
Message from the Chairman  
As we get closer to the November election, the action picks up 
in the 34th District, and our October meeting should reflect that.  
 
We have endorsed County Executive Ron Sims, Mayor Greg 
Nickels, County Councilman Dow Constantine, and City 
Attorney Tom Carr by acclamation, and our other endorsed 
candidates after contested votes.  
 
We do, however, have some unfinished endorsement business 
for the general election, and we will entertain motions 
pertaining to these contests: 
 
King County Proposition 1 (Veterans’ and Families’ Levy). 
After a few heated sessions, the Council approved this 
compromise with a 12-1 vote. It will be on the November ballot.  
This would be our first opportunity to consider this measure. 
 
Seattle Port Commission Position 1: Lawrence Molloy vs. John  
Creighton. We have not endorsed in this race. 
 
Seattle City Council Position 4: Jan Drago vs. Casey Corr. We 
have not endorsed in this race. 
 
Burien City Council Position 5: Stephen Lamphear vs. Rose 
Clark: We have not endorsed in this race. 
 
Two Monorail Ballot Measures:  See Page 5 for a description 
of these. 
 
Any other endorsement motions that people want to make on 
behalf of candidates or measures we have not endorsed yet. 
These would all be done under New Business. 

 
 
One of the biggest issues on November’s ballot will be 
Initiative 912, which would roll back the gas-tax provisions of 
the transportation package passed by the Legislature and 
signed by the Governor in the most recent session. We have 
voted overwhelmingly to oppose I-912, and it is everybody’s 
business to work to defeat it. 
 
But what if I-912 passes, despite our best efforts? 
What’s our Plan B for transportation planning that 
would serve our District and our area?  Doug 
McDonald, the State Secretary of Transportation will 
be our guest speaker at our October meeting to 
answer some of those questions. Secretary 
McDonald, of course, could not take any official 
position on I-912, but certainly he could tell us which 
projects would be affected by its passage. 
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Meeting Notice 
October 12, 2005 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
Across from the YMCA 

 

Potluck Snacks 
If you can bring a snack to the 
meeting you will be greeted with 
open arms. It doesn’t have to be 
much: cheese and crackers or salsa 
and chips would do just fine. 
 

Meeting 
Doug McDonald, the State Secretary 
of Transportation, will be our guest 
speaker and will answer questions 
about what projects would be 
affected by the passage of  
Initiative 912. 
 
A Monorail Project staffer will speak 
on the two measures that are on the 
November ballot and what they will 
mean to our District. See Page 5 for 
information on the ballot measures. 
 
Endorsements for the November 8 
election—See the Message from the 
Chairman for details. 
 

West Seattle Food Bank 
Bring non-perishable items to the 
meeting, and don’t forget to bring 
your Metropolitan Market and 
Thriftway receipts.  
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The Outreach Committee had a successful and fun event assisting a senior member 
of our District in need. Tim Nuse, Joe McDermott, Leesa Tucker, Rob Harmon, David 
Petronic and Steve Karbowski pruned, trimmed, cut, raked, mowed, dug, hoed and 
pulled weeds to help out Oscar, a disabled Native American man who lives in the 
Delridge neighborhood. Oscar, age 70, has lived in his family home since he was 10 
years old. He can no longer keep up his yard due to physical limitations, and 
requested help to bring his 
neglected and overgrown yard 
back to its former beauty. Just a 
few hours of work paid off: the yard 
was completely transformed! As 
the work was finished up,  Oscar 
surveyed the result and remarked 
that we had "restored his faith in 
humanity" by coming to his house 
and offering our help.  
 
The 34th District Democrats have 
partnered with Volunteer Chore 
Services (VCS) to assist Oscar 
and others like him within our 
community. Adria Briehl of VCS 
helped organize today©s event, 
provided tools, and took part in the 
cleanup effort. This is just the first 
of many similar Outreach projects planned to broaden our organization©s reach into 
our District©s neighborhoods, which we know are the heart and soul of our public life.  
 
Any member of the 34th Dems who is interested in taking part in similar upcoming 
community volunteer events should contact Sarah or Steve for more information.  
                           
                                                                              Steve Karbowski 
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We watched the skies hoping that it wouldn’t rain, and we had sunny skies but it was 
a little chilly when the sun went down. It was a great party organized by many 
members of the Executive Board—and we netted over $5,000.  The food was great, 
thanks to Joanie’s Catering, a West Seattle caterer. We got a great deal on wine from 
PCO Bear Silverstein of West Seattle Wine Cellars and we had Rat City Ale from 
Pacific Rim Brewery. Richard Beckenbaugh let us use his canopies and we listened to 
music from the Brian Butler Blues Band. Thank you to everyone who made this event 
a success, especially Dave Ross from KIRO Radio who we were privileged to have as 
auctioneer. A special thank you goes to Susan Jenkins and Steve Herndon who 
helped out with the logistics of running an auction with people who had no idea how. 

Our Auctioneer Dave Ross next to our new 34th District Democrats banner. This black 
and white photo does not do justice to the beautiful red, white and blue design. Thank 
you Dina Johnson for both the banner and the photo. 

From left to right, Rob Harmon, Leesa Tucker, 
Joe McDermott, Steve Karbowski, and David 
Petronic. Tim Nuse is behind the camera.�
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Mailing Party 
The mailing party for the November newsletter will be at 
11:00 on October 29 at Jackie Dupras’ home. Call her if 
you would like to help..  
 

West Seattle Farmers’ Market 
Jackie Dupras and Beth Grieser will be at the Farmers’ 
Market until the November 8 election, but they’ll be back  
next spring. If you would like to talk with organic veggie 
eaters about the upcoming election, recruit new 
members and sell buttons for the West Seattle 
Democratic Women’s Scholarship Fund, let Jackie 
know. This is not work. You can meet a lot of really nice 
people who are happy that you are there and love to talk 
politics. 
 

Meetings 
 
Executive Board Meeting 
The Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, October 
19 at 7:00 at Ann Martin’s home. 
 

Legislative Action Committee 
The Legislative Action Committee disbanded for the 
summer, but Toni Lysen is ready to get this committee 
going again. If you are interested in tracking federal 
state and local legislative issues, contact Toni Lysen at 
683-4114 or tlysen@comcast.net. 
 

West Seattle Democratic Women 
The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic 
Women will be at 11:30 on Thursday, October 27 at 
Daystar, across from Westwood Village on Barton street. 
The cost of lunch is $6.00 and includes coffee and 
dessert. The speaker for October will be Irene Stewart, 
our representative on the  Seattle School Board.  For 
ease in bookkeeping, checks, made out to Daystar, are 
preferred.  To RSVP, e-mail jdupras@quidnunc.net or 
call Lois Elenich at 932-6088. 
 

Notices 
 
PCO Training 
There will be a training for new PCO’s before the 
KCDCC meeting on October 25 at the Carpenters’ Hall 
in Renton.  The training will be conducted by Eric Oemig 
from the 45th District.   

Lending Library 
The Lending Library took a short vacation for part of the 
summer, but it’s back. If you have a book you have not 
returned, or if you have a book you would like to donate,  
please remember to bring it with you to the October 
meeting.  
 

West Seattle Food Bank 
We will have a basket for donations to the food bank at 
our October meeting so be sure to bring a non-
perishable food item. And keep saving 
those Morgan Street Thriftway and 
Metropolitan Market receipts. These 
West Seattle grocery stores will donate 
1% of your total to the West Seattle 
Food Bank. Just drop them off in the big bag at the 
membership table in the back of the room as you come 
in the door.  
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Since another earthquake could bring down the Alaskan 
Way Viaduct leaving West Seattle cut off from the rest of 
the city, an alternative to cars is now needed more than 
ever. Many observers have recognized that a West Seattle 
cut off from downtown would turn the peninsula into an 
economic island. More than 150,000 people would be cut 
off from the City, our businesses would be isolated from 
regional consumers, and every commuter would see their 
commute time double or triple. We know because West 
Seattle experienced similar economic devastation in the 
1980s when our bridge was destroyed.  
  
Fortunately, there is a reliable, affordable transit 
alternative. It©s the only public project voters have ever 
approved four times: the new monorail. Unfortunately, 
many short-sighted naysayers and some downtown business 
interests distorted the facts to end the "people©s train." 
  
On September 23, the Monorail Board voted to place a 
measure on the November ballot that would build the first 
10.6 mile phase from the Alaska Junction to West Dravus 
Street in the Interbay neighborhood, and the full 14 miles 
would be built in future phases under the original plan after 
city council approves the finance plan.  
  
This will reduce the total cost of the Monorail Project by at 
least $250 million. The monorail cost for construction, 
maintenance and all operations for 15 years is less than 
$150 million per mile. Many alarmists have said that this 
price is too high. But to compare, the proposed new 
Viaduct Tunnel is over $1.1 BILLION per mile, just for 
construction. Cost estimates for a new 520 bridge are over 
$2 BILLION per mile. And the Sound Transit light rail 
extension from downtown to the University District, a 
distance of just 3.3 miles, is $1.5 BILLION. The monorail is 
not only cheap by comparison, it won’t get stuck in traffic.  
 
Furthermore, while the monorail only removed 32 
businesses along the entire 14 mile length of the Green 
Line, Light Rail has caused revenue drops of 50% or more 
for 42% of hundreds of small businesses along its 4 mile 
Rainier Valley route [Seattle Times, Sept. 9th 2005]. In 
short, the monorail is the only economic mass transit 
option we have.  
  

Most citizens agree that we need mass transit. Whether 
we agree out of concern for businesses, the environment 
(how many cars can the atmosphere take?), or for the 
future of West Seattle, we agree we need mass transit. 
The monorail is simply the only cost effective, reliable form 
of transit available to us.  
  
At the 34th District Democrats© October meeting, 
endorsements will be considered for the monorail ballot 
measure. As you have done in years past, I urge you to 
vote YES on building effective mass transit. Remember, 
unlike buses and cars, monorails don©t get stuck in traffic.  
 
This time, the choice is clear. If we don©t vote yes on 
monorail, West Seattle could lose rapid transit forever. 
 
                                                    Tyler Smith 
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There are two propositions that will be presented to the 
voters. The first, Proposition No. 1, would amend the Plan 
to authorize building a first phase of the monorail from the 
Dravus station in Interbay through downtown Seattle to the 
Alaska Junction. It further directs the Monorail Authority to 
complete the entire fourteen mile Green Line if funds are 
available, consistent with consent by the City of Seattle to 
issuance of construction permits following review of the 
SMP’s financial plan. Before construction can begin, the 
Seattle City Council must consent to issuance of 
construction permits after it has reviewed the SMP’s 
financial plan. This proposition would also  permit the 
Monorail Authority to further modify the plan if necessary 
to obtain the City’s consent to issue construction permits. 
The proposition also advises the City to facilitate 
construction of the Green Line beginning in 2006. 
 
The Proposition does not include any new taxes. If voters 
do not approve Proposition 1, no monorail will be built. 
 
The second proposition concerns the number of appointed 
and elected positions. Presently seven of the nine 
positions are nominated and appointed by the Board, the 
Mayor or the City Council. Of the seven, three are 
nominated by the Board and appointed by the City 
Council, two are nominated by the City Council and 
appointed by the Board, and two are nominated by the 
Mayor and appointed by the Board. The remaining two 
positions are elected by Seattle voters to two-year terms. 
Proposition 2 would change the three Board positions that 
are nominated by the Board and appointed by the City 
Council to elected positions, resulting in a total of five 
elected positions and four appointed positions. In order to 
stagger the terms of the elected Board members, the 
proposal will change the terms of all elected Board 
members from two years to four years.  This would fulfill 
the mandate that the board  submit a proposal to the 
voters that would elect members to a majority of the board 
positions. 

Editorial Policy 
 

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters 
to the editor are those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the 34th District Democrats or the Executive 
Board.  All letters are subject to editing for space and 
content.  Articles, photos and notices of upcoming events 
are strongly encouraged.  Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 – 
46th SW, Seattle, WA  98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net. 
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Andrew Villeneuve of the No on I-912 
was the program at the KCDCC meeting, 
Tuesday, September 27. His message 
included the following important points: 
 
�  I-912 is a step backwards for public 
safety. 
 
�  I-912 is not just about Seattle and King 
County – it includes 274 projects 
statewide, 241 of which are fully funded. 
 
�  Projects include safety measures, 
such as installing medians, passing 
lanes and guardrails, seismic retrofits 
and preservation, such as bridges, and 
capacity. 
 
�  The No on I-912 is working with the 
Keep Washington Rolling group, which is 
in charge of the media strategy.  
 
�  The “No” group is doing the voter to 
voter contact strategy. This is where you 
are needed. They are working hard to 
overcome misinformation. 
 
To volunteer and get more information 
including downloadable doorbell, talking 
points, etc. material, go to http://
washingtondefense.org on the web. The 
District and the KCDCC have endorsed 
the No on I-912 position. Now its time for 
us to get to work!  
 
The KCDCC endorsed the Veterans/
Families levy with only two dissenting 
votes. This will be on the November 
ballot.  It passed the County Council by a 
12-1 vote with only the right-wing Kathy 
Lambert voting no. 
 
In other discussion, district organizations 
were urged to discuss the possible move 
of the district caucus back to Tuesday 
night (from the Saturday morning caucus 
last year). This will be an issue the State 
Democratic Party Rules Committee will 
be taking up. Make your voice heard! 
 
                          Ann Martin 
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Help Geni Hawkins Defeat Peter Von 
Reichbauer 
Geni Hawkins is running against Peter Von Reichbauer in the 
King County Council District 7. Those of you with long memories 
might remember when von Reichbauer was a Democrat. He 
changed parties right after the election shifting the balance to 
the Republicans.   
 
Geni Hawkins received around 48% of the vote and she has a 
chance.  She needs volunteers who would be willing to help with 
doorbelling, placing yard signs, etc. but most of all, she needs 
money. If you can help her, send a check to Campaign to Elect 
Geni Hawkins, 1402 Auburn Way North #384, Auburn, WA  
98002-3309, or go to her website http://www.hawkins4kcc. 
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The Washington State Democrats met on September 16 and 
17 in Everett. Among the items of interest was the approval of 
the resolution that the 34th District presented on Iraq. This 
resolution was printed in last month’s newsletter. 
 
Pat Notter was elected to replace Patsy Whitefoot as the DNC 
Committeewoman. Pat is the Chair of the Chelan County 
Democrats 
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Call to Order: 7:00 PM 
  
Flag Salute led by Stephen Lamphear 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT - The chair gave a report 
highlighting: upcoming events and a race in 
southern King County, district no. 7.  In that race, 
Geni Hawkins is running against Peter Van 
Reichbauer, a Republican who jumped ship from 
the Democratic Party when he was in the State 
Senate.  This is an important race for the Party: it 
could shift a significant balance of power in the 
County Council. The Chair also mentioned the 
upcoming opening of the West Seattle Food Bank 
and the One Community Campaign. The chair of 
that effort, Kristi Sifri-Steele spoke to the 
membership. Finally, the Chair mentioned the 
need for poll workers, for which Ann Martin 
provided details. 
 
CANDIDATE INTRODUCTION – GENI 
HAWKINS, County Council District 7– Geni 
introduced herself and outlined why she is 
running against Pete Van Reichbauer. She gave 
a most impressive talk, not only demonstrating 
her strengths, but also clearly showing how this 
district is winnable.  Her website is hawkins4kcc.
org. 
  
DISCUSSION ON I-330, Limits Healthcare 
Liability – There was a panel discussion on I-
330.  Panelists were: Ron Morris, a Family 
Practice doctor in Puyallup who has been a 
longtime Democrat and ran for State Rep in the 
25th District; Barbara Flye, chair of the Committee 
for No on I-330 and the former Executive Director 
of Washington Citizen Action; Reed Schifferman 
of Stritmatter, Kessler, Whelan Whitney, Coluccio, 
an experienced malpractice litigator who has 
represented both plaintiffs and defendants; and 
Eileen Cody, 34th District Representative and 
chair of the House Health Care Committee.  
 
Dr. Morris stressed the continuing squeeze on 
doctors with malpractice premiums going up and 
reimbursement flat or even going down.  
Particularly hard hit have been rural OB-GYNs.  
For those reasons, he supports I-330.  Ms. Flye 
stated that the initiative was written too broadly, 
giving too much exemption to many entities, 
including drug companies. She mentioned that 
the initiative, if passed, would severely restrict 
portions of Washington’s patient bill of rights. Mr. 
Schifferman related some of the cases he has 
handled and stressed the need to have 
mechanisms to protect patients from incompetent 
and dangerous doctors. Eileen Cody stated her 
opposition to the initiative, but also mentioned her 
opposition to I-336. She stated that any reform 
needs to deal with several core issues, which are: 

patient safety, insurance reform and tort reform. 
Any legislation that does not cover all of these in 
an interrelated way is flawed. There were 
rebuttals from all panelists. 
 
MOTION TO OPPOSE I-330, Limits Healthcare 
Provider Liability - Motion was made by Leslie 
Harris and seconded. The motion passed. 
 
MOTION TO OPPOSE I-900, State Performance 
Audits – Motion was made by Eileen Cody and 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION TO ENDORSE I-901, Eliminates 
Indoor Smoking in Public Places – Motion was 
made by Brian Earl and seconded. The motion 
passed. 
 
MOTION TO OPPOSE I-912. Repeals Increase 
in Gas tax – Motion was made by Alan Munro 
and seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES – Motion 
was made by Lucy Krakowiak and seconded.  
The motion was made to rescind a prior 
endorsement of I-336. The motion passed. 
 
MOTION TO OPPOSE I-336, Malpractice 
Insurance Proposal – Motion was made by Lucy 
Krakowiak and seconded. The motion failed. 
 
MOTION TO ENDORSE I-336, Malpractice 
Insurance Proposal – Motion was made by 
Rebecca Wells and seconded. The motion failed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS ON SOUTHWEST AIRLINES 
FLIGHTS FROM KING COUNTY AIRPORT 
(BOEING FIELD) – Chris Arkills and Ann Martin 
both offered resolutions regarding the proposal by 
Southwest Airlines to locate at Boeing Field. 
There was discussion on the motions.  Chris 
Arkills’ motion secured a 2/3 vote for 
endorsement by the membership; Ann’s failed. 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM THE IRAQ 
WAR – John Repp and Karen Farnsworth offered 
this motion. Rebecca Wells offered an 
amendment requiring us to endorse only 
candidates who support this resolution. The 
amendment failed.  The original motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
NEW PCO’s - Stephen Lamphear, Beth Grieser 
and Cherisse Luxa were elected as PCOs. 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  9:20 PM 
 
      Respectfully submitted by 
      Walter Sive, Acting Secretary 
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We need a secretary. Leesa Tucker has 
resigned her post, so nominations will be in 
order for the post of secretary. This is a position 
that all eligible voters  can vote on, so we will be 
handing out credentials when you sign in. 
 
To run for secretary, you must: 
· Be an accurate and rapid note-taker, and a 

meticulous detail-checker 
· Be computer-literate and have an Internet 

account, with the ability to send files as 
attachments that can be read by all 
platforms 

· Have minutes of membership meetings and 
Executive Board meetings ready within 48 
hours after those meetings, and 

· Be willing to be an Executive Board member 
 
The post is primarily that of a recording 
secretary, rather than a corresponding 
secretary. 
 
See you on the 12th for “all the democracy you 
can handle.” 
 
                          Ivan Weiss 
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Treasurer ’s Report 
Balance  September 1, 2005              $ 5,783.17 
September Expenses                            1,478.08 
September Income                                6,513.00 
Balance  September 30, 2005           $10,818.09 
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Return Service Requested 

Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 
Women©s Affairs of the Washington State YD©s invites 
you to hear Darcy Burner, 8th Congressional 
candidate, at kickoff of ©TAKE FIVE"  - Suggested 
Donation - $10; RSVP Ashleigh.flowers@ydwa.org 
 
Sunday, October 9, 1:00 to 10:00 
Katrina Fundraising Musical Marathon 
A jumbo gumbo jam of Southern food and soulful 
music with 100% of the proceeds benefiting survivors 
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita  
$20 Donation—All proceeds go to relief  
Kenyon Hall, 7904 35th SW  
 
Wednesday, October 12,  
6:30 Social, 7:00 meeting 
34th District Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 
 
Saturday, October 15  
WSDCC Eastern Washington Conference 
ATEC Center - Moses Lake 
For more information contact: 
Shawna Ousse at (206) 583-0664 
or e-mail: shawna@wa-democrats.org  
 

Sunday, October 16, 2:00 
Sing for Peach Benefit to aid Children in Iraq 
A concert including Children of Peace, the Raging 
Grannies, Total Experience Gospel Choir, the 
Intergenerational Peace Choir, Seattle Peace Chorus, 
Seattle Labor Chorus and Kofi Anang 
For Information  935-3796 , kaythode@juno.com 
First Baptist Church, Harvard and Seneca 
 
Tuesday, October 25,  
PCO Training 
Carpenters’ Hall in Renton 
 
Tuesday, October 25 
KCDCC Executive Board Meeting  
Carpenters’ Hall in Renton 
 
Thursday, October 27 
West Seattle Helpline Annual  Wine Tasting  
Go to www.westseattlehelpline.org for information 
 
Tuesday, November 8 
Election Day 
Don’t Forget to Vote 
 
 

Calendar 
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