
Chair Report 
��������	��
�����
���

���
�������
������������ �� ������
�
	�����	����
���������������
 !���
���

������������� �!�!������ �
 ������! 	���!�����"�����
�

��
 ��

 ����!������	�����
 ������ ���
����
��
� ���������� #���
 �

��
����#����� 

#������$
	!��		�
��������
�
	����%���& �����
!��������
��!�����
�
���$ !���
���
������� 
��		�����$��!�� 
&�����'�� �!����� ����
��
��
	
##�	�!
�	��������	���!���$���
�	!�� �������	�!��� �����
�#���!������!��
	
������!�������!�#�����#���	��������� ����	��
 ��� ���
�# �		!
����
��
�
	�	�(�)�� 
������) �� ����� 
������* �� +���������,������
�&���!
��-�
�
�# ��
���!
�	��
��

.�����
�
/
 ���
	�������� ���
���
��!�
!�#��	�����#���	�0��� � ��!	���������
��
��
������
	
��
 ������1 �	!����!�������
��� ����
� ��!������! ����	���!	���� ����"���
2���
�!&��3
� �� ��
��������4�������	��� ��
��

 �$ 
�#�����!	���� ������������
�
�� �	������!�#������
� ��!��1 �	!����!�������!��� ����3
��!�	�����
��
�
���!�#���!	��
�
���!�������
��������!
���������!# �	�������������
��
�
	�


 ����
 �	�
��#���!�#�

������&
������������!#�!�# ��!��!�������!	� !�����'��
�

����!����
�#����

 �!���	�
���
���
�$�	���
���!	 ���,
����

 ���������!�#�
����!�����&�� 

����$��	�	���
���
 ��

��
�	!���
�� ��!����

 �����
��
���
� ��	��
�$ �!�	�
 ���
 !�#�����	
�!����!������' ��� ���

�!�#��
 �
� ���!&����
�$���!���	�
���
���
��� �����������
� � �!��1 �	!����!���
����!�������
���
�$�	�� �����	�!�#�&
�� 	��������"� ��$
��
���!���!	�-��
��
�
�����
�&!�����&� �
���!�������� �� ��!	� !���(������	�����
� ��	��
%����������	��������
	��	�!�#�&
��	+��������������� �
�&
�����!	���� �!��

 �� ��
� �!�	����������
� ��!�����!�!	� ��!
������ #���

 ��

�� ��$����
��
� ���.���"������
 !�#�����	��
����� ��
������1 
# � ������ ���!���$�����

��
 �
�!����
�	�� ��	
���
�����	��!���	����
�
'���
���&����&� �����!&��5
�� �6�#!	� ��!
���
��!�� �������7
� �����
�
��!������	
���� ��� �����	��
����������

 ���� #� ����� �� �	������	
��
���	�!��������1�78	�-��
��!	������!����
�	!#��
���� �� ����$� ��

�����$��
���
!������	�������!�#�1�7�!����
��� �� ��!����!��� 

 	�!	��������������!��
�

�� ��8���� ���������	���
�	!�� �$��
�!�#����
�	0 ���!�#����$� ��
�
�����	
��
 �������
 ��
�������!	� !������
�
9������������
� � � ���������	
�����
	�����	
�

REPRES EN T IN G WES T SEA T T L E,  BUR
���� �������������������������������������������� 	
	
	
	
 ������������ 	�	�	�	� ������������������������ 
	�
	�
	�
	� �������������������� 
	�
	�
	�
	� �������������������� 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	� ���������������� 	�	�	�	������������������������� 																										�																										�																										�																										��������� 	����				����				����				����				 			

������������	
 �
May 12, 2004 

7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
 
7:00 Roundtable Discussions  
See Chair Report 
 
7:30 p.m. – Call to Order  
· Flag Salute 
· Approval of Agenda 
· Approval of Minutes 
· Chair’s Report 
· Treasurer’s Report 
· Committee Reports 
 
Program  
· Role of the 34th District in the 

Coordinated Campaign to help 
other districts elect Democrats 

 
· Report on ideas from roundtable 

discussions and creating a plan 
of action 

 
Old Business  
· Vote on Bylaws Amendment - 

see Page 5 
 
New Business  
· Election of State Convention 

Committee members 
 
· Fauntleroy Ferry Dock  
      (see Page 3) 
 
Good of the Order  
 
Adjourn  
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If you are a delegate or an alternate to the 34th District Caucus and you are not a member of the 
34th District Democrats, you will receive this newsletter this month and June.  We hope you find the 
information informative.  If you are a member, of course, you will receive it as long as you are a 
member. If you would like to become a member, there is a membership form on Page 4.  Fill it out, 
send it in with your check, and help the 34th District send the current resident of the White House 
back to Crawford.  We would love to keep you on our list, but mailing costs are expensive. The 
newsletter, along with lots of other information that is updated every couple of days, is available on 
our website, 34dems.org . 



It was a crowd.  There were nearly 600 seated 
delegates and 100 unseated alternates, plus a 
good number of 34th District members who 
were neither delegates or alternates .  The 
bleachers on both sides of the gym were 
completely filled. 
 
We heard from our  State legislators: Senator 
Erik Poulsen, and Representative Joe 
McDermott.  School Board member Irene 
Stewart stepped out of her School Board role 
for a moment to encourage us to come 
together to get rid of Bush. 
  
Jim McDermott spoke about the war in Iraq 
and how important it is to make sure that Bush 
is a one-term president.  He also spoke about 
the draft and said he would vote against it if it 
came to a vote.  We are in a war we need to 
get out of and our military is stretched to the 
limit. 
 
Paul Berendt’s remark “I smell a landslide 
coming!” brought loud cheers from most of the 
crowd, but also a few groans from people who 
don’t want to see us Democrats sitting on our 
laurels. There’s a lot of work to be done—but 
we’re going to get that landslide. 
 
All the resolutions that the District had received 
were on the wall of the gym.  Each person was 
given stick-on dots to show their support for 
various resolutions.  The crowd then broke up 
into smaller groups to discuss them and to 
prepare a report.  
 
Kudos to Dow Constantine for holding things 
together as well has he did. He kept his humor 
and his passion through to the end.   
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Final Delegate Count 
 

Parts of 34th in 7th CD 
Kerry 18 
Dean 12 
Kucinich 7 
 
Total  37 
 
Parts of 34th in 9th CD 
Kerry 2 
Dean 1 
 
Total 3 
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Help needed 
immediately:  

If you are looking for something 
really important to do, we’ve got it! 
Help the district call election board 
workers. These are the people who 
work the polling places on election 
days. They are critical to fair and 
effective elections. Please contact 
Jo Johnson at 923-1002 if you can 
make calls between now and May 
10. Many hands make light work.  
 
Thank you for your support!  

Line-up outside 
West Seattle High 
School before 
Saturday’s caucus. 
For the most part, 
people took the 
wait in good 
humor.  
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Late last year, members of the Puget Sound Alliance for 
Retired Americans (PSARA) began to wonder what they 
could do to help influence the results of the 2004 
elections. 
 
In light of their strong interest in healthcare, they decided 
it was time for public conversation on the inadequacy of 
the US healthcare system for everyone, not just seniors, 
and on the urgent need for basic structural change. The 
instrument they chose was a petition calling on the 
Seattle City Council to place this simple advisory 
measure on the November '04 ballot: 
 
"Every person in the United States should have the right 
to health care of equal high quality. The Congress should 
immediately enact legislation to implement this right." 
 
The campaign was initially inspired by a proposed 
Constitutional amendment introduced in the Congress by 
Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-IL). PSARA borrowed the 
text of Jackson's amendment almost word for word for 
the petition text. 
 
Joining PSARA as a co-sponsor in this campaign was 
Health Care for All--Washington, an organization of 
health care professionals and concerned lay persons 
dedicated to the establishment of a single-payer health 
care system in the U.S.  
 
More recently, the petition has been endorsed by other 
organizations, including the Church Council of Greater 
Seattle and the King County Labor Council. 
 
An all-volunteer campaign has gathered almost 6,000 
signatures to date. Major mobilizations are planned at 
the U-District Street Fair, the Seattle Folklife Festival, the 
Fremont Solstice Parade and Fair and the Gay Pride 
Parade. A rock bottom goal is to guarantee  10,000 
names. 

Saturday, May 22 will be a big day for the campaign, now 
called "Quality Health Care for All," with two  events at 
which Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr., will speak. He will 
keynote a major health care conference from 9 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at Seattle's Plymouth Congregational Church. 
The conference will be followed by a march to Westlake 
Park, where Jackson will address an open-air rally at 2 
p.m. The rally will be attended by large delegations of 
health care and grocery workers, whose unions are 
currently locked in negotiations to preserve their 
members' health benefits. 
 
For information about the conference and rally, to get 
copies of the petition, or to help gather signatures, call 
206-448-9646.  
 
   Steve Dzielak 
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Closing Fauntleroy Ferry Dock 
an Option for State Ferries 
Redistricting of Vashon Island from the 30th District 
(Federal Way), a district for which Vashon Islanders 
had no affinity whatsoever, into the 34th, has forged 
stronger community ties between Vashon and West 
Seattle, White Center and Burien than we have ever 
had before and we all have benefited from it.  The 
infusion of Vashon turnout and enthusiasm has given 
the 34th District Democrats a huge boost which we 
want to continue.   
 
But now the Washington State Ferries is proposing 
alternate plans for changing the Fauntleroy/Vashon/
Southworth car ferry routes, one of which would close 
the Fauntleroy dock.  Because of traffic and parking 
problems there are quite a few people in West Seattle 
who would not be sad to see this happen. But the 
benefits far outweigh the negatives for the 34th District.  
The Fauntleroy Ferry is the 34th District’s link .  
 
The trip would be 15 to 25 minutes longer and would 
cost more because its classification would be  “cross-
sound route rather than the “short route.” 
 
There will be a presentation at the May 12 meeting. 
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The legislative issues we discussed included the upcoming 
UFCW grocers negotiations, electronic voting, and the 
Federal Election Committee’s review of “527” advocacy 
groups     
 
UFCW: As I write this, the UFCW locals have agreed to 
continue bargaining past the expiration of their contract on 
May 1st. This issue is so vital to all of us that care about 
the ability of unions to negotiate in good faith and provide 
a livable wage to the grocery workers. The major 
employers (Safeway, Kroger, Albertsons) are trying to shift 
the costs of healthcare to the employees and create a two-
tier system for new employees versus experienced 
workers.  
 
We decided to encourage all 34th Democrats to join in a 
button wearing campaign that has a heart and shows that 
34th District Democrats support the UFCW workers. I 
encourage all of you to purchase a button and wear it each 
time you go to a market to let the workers know that we 
care and stand with them in their fight against the 
corporate machine.  
 
In a related discussion, the committee discussed the fact 
that large institutional investors are working to oust the 
CEO of Safeway. They feel he mismanaged the 
negotiations in Southern California that cost the company 
over 13 billion in lost revenues when they locked out their 
employees. 
 
Federal Election Committee Review of “527’s” and al l 
non-profits:  As a result of a challenge from the RNC and 
Bush/Cheney campaign, the FEC held a hearing on April 
14-15, 2004 regarding a proposed rulemaking on Political 
Committee Status. This is another attempt by the Bush 
Administration to silence the voices of groups opposed to 
his vision of America.  
 
As a result of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 
(better known as McCain-Feingold bill), groups were 
allowed to form around issues advocacy and voter 
registration. The Democrats have been far more 
successful at this then the Republicans with many of these 
groups like moveon.org, and the Media Fund raising 
millions of dollars to share the truth about the Bush 
administration’s actions. The complaint alleges that these 
groups have violated the rules about coordinating activities 
in sync with the Kerry campaign.  The proposed rule 
changes would require these groups to register as political 
actions committees and have all the restrictions of PAC’s.  
 
The FEC has yet to rule on this proposed rule change. 
They have been urged to allow the groups to operate as 
they are now doing through the 2004 election cycle. We 
would urge you to go to the FEC website (www.fec.gov) for 
more information on this and to many write your own email 
or letter to the FEC. 
 
Electronic Voting: Electronic voting is a general term that 
refers to the new technologies coming along. There are 

benefits to electronic voting that should be investigated. 
Blind voters may be provided audio read outs with 
electronics, which would allow them to verify their choices 
independently, while online voting offers a way to let 
citizens vote quickly from anywhere in the world. But 
convenience comes with a price, and currently that price is 
voting security, and the increased potential for voting 
fraud.  
 
Until these issues are addressed adequately, and the 
auditing system is made clear... the risks outweigh the 
benefits for moving to electronic voting machines, 
especially touch screen systems and Internet Voting. 
There are many websites that are covering this emerging 
issue and reasons we should all be concerned. A couple 
to visit are: http://www.blackboxvoting.org/ and http://
www.voterverifiable.com/article.pdf. 
 
We will be doing further research and updates this month 
and will probably push for a resolution at some point on 
this very important issue. 
 
The committee usually meets on the second Tuesdays of 
the month at Toni Lysen’s home. Please feel free to show 
up with any issues you may want to discuss that you feel 
are important to Democrats in the 34th District.  
 
   Randy Decker 
   Legislative Issues Committee 
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Legislative Issues member, Ivan Weiss, has had 
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But don’t just buy a 34th District—UCFW button—
wear it! Let the grocery store clerks know that 
we’re on their side and that the Democratic Party 
is still the party of working people.  
 
The button project started out with an idea Ivan 
Weiss had and came out of successive meetings 
of the Outreach and Legislative Affairs 
Committees with the help of Toni Lysen, Randy 
Decker, Jo Johnson and Conrad Knudtson.  Bruce 
Stotler remembered that the 11th District had a 
button maker and that the button would be made 
with union labor and would have a union bug. Ivan 
contacted Susan Sheary of the 11th District, we 
voted to pay $200 for 500 buttons at our last 
meeting, and they are now for sale. This was a 
coordinated effort on the part of many people and 
is a great example of what the 34th District can 
do. 
 
We will be sending out letters to other districts 
telling them about our project and encouraging 
them to do the same.  We’re going to make this a 
state-wide project 
 

The button is white 
with a red heart and 
blue lettering. The 
34th District is 
selling these buttons 
for $2 or more for 
the Puget Sound 
Labor Agency’s 
UFCW Fund.  The 
Labor Agency has 
helped many 

workers in this area through some very tough 
times. 
 
There is a community response and mobilization 
meeting at the Labor Temple on Thursday,  
May 6.  
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Correction 
Georgie Kunkel’s book is titled You’re Damn 
Right I Wear Purple:  Color Me Feminist. She 
has a few copies left in the second printing 
which includes one chapter on the Equal 
Rights Amendment passed in our state in 
1972. Her book is  also available at the library. 
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At their meeting on April 21, the Executive 
Board agreed to amend our by-laws to clarify 
our choices when we endorse candidates.  
 
The by-laws as they stand can be seen on our 
web site. Article VII, section 1, states, "This 
organization may choose to endorse a 
Democratic candidate or ballot measure, 
provided that this action complies with all of 
these by-laws."  
 
Then Section 5c says, "Candidates who ask to 
be endorsed must complete and return any 
questionnaire presented by this organization. 
Judicial candidates need not answer any 
questions that would breach the Canons of 
Judicial Conduct."  
 
Your executive board proposes that we 
eliminate these statements, substituting the 
following:  
 
Article VII, Section 1 This organization may 
endorse candidates for any public office, 
ballot measures, or initiative or referendum 
signature campaigns. Candidates for 
endorsement must complete and return the 
questionnaire presented by this 
organization. Judicial candidates need not 
answer any questions that would breach the 
Canons of Judicial Conduct.  
 
This amendment makes it possible for us to 
endorse candidates running without party 
affiliation in non-partisan races, but it requires 
all candidates to answer our questionnaire 
outlining their principles. The questionnaire is a 
responsibility of the Executive Board. 
 
  Conrad Knutson 
  Bylaws Chair 
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Beginning Balance as of April 1 $13,673.57 
Income 2,267.00 
Expenditures 2,740.15 
Ending Balance as of April 30 $13,200.42
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By Julian Wheeler, National Secretary, 
Disabilities Issues Caucus of the Young Democrats �
 
Overlook disabled voters? No politician should overlook 
1/5 of the country’s voting-aged population! Disabled 
voters may not appear as cohesive a group as some 
minority groups, but they comprise approximately 40 
million, and shouldn’t be ignored.  
 
A case in point is the 2000 presidential election. Even 
though historically only 41 percent of disabled voters 
voted in 2000 (NOD/Harris poll), the credit should go to a 
variety of “gotdv” programs, including 
 
1. campaigns geared to informing people with disabilities 

of their right to vote,  
2. efforts to ensure that service providers offer their 

clients the opportunity to vote,. 
3. community efforts to make polling places and voting 

machines more accessible, and  
4. informing the disabled voting bloc of the issues and 

positions of candidates.  
 
In a poll conducted for the National Organization on 
Disability a week before the 2000 general election, Harris 
found Al Gore trailing George W. Bush 43% to 48%; but 
people with disabilities supported Gore to Bush, 54% to 
30%. In the 2000 election, Gore received 9 million votes 
from disabled voters, compared with Bush’s 5 million.  
 
What does this mean for the 2004 campaign? Bush could 
begin targeting disabled voters, as perhaps he 
demonstrated with his New Freedom Initiative in 2001. 
Thankfully, in 2003 and 2004, our Democratic presidential 
candidates were responsive on disability issues as they 
were with other Democratic constituent groups (i.e., 
Hispanics, African-Americans, Women, GLBT community, 
etc.).  Senator Kerry’s campaign released a very 
significant, 22 page disability policy platform, and the 
campaign includes a very credentialed team of disability 
advisors.  
 
But it is important to remember that disabled voters will 
vote for a variety of reasons, including some that might 
not be related to disability issues. Many disabled voters 
are unemployed or underemployed, and concerns include 
medical costs and insurance, the availability of affordable 
transportation, the civil rights promised at the time of the 
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and fair 
and accessible housing, among others.  
 
With the country and even our state split along party lines, 
we shouldn’t take any community of voters for granted. 
This could mean our US Senator, Governor, down to 
many ‘swing’ legislative offices. Like young people, had 
disabled voters voted just slightly MORE Democratic, than 
our direction as a nation may have taken a better turn.  
 
This time, in our efforts to leave no voter behind, we 
should ensure that disabled voters are fairly targeted.  
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Are We Ready for the End of 
Corporate Rule? 
For years we have had corporations 
that lobbied to increase their power 
and at the same time to relieve 
themselves from the responsibilities to 
the public they were created to serve. 
In Revolutionary times the corporation 
was formed to serve the public in 
building bridges and such and then 
when the bridge was built, the 
corporation was dissolved. Business 
moguls realized they could influence 
lawmakers to pass laws that would not 
only keep an existing corporation 
operating but which could give the 
corporation all the rights of citizens but 
none of the responsibilities to the 
general public. 
 
Corporations have now become so 
powerful they operate all over the 
world protected by such agreements 
as NAFTA and WTO, which supercede 
the laws of individual countries. They 
can move their businesses overseas to 
take advantage of sweatshop labor. 
Many mega-corporations are now 
more powerful than individual 
countries. Laborers do not have the 
same freedom to move to other 
countries to take advantage of better 
working conditions and pay.  
 
The general public does not 
understand the complexities of the 
state of the corporation in our time. It is 
like a poverty stricken person trying to 
understand what a billion dollars 
means. We need to have the guts to 
become involved in changing this 
corporate stranglehold on the citizens 
of this country and the world. If we 
don't wake up, we will be reduced to 
pawns, who buy what the mega-media 
tells us to buy, and vote the way the 
corporate controlled media tells us to 
vote. 
 
It is time we began to take control of 
our lives by insisting that our 
government scale down the massive 
control that corporations have 
accumulated in our time. 
 
 Georgie Bright Kunkel 
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