money and
land to expand the railroads. At
the same time venal state
legislators rewrote the laws to
lessen citizen control over
corporations. The era of the
robber barons and the sub-
sequent populist revolt followed.

Only after the Great Depression
in 1933, when “free market
ideology” was thoroughly
discredited, did the Federal
Government put some control on
corporations. That was the era of
the New Deal and was a great
moment for the Democratic
Party. Collective bargaining was
legalized. Between big labor and
big government, the power of the
corporations was moderated and
the great “middle class” was
born. The period of great
prosperity that followed World
War Il was the result of a mixed
economy , neither pure laisse
faire nor total government control

But in the 1973 recession, the
worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression, a new period
of corporate domination began,
characterized by corporate-
dominated “globalization”. It was
then the corporate strategy of
moving factories to lower wage
areas became conscious. At first
there was movement to the
“right-to-work” states in the
American South. Later it was
across the borders to Mexico and
Asia. The result has been
devastating for millions of work-
ing families, but quite profitable
for the big corporations. Real
wages in the United States have

not risen to the pre-1973 levels
as of mid-year 2001(Economic
Report of the President). The gap
between the rich and poor began
to widen about the same time.
Between 1945 and 1973 the gap
in income between the rich and
the poor in the US actually
declined (US Census Bureau).

“Free trade” is the deceptive
slogan invoked by the supporters
of the treaties that established
the WTO and NAFTA. In
classical economics, there is the
theory of “competitive advantage”
which states that only under
certain conditions  will free trade
be of advantage to both

countries involved. These
conditions are: Industry can not
move to lower wage areas; the
trade must be balanced between
the two countries; there must be
full employment in both countries.

Those are not the conditions
prevailing between Mexico and
the United States. The
predictions made by computer
models designed by “free market
economists before NAFTA
passed in 1994 have all proven
wrong. Korten says the
applicable economic theory to
predict the effects of NAFTA is
the theory of downward leveling
where “capital flows to whatever
locality offers the maximum
opportunity to externalize costs
through cash subsidies, tax
breaks, substandard pay and
working conditions, and lax
environmental standards”(p. 85).
In plain talk, the theory of
downward leveling is “the race to
the bottom”. Since 1973, average
real wages of working people in
the US have fallen more than
7%.(US Census, 2000). The
downward leveling is working.

John Repp
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Don’t Forget to Vote!

You may take the Sample Ballot on the left into the booth with you.

As | am sure everyone knows by now, this primary will be different from
previous years. You need to choose your party and vote for candidates
in that party only. If you'd like to check out the ballot before the
election, go to http://www.metrokc.gov/elections/. You will be able to
click onto a sample ballot and other information related to the new
primary.

One other difference this year is that Precinct Committee Officers are
elected during the primary. One of the peculiarities of our blanket
primary was that Republicans could vote for Democratic PCO’s and
vice versa. PCOQO'’s are, after all, party officials. | doubt that this
happened very often, but the possibility was there.

Don’t go on the assumption that the primary doesn’t count for much.
Remember, the judges are as important as the legislators and these
races are usually settled in the primary. Don’t skip them.
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