34th District

Democrats
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% Message from the Chairman M t N t
&" The session, the caucus, the campaign, and some fun ee I n q O I Ce
# .
Our State Legislature had a great session, and the state Ap” l 12’ 2006
) # and the 34™ District benefited from their work. All around 6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
ﬁ 0%0 Washington, the reports are in: The House and the Senate The HaII_ at Eauntleroy
accomplished more in this short session than past 9131 California Ave SW
r " Legislatures had during “full” sessions. Across from the YMCA
At our April 12 meeting, Senator Erik Poulsen and Program
Representatives Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott will brief ] Our three State Legislators, Erik
their 34™ District constituents on what they helped get done, | Poulsen, Eileen Cody and Joe
where expectations fell short, and where we need to focus | McDermott, will give us a rundown of
+ for 2007. the last legislative session. (See
Message from the Chairman for details)
Without any exception that | am aware of, Democratic
' legislators are unanimous in giving credit to Governor
o7 Christine Gregoire for her role in getting deals done. She Food Bank Donations
i IheIp?dt_neg(;t;;atehtr|1e f(|jnal ;/lers!oln t(_)f medlc%I_malpracUce As always, there will be a basket for
!/" egisiation. she helped get iegisiation providing non-perishable food donations for the
' unemploym_ent msu_rance_rehef for seasonal W(_)rkers. She food banks in our area.
- took an active part in getting a water-storage bill passed,
which had eluded lawmakers for years.
! , Y Potluck Snacks
’ And it was a great day for Washington state when she Remember to bring something to snack
/ signed into law the bill extending state anti-discrimination | on with our beer or wine during our time
protections to our gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered | before the meeting.
citizens.
) )0
# " Erik, Eileen, and Joe will have all the facts and figures at their fingertips. This is always one of our
most informative and most productive meetings of the year, so come prepared. Let’s use this meeting
as a springboard for the next session, when, with the Governor’s help, we WILL pass Fair Share
% o+ Health Care.
’ 1# E % Kk
? ﬁi/ " Mark your calendars for the 34™ Legislative District Democratic Caucus, Saturday, April 22, at 9 AM,
3 2 Chief Sealth High School. The King County Democratic Convention will be Saturday, May 6, at the
Machinists’ Hall in South Park.
[— * Kk
The Democratic Party’s 2006 Coordinated Campaign is up and running. The 34™ has not been
assigned a Field Organizer yet, but the Campaign has )
4 hired our active member, Patrick Wicklund, as a Field In This Issue

/ Patrick to the 34", but he will be working in Pierce Caucus Information................ccee... Page 2
+ County. Bulletin Board..............cccooiinie Page 3

! + LEtEIS oovvieitieciie et Page 4
" That assignment means the Campaign holds Patrick in [ KCDCC Report .............ccccoeiain. Page 5
high regard indeed. Pierce County is Ground Zero for | Minutes of March Meeting ............. Page 6

Organizer. | had hoped the Campaign would assign

this state strategically, and the Republicans think they
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34th District Caucus—April 22

It was a beautiful sunny afternoon the day
of the Precinct Caucuses and that might  jE
have held the attendance down, but we e ’ i

had 239 attendees at our five locations. ¥ 1! " :
The next step is the 34th District Caucus [ & & % e - &
which will be held on  April 22 at Chief e L :

Sealth High School. Registration will be at
9:00 and the call to order at 9:45. We will
be electing delegates to the State
Convention and discussing the 34th ‘ s
District Platform. Anyone may attend but : —
only delegates, including PCQO's, can vote.

If you are a PCO or a delegate to the Tom Rasmussen, PCO Lois Elenich, Carl

caucus, you will be receiving your Official and Linda Johnson discussing issues at
Call at the end of next week. their precinct caucus.

Photo by Bill Schrier
Questions?

| am a delegate but | can’t find my blue slip of paper saying that I'm a delegate.
There is quite a little stack of those blue slips that people forgot to take with them. But
don’t worry about it. We have your name on the list.

| am a PCO but | wasn’t able to make it to the precinct caucus. Am I still
considered a delegate?

You are still a delegate even if you didn’t make it to the precinct caucus and you'll
receive an Official Call along with the rest of the delegates.

I'd like to be a delegate to the State Convention but | have to work April 22 and
won’t be able to make it to the caucus. Can | still be a delegate?

You can still be a delegate. Send a letter stating that you are a Democrat, want to be a
delegate to the Washington State Convention, and the reasons you should be elected a
delegate, to 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle 98126.

Thanks to the booming Bush economy, | can’t afford the registration fee. Can |

still attend the District Caucus? What about the State Convention?

Of course! We're Democrats! The fee is meant for us to recover our costs, but no one
will ever be turned away for inability to pay. The same goes for the State Convention.

WWII L|berator S Llfe AFS Ambulance Driver Chooses Peace

Norman and Georgie Kunkel have just finished their
book about Norman’s coming out west from South
Dakota in the 1920’s and his two years in the
American Field Service Ambulance Corps. When he
first joined the AFS he was attached with the British
during the India/Burma campaign in the jungles of
India. He also worked with the US Army of
Occupation to repatriate Italian citizens after the
war, and had the task of helping sort the living from
the dead at Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp.
The uniform he wore will be on display at the
Bergen-Belsen Exhibit when it opens in April of
2007.

Georgie will be selling the book for $19.50 at our
April 12 meeting. She is also setting up book
readings throughout the area and is available for
talks at community groups.
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Volunteer Activities

Volunteer Chore Services Projects

There are two projects scheduled for Saturday, May 13
from 9:00 to 1:00. The projects are in the Delridge and
White Center neighborhoods and consist of outdoor yard
work and perhaps some indoor cleaning and light home
repair work. For more information or to volunteer,
contact Steve Karbowski at stevekarbo@aol.com or call
him at 206-856-7837.

White Center Clean Event

We did this last year and not only did we have the
satisfaction of helping out our neighbors in White
Center, but we had a good time doing it. There’s a
variety of projects, including yard work, general
cleaning, hauling away trash and window washing. The
event is on May 20 and runs from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00,
followed by a lunch provided by local restaurants and
entertainment. If you are interested in helping out, call
Sarah Earl at 206-817-2861 or e-mail her at
artemisonsite@comcast.net

West Seattle Food Bank

There are volunteer activities all during the week
including picking up food from stores in a van, unloading
trucks, putting food away and distribution of food at the
food bank. Call Ali at the Food Bank at 932-9023 to
volunteer and let her know that you are with the 34th
District Democrats.

Keep those receipts coming for Morgan Street Thriftway
and Metropolitan Market. These two stores will donate
1% of the amount of your receipts to the West Seattle
Food Bank

White Center Food Bank

The White Center Food Bank distributes food the
mornings of Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and the
evening of one Wednesday a month. They can always
use help at these times, but they would like to open a
second evening during the month and have asked us if
we could help make this happen. The day of the week
hasn’t been decided yet, but it is likely that it will be the
fourth Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00. If you can help at
any of these times, call Beth at 938-5706.

Newsletter Mailing Party
The May newsletter will be mailed on Saturday, April 29
around 11:00. Call Jackie at 935-9683 if you can help.

Meeting Announcements

Executive Board Meeting

The Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, April 19
at Ann Martin’s home. All members of the 34th District
Democrats are welcome to attend.

West Seattle Democratic Women

The West Seattle Democratic Women will meet at
Daystar, across from Westwood Village on Barton
Street, on Thursday, April 27 at 11:00 to sign in, meeting
at 11:30. This month’s speaker will be from Planned
Parenthood and will speak about the challenges facing
women and their reproductive rights. The cost of lunch is
$6.00 and includes coffee and dessert. Men are
welcome to attend.

Outreach Committee
The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be on
April 10 at 7:00 at the Eliot Bay Brewery.

Notices

Poll Workers Needed

Precinct Committee Officers are asked to nominate poll
workers for the final time (future elections will be by
mail). Inspectors and judges are needed; they are
appointed for elections within the next year, but
generally serve in the fall primary and general elections.
A new position at each polling place is a judge to run the
“DAVE Machine” — Disabled Accessible Voting
Equipment, which allows disabled persons who cannot
use standard voting equipment to vote. These judges
should be familiar with computers.

A special request was made for an observer at Ober
Park on Vashon Island. The observer would be required
to work from 7:30 p.m. until all the ballots from Vashon
have been returned.

If you want to work at the polls, or are a PCO who would
like to nominate someone to do this work, please
contact Ann Martin at 935-4693 or at
martinhtam@earthlink.net by April 14.

Our Website’'s New Look

If you haven't seen our website in the last couple of
weeks, be sure to check it out. It is still the most content-
rich website in the state, still updated on a regular basis,
but it now has a new, clean, uncluttered look. David
McMurray and Bill Schrier, our webmaster, and have
done an incredible job.

A VAVANVEVAVENVEVANVEVAVEVEVAN




Are We Content to Be Consumers Only?
Society has always been dominated by the men who hold
power, keeping those who do not have power in line. In
the age of technology, the way to keep the peons in their
places is to dumb them down and constantly bombard
them with distractions and messages of how to one-up
the neighbors.

Male sports domination is a reflection of male domination
around the world. Look around and you will see male
CEOs, for the most part, controlling the economy of the
world. Male leaders dominate politics and male religious
leaders dominate religion. Since the animal kingdom is
ruled by the most powerful males, it seems to follow that
might makes right in the human kingdom as well. The
development of the human brain hasn’t been able to wipe
out this power syndrome. But the people around the
world have occasionally tried to upset power.

| have read about the way some peasants in Brazil
banded together to take back raw land controlled by
wealthy landowners. The Brazilian constitution includes
the right of peasants to reclaim the land but the powers-
that-be set about frightening people who dared to take
advantage of these rights.

Have we citizens forgotten what it is like to control our
own society? Have we decided to hunker down and give
up our right to control our own economy? Do we want to
settle for being tied to technology just as consumers
while those in power call all the shots?

Looking at the way TV commercials and programs
influence us is frightening. The show “Survival” centers
on winning at any cost, even using lying and subterfuge
for personal gain. Then there’s “American Idol” which
preys upon the viewer’s need to see stumbling singers
being taunted and put down by those who sit behind their
desks, rating them with sarcasm. The ballyhoo
surrounding male corporate sports has drawn in followers
who wear their hair blue and green while they spend their
waking hours reading about and dreaming about their
male heroes who play the corporate sports game.
Society is programmed by such hype to spend money
and time that might be better spent on ending hunger in
the world and educating all children to become self
motivated human beings.

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters
to the editor are those of the author and not necessarily
those of the 34th District Democrats or the Executive
Board. All letters are subject to editing for space and
content. Articles, photos and notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 —
46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.

The problem lies in the fact that not all human beings are
attuned to changing the world for the better. Life is short.
Most of us plod along and are satisfied with the crumbs
that fall from the plates of the powerful. We often
ostracize anyone who would rock the boat. But when the
pendulum swings our way, we are happy to receive the
goodies that result from the efforts of those who stuck
their necks out for us before it was comfortable for us to
do so.

We can't all be change agents. But we can become
aware and involved in what affects our lives and alert to
what is our right to achieve and become in this world.

Georgie Bright Kunkel
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Make Your Donation to the

White Center Food Bank Grow
The White Center Food Bank is feeding approximately
300 more families this year than last and at the same
time is experiencing a reduced budget. They desperately
need our help, and this is a good time to offer it. The
Feinstein Foundation will donate one million dollars to
food banks throughout the country on a proportional
basis, so your donation is worth more through the end of
April. For information about the Foundation go to
www.feinsteinfoundation.org. To donate, put “Feinstein
Challenge” on the subject line and send your check to:

White Center Food Bank

9421 19th Avenue SW

Seattle WA 98106.

The Burien Denny’s at 14821 First Avenue South is
donating 10% of their proceeds every Monday evening in
April between 5:00 and 9:00.

Patty Murray's 11th Annual




Report from King County Democrats Meeting of March 28

The program was an online demonstration of the
King County Demaocratic Central Committee
Website (KCDems.org) by First Vice Chair Rob
Dolin. The goals of the website are to provide a
community calendar, a news/blog and a volunteer
database. The site will allow users to get involved
by entering information about themselves, their
interests and what they would like to do for the
party. “Power-users,” e.g., chairs and district
officers, will be able to sign up to log in and get
access to these volunteers, “activists.” There are
ways to filter volunteers for various tasks. There
also is a “dashboard” that lets the power-user see
how many volunteers there are under each task
category. People can add events to the event
calendar, post news/blogs, send emails, create
online petitions and surveys and use other tools.
Action Item: You can become involved if you are
interested in taking the site further.

Sharon Mast said that districts have been invited to
sell food at the County Convention. The district
selling gets to keep the profits. Action Item: If you
are interested in getting the 34™ District involved in
this effort, you should talk to Ivan or others on the
executive board.

Gurine Nordby asked the districts to assign a poll
worker coordinator. Training will be from 10 to noon
on Saturday, April 1. (Ann Martin is coordinator for
the 34" District. See Bulletin Board if you have
volunteers to recommend or wish to volunteer
yourself.) Action Item: Find volunteers to work as
poll workers, or volunteer yourself.

The Platform Committee has created a short
values section and 200 items of detailed
discussion. The values will be printed up for easy
distribution to voters. A motion was passed to
allocate $500 to the printing of the values piece
(about 11,000 pieces).

The Legislative Action Committee (LAC) is working
on the next legislative session. Kudos were given
by legislators to the Governor for her involvement
during the legislative session. Action Item: Become
involved in the LAC either directly or by raising
issues, resolutions, etc. for its consideration.

Support was urged for Initiative 937, which would
require graduated increases in electrical power
generation in Washington from alternative fuels by
2020 (206-283-3335 or yeson937.org).

Three resolutions, each passed unanimously, were
adopted. The first urges voters not to sign the anti-
equal rights initiative and referendum that is
expected to be files. The campaign against the

ballot measures can be found at www.
washingtonwontdiscriminate.org. The other two
resolutions deal will support for a censure of
President Bush and appointment of a special
prosecutor to investigate wrongful doings as a
result of unlawful and unauthorized wire tapping.

Under new business a motion was made to
suspend the rules to allow consideration of a
motion to endorse Senator Maria Cantwell. After
considerable discussion the motion to suspend
failed to achieve the required 2/3 majority. Notice of
the consideration of an endorsement motion will be
given for the next meeting, at which time the
endorsement will be in order under the rules.

Respectfully Submitted by Ann Martin

Update on Voting Rights of Felons
At our February 8 meeting we approved a
resolution calling for the passage of Senate Bill
6651 and House Bill 2873 which would
automatically have restored the right to vote upon
the offender’s release from prison. However, the
bill was not brought up for a vote before the cut-off
date. Our present law requires that all outstanding
court fees and legal financial obligations be paid.
These can oftentimes take years and years to pay
and leave the offender disenfranchised.

But on March 27, that part of the law was declared
unconstitutional because it violates the equal-
protection provisions of both state and federal
constitutions because it discriminates against the
poor. In his summary judgment, the judge wrote “It
Is well recognized that there is simply no rational
relationship between the ability to pay and the
exercise of constitutional rights.” The State will
appeal the ruling. Stay tuned.

Are You Drinking Liberally?

If not, why not?

Cherisse Luxa and Liz Giba-Knowles are
hosting Drinking Liberally at Mick Kelly's
Irish Pub at 435 SW 152nd in Burien on
the fourth Wednesday of each month
which, this month, is April 26. This is a
wonderful way to meet fellow liberals and
Bush-bashers, and last month saw quite a
crowd and several legislators. You do not
have to be 21 years old to enter this pub,
and while “talking liberally” is a must, you don’t
really have to “drink liberally.”




Minutes of the 34" District Democrats Meeting of March 8, 2006

Chair lvan Weiss called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM.
Richard Bartlett led the flag salute. The agenda and the
minutes of the February meeting were approved.

Chair Weiss recognized elected officials who were
present, including Seattle City Councilmember Sally Clark
and King County Councilmember Dow Constantine.

Program

Mark Wilson, candidate for Maria Cantwell's U. S. Senate
seat, wants to reach out to military families and labor. One
reason we engage in military adventures ithat we®@e
organized our economy around all things military and
invested so much in it. He proposes taking a huge portion
of this money and directing it towards a national back-to-
works program to bring renewable energy resources and
sources to communities.

In the question and answer session, Wilson expressed
opposition to Bush policies which take us in a direction of
mutually assured destruction, and for sensible, immediate
withdrawal of our troops from Iraqg.

He opposes drilling in ANWR and says we need to push
renewable energy through Apollo Alliance and similar
initiatives.

He would have voted no to cloture and against Alito’s
confirmation.

He thinks we need to renegotiate CAFTA and similar trade
agreements - we®e outsourced a million jobs with the
result that China adding is adding 30,000 vehicles to the
world in Beijing alone.

He believes that there is a collision impending between
peak oil and global warming and we need to go renewable
in a huge way. We need to move away from the family
car.

Wilson would make Bush'’s final two years in office a
nightmare for W and company and we need to unify
behind whoever is the nominee. We also need to elect
Darcy Burner and get a Democratic majority in Congress.

He is only running against Cantwell because he feels she
does not represent Washington State and is not re-
electable. Our own State party platform needs to be a
litmus test for support and she must commit to it.

Wilson has run for office as a Libertarian, Green, and now
a Democrat. Won't that harm his chances? Wilson
believes one of his greatest strengths is his ability to reach
out to others. He is able to talk to issues.

Megan Dixon works with the “yes on 1-937” - clean energy
initiative. Twenty-one other states have passed a
renewable energy program. Texas has one of the
strongest renewable energy programs. Environmental
impacts are a strong concern including reducing pollution

and global warming. Such reductions will benefit world
farms. Passing this initiative increases the amount of
wind power in Washington State: each turbine will
generate $5000 for the farmer owning the land. The
initiative needs to collect 160,000 signatures by June 30th
this year to get the initiative on the ballot. This initiative
will also unite the progressives of Washington state and
help wrest the initiative process from Tim Eyman.

Richard Conlin is chair of the Environment, Emergency
Management and Utilities Committee. We have some
serious needs to make sure our City is as prepared as it
possibly can be. We need to get the information out to the
neighborhoods. Earthquake preparation and pandemic
flu are top priorities.

Conlin, Drago and Della are members of a special
committee on annexation. They will work with Burien and
other jurisdictions to help illuminate the issues and come
to a decision this year.

The legislature approved a measure which puts the City
Council in the position of approving the alternative for the
viaduct. The Council can conduct public hearing / process
and vote itself to recommend an alternative, or put an
advisory measure on the ballot in November.

The Legislature’s mandated deadline is November 1 for
the Council to act. The Seattle City Council never has had
the authority to act on the issue before - now they do. Itis
unusual for the Council to be put in the position of
influencing this decision. Mitigation of the problems of
commuting and noise during the construction process is
another portion of this decision.

Open Microphone.
Chair Weiss asked members to come to the microphone
to speak on any issue they wished

Chair Weiss announced that next meeting in April will
feature our annual legislative session wrap-up with
Senator Erik Poulsen, plus Representatives Eileen Cody
and Joe McDermott.

The Meeting adjourned at 8:42 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Bill Schrier, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of February 28 $13,803.95
March Expenses 3,424.19
March Revenue 2,683.00
Balance as of March 27 $13,062.66




Message from the Chairman
Continued from Page 1

can make inroads there, all the more so after Dino Rossi carried
the county in 2004.

Although we will need to take care of business at home, it never
hurts to build goodwill among Democrats by putting “boots on the
ground” in Districts that need more help than ours does. We'll be
exploring ways to do that, and | hope Patrick can call on us if
needed.

1.2, ¢

I might risk getting my brains beat in if | wrote “For a good time
call Cherisse or Liz,” so | won't. Instead, e-mail them at
burien@drinkingliberally.org, and let them know you’ll be joining
us at Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub in Burien, the fourth Wednesday of
every month.

Drinking Liberally is great! The food and beer are first-class,
Mick’s is a terrific place, and the company is great. We're drawing
heavily from the 33" and 11" Districts, and last week the 47" was
represented, too. Reps. Shay Schual-Berke and Dave
Upthegrove were there from the 33", and Rep. Zack Hudgins
from the 11™. | didn’t see any of our electeds, though. Hmmm.

Well, we will see them at the April 12" meeting, where we will
give each other “all the democracy you can handle.”

Ivan Weiss

If you're tired of listening to radio
with a decidedly right bend to it, try
listening to AM1090, Progressive
Talk Radio. Sure, it's biased, but
it's biased in the right, or rather
correct, direction. Here’s the
daytime line-up:

6:00—9:00 Stephanie Miller
9:00—noon Thom Hartmann
Noon—3:00 Ed Schultz

3:00 to 6:00 Al Franken

6:00 to 9:00 Randi Rhodes

Thom Hartmann lives in Portland,
our neighbor to the South and not
only listens to what you are saying,
knows how to answer.

If you want to show your support
for the station by wearing a t-shirt,
right now they are having their
spring sale and all hats and t-shirts
are $10.90.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name

Precinct

Address

Zip

Telephone E-Mail

Occupation Employer

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):

$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining

$25 Friend
$500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

$50 Sponsor

Household — You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:

Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish

your information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

E-mail Phone

Do not release my:

Address

+ .

%

+ .

+
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Thursday, April 6, 7:30

Reclaiming the Moral High Ground
Professor David Domke

United Church of Christ, 106 Fifth Ave, Kirkland

Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 Social; 7:00 Meeting
34th District Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, April 22, 9:00 Registration; 9:45 caucus
34th District Caucus
Sealth High School, 2600 SW Thistle Street

Tuesday, April 25, 7:00
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters’ Hall, 231 Burnett Ave.

Wednesday, April 26, 7:00
Drinking Liberally
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd in Burien

Thursday, April 27, 11:00 sign-in; 11:30 Meeting
West Seattle Democratic Women
Daystar, Across from Westwood Village

Saturday, May 6
King County Democrats Convention
IAM Hall in South Park

Friday —Sunday, June 2-4
Washington State Democratic Convention
Yakima Convention Center

+!

#%" |
Newsletter Editor
1920—46th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98116-1917
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