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Hello 34™ District Democrats,

During times of uncertainty and a struggling economy, we are
all looking for a good value. Two of the most important
services the 34™ District Democrats provide are direct access
to elected officials and the ability to help elect candidates that
will best serve you and champion our values. I'm here to tell
you the next few months are sure to be FULL of value.

First, our May meeting will showcase our outstanding
legislators, back from an extremely difficult 2009 session in
Olympia. Yes, the brutal revenue shortfall has been the main
story. And we will hear about the difficult choices that had to
be made to cut funding for programs. Maybe there will even
be discussion about a ballot initiative to increase state
revenue and offset some of the pain we are feeling. But there
were also incredibly important bills considered on basic
education, clean energy, unemployment insurance, worker
privacy, and much more. You won't want to miss this.

Then, in June we will host the 2009 candidates forum. Are
you having a hard time deciding who to support? This is our
opportunity to compare and contrast candidates for the races
that represent all or part of the 34™ District. Come hear from
candidates for Burien City Council, Seattle City Attorney,
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Meeting Notice

May 13, 2009

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program

A rundown of the legislative session with
Senator Joe McDermott, Representatives
Eileen Cody and Sharon Nelson

New Business

Consideration of a Resolution
Opposing Closure of Evergreen Pool

Consideration of Endorsement Rules
for our July Endorsement Meeting

Consideration of Bylaws Amendment
Concerning our PCO and Member Lists

Seattle City Council, Port of Seattle, King County Executive, and Mayor of Seattle.

After hearing from candidates in June we will then invite them back for our endorsement process in July.
Endorsements are possibly our greatest political muscle. An endorsement means we will hit the streets
letting our neighbors know which candidate is the best choice for a position, the candidates can tout our

support on the campaign trail, and donations may be considered.

How will we decide who to endorse? That's a great question and your executive board has a recommended
process that we will vote on in May. It's a process that we hope will make it easier for you to compare and
contrast, will speed up the meeting, and will help us make more sole endorsements, our strongest stance in
any race. In May, we will also consider a few changes to our bylaws that affect how and when we share our
contact list of PCOs and members. This may sound like housekeeping, but | assure you it is important and

has a real impact.

We also will host Senator Fred Jarrett, candidate for

King County Executive, in May. Senator Jarrett currently In This Issue
serves the 41° LD and became a Democrat after Leqislator of the Year Page 2
realizing he was the only Republican he was voting for. | wyzier Taiis Back e Page 2
If you haven't already, please become a 2009 member ng@g&iﬁi’h """"""""""""""""""" ﬁggg i
of the 34" District and help us keep this movement Letters to the Edgit.(.).r. """"""""""""""" Page 4
going. Our neighborhoods, county, state, and country KCDCC REPOI ..o Page 5
are at stake. Democrats, thanks for all you do. Norman KUnKel ................................Page 5
Resolution on Pool Closure................. Page 6
—< ,\(\N\/ Highlights of Our Last Meeting............ Page 6
\ — Bylaws Amendment .............ccccvvveeene. Page 7
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This award is a true honor. It was given
by those who know our legislators the
best: the legislative aides. As Norma
Walllace, aide to Rep. Geoff Simpson,
said, “Nobody gets a closer look at
lawmakers than we do. We see them
behind closed doors, at their best and
their worst, under tremendous pressure,
and Sharon Nelson deserves this honor
for her grace and calm. Having served as
staff to a public figure herself, | believe
Representative Nelson is sensitive to
issues Legislative Assistants deal with
behind the scenes. The L.A.s are on the
front line for their members in constituent
contact so trust and teamwork is
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essential.”
Representative Sharon Nelson and Joe Sharon Nelson was appointed to her
Fitzgibbon, her Legislative Assistant position as a State Representative for the
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34th District at the end of 2007, and she
was easily elected by the voters last fall. Even though she was a newly appointed legislator,
no one ran against her.

When the legislature is not in session, Sharon is Dow Constantine’s Chief of Staff. PCO Chris
Arkills, who works with her in Dow’s office, had this to say about her: “As someone who has
worked with Sharon, | am so proud and happy that she has won this award. Sharon always
treats others with respect but also fights hard for what she believes in. Our district and our
state are better places because she is serving us in the legislature.”

It was a beautiful sunny day, the first day it was
too warm to wear a sweater. A table was
spread with apples, bagels, cookies, and
coffee, and later on there was ice cream.
Sasquatch, a well-received local band,
entertained us, mostly with cover songs that we
all knew. And the Water Taxi was free all day.
There were long lines, but everyone who was
willing to wait got to ride. It's no wonder so
many people turned out for the grand opening
of the King County Water Taxi, formerly the
Elliott Bay Water Taxi. This popular service is
now part of the King County Ferry System. If
the Opening Day is any indication, it should be i __
a good year. A record-breaking 3,429 people ~ [Pow Constantine pointing the way after
took advantage of the free rides. disembarking with the other passengers

County Council Member Dow Constantine, who was
instrumental in getting us the Water Taxi, told the

¢ crowd that the Water Taxi will run through the end of
October, and will then close the winter for
replacement of the dock. Changes planned are a
longer gangway allowing for two-way access, new
concrete floats to provide stability, and a change in
orientation to move it farther from the scuba dive area
5| and make the boat easier to dock. When it's back in
service in the spring, it will be with a new, more
energy-efficient boat and with year-round service




34th District Meetings

All meeting of the 34th District Democrats are open to any
of our members. If you are interested in becoming more
involved in the District, you are welcome— encouraged!—
to join any committee and to attend any meeting that
interests you.

All contact information for officers and committee chairs
can be found in the Executive Board listing on page 2.

Executive Board

Puget Ridge Co-Housing 7020 18th SW,

Common Room

Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 PM

Any member of the 34th District Democrats is welcome to
attend Executive Board meetings.

Outreach Committee

Thursday, May 14, 7:00 PM

Salvadorean Bakery

This is the committee that plans our participation in events
such as the White Center Cleanup and Gathering of
Neighbors. Upcoming events are the West Seattle Junction
Festival and other festivals, voter registration drives, and
parades. If this interests you, be sure to come to this
meeting. You may call Les Treall for more information.

Volunteer Opportunities

Newsletter Mailing Party

Saturday, May 30, 11:30 AM

If you've helped with a mailing before, you'll find this one to
be a lot easier. The newsletter will come to us collated,
folded and ready to be labeled. It's fun! It's easy! And it's a
good way to meet and chat with your fellow Democrats. If
you can join us, call Christi Stapleton at 588-0590 or Beth
Grieser at 938-5706.

White Center Cleanup

Saturday, May 16,

Meet at 1615 SW Cambridge, one block north of
Roxbury and east of Delridge.

8:30 AM Registration, coffee and donuts

9:30 AM Opening Remarks
10:00 AM Form work parties and get busy painting,

planting, picking up litter, and other tasks to
make the neighborhood sparkle.

1:00 PM Lunch and entertainment near the Log Cab
Members of the 34th District have volunteered at this
annual cleanup for the last four years. It's been fun as well
as rewarding when you see the results of our work when
you walk through the neighborhood. We can either work as
34th District teams, or we can get to know those in other
groups and work with them.

in

Democratic Organization Meetings

First Thursday Democrats

Friday, May 8,11:30 AM, NOTE DATE CHANGE

Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barton Street

The room at Daystar is not available at the usual meeting
time, so the First Thursday Democrats will meet on the
Second Friday this month. Will Parry of the Puget Sound
Alliance for Retired Americans will facilitate and lead a
discussion of the Medicare Advantage program, which may
also lead into a broader discussion on our healthcare
system. Lunch is $7.00 and includes coffee and dessert. Call
Lois Elenich, 932-6088, if you are interested in attending.

Evergreen Democratic Club

Tuesday, May 12, 11:30 AM

Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 156th

This month’s guest speaker is Marilyn Watkins, Policy
Director for the Economic Opportunity Institute (econop.org).
Her presentation will be about Tax Reform and stabilizing
Washington's revenue sources. It's possible we'll hear the
two most feared words in Olympia—income tax. Lunch is
$12.00 and includes salad, beverage and tip.

West Seattle Democratic Women

Thursday, May 28, Registration 11:15; Meeting 11:30
Discussion Group at 10:30—11:15 AM

West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

The program for the May 28 meeting is “A look back at the
2009 Washington State Legislative Session.” Reservations
are required. Contact WSDW at 935-3216 or
wsdwomen@yahoo.com or more information or to make a
reservation. Lunch is $10 for members; $12 for non-
members. If you need a ride, call Mary Grady at 923-1290.
She will try to coordinate a ride for you.

AM

A new WSDW Discussion Group will meet before the
meeting, at 10:15. This group is open to all, no reservations
required. The subject for the May meeting is “State license
recipients: should they let their personal or religious beliefs
affect their service to the public?”

King County Legislative Action Committee

Sunday, May 17, 2:00—4:00 PM

Shoreline Library, 345 NE 175th

An agenda has not been set as of this date, but there is sure
to be a discussion of the last legislative session.
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The general public does not understand the power of
Corporate Personhood in our time. It is like a poverty stricken
person trying to understand what a trillion

dollars means.

Our 34th District Democratic organization didn't realize that by
voting to protect the corporation's drug dealing on television it
was considering the corporation as a person under the law
with protection under the Bill of Rights

meant for individual citizens.

We are already becoming pawns who buy what the
megamedia corporation ads tell us to buy and vote the way
the corporate controlled media tells us to vote.

President Obama fortunately found a way to circumvent the
corporate media blitz. Bringing awareness to the

massive drug dealing of corporations on television is one way
we can begin to educate the public to the power that
Corporation Personhood has achieved. If you want to learn
more, Google Corporation Personhood on the web. You will
be amazed at what the public has allowed corporations to
become.

Let's no longer ignore it. Megacorporations do not need the
34th District to protect their rights since they are not persons
who were meant to be protected under the Bill of

Rights. And we certainly don't need powerful drug
corporations charging for advertising the drugs that our doctor
and pharmacist can inform us about. Let's save our Bill of
Rights to be used in our favor as individual citizens. Al Gore
wasn't afraid to speak against Corporate Personhood so why
should we continue to support it?

Georgie Bright Kunkel

The Washington State Democratic Central Committee met
in Tacoma on April 24 and 25. Our State Committee
people, Marcee Stone and Chris Porter, and Ann Martin,
State Committeewoman from King County, attended

Marcee Stone attended the Resolutions Committee. This
committee is made up of approximately 60% new people,
including Marcee. The “newbies” rose to the challenge of
evaluating 35 resolutions from all over the state within two
hours. Some of these were redundant with respect to
platform and resolutions from the past. If you want your
resolution to pass, Marcee would be happy to discuss the
rules for submission to the Central Committee.

She is happy to report that our resolution on the Fair
Elections Now Act passed. There was a question of
redundancy, but Marcee pointed out its action items and
argued that it was new legislation before Congress. It went
to the floor with a unanimous do-pass recommendation.

She attended the Labor Caucus meeting where there was a
great deal of discussion and discontent regarding the way
the Employee Privacy Act was handled by our state
leadership. She also attended the Elections Committee
meeting, where they are reviewing nomination rules for
candidates and the delegate selection process for the

2010 convention.

Chris Porter attended the Affirmative Action Committee
meeting, where he was elected Vice Chair.
Congratulations, Chris! He will work with Committee Chair
Alec Stephens to build the committee’s agenda. The
committee is examining the 2008 delegation results and will
be preparing to look at the Latino action report and being
involved with the planning of the 2012 caucus as well. Alec
Stephens needs to clarify the difference between the
guotas that the Democratic party has for delegates (Male
and Female) versus the diversity goals that the party hopes
to achieve but is not required to meet. The committee will
look at detailed age demographics other than youth
demographics when examining the number of people who
became delegates from their precinct to the state
convention.

Chris also attended the Progressive Caucus. This caucus
is focusing on four issues: Single payer health care, non-
competitive source; civil rights and marriage equality; green
energy; and taxpayer support for higher education.

Ann Martin reports that the partnership between the 34th
District and the 15th District was highlighted at one point in
a discussion on Sunday, with the 34th District called out in
particular as a well-organized and knowledgeable district
organization. But we knew that all along, didn’t we.

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters to the
editor are those of the author and not necessarily those of the
34th District Democrats or the Executive Board. All letters are
subject to editing for space and content. Please keep to 300
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming events are
strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 46th Ave SW,
Seattle, WA 98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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Norman Kunkel was born in Wessington, a
small farming town in South Dakota.
Money was tight and times were not easy
when Norman was growing up. It was
during his childhood that Norman learned
how to appreciate the simple pleasures of
life.

Norman graduated from high school in

Yakima, where his family moved to find
work. After graduation he had a variety of jobs, including
some in Alaska. Then Pearl Harbor was attacked and we
were at war. Norman was injured as a child and had enough
loss of mobility in his elbow that he was not called to fight.
Still, he wanted to serve his country, so he signed up for the
AFS Ambulance Corps, and worked in India and in Italy. At
the end of the war, while celebrating VE day in Paris, he was
called to help evacuate Bergen-Belsen. As an ambulance
driver he had seen a lot, but nothing could have prepared him
for this. Those who could walk had already been evacuated,;
those left were barely alive. Moving them caused great pain
and some just wanted to be left to die in peace. This memory
stayed with him till his death.

All during the war, he and Georgie Bright, whom he met
shortly before he left, kept up an intense correspondence.
Norman told her “to consider herself engaged.” When the war
ended, Georgie knew he was coming home, but not when.
When he surprised her, for probably the only time in her life,
Georgie was speechless. They just stared at each other until
Norman finally blurted, “Well, aren’t you going to say
something?” They wed in 1946, and had a long, loving and
happy marriage. Norman was recognized as Husband of the
Year on the Oprah Winfrey Show.

Norman graduated from the University of Washington in 1954
without benefit from the GI Bill. As an AFS ambulance driver,
his service wasn't recognized until 1993, when he finally
received his medals and was given veteran status.

He taught at Gregory Heights Elementary School in Burien

for 25 years. There weren't that many male teachers at the

time and some thought that he should be interested in a job
in administration. He wasn’t. He loved teaching.

In retirement he and Georgie traveled around the globe,
volunteered for the Sightline Institute, and wrote a book about
his war experiences. He loved gardening. He planted many
azaleas and taught his children, nieces and nephews to
appreciate them too.

He had been a Precinct Committee Officer for many years,
but his health prevented him from being active in the 34th
District Democrats for the last several years. Those who
knew him remember him as a kind, gentle man.

He is survived by his wife Georgie, and daughter Kim
Waligorska, both of the 34th District; son Stephen, daughter
Susan, and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The meeting started with a surprise announcement and
introduction: Rep. Ross Hunter of the 48" LD is entering
the race for King County Executive, joining Dow
Constantine, Larry Phillips and Fred Jarrett. A candidate
forum for the now four Democratic candidates will be held
on May 5 at Renton Carpenters Hall. If you miss that, Tim
Nuse pointed out that the 34th District Democrats will
have a forum for Democratic candidates June 10 at The
Hall at Fauntleroy.

Robby Stern, coordinator for the Puget Sound Alliance for
Retired Americans, spoke of his group as a progressive
AARP alternative to keep senior citizens engaged and
active. Join them for the Mother’s March for universal
health care on May 30" in Seattle.

Dr. Bobby Virk spoke about activities of the East Indian
community, including a harvest festival May 2-3 in
Renton. Five new East Indian PCOs were presented,;
we are thrilled they are becoming politically active as
Democrats.

The main program of the meeting was the annual report
of the Legislative Action Committee. Topics reviewed
included housing and human services, education, labor,
criminal justice, health care, and campaign finance
reform. Summaries from the committee leads on each of
these areas will be posted on the KCDCC website and
will also be available through our LAC rep, Greg Doss.

We were all moved by several residents of Nickelsville,
our tent city, who came to request a permanent home.
Currently King County has 8300 homeless families, and
we provide only 2500 housing units.

Six resolutions were passed, covering a low-income
housing levy; support of single-payer health care bills in
Congress; an anti-torture measure; a request to increase
sales tax .3% to cover ‘lifeboat’ services eliminated in our
current County budget; support for SCHIP, and request to
expand COPES services. For full copies, please see the
KCDCC web page.

Please contact me or Ivan Weiss for any questions.
Thanks!
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WHEREAS, the Evergreen Pool is located in the community
of White Center, part of the North Highline Unincorporated
Area; and

*

WHEREAS, the service area of the Evergreen Pool is
regional, rather than local, including one of the lowest income
areas of King County; and

WHEREAS, the Evergreen Pool is used by schools, fire
district personnel, senior wellness programs, and veterans
rehabilitation programs; and

WHEREAS, King County has proposed to close Evergreen
Pool in June 2009 as part of expense reductions for the 2009
budget; and

WHEREAS, the cost to King County to operate the facility is
under $400,000 annually — less than eight thousandths of one
percent of the overall $4.9 billion King County budget; and

WHEREAS, the King County Parks and Recreation Division is
tasked under a voter-approved levy to maintain, expand and
keep open these facilities to improve the quality of life for King
County residents; and

WHEREAS, the Evergreen Pool provides an inexpensive
recreational facility in an impoverished area, improving the
quality of life for families, youth and seniors in White Center
and other communities, including Boulevard Park, City of
Burien and City of SeaTac; and

WHEREAS, the loss of such a facility would adversely impact
these communities, plus Hazel Valley Elementary School,
Cascade Middle School, Park Lake Homes (now
Greenbridge), Evergreen High School, and local fire
departments that use the facility for training purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 34" District
Democratic Organization hereby proclaims support for
reallocation of funds within the King County 2009 budget to
keep the Evergreen Pool open and operating for the public;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 34™ District Democrats
urges the King County Councilmembers to work to ensure
funding is available so that the Evergreen Pool may remain
open; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution should be
passed forward to the Resolutions Committee of the King
County Democratic Central Committee to be addressed at
their next meeting.

Balance January 1, 2009............ccccveeeeenee $15,358

Total INCOME ...oovvveiiiiiieee e, 14,339*
Total EXPENSES ......ceuviiiiiiiieeeeee e 15,693

NEt INCOME ...ovviiiiiiiiiee e, (1,354)
Balance as of April 28, 2009.............cccceueee. $14,004

*Includes $5,000 bequest from Nels Ekroth

4 ) 2.
The agenda was a full one, so the Chair and First Vice Chair

limited their reports to announcements of upcoming events
and the passing of Norman Kunkel.

King County Council Member Larry Phillips spoke to us
about his candidacy for King County Executive. He talked
about his past experience as a current member of the King
County Council and how he plans to use this experience as
King County Executive. In his closing remark, he announced
that Susan Hutchison will be running in the race as a
moderate even though she was a Republican and is funded
by right-wing organizations.

Port of Seattle — How Does It Affect the 34th District?

Port Commissioners Lloyd Hara and John Creighton were
our guest speakers. Lloyd Hara discussed the history of the
Port of Seattle and the SeaTac airport.

Commissioner Creighton reviewed the Port’s relationship
with the ongoing Viaduct Replacement debate. The Port is
supporting the tunnel option at a cost of $2.4 billion. The
Governor has asked the Port to pay $300 million towards the
construction of this project. After speaking, both council
members answered questions from the floor.

Appointment of a Fundraising Chair — Chris Porter was
unanimously approved by the membership to chair the
Fundraising Committee.

Seattle City Attorney Tom Cairr is running for reelection. He
spoke about several programs that he has had a hand in
implementing during his past term. These programs reduce
the inmate population by jailing only those who deserve to be
there, and by offering alternative solutions for all others. He
ended by asking for the membership’s endorsement and
taking a couple of questions from the floor.

Rusty Williams is running for position 8 on the Seattle City
Council. Williams thanked everyone for endorsing his

resolution to rename of the West Seattle Bridge, and then
spoke about why he is the best candidate for this position.

Seattle City Council President Richard Conlin is running for
reelection. He spoke about the work he has been spear-
heading at the City Council and that he wants to continue
this work to move Seattle towards a sustainable future.

Rob Holland, candidate for the Port of Seattle, is the former
chair of the 37" District Democrats. He spoke about his
background working for the Port and for a shipping and
trucking company in the past, and his stance on job creation
and environmental issues. He has the endorsement of
mayors all over the sound.

The three resolutions that were printed in last month’s
newsletter passed unanimously: Fair Elections Now Act,
Employee Free Choice Act, and the Seattle Housing Levy.
Dave Coffman was appointed acting PCO in SEA 34-1488.

The meeting adjourned shortly before 9:00.
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Our present bylaws allow our list to be given to anyone who is willing to pay dues and declare themselves to
be a Democrat, something very hard to prove. In addition, any candidate, no party specified, may ask for our

list for a bargain fee of $35. This proposed amendment will prevent our members from finding themselves on
Dino Rossi’s list, but still make it available to those with a legitimate need for the information.

Section 5. Use of the District PCO and Membership Lists. The 34th District Organization respects the privacy
of its membership. There are, however, uses of membership information that furthers the goals of the
membership and the organization. To this end, the following policies shall guide release of membership
information:

a. A PCO list, which contains information that is public record, shall be available upon request to a District
PCO without charge.

b. A PCO list, which contains information that is public record, shall be available upon request to an
endorsed candidate or endorsed issue campaign without charge.

c. A District member list, which is a list of PCOs and individuals who have paid dues to the organization, shall
be available to an endorsed candidate or campaign.

d. The executive board, by two thirds vote, may release the member list to 34™ District legislators or other
elected officials known to be Democrats.

e. A list of PCOs and members who are eligible voters shall be available to any member running for a
position on the Executive Board, or any member seeking appointment to the Legislature.

The basic member information available on the list will be the name, precinct represented, if a PCO, address,
phone and e-mail address, if available.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)

Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do not
want your information released, please check the box below.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address




RN

!
%

3

P

—~p — =

Tuesday, May 5, 7:30 PM Forum
King County Executive Candidates Forum

Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Avenue N

Wednesday, May 6, 5:30—8:00 PM
City Council Candidates Forum
Seattle Labor Temple, 2800 First Ave, Hall 1

Friday, May 8, 11:30 AM (note date change)
First Thursday Democrats

Daystar, across from Westwood on Barton St.

Tuesday, May 12, 11:30 AM
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 156th

Wednesday, May 13, 7:00 PM
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Thursday, May 14, 6:00—8:00 PM
West Seattle Helpline's Taste of West Seattle
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, May 16, 6:30 PM
INSPIRe Potluck Social
1140 Alki Ave SW #505

Sunday, May 17, 2:00—4:00 PM
KCDCC Legislative Action Committee Meeting
Shoreline Library, 345 NE 175th

Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 PM
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Tuesday, May 26, 7:00 PM
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 PM
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, May 28, 11:30 AM
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse
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