
Chairman’s Message 
There is never a dull moment in the Kickin’ 34th, and as 
always, there is a lot of news. But as we approach 
Election Day, November 8, there should be one thing, 
and one thing only, at the top of every Democrat’s 
agenda in the 34th: 
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We endorsed Ron by acclamation in May. Now is the 
time to step up and show him we meant it.  
 
We endorsed Ron in his primary race for Governor last 
year, with 73 percent of the vote, with Christine Gregoire 
in the room. In the general election, we turned out 
EIGHTY-FIVE PERCENT to support the Democratic 
ticket, including Governor Gregoire. Let’s show King 
County we can still deliver a vote like that. 
 
Ron has been an active County Executive. He never has 
flinched from tackling hard issues head-on. In short, like it 
or not, he has exercised LEADERSHIP.  
 
We might not always agree with Ron, for example in the 
matter of Southwest Airlines and Boeing Field. But 
because we take an active role in the political process 
and the process of government, we got him to listen, and 
ultimately, he adopted our position. 
 
Ron has been a good friend to our District. He has been 
a strong proponent of social services and community 
infrastructure in White Center, and has been a vocal, 
steadfast opponent of the proposed Glacier gravel mine 
on Maury Island, which well might be the worst 
environmental abomination to befall the 34th since Asarco 
stopped pumping arsenic into the atmosphere. 
 
Ron is living proof that you can’t make an omelet without 
breaking eggs. Therefore, it is inevitable that he has 
attracted enemies. The Republican smear and slime 
machine has Ron firmly in its sights, and they actually 
think they can bring him down. The attacks, mostly 
through talk radio and the right-wing blog Sound Politics, 
have been relentless and unceasing.  
 
Their preferred candidate, David Irons, is bought and 
paid for by the same pave-it-over, union-busting gang 
that backed Dino Rossi. Think now: Are these the people 
you want running King county? 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Meeting Notice 
November 9, 2005 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 

The Hall at Fauntleroy 
9131 California Ave SW 
Across from the YMCA 

 

Potluck Snacks 
If you can bring a snack to the meeting 
you will be greeted with open arms. It 
doesn’t have to be much: cheese and 
crackers or salsa and chips would do just 
fine. 
 

Meeting 
Our speaker will be Rita Schenck of the 
Vashon-based Institute for Environmental 
Research and Education (www.iere.org), 
who will describe efforts in progress to 
make Vashon not only self-sufficient in 
electrical energy production, but a net 
exporter of electrical energy. For more 
details see Page 5 (Message from the 
Chair) 
 
A vote will be taken to fill two vacancies 
on the Executive Board: First Vice Chair 
and Secretary. 

 
West Seattle Food Bank 
Bring non-perishable items to the meeting, 
and don’t forget to bring your Metropolitan 
Market and Thriftway receipts.  
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Our State Senator, Erik Poulsen, 
has been named Environmental 
Legislator of the year by the 
Washington Conservation Voters, 
the state’s largest environmental 
organization, He accepted the 
award on October 19 at a gathering 
of nearly 1,000 people.  
 
Senator Poulsen is the chair of the 
Senate Water, Energy & 
Environmental Committee. As chair 
of this committee he sponsored a 
bill making Washington the very first 
state to pass “Green Buildings” 
legislation. The bill requires that 
public buildings be constructed using standards adopted by the US Green Building 
Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. Green buildings 
use innovative materials and construction methods to reduce impacts on the 
environment and are built using recycled materials and locally grown wood products. 
They cost less to operate because they are more energy and water efficient. They are 
also better for the people working or studying in them. Kids get better grades when 
they learn in classrooms with natural daylight and natural ventilation. 
 
Clifford Traisman, spokesperson for Washington Conservation Voters and the 
Washington Environmental Council, said, “During the 2005 legislative session, Senator 
Poulsen is credited with doing more for the protection of our environment than any 
single legislator in memory. He forged win-win solutions between environmental and 
business communities.”  
 
The “clean car” bill is one of these win-win solutions.  Our population is growing and we 
risk exceeding federal clean standard. Businesses would be required to make 
expensive upgrades to emission-control equipment which would make it more costly to 
locate new businesses here and we’d be denied significant federal transportation. 
“That’s why I championed the ‘clean car’ bill—to protect jobs and the economy, to 
combat asthma and other respiratory diseases, and to ensure that out of state auto 
manufacturers are doing their part to improve the environment.” Washington is the 
ninth state to adopt tougher emission standards for new cars, which result in better gas 
mileage. The bill also phases out mandatory vehicle emissions testing at renewal. 
 
Senator Poulsen also helped push through landmark incentives for the production of 
wind and solar power, stronger energy efficiency guidelines for appliances and other 
environmentally forward-thinking legislation, all of which were signed into law. 
 
It was a busy week for our State Senator. He also received the Northwest Energy 
Coalition’s prestigious “Conservation Eagle” award on October 21. Congratulations, 
Erik, and keep up the good work.  
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In our last installment, Jeff was on his way to Arlington wondering whether he would be 
sent as a foreign service officer to a country where he spoke the language (Russian) or 
whether he would be taking Urdu training and be sent to Pakistan where his family 
would not be able to follow.  I am happy to report that logic has won out and Jeff will be 
sent to Minsk of the former Soviet Republic of Belarus, his first choice, as a political 
officer.  They want him ASAP and will be on his way some time in December. We wish 
you all the best, Jeff. 
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Volunteer Activities 
 
Newsletter Mailing Party 
The December newsletter mailing party will  be on 
Saturday, December 3 at Jackie Dupras’ home. Call or 
e-mail heart 935-9683 or  jdupras@quidnunc.net if you 
can help. 
 

KCDCC GOTV 
Help get out the vote for Ron Sims on November 5 at 
10:00.  Meet at location, obtain campaign materials, 
voter lists, and instructions. Then, go out into the 
neighborhoods. Seattle Labor Temple, Hall 8, 2800 First 
Ave (and Broad St), Seattle 
 

West Seattle Food Bank 
As part of Outreach, we are working with area food 
banks to recruit volunteers. Here is their volunteer 
schedule for West Seattle: 
 
Monday—Friday, 8:30—12:00 
Picking up food from stores in a van 
 
Tuesday, 11:30 until done 
Unload trucks from Food Lifeline and NW Harvest 
 
Tuesday, 1:00—3:00 
Put things away 
 
Wednesday, 3:30—7:30 (time is flexible)  
Distribution at bank 
 
Thursday, 9:30—1:30 (Time is flexible)  
Distribution 
 
Call Ali  at the Food Bank at 932-9023 to volunteer and 
let her know that you are with the 34th District 
Democrats. 
 
Another way to help the food bank is to collect receipts 
for Morgan Street Thriftway and Metropolitan Market. 
These two stores will donate 1% of your receipts to the 
West Seattle Food Bank. There will be a bag for 
collection of the receipts at the members’ table at the 
back of the room as you come in the door.  This is an 
easy way to help out your neighbors  in need help and it 
doesn’t cost you anything.  
 
There will be a basket at each meeting for donations of 
non-perishable food items for both West Seattle and 
White Center Food Banks. 
 

Meeting Announcements 
 
Executive Board Meeting 
The 34th District Democrats Executive Board will meet 
on Wednesday, November 16 at Ann Martin’s home.  
 

West Seattle Democratic Women 
The next two meetings of the West Seattle Democratic 
Women will be held on the third Thursday of the month 
instead of the fourth because of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. The November meeting will be at 11:30 on 
November 17 at Daystar, across from Westwood Village 
on Barton Street. The program will be the election of 
officers for 2006.  Everyone, men as well as women, is 
welcome. The cost of lunch is $6.00 and includes coffee 
and dessert. For ease in bookkeeping, checks, made out 
to Daystar, are preferred.  
 

Notices 
 

Executive Board Vacancies 
There are two vacancies on the Executive Board—First 
Vice Chair and Secretary. If you are interested in either 
of these positions, come to the November 9 meeting .  
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Editorial Policy 
 

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters 
to the editor are those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the 34th District Democrats or the Executive 
Board.  All letters are subject to editing for space and 
content.  Articles, photos and notices of upcoming events 
are strongly encouraged.  Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 – 
46th SW, Seattle, WA  98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net. 
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Sample Ballot 
 

King County 
County Executive                    Ron Sims 
 

County Council Position 8       Dow Constantine 
 

King County Sheriff                 Greg Schmidt 
                                                Sue Rahr 
 

City of Seattle 
Mayor                                      Greg Nickels 
 

City Attorney                            Tom Carr 
 

City Council Position 2            Richard Conlin 
 

City Council Position 4            Jan Drago 
 

City Council Position 6            Nick Licata 
 

City Council Position 8            Dwight Pelz 
                                            

Port of Seattle 
Position 1                                Lawrence Molloy 
 

Position 3                                Richard Berkowitz 
                                                Lloyd Hara 
 

Position 4                                Jack Jolley 
 

Seattle School Board 
Position 4                                No Endorsement 
 

Position 5                                Mary Bass 
 

Position 7                                Cheryl Chow 
                                                Linda Thompson-Black 
 

Seattle Monorail Board 
Position 8                                Cindi Laws 
 

Position 9                                Cleve Stockmeyer 
 

Burien City Council 
Position 1                                Sue Blazak 
 

Position 3                                Joan McGilton 
 

Position 5                                Stephen Lamphear 
 

Vashon Fire Board 
Position 4                                Gayle Sommers 
 

Ballot Issues 
Initiative 330                            Vote No 
Initiative 336                            No Endorsement 
Initiative 900                            Vote No 
Initiative 901                            Vote Yes 
Initiative 912                            Vote No 
Monorail Proposition 1            Vote Yes 
Monorail Proposition 2            Vote Yes 
Veterans and Human Services Levy            Vote Yes 
City of Seattle Advisory on Health Care       Vote Yes   

� �  � � �! � � � � � �
Ivan Weiss, Robin and Arlene Hess, Tanya Aguilar, 
Bruce Stotler and Jackie Dupras represented the 34th 
District at the KCDCC meeting on October 25th at the 
Renton Carpenters Hall. The meeting began with a 
moment of silence in observance of the passing of the 
Civil Rights activist Rosa Parks and in memory of the 
2000 soldiers who had thus far died in the war in Iraq.  
 
Chair Suzie Sheary announced that the KCDCC is 
accepting $50.00 a month ads on its website for 
businesses and campaigns.  
 
Tina Shamseldin announced that Representatives Frank 
Chop and Ross Hunter will be attending the December 
Legislative Action Committee meeting. Date and location 
to be announced. The committee is currently seeking 
input in regards to HB 1526 which deals with public 
finance of campaigns. Please contact Tina at 
tinashamseldin@comcast.net, or any other LAC member, 
if you would like to participate in this important dialogue.  
 
New KCDCC endorsements were made For Kimberly 
Allen for Redmond City Council position 4, Glenn Smith 
for Maple Valley City Council position 2 and Maureen 
McCarry for Issaquah City Council position 5. The 
KCDCC also endorsed the City of Seattle Advisory Ballot 
Measure #1 that states in part that "...every person in the 
United States should have equal access to quality 
healthcare and that Congress should implement that 
right..." This ballot measure was previously endorsed by 
the 34th District.  
 
A resolution was passed opposing having the 2006 
caucuses on a Saturday instead of Tuesday and that this 
opposition be communicated to the WSDCC and to all 
King County representatives to the WSDCC. Holding the 
caucuses on Saturday is discriminatory to members of 
certain faiths, and also increases the costs for rental of 
caucus sites.  
 
Eric Oemig from the 45th LD presented a new look at 
PCO training where PCO©s are the cherished 
ambassadors of the party. When we share the vision of 
winning we create new leaders to recruit and enlighten 
others and in so doing we build a stronger Democratic 
Party.  
                                       Tanya Aguilar 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Whatever some poll might or might not show, if 
the 34th and the other heavily Democratic Districts 
turn out, Ron will be re-elected, and we will have 
dealt the right wing another crushing defeat. 
 
Links to phone banks for Ron are on the 34th 
District Web site www.34dems.org. Call your 
friends, talk to your neighbors. Do your part. 
 

 
The 34th District Democrats Executive Board 
wants YOU! Nominations will be in order for the 
position of First Vice-Chair, to replace Lara-Anne 
Jordan, who has resigned to pursue an exciting 
opportunity (more on that in the December 
newsletter), and for Secretary, to replace Leesa 
Tucker. We mentioned that the position of 
Secretary was open in our October report, and 
that call to action was met with a deafening 
silence. We need a volunteer to take minutes at 
our November 9 meeting. Will that person please 
contact me? Thanks. 
 
 
At our October meeting, the membership voted 
by acclamation to combine our December 14 
meeting with our annual Holiday Party. So pre-
pare to bring food and drink, and to consume it.  
 
We’ll have more on that in the December 
newsletter, but we can tell you now that we will 
have a very special guest in December — U.S. 
Representative Adam Smith — who will tell us 
about his upcoming re-election campaign and 
other matters, and discuss anything you want, in 
a much less formal setting than that of a business 
meeting. 
 
 
But our November program should be no less 
exciting. Our speaker will be Rita Schenck of the 
Vashon-based Institute for Environmental 
Research and Education (www.iere.org), who will 
describe efforts in progress to make Vashon not 
only self-sufficient in electrical energy production, 
but a net exporter of electrical energy. 
 
IERE’s plan, which enjoys the support of both 
Puget Sound Energy and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, would put a 
measure on the 2006 general election ballot that 
would establish a Public Utility District on Vashon. 
The PUD, if approved, would issue bonds that 
would finance construction and maintenance of 
wind turbines. Having a PUD would provide a 
governance framework for other sustainable 
energy and conservation programs. 

 
This is a compelling story in progress, as one 
community takes steps to ensure energy 
sustainability — and it’s happening in our District! 
Rita and her staff will have a slide show and 
handouts for us. So prepare to bring food and 
drink, and to consume it. 
 
 
Did I say prepare to bring food and drink, and to 
consume it? Yes, I said it twice. Well, here it is 
another time. But this time, please bring a can of 
food, or a bar of soap, or a tube of toothpaste, for 
the West Seattle and White Center Food Banks 
to distribute to our neighbors who need it. The 
basket will be there for you, in November and 
thereafter. And do not forget those store receipts, 
either. It is time to give thanks for what we have 
by helping those who might not have what we 
take for granted. 
 
See you November 9 for All the Democracy You 
Can Handle. 
 
                                       Ivan Weiss 
 

In Memoriam 
Chris Crecelius  

Chris Crecelius, a long-time member of the 34th 
District Democrats, died of congestive heart 
failure on October 4. He had been a resident of 
Vashon Island since 1946. 
 
He was born in Ada, Ohio on February 13, 1913 
and graduated from Hiram College in 1937 with 
a degree in science.  He co-founded Olympic 
Instruments in a cow barn and manufactured the 
Cunningham Air Whistle, the solid brass whistle 
used on many state ferries.  He and his partner 
also invented a tool to measure lengths of 
cordage in the course of developing another 
product that flopped. They skipped paychecks to 
keep the business alive, and the meter became 
the core of their business. 
 
He met his wife Grace at a prom back in Ohio. 
“He had the same values I had and that was 
important for a happy marriage.” They raised five 
children together.  
 
Chris was known for his generosity and love of 
community. He founded the Vashon Unitarian 
Fellowship, served as guarantor of Vashon’s 
only nursing home and contributed to groups 
ranging from an arts center and the historical 
society to affordable housing and social service 
groups. 

" � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � 
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Chairman Ivan Weiss called the meeting to 
order 7 PM.  
 
County Councilman Dow Constantine led the 
flag salute. 
 
The minutes for the September meeting and 
the agenda for the October meeting were 
approved. 
 
In his chairman’s report, Weiss reported on the 
successful White Center Community 
Development Association dinner the previous 
Saturday, and notified members of the White 
Center Food Bank’s upcoming fundraising 
dinner, October 29 at South Seattle Community 
College. 
 
Doug McDonald, State Secretary of 
Transportation, spoke on transportation 
planning for the near future. He described the 
potential impact of the passage of Initiative 912 
in November on roads, bridges and ferries. 
McDonald then answered several questions 
from the membership. 
 
Jonathan Dong of the Seattle Monorail Project 
described the Green Line and the two Monorail-
related propositions that will be on the Seattle 
ballot in the November election. Proposition 1 
would provide the money for construction of a 
scaled-down Green Line, and Proposition 2 
would increase the proportion of elected 
members on the Monorail Commission. 
 
Mayor Greg Nickels addressed the membership 
and thanked them for their support of his re-
election campaign. Nickels told the membership 
he had voted for the Monorail four times, but 
was opposing it this time around, and was 
telling everyone he knew to oppose it. 
 
In new business, we entertained endorsement 
motions for races in which we either had not 
endorsed, or in which candidates had failed to 
receive endorsement for the primary and were 
seeking it for the general election. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we give a sole 
endorsement to Jan Drago for Seattle City 
Council Position 4. The motion passed 60-6. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Richard McIver for Seattle City Council Position 
8. The motion failed 21-37. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Lawrence Molloy for Seattle Port Commission 
Position 1. The motion passed 58-2. 

 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Seattle Monorail Proposition 1. The motion 
passed 42-17. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
the King County Veterans and Families Levy. 
The motion passed 58-3. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Gayle Sommers for Vashon Fire and Rescue 
District Commission Position 4. The motion 
passed 55-1. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Stephen Lamphear for Burien City Council 
Position 5. The motion passed 39-10. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
Seattle Monorail Proposition 2. The motion 
passed 53-0. 
 
It was moved and seconded that we endorse 
the Seattle City Council Healthcare Advisory 
Ballot. The motion passed 57-2. 
 
In other new business, the membership 
approved, by acclamation, that the December 
Holiday Party be combined with the regular 
business meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9 PM. 
 
             Respectfully submitted by Ivan Weiss,  
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Treasurer ’s Report 
Balance as of September 30       $10,807.57 
Expenses                                            962.43 
Revenue                                             208.00 
Balance as of October 26            $10,054.14 

Minutes of October 12 Meeting of 34th District Democrats 

This picture of PCO Cheryl Banks was on the 
front of the Seattle section of the Seattle P-I. 
The sign she is holding was made by another 
PCO, Dina Johnson. The event was a vigil at 
the Statue of Liberty at Alki. 
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Mr. President, this job can©t be fun for you anymore. There©s no more money to spend. You used up all of 
that. You can©t start another war because you also used up the army. And now, darn the luck, the rest of 
your term has become the Bush family nightmare: helping poor people. Yeah, listen to your mom. The 
cupboard©s bare, the credit card©s maxed out, and no one is speaking to you: mission accomplished!  
 
Now it©s time to do what you©ve always done best: Lose interest and walk away. Like you did with your 
military service. And the oil company. And the baseball team. It©s time. Time to move on and try the next 
fantasy job. How about cowboy or spaceman?! 
 
Now, I know what you©re saying. You©re saying that there©s so many other things that you, as president, 
could involve yourself in.. Please don©t. I know, I know, there©s a lot left to do. There©s a war with Venezuela, 
and eliminating the sales tax on yachts. Turning the space program over to the church. And Social Security 
to Fannie Mae. Giving embryos the vote.  
 
But, sir, none of that is going to happen now. Why? Because you govern like Billy Joel drives. You©ve 
performed so poorly I©m surprised you haven©t given yourself a medal. You©re a catastrophe that walks like 
a man. 
 
Herbert Hoover was a shitty president, but even he never conceded an entire metropolis to rising water and 
snakes. On your watch, we©ve lost almost all of our allies, the surplus, four airliners, two Trade Centers, a 
piece of the Pentagon and the City of New Orleans. 
 
Maybe you©re just not lucky! 
 
I©m not saying you don©t love this country. I©m just wondering how much worse it could be if you were on the 
other side. So, yes, God does speak to you, and what he©s saying is, "Take a hint." 
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Newsletter Editor 
1920—46th Ave SW 
Seattle WA  98116-1917 

Return Service Requested 

November 3, 4, 5, 10,11, 12 
The Laramie Project 
A non-fiction play examining Laramie in the aftermath of the 
1998 death of Matthew Shepard, a young gay man brutally 
beaten and left to die. 
In the theatre of West Seattle High School 
$5 in advance; $10 at the door,  
call 252-8800 for information 
 
Saturday, November 5, 10:00 a.m. 
GOTV for Ron Sims 
Labor Temple, 2800 First Ave. 
 
Tuesday, November 8 
Election Day 
Don’t forget to vote!!! 
 
Wednesday, November 9, 6:30 social, 7:00 Meeting 
34th District Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 
 

Friday and Saturday, November 11 and 12 
WSDCC Meeting 
Ocean Shores 
 
Saturday, November 12, 5:30 
NARAL 25th Annual Liberty Ball Auction and Dinner 
Red Lion Hotel, ̀ 1416=5 5th Avenue in Seattle 
 
Wednesday, November 16, 5:30—7:30 
Dow’s 6th annual 39th Birthday Party 
Kells Irish Pub in Post Alley at the Market 
RSVP linda@lindamitchell.org 
 
Sunday, December 4, 6:00 
WSDCC Annual Holiday Party 
Rainier Club 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
34th District Annual Holiday Party—Save the Date!!! 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 
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Vote November 8 


