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November 10, 2004 
7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting 

The Hall at Fauntleroy 
9131 California Ave SW 

 
7:30 p.m. – Call to Order  
· Flag Salute 
· Approval of Agenda 
· Approval of Minutes 
· Chair’s Report 
· Treasurer’s Report 
· Committee Reports 
 
Program  
 
Discussion of Election results and 
everyone’s experience in getting out 
the vote. 
 
Presentation by Karen Farnsworth 
and Rebecca Wells on Instant Runoff 
Voting (I-318)  
 
New Business  
 
Old Business  
 
Good of the Order  
 
Adjourn  
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The Power of Working Together to Build Change 
This month’s meeting is the last one for the 2003-2004 term 
of the 34th District Democrat Legislative District organization.  
Yes, nearly two years have passed since this Board was 
elected in January 2003.  It has been an exciting time of 
unparalleled growth, challenge and change for this 
organization – particularly this past year with the 
unprecedented turnout for both the precinct and legislative 
district caucuses.   
 
It was inspiring for all on the Board to know so many in our 
District were angry enough at the disastrous policies of this 
Bush Administration to show up for the first time ever and 
participate in our grassroots process.   As chaotic as it was, 
we managed to still get through it and come out a stronger, 
more vital organization.  In fact, over the past 2 years we 
more than doubled our membership from 230 to 510 
members.   
 
Our average meeting attendance rose from about 35 to 
nearly 100.  Many new members became active, including 
leading our committees as well as participating on the 
Board.  Due to redistricting we merged with part of the 11th 
District, thus increasing our geographic span and diversity of 
precincts, and bringing us State Representative Eileen 
Cody, two active Board members, and many new members.  
We’ve also had great participation by Vashon.   Our 
newsletter mailing list more than doubled this year.  We’ve 
had a busy two election years of candidate forums and 
endorsements, particularly this high stakes Presidential year 
with all the state races as well.   
 
Financially we are now among the top Districts – thanks to 
such an awesome turnout at all the caucuses as well as 
membership dues, extra contributions from our 
higher level members, and two successful Garden 
Party fundraisers, we were able to turn around 
and contribute nearly $12,000 towards 
candidates, ballot measure campaigns, and our 
Get Out the Vote effort.   
 
This is also the last meeting I will chair.  My 
intention was to serve one term, in the hopes that 
we would attract a lot of new members and 
energy.  Indeed, that has happened.   I have 
been proud to serve at this very exciting time, 
and it is so gratifying to see a full room at our 
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What a successful event this 
turned out to be. Volunteers 
handed out all kinds of Kerry 
campaign materials along with 
campaign materials for other 
Democratic candidates, registered 
around 50 voters, raised money 
for the Kerry campaign fund, and 
found a few more Kerry 
volunteers. 
 
The 34th District Democrat 
sponsor sign was prominently 
displayed and copies of our 
newsletter were there at the 
festive booth decorated by lead 
organizer, Angela Uhl. There was 
a writing project organized by Roz 

Mason that allowed people to express and display their views right at the table. Anita 
Rocha, head of Burien for Kerry, reports that “The volunteers who spent time behind the 
table all reported positive experiences and heard hopeful stories of people's growing 
political involvement. We are so appreciative of the support provided by the 34th District 
Democrats. It made a big difference financially, but also just knowing that the 34th 
District Democrats were backing us had a significant impact.”  
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Ruth Carpenter, Toni Lysen, and Bonnieclare 
Erling at the Kerry for President Booth in 
Burien. Our sponsorship sign is on the right.  

This picture was taken at the Senator Patty 
Murray B Veterans meeting in Tacoma. 
General Clark  was coming by and shaking 
hands and I caught them both up close and 
personal.  
 
Norman gained veteran status in 1993 by 
special order since he was in a private 
ambulance corps attached to the British and 
also with the US forces in WWII. Because he 
served at least two months with the US forces, 
he was granted veteran status. 
  Georgie Kunkel 
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Bruce Stotler’s home was decorated in true Democratic style with signs with slogans 
like “Stop Mad Cowboy Disease—Vote Democrat,” “Support Our Troops, Vote Bush 
Out,” “Bush Lied,” along with 4 Kerry-Edwards Signs, a Patty Murray sign, and a Chris 
Gregoire sign. You can imagine Bruce’s horror when he walked out of his house and 
found all of this signs gone and in their place was a four by eight foot Bush-Cheney 
sign. For some reason they left the Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott signs. But I don’t 
know whether Joe and Eileen should be flattered or insulted. 
 
Bruce, again in true Democratic form, has his yard back in order now and this sign has 
been stored away out of sight.  If you have a creative use for this monstrosity, talk to 
Bruce. It’s not a cheap sign.  It’s a four by eight foot plastic sign with a foam core that 
folds up neatly for storage.  The Republicans must be having a hard time finding 
places to put these things if they had nothing better to do with it than to put it in 
Bruce’s yard.  
 
For information on Bruce’s police report, see the October 20 edition of the West 
Seattle Herald. 
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Vote No on I-872  
Don’t be fooled. I-872 creates a Louisiana-style primary that 
would sharply reduce your choices in general elections. Over a 
third of the statewide and congressional candidates who 
appeared on the general election ballot in 2000 would have 
been eliminated in the primary if I-872 had been the law. 
 
If I-872 is passed, third parties, minor parties and even 
independents will be eliminated from the general election ballot, 
leaving (in most cases) one Republican and one Democrat. In 
November 2000, 180,000 voters who voted for third party 
candidates in the general election would never have had that 
choice if I-872 had been the law.  
 
Under I-872 many voters will not be able to vote for a candidate 
that represents their philosophy because the two top vote-
getters in a race may be of the same party resulting in only one 
party being represented on the November ballot. In one-third of 
the races for Governor in the last twenty-five years, I-872 would 
have resulted in two general election gubernatorial candidates 
from the same party.  
 

Vote No on I-892 
Initiative 892 is an attempt to deceive voters into voting yes on 
the greatest expansion of gambling in the State of Washington 
with the lure of a property tax refund.  I-892 allows for the 
implementation of over 18,000 slot machines in neighborhood 
bars, bowling alleys, and restaurants. The miniscule cut in 
property taxes in no way makes up for this expansion into our 
neighborhoods.   
 
The only ones who stand to win if this initiative passes are the 
gambling consortiums that have had a history of problems. It 
would be devastating to the Native American tribes that use the 
revenue toward the betterment of their communities. Slot 
machines are currently confined to just a few reservations. 
Initiative I-892 would greatly expand the use of these machines. 
 
There is also the problem of gambling addiction. The approval of 
I-892 would undoubtedly increase the costs for treatment of 
gambling problems 
 

Vote Yes on I-297  
Initiative 297 would require contaminated sites to be cleaned up 
before more waste can be added; stop dumping of nuclear 
waste in unlined soil ditches; require cleanup of radioactive 
contamination at dumping grounds and contaminated 
groundwater; stop the Department of Energy from leaving high-
level nuclear waste in tanks at Hanford; and ensure that public, 
tribal and local government participate in cleanup decisions. 
 
The Department of Energy has plans to import an additional 
23,775 truckloads of radioactive waste for dumping at Hanford 
by trucking this toxic waste through our state. It’s time to clean 
up this toxic nuclear waste before allowing any more dumping. 
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We Don’t Need Goo-Goos 
Goo-Goos is what we call good-government 
types who forever tell us how to “fix” politics but 
who wouldn’t ever participate in the process 
themselves. We have a long history of their 
advice –much of it making bad problems worse, 
not better. 
 
The initiative was a goo-goo change. Looked 
good as an idea but look what it has done to our 
state. Eyman and company have figured how to 
use it to wreck our ability to govern the state.  
Goo-goos thought redistricting should be taken 
away from partisan legislators. Now an 
independent redistricting commission does the 
task. But the commission always decides not to 
draw lines that might cause any incumbent to 
lose. The result is a legislature where no member 
need ever fear losing to a challenger. 
 
What goo-goo thought that we could take money 
out of politics? What government does is collect 
taxes to be spent on contracts and wages. It’s a 
lot of money – billions and billions – so a lot of 
people have a big stake in who gets elected. 
What sane person believes that people who can 
make or lose millions depending on who wins 
wouldn’t try to influence elections? 
 
And now Initiative 872 supporters think we 
should switch to a primary that has been tried in 
only one state and is clearly worse than anything 
else. The top-two system they propose wouldn’t 
produce better candidates – Louisiana got Edwin 
Edwards and David Duke, the top-two crooks for 
governor. Both later went to prison.  
 
People generally don’t like change and of course 
some don’t like the new primary. But after they 
get used to it they’ll find out it works just fine. 
 
Remember that line about being careful, you just 
might get what you want? If I-872 passes you’ll 
definitely be sorry.  
 
Unless you think things have been getting better 
all the time. 
   Jeff Smith 
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The King County Charter Amendment is a Tim 
Eyman attempt to intimidate local government(s). In 
this case, the initiative was started by jail guards 
(who hired Eyman) seeking retribution for council 
attempts to rein in the incessant growth of criminal 
justice expenditures (that effort has been largely 
successful).  
 
The initiative would amend the county charter under 
which the unconstitutional Metro government was 
merged by voters into King County, creating a 
Metropolitan King County government with a 13-
member legislative body to ensure adequate urban, 
suburban and rural representation. The initiative 
would decrease democratic representation by 
increasing the number of constituents in each council 
district from the current 140,000 (more than 
represented by three legislators) to 200,000 per 
member.  
 
The entire legislative branch of the government 
currently accounts for less than 1/2 of 1% of the total 
King County budget. The marginal savings from 
eliminating four democratically elected 
representatives would solve no fiscal problems, but 
would drastically reduce oversight of the 
bureaucracy, the ability of members to solve 
constituent problems and serve in a regional role, 
and the access of citizens to their government.  
 
Voting for option 1B would ensure that, should the 
council reduction initiative pass, there would be 
enough time for a redistricting commission to 
convene and rationally draw new council districts. 
   Dow Constantine 

����������� �!����	���""�
We have rejected charter schools twice because they 
would take money from all students to benefit just a 
few.  They are run by private boards that are not 
publicly-elected like local school boards and statistics 
show that they do not deliver what they promise. 
Children in charter schools do not perform as well on 
math and reading tests than children in regular 
schools.  
 
The State must fulfill the its commitment to smaller 
class sizes and a qualified educator in every 
classroom before we even consider a transfer of 
money to an unproved system. 
 

Vote No on Monorail Recall  
The Monorail Recall was covered in last month’s 
newsletter.  We’ve already voted for the Monorail 
three times.  Let’s just build it.   
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meetings.  I have been lucky to have a 
very engaged, passionate Board of 
diverse points of view – we have 
managed to listen to each other and I 
believe make good decisions in setting 
the direction of the District.  I thank all of 
them, and all the work by so many 
particularly this past year.  
 
I also thank our elected officials who 
have often stepped in to help when we 
needed it, and given me advice when 
asked.  Dow Constantine has been a true 
champion – leading our huge Legislative 
District caucus, helping us secure the 
Hall at Fauntleroy for our meetings, and 
then stepping in as auctioneer at this 
year’s Garden Party.    
 
I also want to recognize the 
accomplishments of the Voter 
Registration and Get Out the Vote 
Committee.  Thanks to the energy, 
creativity and dedication of Sarah Earl, 
Steve Karbowski, Tim Nuse and Tanya 
Aguilar who jointly led both of these very 
successful efforts.  The District registered 
over 1,500 new voters – most of whom 
we think are voting for Kerry.  The GOTV 
committee -which also included Jackie 
Dupras, Bruce Stotler and myself – laid 
out a strategy which resulted in most of 
our District getting our sample ballot with 
our endorsed candidates and 
initiatives.  And thanks to all the PCO’s – 
I understand everyone has walked his or 
her precinct!   
 
Please plan to attend not only the 
November meeting but also the 
December meeting where new officers, 
and State and County committee 
representatives will be elected.  Consider 
running, or getting involved in leading a 
committee.   Despite the election results 
– let’s keep this organization growing! 
    
It has been a privilege and an honor 
serving as your Chair.   
  Katherine Minsch 
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