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Message from the Chairman

The PCO Challenge

Happy New Year to our brothers and sisters of the 34"
District Democrats. If you're looking for a good New
Year’s resolution that will bring you a lot of satisfaction
and will help advance our Demaocratic ideals, how about
this one:

| resolve to become a Democratic
Precinct Committee officer this vyear,
and to mobilize my precinct to help re-
elect Maria Cantwell, Jim McDermott,
Adam Smith, and our terrific trio of state
Legislators. | resolve to build a working
committee of Democratic neighbors
around our community’s issues in
addition to electoral politics.

We have 207 precincts in the 34" District. About 120 are
filled, more or less. We need to fill as many as we can
immediately so that the new PCOs can preside over the
precinct caucuses in March, and “hit the ground running”
for the 2006 campaign. We would hope these new
appointed PCOs would stand for election in their
precincts in September, when all PCOs will be on the
ballot.

The King County Democratic Central Committee is
having a “PCO challenge” with a prize to the District that
can sign up the most new PCOs by the January KCDCC
meeting, Tuesday, January 24. Our deadline, though, is
our January 11 meeting, when new appointed and acting
PCOs must be approved by the membership.

So if your precinct is vacant, please step up. Call or e-
mail me if you have any questions or concerns. But
prepare yourselves for a sales pitch if you do.

January Meeting

Our January program should be a very exciting one. Our
speaker will be Verlene Jones of the Union Cities
program, an arm of the King County Labor Council. If
anyone has been wondering why some of us persist in
promoting working people’s issues, you will have no
further doubts after seeing and hearing the dynamic Ms.
Jones.

Verlene is an accomplished community mobilizer. Her
efforts were instrumental in helping rally community
support for the United Food and Commercial Workers in
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Meeting Notice

January 11, 2006
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Potluck Snacks

If you can, please bring a snack to the
meeting. It doesn’'t have to be much:
cheese and crackers or salsa and chips
would do just fine.

Meeting

Verlene Jones of the Union Cities
program will be our main speaker. She
will explain to us, in no uncertain terms,
why the battle for working people’s right
to organize and demands for living
wages and benefits are Democratic core
values. For more information about
Verlene, see the Message from the
Chairman on your left.

9th District Congressman Adam Smith
will also speak at the meeting.

Appointment of all the new PCO’s who
answer lvan’s Challenge.

Dues are Due

As you no doubt have noticed, there is
an envelope and membership form
attached to this month’s newsletter. If
you have already paid your dues for
2006—and many of you have—we thank
you and hope that you will give the form
and envelope to a friend.
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34th District Democrats’ Holiday Party

It was a great party. We had good
food, good conversation, and we had
incredible sweet potato pies. Bruce
Stotler donated ten of these which
were made by 11th District State
Committeeman Azzeim Underwood.
Several pies were raffled off along with
a couple of bottles of wine.

Monica Harris pulled the tickets out of
a box assisted by Senator Erik
Poulsen. This is the second year that
Bruce has donated the pies and if it is
going to be an annual event, I'm all for
it. Thanks, Bruce.

Photos by Bill Schrier

Update on Jeff Gringer’'s Whereabouts

In our last installment of the Adventures of Jeff Gringer, we learned that in
December he was to be deployed to Minsk as a political officer . But we are dealing
with a bureaucracy here so logic doesn'’t always win out. He was then scheduled to
go to Krakow but that would have been at the end of the summer, or, contingent on
medical issues with another person, to a Russian-speaking former republic.

He has since been assigned to Yerevan in Armenia, the Russian-speaking former
republic. Believe it or not, Jeff has actually been to Yerevan. He spent a couple of
days there back in the 80’s when he was studying Russian in Leningrad. It is an
exotic country, mountainous, with a 3,000 foot plateau. He enjoyed being there and
says that the people are friendly and well-educated.

While many people do speak Russian, he still needs to learn Armenian. He and his
wife Galina are both learning the language in a class of two people—Galina and
himself. They are taught by a mother-daughter team, one teaching grammar and
the other teaching the alphabet. Armenian has its own rather weird alphabet.

Assuming all goes as planned, he will leave for Yerevan some time in March or
April. Stay tuned.



©

Volunteer Activities
Mailing Party

The mailing party for the February newsletter will be on
Saturday, January 28 at Jackie Dupras’ home. Call her at
935-9683 if you can help.

West Seattle Food Bank

As part of Outreach, we are working with area food
banks to recruit volunteers. Here is their volunteer
schedule for West Seattle:

Monday—Friday, 8:30—12:00
Picking up food from stores in a van

Tuesday, 11:30 until done
Unload trucks from Food Lifeline and NW Harvest

Tuesday, 1:00—3:00
Put things away

Wednesday, 3:30—7:30 (time is flexible)
Distribution at bank

Thursday, 9:30—1:30 (Time is flexible)
Distribution

Call Ali at the Food Bank at 932-9023 to volunteer and
let her know that you are with the 34th District
Democrats.

Keep those receipts coming for Morgan Street Thriftway
and Metropolitan Market. These two stores will donate
1% of your receipts to the West Seattle Food Bank.

Legislative Action Committee/

Rapid Response Team

Volunteers are needed to help spread requests to our
members for legislative action or get-out-the vote/
volunteer requests either by email or telephone. Those
phoning will have a list of around 10 members. Call LAC
Chair Toni Lysen if you can help.

Meeting Announcements

Executive Board Meeting

The next meeting of the executive board will be at 7:00
on January 18 at Ann Martin’s home. All members are
welcome to attend.

West Seattle Democratic Women

This month’s speaker will be Susan Sheary, Chair of the
King County Democrats. The meeting will be on
Thursday, January 26 at 11:30 a.m. at Daystar, on
Barton Street across from Westwood Village. Men are
not only welcome, but are encouraged to attend. The
cost of lunch is $6.00 and includes coffee and dessert.
To assist in bookkeeping, checks, made out to Daystar,
are preferred.

The King County Democrats’

Legislative Action Committee meeting
The King County LAC Committee meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, January 15 at the Burien Library at 1:30 p.m.
The agenda will include a review of the proposed LAC
Legislative Action for the 2006 Washington State
Legislature which will convene January 9. In addition,
Ivan has asked former Governor Booth Gardner to speak
about WASL issues at this meeting. If you would like to
attend, contact Toni Lysen, our LAC Chair.

Notices

Dues Are Due

In case you missed the announcement on the front page,
now is the time to pay your dues. As you can see from
the margins of this newsletter, many of you have already
done so and for this we thank you. If you haven't paid
yet, we have attached a convenient self-addressed
envelope and membership form. We really need your
help this year because there are so many things that we
need to do that cost money, not the least of which is to
make sure that we still have two Democratic senators at
the end of the year.

Election of WSDCC Chair

The State Committeemen and Committeewomen will
meet on January 28 to elect a new chair to replace Paul
Berendt who is retiring. They are the only ones who have
a vote.

Executive Board Vacancy

Since Tanya Aguilar relinquished her position as King
County Committeewoman, Alternate to become First
Vice Chair, we have a vacancy in her old position. The
Alternate attends King County Democrats’ meetings in
the absence of the King County Committeewoman. This
is a great position for someone wanting to become more
involved in the 34th District.




Legislative Action Committee
The first King County Democrats’ Legislative Action
Committee meeting of 2006 is scheduled for Sunday,
January 15 at the Burien Library at 1:30 p.m. The
agenda will include a review of the proposed LAC
Legislative Action for the 2006 Washington State
Legislature which will convene January 9. In addition,
Ivan has asked former Governor Booth Gardner to
speak about WASL issues at this meeting. A useful
website to follow the many hot state issues the KC LAC
is following is the Washington State Legislature’s bill
tracking website: wwwl.leg.wa.gov/legislature.

The right wing is getting 2006 off in the wrong direction
with an initiative to repeal the Washington State estate
tax that was reinstated by the Legislature last year. This
tax affects only a little over 200 taxpayers in the state a
year and is dedicated to funding the Education Legacy
Trust Account.

Rep. Bob Hasegawa, (D- 11" LD) has been asked by
Speaker Chopp to lead the effort in our state not only to
stop the movement to repeal the estate tax but to
organize a grassroots movement for a more
progressive tax structure for our state. Bob mentioned
to me that he is considering filing an alternative
initiative to tax oil refinery production in the state.

Hasegawa will hold a meeting Friday, January 6 at
2 p.m. at the Machinists Union Hall in South Park to
discuss these efforts. If anyone would like to attend
either the Jan 6 tax reform meeting or the Jan 15 KC
LAC meeting please let me know.

LAC/RRT group—There are about twenty 34th District
members who have signed up to be part of the district’s
Legislative Action telephone/email tree and Rapid
Response Team. These folks will help spread requests
to our members for legislative action or get-out-the
vote/volunteer requests either by email or telephone.
Those phoning will have a list of 10 members to call (or
more if they wish). We could use more volunteers.
Please contact me at 244-6611 or tlysen@comcast.net
if you are interested in helping out.

Toni Lysen, LAC Chair

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or the
Executive Board. All letters are subject to editing for
space and content. Articles, photos and notices of
upcoming events are strongly encouraged. Mail to
Jackie Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.

Making a Difference

Twenty-nine members of the 34th District Democrats
volunteered at the two food banks during the holidays
for a total of 91 volunteer hours. In addition, we donated
more than twenty gifts to the family that we adopted for
Christmas. We aren't just sitting on our hands
complaining; we're getting out there and doing
something to make our community a better place to live.
Tim Nuse, Second Vice Chair and Outreach Committee
member who is coordinating these volunteer efforts, has
heard from several directions that the 34th District
Democrats are contributing positively to our
communities and this a huge success!

Tim Nuse, Peggy Abby and Cheryl Banks, who are
among the 34th District members who gave to our
adopted family.

Save the Date!

Precinct Caucuses on March 4

Precinct caucuses will be held on Saturday, March 4 at
2:00 in the afternoon. This is true grassroots
democracy and it's your chance to let your opinion be
known and have a say in the party platform. We will
discuss political issues of the day and pass resolutions
indicating the caucus’s official position on those issues.
If you have a particular interest, this is a good time to
write a resolution and to talk about it with your fellow
Democrats.

Delegates will be elected to the District Caucus and
County Convention. If you are a PCO, you will
automatically be a delegate to these two events.
Delegates to the State Convention will be elected at the
District Caucus on April 22.

Watch next month’s newsletter for more information
and caucus locations or check our website.



West Seattle Democratic Women

The West Seattle Democratic Women® Club was
founded over sixty years ago to bring more women into
political life. At first they were the gofers--putting on
potluck suppers to elect male candidates. Then they
realized, when Georgette Valle dominated 34th District
politics by serving so many years in the Washington
State Legislature, that women could take their place
alongside men in making policy and making laws. We
now have a woman in the governor® seat and two
women senators in Congress and more women
represented in our state legislature than in any other
state in the union.

In the past year the membership in the group continued
to serve women in this highly Democratic 34th District.
With politics running at such a high pitch of late,
membership in this group has doubled in the past year
and the members have become more active in the
community.

Several members have volunteered with the 34th District
Democrats at the West Seattle and the White Center
Food Banks. The group has instituted a scholarship fund
for two seniors, one at West Seattle High School and
one at Sealth High School. They have shared an
informational table with the 34th District Democrats at
the Farmers’ Market and sold buttons to fund the
scholarships; they have provided volunteers for the 34th
District’s booth at the Junction Festival and White Center
Days. They also marched with Dow Constantine in the
Hi Yu parade.

Over the past year this group has brought politics home
to West Seattle by featuring such speakers as King
County Demaocratic Chair Susan Sheary; City Council
member Jan Drago, Carol Albert, campaign manager for
Patty Murray® last election; State Senator Erik Poulsen;
Jennifer James, anthropologist and worldwide speaker;
and Irene Stewart, Seattle School Board member.

Peggy Abby is the chair and Lois Elenich the vice chair
until January 26 when co-chairs Beth Grieser and
Margaret Swan officially take over. Cheryl Banks will
replace Beth Grieser as treasurer and Jane Conrad and
Amy Derenthal will remain as co-secretaries.

If you are interested in joining—and men are welcome
as members— call Beth Grieser at 938-5706 or
Margaret Swan at 767-0351.

Georgie Kunkel and Jackie Dupras

Chairman’s Message

Continued from Page 1

the 2004 grocery negotiations. This community support
helped stave off contract givebacks in Washington that
grocery clerks in California had to endure after a five-
month lockout.

Verlene will explain to us, in no uncertain terms, why
the battle for working people’s right to organize and
demands for living wages and benefits are Democratic
core values, and how cities and regions benefit from
strong unions in general. Her presentation should
hammer home the message that our workplaces, in
addition to our communities, could use a strong dose of
democracy.

Phil Talmadge Candidate for WSDCC Chair

Our 34™ District favorite son, former state Senator and
Supreme Court Justice Phil Talmadge, is a candidate
for Washington State Democratic Party chair. Paul
Berendt, who has served for 11 years, and was the
nation’s senior Democratic state chair in tenure of
service, will retire when a successor is elected at the
January 27-28 meeting.

Paul has been a good friend to the 34™ District, and his
role in the recount battle after the gubernatorial election
of 2004 should never be forgotten. There likely will be
more on this at our January meeting.

See you January 11 for “all the democracy you can
handle.” Please remember your 2006 dues, and a
donation or items for the food banks that serve our
neighbors.

Ivan Weiss

Retiring WSDCC Chair Paul Berendt with lvan Weiss.

If you are wondering about Ivan’s unusual headgear,

this picture was taken at our annual holiday party.
Photo by Bill Schrier



Friday, January 6, 2:00

Meeting to Discuss a More Progressive Tax Structure
Call Toni Lysen (244-6611) if you would like to attend
Machinists Union Hall in South Park

Sunday, January 8, 2:00
WSDCC Chair - Candidate Forum
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett N

Wednesday, January 11, 6:30 social, 7:00 meeting
34th District Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Monday, January 16

Racism, Poverty, War: Katrina, Irag--No More!
9:30 a.m. workshops at Garfield High School,
Rally at 11 a.m., March at 12 noon

Tuesday, January 24, 7:00
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett N

Calendar

Tuesday, January 24, 7:30

Foolproof.org presents What the Media is Not
Reporting: Off the Record with Dan Rather
McCaw Hall

Thursday, January 26, 11:30 a.m.
West Seattle Democratic \WWomen
Daystar, across from Westwood, on Barton

Friday, January 27, Noon

Senators Maria Cantwell and Hillary Clinton
Luncheon—$150 donation

Washington Trade and Convention Center

Friday and Saturday, January 27 and 28
Washington State Democrats Meeting

Saturday, March 4, 2:00 p.m.
Precinct Caucuses
At alocation near you

Saturday, April 22
District Caucus
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