
Moving On  
Now that we have all had some time to recover from the 
shock of the Democratic loss of the Presidential election 
and to absorb the fact that yes we have 4 more years of a 
Bush Administration…..we can take solace from knowing 
that we here in Washington State and the 34th District 
succeeded in bringing in the votes for Kerry.  And that we 
who voted Blue are living in the mostly Blue part of the 
state (imagine how all those Democrats in the Red states 
must feel).  Yes, the Governor’s race is hanging by a 
thread.  If we end up having to cope with a Republican 
Governor, then at least we have a Democratic Legislature.   
And, who’s to say that we can’t have a Democratic 
Congress two years from now?  If nothing else, this election 
woke us all up to the fact that we have to create a better 
dialogue with those of differing views and a crisper 
message that appeals to people’s hearts not just their 
heads. 
 
For those that missed the Frontline show on PBS a couple 
weeks ago on how marketing a simple message can make 
the difference in campaigning – I highly recommend it.   We 
all knew Bush was doing it – this show reveals the 
marketing strategy used behind all that spin.  Imagine the 
power of this sort of tool in expressing the truth instead!   
 
It is more important than ever to stay active, promote the 
issues that you care about, and push to keep the economic, 
social and environmental policies and programs in place 
that support our values.  This can be as simple as 
contributing to national or state organizations, writing letters 
to the editor, creating discussion groups, getting involved 
with local nonprofits, becoming a Precinct Committee 
Officer if you aren’t already, and if you are, getting back out 
into your precinct.   
 
I am going to use some of my newly found time from being 
Chair to reconnect with my precinct, 
and to get more involved in promoting 
environmental issues.   I am struck by 
how many of my friends and 
colleagues in other circles of my life 
outside of politics are digging in and 
determined to get more involved 
instead of being apathetic.  Most of 
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December 8, 2004 

7:00 Social 
7:30 Reorganization 

The Hall at Fauntleroy 
9131 California Ave SW 

 
7:30 p.m.  - Meeting Called to 
Order by KCDCC Officer  
· Flag Salute 
· Appointment of Secretary, 

Parliamentarian, Sergeant-at-
arms and Tally Committee 

· Adoption of Agenda and Rules 
· Adoption of Bylaws 
· Credential Report 
 
Nomination and election of 34th 
Legislative District officers  
See Page 3 for a listing of offices and 
candidates who have come forward 
as of November 26.   
 
After electing a new chair, that 
person will run the rest of the 
meeting, including the voting for the 
rest of the officers.  
 
New Business  
Election of new PCO’s 
 
Adjourn  
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Listing of new PCO’s Page 2 
Bulletin Board, including listing of candidates Page 3 
Summary of Candidates’ Statements Pages 4 & 5 
Letters and Opinion Page 6 
Calendar Page 7 
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We have fifteen new PCO’s, three of whom who were acting PCO’s but were elected in 
their own precincts. A few chose not to run, mostly because of  because of time restraints, 
and three of our long-time PCO’s retired: Betty Davisson, Nels Ekroth, and Norman 
Kunkel. We thank all of them for their many years of service as PCO’s. We now have 99 
PCO’s and this number will certainly increase in the next month or two.  Several people 
missed the deadline, which was earlier than usual, and have expressed interest in being 
appointed to their old positions. The newly elected  PCO’s are listed below. The asterisk 
denotes either a new PCO or an acting PCO elected to his or her own precinct. 
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Ivan Weiss has been active in the Vashon community since 1976 and has been a member of the 34th 
District Democrats since 2002.  He is the District’s Communications Director and is active on the 
Legislative Affairs and Outreach Committees. Ivan was the Business Agent for Teamsters Local 763 
and before that was copy editor, occasional reporter, book reviewer and Newspaper Guild shop 
steward at the Seattle Times where he worked for 32 years.�
�
During the last election he was Field Organizer for the 25th District where he tripled the District’s 
active membership; recruited five new PCO’s and began building precinct committees; organized voter 
registration teams, and both GOTV and election day canvasses and phone banks. He also initiated 
the 34th District Democrats UFCW button fundraising campaign in support of local grocery clerks. 
 
If elected he will make it a priority to fill all precincts with PCO’s and forming precinct committees for 
voter ID and outreach; make voter registration and updating the Voterfile an ongoing activity; intensify 
minority outreach in conjunction with other outreach groups; build coalitions with existing organizations 
and small businesses that serve those communities; expand the role of the Legislative Affairs 
Committee and a greater District presence in Olympia in the upcoming session, and recruit new 
members and volunteers. 

�����������������
�����
������
��
Lara-Ann believes that this past presidential election calls for us to reach out to non-voters and 
Republicans alike, that this is not a time for anger but a time for relationship building as a means to 
demonstrate out party’s strength. To accomplish this she would place 34th District members and 
literature at diverse public events, such as environmental, neighborhood sporting and church events; 
place Democratic values ads in local media outlets—we have values too! Let’s communicate them. 
She would continue the development of our volunteer infrastructure by building on new member 
introduction packages, matching new members with seasoned district volunteers, and adding a 
webpage where volunteers can go to find “volunteer buddies.”. 
 
We must honor each voice as important, but encourage rational, informed discourse. To win we 
must be unified. If the Republicans have taught us one thing, it is to know when to stop debating and 
get in line. She is hopeful that her quiet, committed leadership style will be put to use serving as our 
First Vice Chair. But know, since losing, she will not give on the dream of a better, kinder, and more 
inclusive political system for all of us. 
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Tim Nuse served on the Voter Registration and Get Out the Vote Committees during the last 
election, and he also contributed to the Platform Committee. He has shared his passion and 
leadership with several valuable organizations before being introduced to the 34th District 
Democrats. He is invigorated by his experience here. 
 
As Second Vice Chair he will continue to focus on increased outreach and growing support in our 
district, and to get more people involved while spreading the message of the Democratic Party.  The 
34th is more than a legislative district—we  are a model. We are a winning district in a party that 
needs more like us. Yet we have room to improve. We have to communicate to the people in our 
district who don’t vote Democratic because they don’t know we fight for them and get them engaged 
with us. The time for outreach begins now and Tim wants to contribute as a servant and a leader.  
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Listed below and on the next page are summaries of the statements from some of the candidates. Not 
all the candidates submitted statements, but check the website, www.34dems.org for the complete 
statements and for any  updates including new candidates.  
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Robin Hess is a long-time Democrat with a lifetime of working successfully as a leader and participant in 
group action.  He was Chairman of the Thurston County Democratic Central Committee for two years and 
was a delegate to the State Democratic Convention eight times.  He was a union activist, minister and spent 
12 years in private business. 
 
Robin chaired the 2004 District Platform Committee and also served on the County and State Platform 
Committees. As King County Committeeman he would be committed to the Platform of the 34th District and 
wishes to represent the 34th District’s progressive stance and invites direction by 34th District and 
suggestions from members. 
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Steve Karbowski is an environmental attorney who has worked with local non-profits to preserve habitat and 
open space and former Nature Conservancy Counsel. As co-chair of the Voter Registration and Get Out the 
Vote Committee, Steve Karbowski has gained a good understanding of the needs of our District. He will do 
his best to represent the core values of the Democratic party and the progressive social, economic and 
environmental ideals that we hold here in the Pacific Northwest. He promises unwavering support for 
protection and strengthening of civil rights and opportunity for all and will support a return to economic 
prosperity based upon fairness in taxation and fiscally responsible practices. 
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Brian Earl has identified himself as a Democrat since he became politically aware in 1980. He is an attorney 
presently employed by the Graphics Communications Union Local 767 M, a trade union of the working men 
and women in the newspaper, commercial printing and specialty sectors of printing in Washington and 
Oregon. He feels he can work with either candidate and support them in their representation of the 
organization’s membership.  Opportunities for positive change do not come by often and our representatives 
need the support and confidence in their judgment to take full advantage of any such opportunities.  
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Jeff Gringer and 
daughter Sophie 
with her 
handmade sign. 
Jeff and Sophie 
were waving 
signs for Kerry in 
Burien on a 
weekend before 
the election. 
Don’t despair, 
Sophie. Next time 
we’ll win. 



This is not the letter I was hoping to send. Instead I was 
hoping to tell you that we had done what my favorite 
author, John LeCarre’ (his brother lives in Seattle, by the 
way) had asked us to do - “to give us back the America we 
loved.” I was hoping to tell you that we had taken back this 
country and that we could quote our great civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, Jr.: “free at last, great God 
almighty – free at last.”  But that is not to be. 
 
All I can say is that I, and many like me, tried – we tried 
very hard. After working my own state of Washington I 
went to Ohio for the election, which was one of the battle 
ground states. Many incredible people had gathered from 
all over the county (California, Washington State, New 
York, Georgia, etc). I was working for a nonpartisan group 
called People for the American Way, to make sure that 
people in minority communities were given the chance to 
vote. I also did some volunteering for the Kerry Campaign. 
Unfortunately we were not able to win Ohio. But at least all 
the people were able to vote. 
 
On the positive side it was an amazingly gratifying 
experience to meet people from all over the country 
engaged in this effort and especially to see the local 
people, mainly African Americans, working so hard. To see 
and meet all the people who came out to vote, who waited 
for hours in long lines, and sometimes in the rain, to make 
sure there was not a repeat of 2000 where many people 
were disenfranchised, was really a heart-warming 
experience. I, myself got drenched in a downpour of bitter 
rain and wind – but it was worth it. I was so excited and 
positive when the polls closed – it was such a fantastic 
turnout. Unfortunately, later that night it was clear that we 
would not win. So I feel extremely disappointed right now. 
And I especially feel bad for the members of the African 
American community because they showed such resolve – 
but this time at least their votes did get counted. I only lost 
one person that I know of who left the polling place not 
willing to wait any longer in line. 
 
I want you to know that there are a tremendous number of 
wonderful Americans who are sick, as Le Carre says, of 
this president “for his bullying unilateralism, his dismissal 
of international treaties, his reckless indifference to the 
aspirations of other nations and cultures, his contempt for 
institutions of world government, and above all for 
misusing the cause of antiterrorism in order to unleash an 
illegal war.” And for the Patriot Act “which has swept aside 
constitutional and civil liberties which took brave 
Americans 200 years to secure and were once the envy of 
the world.” 
 
It does make one wonder about Democracy – as Churchill 
said so aptly, it is a terrible system but better than all the 
others. But after visiting places like Belarus this summer I 
would say it is not only the least poor system, it is really 
the ONLY system. And as I witnessed in Ohio, democracy 

takes constant work. I wish I could say now that that 
exercise of Democracy had a good outcome. But, as I told 
a group of Lithuanian high school students last year, just 
because you vote for someone does not mean that they 
will win. But at least the voting here was fair this year. 
Unfortunately the majority of American people are too 
conservative or too ignorant to see what I firmly believe, 
and most of the rest of the world believes, to be the correct 
course. But again, I want you to know that almost half of 
the American voters are not like that. 
 
I really fear for the future of our country at this point – but 
maybe, as somebody once said of Ronald Reagan: like 
kidney stones, this too shall pass. But I fear that 
irreparable harm will be done in the next four years. I 
would think seriously of leaving this country myself, but I 
love my house, my island, my beach, and the Seattle area 
too much. And I am surrounded by people who, like me, 
supported the losing side. Life often (if not usually) does 
not have a happy ending but there are a lot of fantastic 
people in this world and I am grateful for knowing so many 
of you. 
     Cliff Marks 
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Here are my two cents: 
Democracy is a great but ugly thing. I agree with Cliff that 
so much positive work has been done and that will only 
serve to strengthen democracy in our country. 
 
I also must say that I'm sick to death of holding anybody 
that doesn't have OUR perspective in contempt. We lost. 
And we will loose again unless we give people in this 
country a reason again to vote for Democrats. We know 
Democrats have strong and enduring values and we know 
our values are right. It's time to bridge the gaps with our 
minority communities, with the poor and middle class and 
give them reason again to look to the Democrats to pull 
the nation out of these troubled times. 
 
I've heard the people of this country that voted for Bush 
called stupid, simple, ignorant, and many other names. 
This may all be true, but most importantly, they are 
Americans and they have the right to vote.  We will loose 
again if we continue the name calling so let's drop our 
righteousness and start the healing process. Let's start the 
dialogue with all Americans we fight for (anyone making 
less then several hundred  thousand dollars) and let's do it 
through service. If we are to become a strong party once 
more then the atmosphere of service and volunteering 
must continue. Our fellow Americans must see us working 
to help them, not just asking for money and donations 
when it is time to vote.  
 
I hope we continue to volunteer in this district, in this state 
and across the country. And I hope we do so in a spirit of 
hope and collaboration. And yes, this means working with 
people who voted for Bush in 2004 
     Tim Nuse 
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Calendar 

these folks were never active until this year.  
How inspiring is that!   Judging by the great and 
spirited attendance at the November meeting, I 
would say that feeling is prevalent in our District 
as well.  And – I am delighted that we have 
nearly a full slate of candidates running for the 
next two-year term!    
 
Please make sure to attend the December 8 
meeting at which the new officers and other 
Board members will be voted in.  And – come 
celebrate a stronger District and the end of a 
long hard but fun year at our Holiday party 
which will be Saturday December 11 at the new 
Highpoint Community Center.   
 
Thanks to all of you for your continued 
enthusiasm.  Keep up the good work the next 
two years!   
 
  Kathy Minsch, Chair  
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John Kerry 64.86 52.82 

Patty Murray 65.18 54.98 

Chris Gregoire 57.66 48.87 

Deborah Senn 50.39 43.27 

Mike Cooper 56.77 46.67 

Mary Kay Becker 54.63 47.97 

I-872 54.74 59.84 

I-884 44.98 40.00 

I-892 32.88 38.45 

R-55 41.02 41.66 

I-297 73.62 69.09 

A Thank You from Catherine Moore 
Dear Fellow 34th District Democrats, 
You are wonderful! In my race for King County 
Superior Court, Position 42, you gave me your 
unconditional moral support, a very generous 
campaign donation, and countless hours of 
footwork. As a relative newcomer to the District, I 
couldn't have asked for a more supportive 
organization. Thank you so very much. I remain 
forever grateful and indebted! 
 
  All the best, 
  Catherine Moore 
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If it were up to the 34th District and the rest of King 
County, Chris Gregoire would be Governor, Mike 
Cooper would be Commissioner of Public Lands, 
Deborah Senn would be Attorney General, Mary 
Kay Becker would be on the Supreme Court, and, 
yes, John Kerry would be President.  The 
percentages for the ballot measures are for yes 
votes.  
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November Minutes 
The minutes for the November meeting were 
unavailable at the time the newsletter was 
printed. If you have any questions about this, 
please contact Bruce Eklund at 935-3475 or  
dalluge-eklund@msn.com.  
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