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A Busy Summer Ahead for the 34 ™ Democrats—
Lend Us your Energy!

The summer campaign season is upon us. As | write this,
presumptive Democratic Presidential candidate John Kerry is
visiting Seattle and is expected to raise a record two million
tonight at a sold-out fundraiser dinner. Bush’s approval
ratings have hit a new low, and news about the economy and
Iraq keeps getting worse.

Now that the caucus season is about over, it is time to invest
our energy in getting out the support locally for Kerry, as well
as Senator Patty Murray, and Democratic candidates in
adjacent districts (called the coordinated campaign which
Ryan Pennington briefed us on at the May meeting). For
those of you that turned out for the caucuses and wondered
what'’s next (the number of National delegates is small)— yes,
there is a lot you can do!

After a PCO training from 6:30-7:30, we will be holding a
candidate’s forum at our June meeting — note the longer time
to give opportunity to those that want to speak to us and also
allow for a short business meeting.

Our Voter’'s Registration Committee has lined up a series of
events this summer to register voters and need volunteers —
training is June 1. | am looking for someone to head up a Get
Out the Vote committee — and volunteers for this - to make
sure registered voters turn out this fall in record numbers for
Democratic candidates at all levels.

We have a vacant Outreach Committee Chair position — the
outreach committee has a great plan for outreach to the
Latino community as a start. | also need a Volunteer
Coordinator — someone who can help recruit volunteers for
committees and for special events. We will need help with
fundraising as well — at our September Garden Party Auction
and more.

Come relax at our annual summer picnic — our unofficial July
meeting - where you can get to know other 34™ members and
chat with elected officials and candidates. And summer is a
great time for PCO'’s to walk their precincts — | suggest you do
this a couple times before September.

Please help us make this an exciting summer for building the
Democratic vote in the 34"
Katherine Minsch, Chair
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Please Bring Snacks
Heather has been bringing great
munchies for us to snack on before
the meeting, but this month she
won't be here so we're on our own!
We are asking people to bring snack
items so we'll have something to eat
with the beverages which will be
provided by the District as usual.
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Many of us were wondering where that stiff New England Brahmin was
that we keep hearing about on the news. We certainly didn’t see him
at Pier 62. The John Kerry we saw, while dignified, was warm, funny,
and definitely knew how to work a crowd. He didn't let interruptions
from the crowd bother him and shouted back answers.

He shook hands
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with us after his
speech and listened, yes, actually
listened, to people’s concerns.

He was well-prepared and knew more
about the Northwest than most of us
did. He talked about an obscure
company in Redmond that was coming
up with some wonderful ideas about
alternative energy sources and, while
he had notes, rarely looked at them.

He was very presidential.

Our Mayor and Congressman Jim McDermott

enjoying Kerry’s joke during the speech.

It was wet! The line waiting to go through
security was a sea of umbrellas, but once you
got in you had to give up that umbrella and
face the elements. Some people came without
raincoats and even some of us with raincoats
were soaked clear through. This writer had to
change her clothes when she got home—all of
her clothes—everything. Security would not
allow umbrellas but we couldn’t quite figure out
why. After the event, you got to look through
hundreds of umbrellas for the one that you
brought with you: you know, the black one with
the wooden handle.

State Committeeman, Bruce Stotler,
and WSDCC Office Manager, Bertha,
at their tent outside Pier 62 where they
sold Kerry buttons, bumper stickers,
and the hat Bruce is holding.

PCO Training Before June 9 Meeting
Bruce Stotler, our PCO Coordinator, has arranged to have Gurine Nordby conduct a PCO
training session at 6:30 on June 9 right before our next meeting at the Hall at Fauntleroy.

This training is not for PCQO’s only.

It can benefit anyone who wants to get out there

and make sure that people vote this year, and that they vote for Democrats.

Gurine is the Elections Officer and 4th Vice Chair for the County Democrats. She has
some great ideas on how to walk your precinct and get out the vote.



By Senator Erik Poulsen

Democrats are on the verge of a rare feat — winning control of the Senate, House, and Governor’s office
simultaneously.

With Senate Democrats just one seat short of a majority, and the House and Governor’s office already in
our hands, this fall's election is among the most important ever in state history.

If we succeed, Republicans can no longer stop us from:

Preventing discrimination in employment, housing and lending based on sexual orientation — the civil
rights bill first championed by the late Sen. Cal Anderson, Washington’s first openly gay legislator.
Closing tax loopholes and eliminating tax subsidies for corporations which boost their profits by sending
good-paying jobs to other countries where labor is cheaper.

Restoring the cuts made last year to voter-approved pay raises for teachers and class-size reductions.
Eliminating the historic 60 percent supermajority requirements on local school levies.

Providing a stronger safety net, including more affordable health care, for the most vulnerable among
us.

The Democrat-controlled House passed reasonable legislation addressing all these matters last session.
But each measure was defeated in the Senate, in some cases because Republicans wouldn't grant a vote
or even a public hearing on the issue.

SEATS IN THE BALANCE

Here are key races where members of the 34™ District can make an impact by volunteering to doorbell,
raise money, make phone calls and register new voters. For a thorough analysis of the races and contact
information, check out the Senate’s campaign web site at www.wa-senatedemocrats.org and the House at
www.hdcc.org.

41* District_(Bellevue, Mercer Island, Newcastle)
Senate : Exciting newcomer Brian Weinstein vs. Sen. Jim Horn, the cantankerous Republican
Transportation Chair who has blocked progress on regional transportation improvements.

House : Democrat Rep. Judy Clibborn faces a spirited challenge from Fawn Spady of charter-school fame.
Changing Eastside voting patterns give Democrats an advantage in this former Republican stronghold.

28" District_(Fircrest, University Place, Lakewood)
Senate: Lakewood City Councilwoman Helen McGovern vies for an open seat against antagonistic and
controversial Republican House member Mike Carrell.

House : Democrat Debi Srail will seek Carrell's House seat in this swing district, which we can win so long
as anti-Bush sentiment remains strong. How could it not?!

5™ District_ (North Bend, Maple Valley, Snoqualmie, Issaquah)
Senate: First-term Republican Sen. Cheryl Pflug faces a tough challenge from Sammamish Mayor Kathy
Huckabay, a moderate Democrat.

House : Democrat Barbara DeMichele faces Rep. Glenn Anderson, Jeff Griffin takes on first-term Rep. Jay

Rodne. Superb candidates give Democrats the edge in all three races.

Other key battlegrounds include Southwest Washington, where three incumbent Senators (Carlson, Benton
and Zarelli) are in jeopardy. Also Spokane, where Democrat Laurie Dolan takes her second run at the seat
formerly held by former Republican Senate Leader Jim West.

Please share your time and talent with these campaigns so that Democrats can make history next session!

Page 3

$
(
%
#
)
# )
%) ?
$
%,
.2
%
%
% #
4
* (#
%) 0
#
#
$
& (
&(
&@3%
%
"
(
)
2 % I
%
% ((
%)
* %)
%
%) "
ne
(" (
$ "
$**
!*
** 1
i G
#

%



Page 4

1 # $ $

&%
Voter registration is the single most important thing
we can do in our district leading up to the election on
November 2nd. Before we can turn people out to
vote, they first must be registered. There are
opportunities throughout the summer and early fall to
register voters at events both within and outside of
the district,, including the West Seattle Street Fair,
West Seattle and White Center Farmers’ Markets,
White Center Jubilee Days, Burien and Vashon
Strawberry Festivals, Gay Pride Parade, and the Alki
Music and Arts Festivals. This is a wonderful chance
to connect with our community members and engage
them in the democratic process.

1% %

In the spirit of being the “party of the people” it will be
especially important to spend our energy in White
Center and Burien celebrating the diversity of our
district and helping our underrepresented neighbors
find their political voice. In addition to the public
events in White Center and Burien, on Sunday,
August 22", we will be conducting a door-to-door
effort in targeted precincts in underrepresented areas
to register voters.

We need everyone to spend a little time registering
voters this summer. Even a few hours each will give
us the people power needed to reach thousands of
potential voters, expand the strength of our party,
and elect Democrats on the national, state and local
levels.

This is our chance to forge new relationships, hear
the concerns of our neighbors and rekindle the spirit
of community that makes democracy strong. We are
not only helping people vote, we are making our
party available to the needs and concerns of this
district’s citizens.

If you live in or near White Center and Burien then
voter registration is especially important. As we have
seen and spoken of many times, the diversity of our
district is not represented in the 34™ District
Democratic Party. This is both a challenge and a
wonderful opportunity. Please contact anyone on
the voter registration steering committee (contact info
at bottom) to join your fellow Democrats as we reach
out to this underrepresented community.

Join the voter registration team this summer to say
goodbye to the Bush administration and hello to
sound fiscal policy, healthy environments, thriving
communities and strong but respectful foreign policy.

Sarah Earl, artemisonsite@comcast.net
Steve Karbowski, stevekarbo@aol.com
Tim Nuse, timnuse@yahoo.com

We approved 21 resolutions at our District Caucus on May 1.
Following is a summary by category. The full list can be found
on our website: www.34dems.org.

Economy and Labor

We approved resolutions reversing tax cuts that benefit the
wealthy, retaining an estate tax cut and investing $500 billion to
rebuild schools and other infrastructure; opposing granting
corporations “personhood, “ allowing offshore tax shelters, and
US government contracts with companies that maintain off-
shore tax shelters or that do business with designated enemies
of the US or which sponsor, practice, or export terrorism;
supporting more restrictions on dominant media ownership; and
supporting bringing manufacturing jobs back to the US by raising
human rights and working standards and pay for workers
worldwide.

Education and Children

We supported a resolution supporting additional state funding for
public schools at a level commensurate with high expectations
of students and school employees; funding to allow for
decreased class size, teacher salaries, etc.

Civil Rights and Criminal Justice

We approved a resolution opposing the Patriot Act other
infringements of the Bill of Rights and pledging to pass no future
law or amendment that alters or compromises the Bill of Rights

Health and Human Services

We passed five amendments calling for improvements in our
health care system including one calling for benefits and choices
that federal officials enjoy, two calling for a federally funded
single payer system, one calling for Congress to implement a
law guaranteeing the right of every person in the Unites States
to quality health care, and one calling upon our state elected
officials to fund our state’s health care, mental health and long
term care system.

Energy and Environment

We supported resolutions calling for developing alternative
energy sources to oil to create a new source for American jobs
and brain power, and one supporting the creation of tax policies
with an emphasis on encouraging renewable energy.

Privacy and Individual Freedom

We approved a resolution guaranteeing the right to the full range
of reproductive choices including preventing unintended
pregnancies, bearing healthy children and choosing legal
abortion; and a resolution preventing the state from interfering
with same-gender couples marrying.

Foreign Policy and Defense

We approved resolutions opposing the continuing occupation of
Iraq, supporting a more multi-lateral approach to world issues,
and opposing the policy of pre-emptive war.

Government and Elections
The full text of this resolution is on Page 5.
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With the introduction of Touch Screen machines in
Washington state, and the fact that Secretary of
State Sam Reed has certified touch screen voting
systems for use by Washington State county
elections offices, the Legislative Committee
continues to explore this topic due to concerns
about the ease of voter fraud in other parts of the
country mainly due to a lack of a legal voting record
with these systems. Two new committee members
are very knowledgeable about this issue and |
asked them to write some background information
via this column to help us better understand this
issue so we can quiz candidates whether they
support our district and state party platform planks
supporting Voter-verified paper ballots.

Toni Lysen

Against the backdrop of the debacle in Florida in
the last general election, and the plethora of
irregularities that have plagued the nationwide
rollout of electronic voting systems since, concern
and debate over the integrity of our election
process has steadily escalated. Computer scientists
have identified a profusion of system security
weaknesses that leave the door to sabotage
through tampering or hacking wide open, and
rampant functionality failures have been well
documented.

Two companies, ES&S and Diebold, and the two
brothers that run them, will account for
approximately 80% of all votes cast and counted in
the upcoming election. ES&S was founded by Todd
and Bob Urosevich. Todd is still an executive there,
while Bob left to become the president of Diebold.
30% of those votes will be cast on touch-screen
voting machines that do not produce paper
documentation of any kind, so recounts and audits
will be impossible. Without ballots to recount, an
election dispute or "problem" can leave voters
disenfranchised and unheard, because there are no
external resources for settling the issue.

Broward County Florida provided an example of
this in a January election where there was a
discrepancy between the number of people who
signed in at the precincts, and the number of votes
cast. According to officials, 134 voters failed to
vote, even though there was only one item on the
ballot! The common sense explanation is that they
voted, but the machines did not record their votes.
But without the audit trail that paper ballots provide,
there is no way to reconstruct what happened.

If reconciling conflicting data in a disputed election
is impossible without some kind of external
verification structure, the hermetic nature of the
current array of electronic voting devices precludes

us from identifying the source of system failures, or
explain why they took place. The source-code for
voting system software is withheld from public
scrutiny under the pretext of "intellectual property".
These machines are tested and certified behind a
veil of secrecy in an effort to protect the vendor’s
"proprietary knowledge"; and neither the details of
the testing procedures, nor the results are
disclosed. In either case, current testing protocols
have failed to portend the abysmal performance
that these devices have displayed within the
crucible of real elections. Horror stories abound,
and thousands of voters have already been
disenfranchised, while industry representatives
continue to equivocate: unwilling to acknowledge
the scope or gravity of the issues that have plagued
these systems. Vendors continue with claims that
are often misleading, deceptive, and in some
cases, demonstrably false.

Robust auditing protocols provide the insurance we
need to conduct legitimate democratic elections,
and a voter verified paper ballot that will stand as
the final legal record of the vote represents the
cornerstone of such a system. The industry and its
"friends" are beginning to co-opt the language of
voting rights activists, and have stated
acknowledging the need and desirability for a
"receipt" that would provide a "paper trail* of the
vote. But unless a receipt has the legal status of a
ballot, it's not worth the paper it's printed on. For
these reasons and others, the Legislative
Committee supports the plank submitted by the 34"
Democrats, and its incorporation into the state party
platform. We also suggest members ask candidates
for office if they support the specifics of the
electronic voting plank.

David McMurray with Steve Tolliver
Legislative Committee Members

Platform plank: We support open democratic voting
systems that make all voting machines (and
software) available to inspection by auditors,
candidates, their representatives, and interested
members of the public. All voting machines (by
2004 general election) should produce actual paper
that voters can view to check the accuracy of their
votes at the time they cast their votes and that
election officials can use to verify votes in the event
of computer malfunction, hacking, or other
irregularity. Voter-verified paper ballots would be
the legal ballot tally in the event of inconsistent
results obtained when ballots are tallied by
computer. At least 2% of votes cast would be
randomly audited.
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Surely you want to have a say in who the 34th District endorses at
our meeting in August. Only members can vote at this meeting

(PCO'’s are automatically members) so if you're not a member, it's

time to join.

If your name is not listed in the margins of this newsletter, you are not
on our list of members. If you haven't paid, you must pay your dues
by the last meeting before the endorsement meeting, which in this
case will be the picnic. So bring your checkbook along with your
potluck dish. If you believe you have paid your dues and your name
is not on the list, contact Jackie Dupras at 935-9683 or
jdupras@quidnunc,net.

" # $ %&

If you have been receiving this newsletter because you are a
delegate or an alternate, this will be your last newsletter. We would
love to keep sending it to you, but printing and mailing costs are
expensive. You may still get information about what the District is
doing by going to our website, www.34dems.org. The website is
constantly updated and the newsletter can be found there also. Our
webmaster has made some changes and while | have no idea what
he did, the newsletter is much easier to download and looks great.

If you would still like to receive it through the mail and if you would
like to join the 34th District in making sure that we don’t have to put
up with George Bush for four more years, just fill out the form below
and send it along with a check to Ann Martin, our Treasurer, at the
address on the form. If you send in your check before July 14, you
will also be able to vote at our endorsement meeting in August.

JOIN NOW . .. WE NEED YOU TODAY

Sign up now by clipping this coupon and mailing a check, payable to 34th
District Democrats, to: Ann Martin, 3618 SW Orchard, Seattle, WA 98126

NAME

IADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE E-MAIL

EMPLOYER NAME*
IADDRESS*
OCCUPATION*

PRECINCT

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS (Dues are for the period Jan. — Dec.):

| $15 Basic Dues $25  Household _ $25 Friend ___ $50 Sponsor
| $100 Benefactor __ $500 Underwriter __ $3 Low Income/Senior

*Required by Voter Approved Public Disclosure Act
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Periodically we release our member list to candidates and non-commercial
organizations who probably have the same political philosophy as yours. If
lyou do not wish your information released, check the appropriate box or
boxes.

Do Not Release
My Address

Do Not Release
My Phone Number

Proposed

Endorsement Rules

1. Candidates may be identified
during the endorsement
process, i.e. asked to appear
before the body, but may not
speak except as noted below.

2. A motion to endorse for a
given office or issue shall be
made when the chair opens
endorsement for that office or
issue. Motions for
reconsideration, etc. shall be
subject to Robert’'s Rules of
Order

3. Dual endorsements are
permitted. An individual
endorsement for an office does
not preclude a motion or
motions for additional
endorsements for that office.

4. The maker of an
endorsement may speak to the
motion, followed by a speaker
in opposition, to a maximum of
two speakers for and two
speakers against the motion.
Each speaker will have a
maximum of one minute to
speak. A speaker may give his
allotted time to a candidate or
ballot measure proponent or
opponent, but no additional time
will be allotted.

5. All other matters are subject
to the District Bylaws or
Robert’s Rules of Order.

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in
submitted articles and letters to
the editor are those of the
author and not necessarily
those of the 34th District
Democrats or the Executive
Board. All letters are subject to
editing for space and content.
Articles, photos and notices of
upcoming events are strongly
encouraged. Mail to Jackie
Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW,
Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net
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Friday, June 4, 6:30 p.m.
Gala Banquet featuring Al Gore
Tacoma Sheraton Bicentennial Pavilion, $65

Saturday, June 5, 9:00
Washington State Convention
Convention Center in Tacoma

Wednesday, June 9, 6:30, before meeting
PCO Training with Gurine Nordby
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Wednesday, June 9, 7:00 social; 7:30 meeting
District Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Wednesday, June 16, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
Ann Martin’'s Home

Calendar

Saturday, June 19, 6:00 p.m.

Meeting on Vashon Ferry Service

Land Trust Building on Vashon

Call Arlene Hess at 463-1548 for information

Wednesday, July 14
34th District Picnic
Lincoln Park—Details next month

Wednesday, July 21, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
Ann Martin’'s Home

Saturday, July 31

Rolling Thunder “Bring It on Home
Democracy Festival

Magnuson Park
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