
Report from the Chair 
We’re pretty fortunate to have a solidly  Democratic District. 
The 34th has not been represented by a Republican in 
Olympia since Bruce Addison’s House term ended in 1984. 
Since Addison, no Republican has been elected to serve any 
legislative district that includes Seattle.  
 
I used to know Bruce. He was always reasonable, even 
though we mostly disagreed. Unless he has moved pretty far 
right these days, I don’t think his style, and his willingness to 
deal, would sit well in today’s Republican Party.  
 
But until last month, it would have been hard to tell, because 
sightings of Republicans in the 34th have been pretty rare. But 
they showed up at our meeting in April, in the form of 
“property-rights” activists, mostly from Eastern King County, to 
“greet” county Executive Ron Sims. 
 
These folks like to bluster that they are going to “bring down 
King Ron,” although it is a mystery where their votes are 
supposed to come from. In the meantime, you can find them 
hanging out either at Stefan Sharkansky’s blog, 
<www.soundpolitics.com>, or their own blogs. “Sound Politics” 
has all the links.  
 
When they’re not talking to each other about what a rotten 
human being anyone to the left of them is, they’re harassing 
us by e-mail. Here are some examples sent to me from Ron 
Ewart of Fall City, who apparently is the intellectual force 
behind this “movement” locally. Here’s how he described our 
meeting. Those of you who were there can make up your own 
minds about the level of his political discourse: 
 
“The moderator introduced Ron and Ron started out with his 
usual fare of rabid social programs that steal more of our 
taxes and his radical environmental programs that steal more 
of our land. All the good little Democrats in the room applauded at almost every utterance.  A few 
muffled boos could be heard from our ranks.  Ron and the Seattleites that put him in office, are indeed 
a pitiful sight to behold, for freedom-loving Americans everywhere.  He and his socialist followers are 
the antithesis of freedom, liberty and property rights.  In contrast, he and his ilk are the epitome of 
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May 11,2005 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
 

7:00 p.m. – Call to Order  
· Flag Salute 
· Approval of Agenda 
· Approval of Minutes 
· Chair’s Report 
· Treasurer’s Report 
· Committee Reports 
 
Program  
· Mayor  (and 34th District 

Member) Greg Nickels  
· Dan Becraft and Peter Coates, 

Candidates for Port of Seattle 
Commissioner  

· Cheryl Chow, Seattle School 
Board Candidate 

 
New Business  
PCO Appointments 
 
Old Business  
 
Good of the Order  
 
9:00 Adjourn  
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Potluck Snacks 
If you can bring a snack to the meeting you 
will be greeted with open arms. It doesn’t 
have to be much: cheese and crackers or 
salsa and chips would do just fine. If you feel 
so inclined, though,  something homemade 
would endear you to the rest of us forever. 
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In case you missed our last meeting, the 
anti-Critical Areas Ordinance people 
were out in force and made entering the 
Hall a truly interesting experience. For 
the most part they were polite but at 
least one is, well, a bit off kilter. In an e-
mail to his group, cc to Ivan (big 
mistake), this is what he had to say. 
“Ron Sims and his entourage of do-
gooders along with 34th District 
Democrats, had to go through our 
gauntlet to attend the meeting.”  
Entourage of do-gooders? But we did 

walk through a gauntlet. These people were obviously new to demonstrating. There was 
something satisfying about watching Susan Harmon very politely explaining to these 
right-wingers that you cannot block the sidewalks or the crosswalk and showing them 
where they could stand and where they couldn’t. Susan certainly knows what she is 
talking about —she’s walked her share of her picket lines.  
 
This same man also had a slightly different view of our County Executive who was 
unanimously endorsed at this same meeting. “He [Ron Sims] and his socialist followers 
are the antithesis of freedom, liberty and property rights. In contrast, he and his ilk are 

the epitome of socialism and radical 
environmentalism gone amok, that 
oozes out of every pore of Europe, 
Canada and the United Nations. He 
and the folks that elect him and others 
just like him, are true enemies of a free 
state.”  Did you like that? There’s 
more. He also seemed to think that 
their cause is comparable to the 

Revolutionary War. “What Seattleite are doing to us in the rural areas, through their 
elected representatives, the British did to the colonials and thus the embers of a war 
between the city folk and the country folk are being fanned into a real flame. Emotions 
are raw and almost anything can happen and is.”  
 
Despite this, we had a good meeting.  Ivan opened the meeting by explaining that he 
lives on five acres Vashon, and it’s laws like the Critical Areas Ordinance that keep 
Vashon  the beautiful place to live that it is. There was no response from the people that 
were by this time standing in the back of the room. If you are wondering what the critical 
areas ordinance is, it is meant to protect land in unincorporated King County from 
flooding and erosion coming from neighboring properties and protect groundwater and 
wildlife habit and ensure that urban areas do their part to protect water quality and 
wetlands. This obviously affects what people can do with their land. 
 
They do have an interesting plan for making sure that we do their bidding: “So this is 
what I am proposing. Our protests should be now focused on the City of Seattle. We 
should bring this enclave of socialism to its 
knees with protests that block streets, shut 
down buss (sic) routes, infuriate 
commuters and generally make their lives 
miserable, as the candidates they elect into 
office have made ours. “ Enclave of 
socialism?  Seattle? And what do you want 
to bet that these same people who are 
threatening to make our lives miserable 
because of whom we choose to elect were 
not exactly sympathetic to the WTO and 
anti-war protestors. 
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“Socialist” Ron Sims with 34th District 
“do-gooders” before the April meeting 
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The King County Democratic Coordinating Committee 
met on Tuesday evening, April 26, 2005, at the Shoreline 
Senior Center.  
 
Cleve Stockmeyer, incumbent Seattle Monorail board 
member, asked for KCDCC support and announced his 
campaign kick-off, which was held on Saturday, April 30. 
Port Commission candidates Pat Davis (incumbent) and 
Dan Becraft spoke about their priorities. Davis said she is 
interested in creating jobs, protecting the working 
waterfront, environment protection, and improving the 
cruise ship capacity of the Port. Becraft said he wants to 
wean the Port of its dependence on property tax dollars 
(roughly $62 million annually) and make a profit; he 
wants to support unions. 
 
An energy fair was the main program. An interesting mix 
of scary statistics about oil reserves, global warming and 
other conditions and information about the potential of 
solar power and new legislation passed in the recent 
session made for a lively discussion. 32nd District  
Representative Maralyn Chase talked about her interest 
in developing markets for solar power and in creating 
jobs in this industry. Chris McCullough 
(chris@jayinslee.com) described the Apollo Act, which is 
legislation Rep. Jay Inslee is pushing modeled after the 
“Apollo” moon landing challenge by President Kennedy in 
the 1960’s. This act is a three pronged response to 
energy demand and global warming – environmental 
(slow carbon dioxide production), national security, and 
economy (create jobs and invest in research and 
development of new technologies using the governments 
buying power to reduce the cost of that technology – 
increase demand and decrease cost). A investment of 
$300 billion will be paid back in energy services and job 
creation. 
 
The business meeting included officer reports. Of note 
are the following: The KCDCC website is up – 
kcdems.org; Justin Simmons resigned– a new treasurer, 
Chuck Laney, was elected and Sharon Mast was elected 
replacement finance chair; Gurine Nordby asked that 
district newsletters include a request for election 
inspectors, especially those willing to travel some 
distances from home; Toni Lysen resigned as Legislative 
Action Committee – Tina Shamseldin was elected her 
replacement; and a school closure investigative 
committee was appointed. 
 
Motions were passed giving an early endorsement to 
Dow Constantine for the 8th County Council District seat 
and adopting a resolution opposing King County Initiative 
22, which would make the County Council and County 
Executive offices non-partisan. All citizens, community 
organizations, businesses, candidates for partisan office 
and other groups who are interested in transparent, 
accessible, accountable and effective county government 
are encouraged to publicly oppose I-22. 
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We have not had an active Outreach Committee in a long 
time, but this year the committee has a variety of projects 
planned for PCO’s and members. Steve Karbowski and 
Sarah Earl are co-chairs. 
 
Sarah and Steve will be contacting PCO’s throughout the 
spring and summer. Their goal is to contact all PCO’s 
and request their participation in a membership building 
exercise and to present a goal to PCO’s to recruit new 
members for the 34th District Democrats.  PCO’s will be 
canvassing their precincts to update their walking lists, 
and this will be a good time to recruit new members. 
They will also be asking voters what issues they are 
interested in and what they think we should be doing as a 
district. The focus will be on finding out what the voters 
think, although we will be discussing issues that are of 
interest to most voters.  
 
Another option would be hosting house/block parties with 
issues discussion ideas. The committee will provide all 
materials for the house parties. 
 
Tanya Aguilar will be working to identify events, fairs, 
festivals and celebrations to set up booths to engage the 
public, recruit new members and register new voters. We 
will have booths at  the West Seattle Junction Festival, 
White Center Jubilee Days, Alki Arts Festival, Burien 
Strawberry Festival, among others.  
 
Tim Nuse will work to identify community groups to work 
with to bring the 34th District message and assistance. 
These groups will include social service organizations, 
neighborhood groups, church groups, food banks, 
environmental organizations, among other festivals. 
 
Another project is to devise a District Latino Outreach 
Project to increase Latino and other minority participation 
and membership in the 34th District Democrats, to recruit 
for PCO positions,  and to assemble a committee with 
several Spanish speakers and target key precincts with 
large Latino populations. 
 
Check the Bulletin Board on Page 3 for activities. 
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socialism and radical environmentalism gone 
amok, that oozes out of every pore of Europe, 
Canada and the United Nations.  He and the 
folks that elect him and others just like him, are 
true enemies of a free state.  Every time he 
opens his mouth, it costs free Americans in King 
County more of their tax money.  Every time he 
pontificates what he is doing, or what he is going 
to do to protect the environment, thousands 
of King County rural landowners lose another 
freedom, or more of their land.” 
 
We’re the “enemies of freedom,” right? Here’s 
more. Last time I checked, Seattle was part of 
King County, and we were “real” King County 
citizens:  
 
“It was socialists Seattleites that put Ron and his 
Democrat enablers into office that gave us the 
CAO. It was Seattleite office holders that gave us 
the gerrymandered 9 council districts.  They have 
given us Tent cities, election 
fiascos, $40,000,000 failed computer systems, 
gave away swimming pools for free and handing 
over $1.5 Million to the receiver, UnSound transit 
and the list goes on and on.  And now we 
learn Rom Sims' kingdom is selling brain 
tissue.  It is Seattleites that will again perpetrate 
this madness on real  King County Citizens, the 
rural landowner, if we allow them to re-elect this 
Socialist into office for a third term.  King County 
has zero control over what happens in 
Seattle.  However, Seattleites have dictatorial 
control over what goes on in the rural areas of 
King County.  Hardly equal representation.  It is a 
unconstitutional travesty that must be remedied 
now.” 
 
Unconstitutional, he says. Gerrymandered, he 
says. Does he forget that the map for redistricting 
the King County Council districts that he and his 
supporters presented violated state law six ways 
from Sunday by not recognizing existing 
jurisdictions? Does he ignore that these maps 
are all part of the public record, and any 
disinterested third party can judge who produced 
a fair map, and who did not. The redistricting 
board all but laughed these guys out of the room. 
 
Now here’s the kicker, in an e-mail Ewart sent to 
Joel Connelly of the Seattle P-I, who attended 
our meeting. I appreciate that he e-mailed me a 
copy: 
 
“The Pacific Legal Foundation is suing Ron Sims 
and the County on the grounds that portions of 
the CAO are pure and simple, 

unconstitutional.  And they are.  Anger is building 
in the rural areas all across the state because we 
are tired of paying for Ron Sims' social and 
environmental folly, along with viaducts, bridges 
and freeways, that only serve the Seattle 
area.  But mostly, anger is building in rural King 
County and we intend to be Ron Sims worst 
nightmare.” 
 
Pacific Legal Foundation? You mean these are 
not just a bunch of poor, honest rural landowners 
struggling under the burden of excessive taxation 
and oppressive, restrictive land-use policy, 
forced on them by Green fascists?  
 
Hardly. Ewart and his buddies are just the shock 
troops for some pretty heavy hitters in the land-
use wars. According to the Center for Corporate 
Policy <www.corporatepolicy.org>, here’s who is 
backing the guys who are backing some of our 
vocal rural neighbors: 
 
“PLF's annual revenues in 2003 were $6.67 
million. Twenty percent came from corporations, 
43 percent from individuals and 24 percent from 
foundation grants, including Sarah Scaife, Castle 
Rock and John M. Olin Foundation. These 
foundations have consistently funded PLF over 
two decades. Corporations giving to PLF include 
Weyerhaeuser, Chevron, and Exxon. “ 
 
 Oil, timber, and mining—those friends of the 
environment, those friends of clean air and 
water. Doesn’t it warm your heart? 
 
I’ll tell you what it does for me.  It makes me want 
to mobilize. It makes me want to organize. It 
makes me want to get out every vote we can get 
out in the 34th District and send these folks a 
message: NOT IN OUR HOUSE! 
 
See you at the May 11 meeting. Let’s get to 
work! 
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The opinions expressed in submitted articles and 
letters to the editor are those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the 34th District 
Democrats or the Executive Board.  All letters 
are subject to editing for space and content.  
Articles, photos and notices of upcoming events 
are strongly encouraged.  Mail to Jackie Dupras, 
1920 – 46th SW, Seattle, WA  98116 or 
jdupras@quidnunc.net. 
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Flag Salute led by King County Executive Ron 
Sims  
 
Chair Ivan Weiss introduced Ron Sims to 
meeting attendees. King County Executive Ron 
Sims is running for re-election this year and 
wanted an opportunity to update our members 
with some of his accomplishments and goals 
that he will be addressing in the future. 
systematic problem in our voting system.  
 
Ann Martin is a member on the Elections Board 
and is looking for volunteers to become 
inspectors, judges, and observers for upcoming 
elections.  
 
Seattle City Council (Pos. 2) member Richard 
Conlin addressed meeting regarding his 
upcoming bid for re-election in 2005. 
 
Chair recognized King County Council Member 
Dwight Pelz who is running against Richard 
Conlin for Pos. 2 on the City Council.  
 
Chair recognized Angel Bolanos who is running 
for Seattle City Council (Pos. 8) that is currently 
held by Richard McIver.  
 
Chair recognized Robert Rosencrantz who is 
also running for Pos. 8 on the Seattle City 
Council.  
 
Chairs Report: 
Chair reported that there was strong 
participation from citizens to lobby against the 
Bankruptcy Bill and thanked them for their hard 
work. Ivan delivered a letter to Adam Smith 
from the 34th District Democrats at a citizen’s 
rally in Tacoma expressing our concern over 
his possible vote for the bankruptcy bill. Actions 
from local lobbying efforts have resulted in both 
Adam Smith and Jay Inslee voting NO on the 
Bankruptcy Bill.  
 
New Business: 
Member Georgie Kunkel announced that the 
next West Seattle Democratic Women would 
be Thursday, April 28th, 11:00 am at Merrill 
Gardens. This group currently has over 45 
members. 
 
White Center Clean-Up Day will be on 
Saturday, May 14th. Chair asked that all hands 
be on deck for this one as it will be a positive 
event for 34th District Democrats to show their 
support for our White Center community. 
 
Chair recognized member Russ Brubaker: 
Russ moved that the 34th District Democrats 

make an early endorsement of Ron Sims for re-
election. Motion was approved and unopposed.  
 
Chair recognized 1st Vice Chair Lara-Ann 
Jordan, who recognized Chair Ivan Weiss: Ivan 
moved to give King County Council member 
Dow Constantine an early endorsement. The 
motion was approved and unopposed. Dow 
briefly stood up and thanked the 34th District for 
their support.  
 
New PCOs: Steve Karbowski 34-1427 and 
Irene Stewart 34-1473.  
 
Chair recognized State Committeeman Bruce 
Stotler: Bruce gave a brief report about the 
April 2nd meeting in Pasco.  
 
Chair recognized member Tyler Smith: Smith 
moved that the State Democratic Central 
Committee should increase their membership 
from one to two of each gender for Young 
Democrats. Tyler made a case that the Young 
Democrats have played a key role in some 
important elections and gave the election of 
Brian Weinstein as an example. Before the 
membership voted on the motion, Sarah Earl 
spoke up in support followed by Leslie Harris 
who spoke against. Russ Brubaker made a 
rebuttal in support followed by Bruce Stotler 
against. In the end, the membership voted to 
approve the motion. 
  
Chair recognized King County 
Committeewoman Alternate Tanya Aguilar: 
Tanya reminded us that Jim McDermott will be 
conducting a community meeting on Saturday, 
April 23rd at White Center Heights Elementary 
from 10:00-11:30 am. 
 
Chair recognized Conrad Knudtson: Conrad 
reminded the membership that we are in need 
of a new By-Laws Chairperson. 
 
Meeting Adjourn: 9:00 PM 
 
 Respectfully submitted by  
 Leesa Tucker , Secretary 
 
This is an abbreviated version of the minutes. 
The full version is available on the website. 
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Balance at end of March $7,540.11 
Income 1,720.00 
Expenses 2,139.61 
Balance as of April 25 7,120.50 
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Jim McDermott spoke with members of the White 
Center Community about Social Security, The 
Iraq War, Medicare, Personal Bankruptcy, and 
then answered questions for about an hour 
afterwards. When asked why the Democrats had 
not put forth their own Social Security plan, he 
answered that until the they have a plan from the 
Republicans, the Democrats would be wise not to 
put theirs on the table. It’s just good negotiating 
strategy.  
 
34th District PCO Rebecca Wells asked how he 
was going to vote on the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA). He answered that he 
was leaning against it. When pressed, he 
explained that as long as he did not give a 
definite answer, people would still want to talk to 
him about it. We would think that there was no 
point in talking to him since he’d already made up 
his mind. He did strengthen the direction of his 
leaning though. He really does want to hear what 
we think about CAFTA. Contact him at and let 
him know what you think about this very important 
issue. CAFTA is devastating for small farmers in 
Central America. Our farmers are subsidized and 
small farmers in countries like Guatemala simply 
cannot compete with our prices. They are being 
shoved out.  

After the meeting he stayed around and talked 
with constituents (and let us take his picture). It 
was well worth a few hours on a Saturday 
morning.  
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34th District members, Jeff Gringer, Walt 
Creekmore, Rebecca Wells, Jackie Dupras, 
Liz Giba, Tanya Aguilar, Ramesh Khana, 
Sophie Gringer and Bruce Stotler with 
Congressman Jim McDermott in White 
Center. Several other members left to go to 
the 9th CD Strategy Session and aren’t in this 
picture. 
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