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Message from the Chairman

This meeting’s for you

We have had a nice run of meeting programs in the 34"
District Democrats. We try to make the meetings relevant
and lively, and speaking for the Executive Board, we are
happy that the members appreciate our efforts.

We intend to continue doing this. Our tentative schedule for
April is to have Senator Erik Poulsen and Representatives
Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott report on the Legislative
session. For May, we are planning a program on alternative
energy. People will be amazed at how much is going on
right in our District. In June, we might tackle our District’s
most pressing local issue—North Highline annexation.

But for March, we offer a change of pace. We have two
speakers—Mark Wilson, who is seeking the Democratic
Party nomination for the U.S. Senate seat held by Maria
Cantwell, and an old friend and frequent visitor, Seattle City
Councilman Richard Conlin.

Both speakers will address us for 10 minutes each, then
field our questions. And, we hope, we will appoint several
new Precinct Committee Officers. The rest of the meeting
will be yours—one big “good of the order.”

We're not getting lazy. We could have filled the March
program. We're an ambitious lot, and we want to pack as
much activity into our monthly meetings as we can. But we
wondered if we weren't tipping too far in that direction.

34th District
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Meeting Notice

March 8, 2006
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Potluck Snacks

Please remember to bring something to
shack on before the meeting. It can be
something as simple as cheese and
crackers or salsa and dip. If you bring
something homemade, though, we will
welcome you with open arms.

Program
Mark Wilson, Democratic candidate for

the Senate, and Richard Conlin, Seattle
City Councilmember. The rest of the
meeting will be devoted to one big
“good of the order.” See the Message
from the Chairman for details.

Food Bank Donations

As always, there will be a basket for
non-perishable food donations for the
food banks in our area.

Members had wanted to speak and exchange ideas, and we worried that although our intentions
were good, we weren't providing enough time for the interchange we needed.

So we decided to let our members fill the program for March. We'll have limits on speaker time, of
course, and a few other ground rules. Bring food and drink, and let’s just kick back and enjoy each

other’s contributions. We know you won't let us down.

Those of us who ventured to Olympia on Presidents Day (my guess is about 20 members from the
34th) enjoyed one of the most action-packed days in some time.

Members of the King County Legislative
Action Committee and District members met
with our Legislators in their offices, then
gathered for lunch in the Columbia Room of
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the Capitol, where a group of close to 50
people heard updates from about a dozen
Legislators on a wide variety of measures.

(Continued on page 7)
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Lois Garcia—Food Bank Volunteer of the Month
The members of the Friday crew at the White Center Food Bank chose 34th District
Democrats and West Seattle Democratic Women member Lois Garcia as their
Volunteer of the Month. They chose Lois because she is kind, friendly and treats the
people who use the food bank with respect.

Lois, along with Beth Grieser, has been volunteering at the food bank since the week
before Thanksgiving. The two of them started by working the line distributing food to
the people who need it, and then they found that if they came in early they would be
put to work, and there was plenty to do. They put food away, cleaned, made boxes
and prepared the food that is brought in from grocery stores, produce vendors, and
even Starbucks.

The food that is donated to the food banks is probably past pull date and sometimes
needs to be inspected before it is given away. Sometimes food is donated to the food
banks that most of us wouldn’t want to eat. One of the volunteer jobs is to separate
the moldy food from the edible. One large chain grocery store donated eggs that
looked like they had been dropped from a truck, and maybe not all that recently since
the yolks had already dried out and hardened. Beth sat in the middle of the floor and
washed each egg that was still good and put it into a clean carton.

Some of the stories people tell are heartbreaking and some make you angry. Many of
the people have jobs and yet are not making enough money to live on. It's simply
against human dignity to work and still not be able to even buy your own food. One of
these is a woman who worked at Wal-Mart, everyone’s favorite store to hate, and for
good reason. The Food Bank also has toiletries and items like toothbrushes. One
man who came in was thrilled to get a new toothbrush because he hadn’t had a new
one in a while. Even toilet paper can be a luxury.

Want to help out? You can donate to the food banks—money or food items— or you
can, like Lois and Beth, volunteer. It's incredibly rewarding, necessary work and there
is a variety of work you can do. You can pick up food from various stores, you can
distribute food, or you can make deliveries of food.

In Memory of Mary Stephens

Mary Stephens, long-time member of the 34th District Democrats, West Seattle
Democratic Women and Evergreen Democratic Club, passed away on February 11 pf
a massive brain hemorrhage. She was born on December 2, 1921 in Suquamish. She
had one child, Theresa Stephens who she took many happy vacations with. She was
loved by many and there was an indescribable something, a sweetness, that just
made you like her. She will be missed.

Leglslatlve Action Day |n Olympla

Senator Erik Poulsen and
Ivan Weiss discussing a
piece of legislation in
Senator Poulsen’s office
on Legislative Action Day
in Olympia. The group
also met with
Representative Joe
McDermott and Eileen
Cody earlier that morning.
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Volunteer Activities

Newsletter Mailing Party

The April newsletter will be mailed around 11:00 on
April 1. If you would like to help out with the April Fools
Day mailing, call Jackie Dupras.

West Seattle Food Bank

There are volunteer activities all during the week
including picking up food from stores in a van,
unloading trucks, putting food away and distribution of
food at the food bank.

Call Ali at the Food Bank at 932-9023 to volunteer and
let her know that you are with the 34th District
Democrats.

Keep those receipts coming for Morgan Street
Thriftway and Metropolitan Market. These two stores
will donate 1% of your receipts to the West Seattle
Food Bank.

White Center Food Bank

The Outreach Committee is planning on setting aside
one evening a month for 34th District Democrats to
work at the Food Bank. There will be more information
about this in next month’s newsletter.

Notices
West Seattle Democratic Women’s

Scholarship for Graduating Students

The West Seattle Democratic Women are offering a
$500 scholarship to any graduating student at West
Seattle and Sealth High Schools. The scholarship will
be awarded to the students who submit the best essay,
up to 1,500 words, on freedom of speech and press
and their importance to our system of government and
its citizens. The deadline for submission is April 15. If
you know a graduating student, tell them to pick up an
application at their school. This scholarship was partly
funded by the sale of political buttons.

Drinking Liberally

Liz Giba and Cherisse Luxa have started a local
chapter of Drinking Liberally, and if you have never
heard of it, it is an “informal, inclusive progressive
drinking club where you share ideas while you share a
pitcher.” Burien Drinking Liberally will be meeting on
the fourth Wednesday of the month at Mick Kelly’s Irish
Pub at 435 SW 152nd St in Burien. The next meeting, if
you want to call it that, is on March 23 around 7:00. The
Burien area draws from several districts, including, of
course, the 34th District.

Meetings

Outreach Committee

The Outreach Committee is meeting on March 1 at
7:00. Contact Sarah Earl or Steve Karbowski if you
would like to be involved with this committee.

King County Legislative Action

Committee

The King County LAC will be meeting on March 19
at 2:00 at the Foster Library, 4060 S 144th in
Tukwila. Special guest will be Senator Margarita
Prentice. If you would like to attend or want more
information, contact LAC Chair, Tina Shamseldin at
mshamseldin@comcast.net.

West Seattle Democratic Women.

The next meeting is on Thursday, March 23 at 11:30
at Daystar, across from Westwood Village on Barton
Street. Representative Eileen Cody will be one of
the guests. The cost of lunch is $6.00 and includes
coffee and dessert. As always, men are welcome.
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Open Letter to Senator Cantwell

John Repp was part of a delegation of constituents
organized by SNOW who were to meet with Senator
Cantwell about the war in Irag. The meeting has been
postponed several times. Unfortunately, John will be out
of the country for a month so will be unable to talk with
her. This letter is what he would have said:

Dear Senator Cantwell,

| will get right to the point. | think this war on Iraq is
militarily un-winnable. The United States may have the
most powerful military force in the world. They can do
invasions, but they can’t do open-ended occupations and
there are good reasons for that which have little to do
with military strength. Eventually, there will have to be a
political settlement, that is, a negotiated settlement, with
the Iraqgi insurgency. I'm talking about the home-grown
Iraqi insurgency, not the jihadists connected with al-
Zargawi who the Iraqis tell us will be isolated and dealt
with by the Iraqis after the U.S. ends the occupation.

There is a basis for such a negotiated settlement.

Last week | read a piece by an anti-war leader (Tom
Hayden, a former California State Senator and one of the
leaders of the student movement against the war in
Vietnam. http://www.commondreams.org/views06/0111-
22.htm ) who was in Amman, Jordan recently, meeting
with an Iraqi from Baghdad who has knowledge of the
Iraqi insurgency. This Iragi said, that although the Iraqi
insurgency is decentralized and local, there is an
emerging political consensus which is willing to recognize
the interests of the U.S. as a superpower, specifically
access to oil.

We do not really know what the Bush Administration’s
war aims in Iraq are. Bush would not meet with Cindy
Sheehan and explain why we invaded Iraq. Many of the
Iraq war veterans who have returned ask the same
guestion “Why are we there?” Like many of the actions of
the Bush Administration, the objectives remain secret,
while they give sound-bite justifications to the public.
However, all wars have aims and war aims are what a
political settlement must be about. The first point of the
“Three-Point Withdrawal Strategy," originally submitted to
the Seattle City Council, that we bring to you today
concerns war aims. This “Three-Point Withdrawal
Strategy “ is really a set of principles for a withdrawal
strategy.

| quote: We think the U.S. government must renounce
interest in controlling the Iragi economy and
government and renounce plans for permanent
military bases. We say this because we do not think
the Bush Administration really honors these
principles. In other words, the war aims of the Bush
Administration are the “sticking points” to any

successful negotiations that might end the war. Before
we leave here today, we would like to know what you
think of these principles:

Do you agree that the U.S. should have no permanent
military bases in Iraq?

Do you agree that the U.S. should not control the Iraqi
government or economy?

If you do, then we hope you will announce that to the
people of Washington State as you travel around for
your reelection campaign this year. We are concerned
that if you do not start speaking out against the war and
define a strong position, your reelection will be in
jeopardy.

| also think one of the other war aims of the Bush
Administration was to grow their political capital here in
the U.S. Bush said as much long before the election of
2000. The tragedy is by splitting over the war in Iraq,
the Democratic Party fell right into Bush-Rove trap. So,
how is the Demaocratic Party going to get out of this
trap? Not by refusing to face up to it.

The Democratic Party has more power than many
seem to think. When the Democrats were united, when
the Congressional and Senate delegations were united,
when there was a “war room” and a central message
center that answered the talking points of the Bush
Administration every day, they can win. | refer to the
beating back of the Bush attack on Social Security. |
believe the Democrats could do the same thing on the
issue of the illegal and unwinnable war on Irag. We
think not to do so, is complicity.

Sooner or later, you and the other Democrats who have
remained “in the center” or just plain silent, need to
move and speak out, joining the huge majority of
Democratic voters who want an end to this tragedy. We
do not think you need to honor the tradition of a
bipartisan foreign policy when the President lies to the
Congress to justify starting a war in part for domestic
political advantage.

Sincerely,

John M Repp, PCO 1534

SNOW Coordinating Committee

Delegate to the Martin Luther King, Jr.
County Labor Council representing SPEEA

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or the
Executive Board. All letters are subject to editing for
space and content. Articles, photos and notices of
upcoming events are strongly encouraged. Mail to
Jackie Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.




Don’t Forget!

Precinct Caucuses are March 4
The caucuses will be held on March 4 at 2:00. The
locations were listed in the February newsletter, but if you
don’t have your February newsletter kicking around, you
can check 34dems.org, or you can call Jackie Dupras at
935-9683.

Frequently Asked Questions

After we discuss issues and pass
resolutions, where do they go?

The precinct caucus is the first step in the making of the
Democratic platform. These resolutions are reviewed at
the District and County level and if approved by the
delegates, eventually become part of the state platform.

| can’t be at the precinct caucus but | would

like to be a delegate.

If you are a registered voter all you have to do is sign a
letter stating that you are a Democrat, are willing to be
known as a Democrat, and that you want to be a delegate
or an alternate. You must still be elected.

I’'m not a registered voter. Can | still attend?
Anyone may attend a caucus but you will not have a vote.
If the group agrees, you may speak at the caucus.

The Precinct Caucus is true
grassroots politics

Howard Dean speaking to Democrats at the Crab Feed in
Olympia on Presidents’ Day. If you've even been to this
event, you can see that that is not your usual crowd.
There were so many people that there were no tables on
the main floor and people were eating up in the
bleachers. It must have been difficult cracking and eating
crab up there with no table.

2006 Budget

34th District Democrats
The following budget was approved at the
February 8 meeting of the 34th District
Democrats:

Revenue
Member Contributions $ 12,500
Direct Mail -
Garden Party 6,000
T-Shirt Sales
Other Fundraisers -
Caucuses 1,242
Legislators@ontributions -
Other -
$ 19,742
Expenses
Advertising 1,500
Bank Service Charges 25
Caucus/Election Expense 2,136
Contributions - Campaigns -
Food and Beverage 1,500
Fundraising -
Independent Expenditures -
KCDCC 1,000
Misc. 250
Newsletter 3,840
Office Supplies 150
Organizational Contributions 400
Outreach, GOTV, Voter Reg 500
PO Box 155
Postage 4,287
Printing and Copies 1,000
Rental 2,170
Website 140
$ 19,053
Net Income $ 689
Beginning Balance $ 5,679
Net Income 689
Cash Flow From Operations 6,368
Prepaid Contributions -
Accounts Payable -
Ending Cash Book Balance $ 6,368

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of January 31 $12,480.14
February Expenses 486.17
Revenue 1,857.00

Balance as of February 20 $13,850.97




Minutes of February 8 Meeting of the 34th District Democrats

Call to Order: 7:00 PM
Flag Salute led by Tom Rasmussen

CHAIR’S REPORT - The chair highlighted volunteer
activities available within the District and reminded
everyone of the page in our newsletter devoted to this.
The Chair also updated attendees on the upcoming
KCDCC honors banquet for which the District has
purchased a table and there are still 4 seats to fill, the
Legislative Action Day planned in Olympia on the 20"
which Toni Lysen is organizing, and a fundraiser for
Congressman Jim McDermott at Gail Katz's house.

TREASURER’S REPORT - In the Treasurer’s absence,
The Chair relayed the information on the District’s current
account balance. The report was approved.

PROGRAM — HOUSING ISSUES

Velma Veloria, Executive Director of the International
District Housing Alliance (IDHA) runs the White Center
office of the IDHA. The Alliance offers home ownership
classes in 7 languages, financial literacy workshops,
coordinating of matching funds programs with the City of
Seattle and other agencies, and coordinates with various
land trusts to create parcels that are restricted for low-
income housing use. The guiding belief of the IDHA is
that increasing home ownership among lower income
citizens brings solidity and vibrancy to the community.
Velma further mentioned that there are many volunteer
opportunities, particularly for individuals with experience in
the mortgage industry. The IDHA would like to forge
closer connections with the 34" in an effort to create
greater cultural connections within the District.

Adrienne Quinn, Director of the City of Seattle Office
of Housing informed the membership that the Housing
Office administers Seattle’s low-income housing levy,
partners with many organizations, such as Habitat for
Humanity, to create more low-income housing, runs a
special program to assist teachers in finding affordable
housing, partners with other entities to provide low-interest
loans (3%) with flexible repayment terms to qualifying
homeowners for repair and rehab, and helps to develop
public policies for low-income housing. Highlighting
accomplishments in West Seattle, she pointed out the
work that has been done with the Croft Place
TownHomes, the Vivian McLean Apartments, and the
Youngstown Center (the Old Cooper School).

Tom Rasmussen, Chair of the Housing, Human
Services and Health Committee shared both past
accomplishments of the Council, as well as some of the
ideas for the future, including creating a land acquisition
fund for low-income housing, creating a task force to look
at code changes that could encourage affordable housing,
using underdeveloped properties for affordable housing,
launching an on-line affordable housing search engine
similar to one that has proven very successful in Portland
and encouraging co-location of affordable housing and
municipal services/structures, e.qg. libraries.

Elana Dix, Seattle Alliance for Good Jobs and Housing
(SAGE) handed out “Principles for Responsible
Development In Downtown Seattle.” The key objective of
this effort is to ensure that the Mayor’s plan to increase
density downtown benefits residents of all incomes.

SAGE supports a proposal to levy a charge of $20 per
square foot for buildings that exceed certain height limits.
A motion made to suspend the rules passed. A motion
was made calling on the Mayor and the City Council to
ensure that revisions to the Downtown Seattle
Development Plan allowing more development include
impact fees. The fees would force developers who benefit
from these changes to also shoulder the fair burden of the
public cost of new development. The motion passed.

Resolution “On the Restoration of Order in Restricting
Voter Rights for Incarcerated Felons” - Washington’s’
current laws are unduly onerous on ex felons in the
restoration of their voting rights. Current laws have too
many restrictions based on so-called credit worthiness and
other issues extraneous to an individual’s privilege to vote.
The resolution called for passage of Senate bill 6651 and
House bill 2873. The motion passed.

Budget Presentation - Walter Sive presented the board-
approved fiscal/calendar year budget. The budget was
approved by a vote of 42 to 0.

Election of Treasurer — Nominations were made for Greg
Doss and Ann Owchar. Greg received 29 votes, Ann 18.
It was suggested since there were two members
interested in the position that we create a position of
Assistant Treasurer. The Chair made an executive
decision to do so.

PCO Appointment — Carol Frontiero of Burton Precinct

Tim Nuse spoke about the Washington Energy Security
Initiative, an attempt to get an initiative on the ballot to
encourage greater use of conservation strategies.

Karen Farnsworth raised concerns about the effort of City
agencies to get Social Security numbers from the
homeless. In response, Ann Corbitt pointed out that the
City and other government agencies need to do this to
support their efforts for federal funding assistance and that
the process for gathering these Social Security numbers
ensures anonymity.

Leslie Harris has proposed to Joe McDermott, Dow
Constantine, Erik Poulsen and Eileen Cody that they
contribute funds towards an effort to inform likely
Democratic voters in precincts without a PCO of the
upcoming caucuses. They have agreed to fund the cost of
the effort.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:00 PM

Respectfully submitted by Walter Sive, Acting Secretary



Message from the Chairman

(Continued from page 1)

Several stayed for floor sessions and committee hearings; others went to St. Martin’s University for the
State Party’s Precinct Committee Officer training. Several PCOs had shuttled over from St. Martin’s to
the Capitol for lunch with the LAC.

In the afternoon session at St. Martin’s, Professor David Domke of the University of Washington
delivered a rousing speech on personal communication for PCOs. The room was packed. | estimate that
about 300 people were there; more than | had seen at PCO training before.

Domke was great, and I'd love to have him speak to the 34" sometime soon, but people had packed the
room to hear Howard Dean, and they were not disappointed.

Dean is proving that a Democratic National Committee Chairman can be an effective spokesman, an
effective organizer, and an effective fundraiser, all at once. He wowed the crowd again at the crab feed
immediately following PCO training.

Once again, the place was packed. Organizers said it was the best-attended and most lucrative event
yet. Governor Gregoire and our entire U.S. House delegation were there, along with 8" District
candidate Darcy Burner and 4™ District candidate Richard Wright, and active, fired-up Democrats from
across the state.

PCO Dina Johnson took a lot of pictures, which should be on our Web site by the time you are reading
this.

We'll see you on March 8 for “all the democracy you can handle.”

Ivan Weiss

Address
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Tuesday, February 28, 7:00
King County Democrats Meeting
Renton Carpenters’ Hall, 231 Burnett Ave

Saturday, March 4, 2:00

Precinct Caucuses

Check website or February newsletter for your
location

Tuesday March 7, 7:00

Who Will Your Voting Machine Vote For?
Bev Harris, Paul Lehto, and Richard Borkowski
Sponsored by the 36th District Democrats
Seattle Labor Temple, 2800 First Avenue

Wednesday, March 8, 6:30 Social; 7:00 Meeting
34th District Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Wednesday, March 8

NARAL'’s ProChoice Washington
15th Annual Chocolate for Choice
Ellis Pavilion at Safeco Field

Saturday, March 18, 4:00

Jim McDermott's 12th Annual
Celebrating Our Roots Potato Festival
Downstairs at Town Hall

Calendar

Saturday, March 18. 5:00

Pacific County Crab Feed

First and Alder in South Bend
Call Pat Gardner at 360-942-5703

Wednesday, March 23, 7:00
Burien Drinking Liberally
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub, 432 SW 152

Sunday March 26, 2:30

West Seattle Neighbors for Peace and Justice
Meaningful Movies - The Control Room

High Point Library, 3411 SW Raymond

Tuesday, March 28, 7:00
King County Democrats Meeting
Renton Carpenters’ Hall, 231 Burnett Ave

Friday, March 31— April 2
Young Democrats of Washington Convention
Sheraton Hotel and Convention Center, Tacoma

Saturday, April 22
34th District Caucus

! "
Newsletter Editor
1920—46th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98116-1917
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