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Message From the Chairman

Point A to Point B, and Beyond
No matter how we get around, Seattle traffic can be a real
pain. It's going to get a lot worse.

The Alaskan Way Viaduct and the sea wall will have to be
repaired. That in itself will make getting in and out of the
34" District more difficult. But what will replace the

Viaduct? At our May 10 meeting, you'll hear plenty about it.

The 34" District Democrats will hear from representatives
of the State Department of Transportation, who will give us
a technical explanation of the project alternatives as they
presently stand.

Then we will hear from some of the leading citizen
advocates for their respective positions: Warren Aakervik,
president of Ballard Oil and former chair of the Ballard
Interbay Northend Manufacturing and Industrial Center,
who favors replacing the Viaduct with a new elevated
highway; Cary Moon of the People’s Waterfront Coalition,
which favors tearing down the Viaduct and rerouting traffic
to surface streets; and either a representative from Mayor
Nickels’ office or a representative of Seattle Allied Arts,
who will speak on behalf of a tunnel option.

We are fortunate to live in an area that has such high-level

sk

Meeting Notice

May 10, 2006
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program

We will hear a technical explanation of
the alternatives for the Alaskan Way
Viaduct and then from citizen advocates
for rebuilding the viaduct, replacing it with
a tunnel, or not replacing it at all. For
details, see Message from the Chairman.

Food Bank Donations

As always, there will be a basket for non-
perishable food donations for the food
banks in our area.

Potluck Snacks

Remember to bring something to snack
on with our beer or wine during our social
time before the meeting.

citizen activists, and grateful that they are willing to meet with us, especially because as circumstance
would have it, none of the elected officials who stand for one solution or another are available on our

May 10 meeting date.

Mayor Nickels, who favors the tunnel option, will be in Australia. Seattle City Councilman Peter
Steinbrueck, who favors a surface option, and Seattle City Councilman Nick Licata, who favors a

rebuild, will both be out of town.

We have invited elected officials, including Seattle City Council members, King County Council
members, and our state legislators, to attend, and we expect them to answer, to the best of their

ability, questions directed at them.

Please plan on coming early. We have invited members ]

of the 36" District Democrats, who, like us, have a vital In This Issue

stake in this project, to attend. We build our party by Caucus Recap........ccceeevvivieniiiiineens Page 2

supporting each other and working together toward our |Bulletin Board................................... Page 3

common goals. Letters ..o Page 4
Legislative Recap.....c..cccoecuvvveeeeeenn. Page 5

We look forward to seeing you Wednesday, May 10, for | MiNUteS.............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiii, Page 6

“all the democracy you can handle.” KCDCC ReEPOIt....cueeiiieiiieieiiiiiiiiieiens Page 7
Treasurer's Report .........cccceeeeeeeeen. Page 7

Ivan Weiss
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If You Missed the Caucus Here’'s a Rundown

We had a great turnout on a
sunny Saturday morning. Over
one hundred delegates showed
up to elect delegates to the State
Convention in Yakima and to
approve the 34th District Platform
and Resolutions.

We had 37 Democrats nominated
to fill 37 spots for Delegate to the
State Convention, which made it
pretty easy to pick the winners.
Six people were nominated as
alternates, and naturally all won. The six drew lots to determine the order in which they
will be selected at the convention.

The delegates in the picture are putting “dots” on resolutions that they considered to be
the most important. The resolutions were prioritized for consideration by the number of
dots each received. All the resolutions presented were considered, however. The
resolution for Universally Publicly Funding of Health Care beat out the Resolutions on
the Impeachment of President George Bush and for Withdrawal from Iraq, which shows
how important this neglected issue is. The Resolution on Impeaching Bush brought the
loudest cheers from those attending, however. Altogether we passed 42 resolutions out
of the 44 that had been posted. The full list is on our website.

Dina Johnson presented a resolution that had not been posted regarding Senate Bill 333
which calls for holding the current regime in Iran accountable for its threatening behavior
and for supporting a transition to democracy in Iran. The original resolution called for
Senator Cantwell, one of 51 co-sponsors of the resolution sponsored by Rick Santorum,
to clarify six items, including whether or not she believe that the United States should
use air strikes to destroy the Iranian nuclear program if sanctions or diplomacy don’t
convince the Iranian government to dismantle it, and whether or not she rule out the use
of nuclear weapons in such an attack. The resolution was amended to ask Senator
Cantwell to withdraw her sponsorship of the Senate Bill.

In Good of the Order, Delegates Dennis Saunders, Rebecca Wells, Walt Creekmore and
Lois Elenich each read alternate parts of a letter from Mark Wilson. Dan Schueler
reminded us that Mark Wilson, who is running against Maria Cantwell in the primary as a
Democrat, ran against Jay Inslee as a Libertarian and against Patty Murray as a Green.

Alix Pye Honored by Alki Community
Alix Pye, who has been involved in too many activities to list here
but include the League of Women Voters, West Seattle
Neighbors for Peace, the 34th District Democrats of course, and
the Alki Community Council. The 34th District Democrats had a
table at the Alki Community Fair with information about the 34th
District Democrats and our upcoming Alternative Energy Forum.
While we were there, we were pleased to see Alix honored with a
plague in appreciation of all the work that she has done for the
Alki community over the years. If we hadn’t been there, we never
would have known about it and | have a feeling that Alix wouldn’t
have told us.

Congratulations, Alix.

Alix at a West Seattle Neighbors Event in the West Seattle
Junction Photo by Dina Johnson
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Newsletter Mailing Party

Because the State Convention will be held on the
Saturday that the newsletter is usually mailed, the
June newsletter mailing party will be on the afternoon

of Monday, June 5. Call Jackie Dupras if you can help.

Coordinated Campaign

This is an important election year and we desperately
need volunteers to make sure that we still have two
Democratic Senators. Volunteers are needed to
doorbell, drop campaign literature, make phone calls,
and anything else. Contact our Field Coordinator John
Ehrman at johne@wa-democrats.org

Darcy Burner Campaign

Darcy Burner's campaign needs volunteers. This race
is not in our district but Darcy has a good chance of
beating Dave Reichert and she needs help to make
that happen. If you would like to see her take over
this important seat, contact Field Coordinator Dan
Nolte. Her office number is 425-454-0402

Outreach Events:

May 13- Volunteer Chore Services
Volunteers are needed to help some of our neighbors
who might have a little trouble doing it themselves.
Most of the work is yard work and light cleaning.
Contact Steve Karbowski if you can help out.

May 20—White Center Clean-up

The 34th District Democrats did this as a group last
year and not only did we have the satisfaction of
helping out our neighbors in White Center, but we had
fun doing it. There’s a variety of projects, including
yard work, general cleaning, hauling away trash and
window washing. The event runs from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00, followed by lunch and entertainment. If we still
have the energy, we’ll meet at the Beveridge Place
Pub after lunch. Call Sarah Earl at 817-2861 for more
information or to let her know you want to help out, or
e-mail her at artemisonsite @comcast.net

May 20— Mayor’s Clean & Green
This clean-up event will begin at 9:00 a.m. at Lowman
Beach, move on to Solstice Park near Lincoln Park,
and end at the Beveridge Place Pub around noon to
1:00. The Mayor will be at Lowman Park from 9:00 to
9:45. Contact Steve Karbowski or Sarah Earl if you
are interested in doing this.

Ongoing Events

West Seattle Food Bank

There are volunteer activities all during the week
including picking up food from stores in a van,
unloading trucks, putting food away and distribution of
food at the food bank. Call Ali at the Food Bank at
932-9023 to volunteer and let her know that you are
with the 34th District Democrats.

Keep those receipts coming for Morgan Street
Thriftway and Metropolitan Market. These two stores
will donate 1% of the amount of your receipts to the
West Seattle Food Bank

34th District Day -White Center Food Bank
The White Center Food Bank will be open for food
distribution one more evening a month and has asked
The 34th District Democrats to provide volunteers for
that time. The evening of the fourth Wednesday will be
our special day to show our support for the White
Center Community. There are other times you can
help if you can’t make it on the fourth Wednesday. If
you have any time at all to help the food bank, call
Beth Grieser at 938-5706 for more information.

MEETINGS

Executive Board

The Executive Board is meeting on May 17 at 7:00 at
Ann Martin’s home. All members are welcome to
attend.

West Seattle Democratic Women

The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic
Women will be on Thursday, May 25, at Daystar,
across the street from Westwood Village on Barton
Street. The meeting starts promptly at 11:30, but
please arrive early to sign in and visit with your
friends. Someone will always be there at 11:00 to
greet you. The speaker this month is Representative
Joe McDermott who will talk about his goals for the
next legislative session and about education. We have
two winners of our scholarships who will read their
winning essays .Lunch is $6.00 and includes coffee
and dessert. Men are welcome as members or guests.

Alternative Energy Forum Meeting
If you are interested in being part of this committee,
please join Tim Nuse and the rest of the committee at
7:00 at the Elliot Bay Brewery on Monday, May 15.




Redistributing Wealth

Everyday, at least 35,000 people—85% of them children—
die from causes such as AIDS and starvation, with the vast
majority of those deaths occurring in Africa. Worldwide,
over one billion people subsist on less than one dollar per
day. The continuation of this extreme poverty is caused by
three main things: the lack of effective foreign aid, poor
governance by entrenched dictators, and—most
importantly—an international trading regime that is
fundamentally flawed.

For the most part, the Democratic Party has a decent track
record on international development. We are for increasing
the pitifully small amount of development aid that is put to
good use in Africa (right now, the figure stands at $118
million, or just 18 cents per person south of the Sahara),
and we are beginning to link assistance to good
governance. However, when is comes to trading rules, we
must rid ourselves of our protectionist tendency.

Africa’s economy depends on agriculture and
manufacturing, not the service-intensive economy we are
used to. And, as with any economy, their product requires
a market for sale, the preferable market being where the
money is: America and Western Europe. However, our
trade barriers—especially tariffs, quotas, and agricultural
subsidies—have made it impossible for African nations to
compete.

Subsidies are perhaps the gravest crime against the needy.

They allow farm corporations to depress their prices below
the natural market level, thus making the African produce
uncompetitive in the world market. Furthermore, this
corporate welfare allows for overproduction at home, with
cheap, unneeded product “dumped” on Africa and other
developing regions so that even domestic markets are cut
off. Subsidies are followed in equal measure by quotas
and tariffs. Quotas, as most people know, keep foreign
supply below domestic demand, ensuring that local
producers always have access to customers, and
unintentionally guaranteeing that African farmers will not be
able to secure access to much-needed customers. Tariffs
serve a similar purpose: increasing the cost of foreign
imports so as to give American products a home-field
advantage.

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters to
the editor are those of the author and not necessarily those
of the 34th District Democrats. All submissions are subject
to editing for space and content and are limited to 500
words. Articles, photos and notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 —
46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.

Numerous economists, including Jeffrey Sachs, the
architect of the UN Millennium Development Plan that
Bush managed to scuttle last year, has made trade
liberalization in the developed world a high priority. It
has been predicted that, if current liberalizing trends
continue, just 650 million people will be living in extreme
poverty in 2015 (down from a billion now). As an
example of trade’s humanitarian effects, consider Africa
as a whole: if the continent increases its share of global
trade by just 1%, then the effect will be an additional $70
billion in export receipts, a huge amount in a continent
where aid is often measured in the tens of millions.

For the first time in history, we can conquer poverty.
However, until we make it possible for Africans to help
themselves (and combine this with an infusion of aid
investments and demands for better governance) the
900 million people of Africa will continue to suffer, and
thousands of children will die every day.

Tyler Smith

Are You Drinking Liberally?

If not, why not?

Cherisse Luxa and Liz Giba-Knowles are
hosting Drinking Liberally at Mick Kelly’s Irish
Pub at 435 SW 152nd in Burien on the fourth
Wednesday of each month which this month
is May 25. This is a wonderful way to meet
fellow liberals and Bush-bashers, and last
month saw quite a crowd including State
Party Chair Dwight Pelz and several bloggers
including Goldie, the Horse’s Ass (horsesass.
org) You do not have to be 21 years old to enter this
pub, and while “talking liberally” is a must, you don’t
really have to “drink liberally.”

Tell the Governor to Opt Out of GATS
PCO Rebecca Wells is requesting that 34th District
members ask Governor Gregoire to opt out of the
proposed WTO General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS) expansion. The governors of Oregon
and Maine have already done so. While trade policies
are set at the federal level, states have the authority to
decide whether they wish to be covered in areas such
as services and government procurement, which are
traditionally within the realm of state and local authority.
The agreement poses threats to the jobs, wages and
occupational health and safety of the workers employed
in service jobs. And privatizing service sectors that were
formerly public and opening them up to competition by
foreign corporations. For more information go to
www.citizenstrade.org/ and then to WTO under Trade
Agreements.



Legislative Rundown from April Meeting with Erik, Joe and Eileen

From Left to right; Chair lvan Weiss, First Vice Chair

Tania Aguilar, Senator Erik Poulsen,

Representatives Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott

Photo by Bill Schrier

Accomplishments and Disappointments

The greatest accomplishment of the last session
was that the Cal Anderson Civil Rights Bill passed
and is now law. The biggest disappointment was
probably that the Fair Share Bill did not come up for
a vote. The bill would have required large employers
like Wal-Mart to pay at least 9% of their employee
costs in health insurance.

Senator Erik Poulsen

Erik was appointed by the Governor to the
Columbia River Task Force to break a decade-old
deadlock on water rights in Eastern Washington. A
historic compromise was reached calling for one
third of water to stay in the river for fish leaving the
other two-thirds available for irrigation. This is the
biggest single investment ever in water storage, and
the first time that Republicans have acknowledged
that taking water out of rivers hurts fish.

A bill on biofuels passed, making Washington the second in the nation with minimum requirements for
biofuels in fuel supply. An added bonus is that Easter Washington farmers will receive a much needed

market for both ethanol and biodiesel,

In the past Regional Transportation District money could be used only for roads, but now it can be used for
transit and passenger-only ferries. King County will provide a report to the state about how the County can
take over passenger ferry service. But jobs must stay unionized with no private operators or service
interruptions, and there will be no subsidies from the State.

Representative Joe McDermott

This year the legislature created the Promoting Academic Success (PAS) program that includes $28 million
in statewide funding so school districts can design their own programs to help kids pass. Many students

with certain learning disabilities and test anxiety might not be able to pass the WASL. There will be funding
for alternatives assessments, such as GPA equivalence and portfolio work, to demonstrate mastery of skills

for high school graduation.

The date of the State Primary will be changed to the third week in August effective in 2007, allowing more

time between elections for recounts.

Meetings on White Center Annexation
These forums have been scheduled by King County:
Saturday, May 13, 9:00—10:30 a.m.

BEvergreen High School Cafeteria, 830 SW116th St

Tuesday, May 16, 7:00—8:30 p.m.
Southern Heights Blementary Cafeteria, 11249 14th S

Tuesday, May 23, 7:00—8:30 p.m.
Hilltop Elementary Cafeteria, 12250 24th Ave S

The City of Burien has scheduled the following meetings:
Tuesday, May 31, 7:00—8:30
Burien City Hall, 415 SW 150th St

Saturday, June 3, 10:30 am. to noon
Hazel Valley Elementary Cafeteria, 402 SW132nd St

Wednesday, June 7, 7:00—8:30 p.m
Syivester Middle School , 16222 Sylvester Rd SW

Representative Eileen Cody

A medical malpractice bill was passed, proving that we
were correct to endorse neither of the initiatives in the
last election

A measure was passed allowing for health care
declarations in living wills that will be kept on file so any
health care provider can access them.

The legislature eliminated the unemployment changes
that were made two years ago that adversely affected
seasonal workers.

An increase in funding of the State Basic Health Plan
will add 6,500 adults and 14,000 children to the State
Basic Health Plan by July 1. These spots will fast, so if
you know of someone who needs this, tell them to act
fast.

The State allocated $2 million to prepare for a potential
pandemic. Eileen is not convinced the available drugs
will actually combat a pandemic
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Minutes of 34th Duistrict Democrats of April 12, 2006

This is an edited version of the minutes. See
our website for the official unedited version.

Chair lvan Weiss called the meeting to order at
7:04PM. State Senator Erik Poulsen led the Flag
salute.

Ivan noted the “National Day of Action for
Immigration Justice” march on April 10th. Over
25,000 people marched through downtown
Seattle, include a number of 34th District members
carrying our banner.

Ivan introduced member Georgie Kunkel. She
and her husband Norman have written a new
book on their lives: WWII Liberator's Life: AFS
Ambulance Driver Chooses Peace.

The Outreach Committee is planning a volunteer
chore services cleanup in White Center on May
13th. The cleanups help low income people whose
houses have gotten away from them. Members
should contact Sarah Earl or Steve Karbowski via
e-mail or phone to help. On May 20 there will be
three events — the annual White Center cleanup
and two neighborhood cleanups in West Seattle.
Details are on the website; all members are urged
to turn out to help.

The District caucus is on April 22 at Chief Sealth
School High School. Credentials Chair Ann Martin
needs two more people to help with sign-in.

Drinking Liberally. Ivan introduced members
Cherisse Luxa and Liz Giba, hosts for the Burien
chapter of Drinking Liberally. The meetings are
held at Mick® in Burien, a family friendly place.
Cherisse passed around a signup sheet for the e-
mail list. Dwight Pelz is invited as the special guest
this month — meetings are on the website, but are
the fourth Wednesday of the month.

Poll Workers. Ivan recognized Ann Martin who
is recruiting volunteers to call people who have
previously worked as poll workers to work this
year's elections. PCO® have top priority for such
position, with second priority going to someone
nominated by a PCO. Since King County is going
to “all mail” elections, this may be your last chance
to work as a poll worker. Linda Johnson
commented that volunteers are needed to help
with the DAVE machines that disabled voters will
be using in this election.

Treasurer’s Report. Ivan recognized Treasurer
Greg Doss and Assistant Treasurer Ann Owchar.
They've both gone through Public Disclosure
training that will help them comply with the various

-6-

state laws. In particular, we need to collect names
and addresses for most cash contributions. We
can only receive $300 a year anonymously -
anything over that goes to the state party. Greg
reported the cash-on-hand balance as of March
31st at $13,062. We received $835 from
donations at the March 6 caucuses.

Program: Report from the Legislative Session
Ivan introduced Senator Erik Poulsen,
Representatives Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott,
stating they had as large an influence on as many
different issues as any other district delegation in
the state. More details on Page 5.

New business:

Motion of Appreciation. Robin Hess moved that
we of the 34th district express our appreciation to
our three legislators for giving us the best
representation in the legislature. Voting on this
motion at this meeting requires suspension of the
rules. The vote to suspend was unanimous.
Georgie Kunkel suggested a friendly amendment:
Substitute the term "highest quality" for “best”.
Robin Hess accepted this amendment. The
original motion passed unanimously.

Good of the Order

Dina Johnson: Sat Apr 29th is national party®
neighbor-to-neighbor day. No one in West Seattle
has as yet signed up to participate. Dina will help
coordinate.

Dina Johnson: The federal appeals court ruled this
week that Jim McDermott did violate Federal law
in making public taped cell phone conversations.
His legal expenses are over $700,000. Dina is
planning a benefit for him in August at Columbia
City Theatre. Call her if you can help plan the
event. lvan noted that we've had at least four fund
raisers for McDermott’s legal fund in the district.

Linda Johnson: Tonight we have at the meeting
the first woman to serve on the State Court of
Appeals. She’s also climbed every volcano in the
state and kayaked Puget Sound. Linda asked for a
hand of applause for member Ethel Williams.

Beth Grieser reminded us that this month’s West
Seattle Democratic Women’s meeting is on
Thursday, April 27 at 11:30 a.m. at Daystar. A
speaker from Planned Parenthood will speak on
“Women'’s Right to Choose.”.

The meeting adjourned at 8:48.

Respectfully submitted, by Bill Schrier, Secretary



Report from King County Democrats Meeting of April 25
Several resolutions were passed: a Resolution in Support of Retaining the State’s Anti-Discrimination
Law, a Resolution to Oppose Initiative 933, the so-called Property Fairness Act that would eviscerate
our zoning and ecology laws; Sharon Mast presented a Resolution to Save the Spirit of Washington
Dinner Train. This resolution was about more than just the Spirit of Washington as it included “Rails
with Trails” as part of King County Government’s efforts to preserve the eastside rail corridor.

A resolution that would have supported Julia Patterson & Bob Ferguson'’s plan for civilian oversight of
the Sheriff's Department was tabled until the blue ribbon panel which is looking at the current systems,
procedures etc. relating to misconduct completes their work. There was concern that this proposal
might be a bit premature and it would be wise to wait until the panel completes their work and offers
their own recommendations. Suzie will invite Sheriff Sue Rahr to speak to the KCDCC before it comes
up again.

Linnea Peterson made a motion that the KCDCC endorse Maria Cantwell. There was a fair amount of
discussion on whether or not the KCDCC could endorse candidates who had not submitted a
questionnaire. Some felt that she had let us down on Iraq and CAFTA and although we will support
her, it isn’t the right time to endorse her. This endorsement was tabled.

Mark Wilson, who is running as a Democrat against Cantwell, spoke briefly. Some of his supporters
had been irritated and insulting because Suzie Sheary would not change the rules to allow more than
three minutes for him to speak.

Rob Dolin told us to check out the blog on the

: Treasurer’s Report
KCDCC web page. Joel Ware said that the KCDCC

draft platform is there also. Balance as of March 31............. $13,042.66

April EXPenses.......ccccceeevviciiineennn. 2,324.40
From information submitted by April Revenue I 420.99
Cherisse Luxa and Robin Hess Balance as of April 24.................. 11,139.25

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Precinct

Address Zip

Telephone E-Mail

Occupation Employer City
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):

$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor

$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
Household — You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:

Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish
your information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Wednesday, May 3, 7:30 p.m.

Kate Michelman , Former President of NARAL
Pro-Choice America, $5

Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave

Thursday, May 4, 7:00 p.m.

ACLU Presents:

Spying, Secrecy and Presidential Power, Free
Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave

Saturday, May 6, 2:00
King County Democratic Convention
Aerospace Machinists Hall, 9125 15th Ave S

Monday, May 8, 7:00 p.m.
Cindy Sheehan, $15,
Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave

Wednesday, May 12, 6:30 social; 7:00 Meeting
34th District Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, May 13, 7:30
Seattle Labor Chorus Annual Sing-along
Haller Lake Community Club 12579 Densmore N

Calendar

Saturday, May 20. 10:30

KCDCC—Ride the Spirit of Washington

Take the train and have lunch and fun with
candidates and elected officials.

Spirit of Washington Train Depot in Renton

Tuesday, May 23, 7:30

What Women Really Want -

Celinda Lake and Kellyanne Conway,o-founders
of MoveOn.org $5

Tuesday, May 23, 7:00
KCDCC Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters’ Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Thursday, June 1, 5:30—8:00 p.m.

Adam Smith Campaign Kickoff Party
Washington State History Museum

1911 Pacific Ave, Tacoma,

RSVP 253-572-6125 or sarahhy@comcast.net

The weekend of June 2—4
Washington State Convention
Yakima Convention Center

! "
Newsletter Editor
1920—46th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98116-1917
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