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Hello 34™ District Democrats,

When we decide to support a candidate we pull out all the stops
to help get them elected. Our PCOs walk and talk to their
neighbors. A sample ballot gets distributed throughout the
District. Local media know and often cover our opinion. What |
mean to say is this: When we endorse it makes a difference in
the race. And we take that responsibility seriously.

You want the most effective city council members,
commissioners, city attorney and mayors to protect your
interests. But figuring out who would best champion your values
and implement your agenda, especially in races with several
candidates, can be particularly challenging.

Insert the 34™ District Candidates Forum. Our June meeting is
dedicated to getting better acquainted with the many good
candidates. We'll ask them tough questions that are relevant to
our lives and we’ll compare and contrast their ability. What would
you like to know from them? Do you have a particular question
you need answered to make your decision? Visit us at
34dems.org and submit your questions for the forum.

Of course, making a decision who to support is only half the
battle. The next is to lobby your fellow members with phone calls
and e-mails to gain the votes to endorse the candidate of your
choosing at our endorsement meeting on July 8". Candidates
must gain support from 2/3 of the members at the meeting to get
an endorsement. It's a high bar that only the very best can
hurdle. But when they do, we mobilize. A full copy of the
endorsement rules, as voted on in May, can be found online.
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Meeting Notice
June 10, 2009

6:00 p.m. Social, 7:00-10:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Candidates Forum

Except perhaps for PCO appointments,
the Candidates Forum is the only
business of the June meeting.

Candidates for Seattle Mayor, Seattle
City Council, Burien City Council,
Seattle City Attorney, and Port
Commissioner have been invited to
participate in this forum.

There have been several informative
forums for the position of King County
Executive, and more are still planned. In
order not to duplicate what others have
done so well, and because of the limited
time we have available at this meeting,
candidates for King County Executive
will not participate in this forum.

The best community events of the season are also getting closer. Take your pick of strawberry festivals on
Vashon Island or in Burien. Talk to neighbors and explore local artists at Jubilee Days in White Center.
Visit the booths or beer garden (or both!) at the West Seattle Street Festival. Or do it all and go to
everything. A full list of community events can be found on our website.

I hope you will consider volunteering with us at one or more of the great events around our District. Our
outreach efforts help build the army fighting for our shared values. Getting someone involved empowers
them to engage in the political process and get their voice heard. Every new member we recruit gives our

collective effort more strength. And your involvement

spreads democracy to our friends and neighbors In This Issue

throughout the district. Plus, in case you didn’t know, we Busy Day in White Center ................... Page 2

are a heck of a lot of fun to work with! Bulletin Board .........ccccoooviiiiiiiiieininns Page 3
Letters to the Editor............ccccceeeennns Page 4

We hope to be seeing you in the coming months. In the KCDCC RePOIt....cevvveeeiiiiiiiiieieeeeis Page 4

meantime, thanks for all your work and passion to build Legislative Session Wrap-up............... Page 5

the future we seek.
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In Case You Missed the Last Meeting. Page 6
Happy Ending to Microwave Story ...... Page 6
We Need Garden Party ltems.............. Page 6
Town Hall Events.........ccccccceeiiiiiiinenn. Page 7
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May 16 was the day of the
annual White Center
Cleanup. Outreach Chair
Les Treall, Steve Bultts,
Chris Weiss, and Chair
Tim Nuse helped out by
picking up several bagsful
of litter. This is the fifth
year that the 34th District
Democrats have been
involved with this
community event, and Les
has several others
planned. They are a good
way to get to know your
neighbors and they are a
lot of fun. Fun, you say?
Picking up garbage is fun?
Well, it can be a lot fun if you are working with a group of people like the 34th District
Democrats. And then there’s lunch, and maybe a beer, afterwards.

May 16 was also the day that our legislators held a town hall meeting. The crowd could have

been a bit larger, but many people were working at the Cleanup. It was an attentive,

knowledgeable audience that asked good questions, and they really appreciated that our three
legislators had taken the time to

meet with them. The only bone
of contention was the day
chosen. Finding one day that
three people who are as busy
as these three people are can
be a bit of a challenge, and
there was little time for planning
after the legislative session.
From a quick check of the
calendar it appeared that there
were no conflicts with May 16
and they went with that date.
Unfortunately, this cleanup was
not on the events calendars
they were checking.
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34th District Meetings

All meetings of the 34th District Democrats are open to any
of our members. If you are interested in becoming more
involved in the District, you are welcome— encouraged!— to
join any committee and to attend any meeting that interests
you. All contact information for officers and committee chairs
can be found in the Executive Board listing on page 2.

Fundraising Committee

Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 p.m.

Uptown Espresso, California and Erskine Way

The Garden Party, our biggest fundraiser of the year, is fast
approaching. Help is needed to recruit volunteers, to plan the
music, the food, and most important, to solicit auction items.
Be sure to attend this meeting if you are interested in
helping, or contact Chris Porter if you are willing to help but
can’'t make it to the meeting.

Outreach Committee

Monday, June 11, 7:00 p.m.

Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

For a summary of events the Outreach Committee is
planning, see Voluntary Opportunities below. These events
and more will be discussed at this meeting.

Executive Board

Wednesday, June 17, 7:00

7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

All members of the 34th District Democrats are welcome to
attend Executive Board meetings.

Volunteer Opportunities

Burien Strawberry Festival

Saturday, June 20, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Sunday, June 21, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Last year we shared a table with the 11th and 33rd Districts.
This year we will have our own table. Volunteers are needed
to register voters, sell buttons, and talk about the 34th
District Democrats. If you can help either day, call Les Treall.
You may work as little as an hour or as long as a full day.
Help is also needed to help set up the booth on Saturday
and to take it down on Sunday.

July Events—Details Next Month

There are three parades to choose from: the Fourth of July
parade in Burien will be held, not surprisingly, on July 4. The
Hi-Yu Parade in West Seattle and the Vashon Strawberry
Festival Grand Parade will be held on the same day, July18,
so you'll have to choose between these two parades. It's a
hard choice. Both of these parades are a lot of fun.

Volunteers will be needed for our booth at the West Seattle
Street Fair, the weekend of July 10-12, and White Center
Jubilee Days, the following weekend, July 18 and 19.

Dow Constantine’s Campaign

Do you want Dow Constantine to be our next King County
Executive? If you do, there are lots of opportunities for you to
help make this happen. Phone banks are planned, along with
many other activities including parades and festivals. To
volunteer, contact Jared@dowconstantine.com

Newsletter Mailing Party

The newsletter mailing party will be on June 27 around
11:00 a.m. Call Jackie Dupras or Lois Elenich, 932-6088, if
you can help.

Democratic Organization Meetings

First Thursday Democrats

Thursday, June 4, 11:30 a.m.

Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barton Street

Will Parry of the Puget Sound Alliance for Retired Americans
was unable to attend the May meeting, but he will be at the
meeting this month to facilitate and lead a discussion of the
Medicare Advantage program, which may also lead into a
broader discussion on our healthcare system. Lunch is $7.00
and includes beverage and dessert.

Evergreen Democratic Club

Tuesday, June 9, 11:30 a.m.

Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

This month’s speakers will be Larry Phillips, candidate for
King County Executive, and Brian Bennett, Candidate for
Burien City Council. Lunch is $12.00 and includes salad,
beverage and tip. The Evergreen Democratic Club is taking
the rest of the summer off, so see you in September for the
club’s endorsement meeting.

West Seattle Democratic Women

Thursday, June 25,

10:30 a.m. Discussion; 11:30a.m. Meeting

West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

State Representative Sharon Nelson will review the recently
completed legislative session, and then WSDW will present
Part Il of its “Meet and Greet the Candidates” introducing
various candidates for City of Seattle offices. Please contact
WSDW at (206) 935-3216 or at wsdwomen@yahoo.com if
you have a general question, wish to make a reservation, or
have a question to ask of the candidates. Lunch is $10 for
members; $12 for non-members. Reservations are required.

) 21
Balance as of January 1, 2009..............cccveeennee. $15,550
TOTAL INCOME ... 15,067
Total EXPENSES .....uvviieiieeiiiiiiiieeeee e e s esiinneee e e e e 16,761
N[ 0 oo 1 = (1,694)
Total Balance as of May 27, 2009....................... $13,806
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Georgie Bright Kunkel made an important assertion in her
recent letter to the editor. | have been bothered for years by
an error made in 1886 by the Supreme Court in its decision
to grant corporations the same rights as living persons under
the 14th Amendment to the Constitution.

Following is a quote from David Korten's The Post-Corporate
World, Life After Capitalism: In 1886 . . . in the case of Santa
Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad Company, the
U.S. Supreme Court decided that a private corporation is a
person and entitled to the legal rights and protections the
Constitutions affords to any person. Because the
Constitution makes no mention of corporations, it is a fairly
clear case of the Court's taking it upon itself to rewrite the
Constitution. Far more remarkable, however, is that the
doctrine of corporate personhood, which subsequently
became a cornerstone of corporate law, was introduced into
this 1886 decision without argument. According to the official
case record, Supreme Court Justice Morrison Remick Waite
simply pronounced before the beginning of argument in the
case of Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad
Company that it does. The court reporter duly entered into
the summary record of the Court's findings that 'The
defendant Corporations are persons.”

The court does not wish to hear argument on the question
whether the provision in the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, which forbids a State to deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws, applies
to these corporations. We are all of opinion that it does.™

I am no Al Gore. But | am not afraid to speak against
corporate personhood. Can the course of history be
reverted? Can the Constitution be un-rewritten? Is there a
constitutional scholar in a position of national importance
who knows about this? If so, would he dare to speak of this
truth? Now THAT would give me HOPE.

Jay Shapiro
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The 34" District Democrats’ King County
Committeewoman, Dr. Lisa Plymate, led an exhaustive,
informative, well-received five-person panel on health
care options to highlight the May meeting of the King
County Democratic Central Committee, Tuesday, May 26
at the Carpenters’ Hall in Renton.

The panel included Dr. Hugh Foy, Harborview Hospital;
Dr. David Baughan, Group Health Hospital, Olympia;
Larry Kalb, Health Care for All, and former chair of the
State Party’s Progressive Caucus, and health policy
expert Chris Toal.

The panel members outlined the differing levels of health
insurance, the various bills before Congress and their
prospects, the economics of health care and health
insurance in the major industrialized nations, and the
need for concerted action for a government run single-
payer system, or at least a public option.

The Central Committee heard from candidates Joe
Mallahan and James Donaldson, Mayor of Seattle; Dow
Constantine and Larry Phillips, King County Executive;
Tom Carr and Peter Holmes, Seattle City Attorney, Rich
Medved, King County Assessor; David Miller, Rusty
Williams, and Jessie Israel, Seattle City Council; Brian
Bennett, Burien City Council, and Tom Albro, Seattle
Port Commission.

KCDCC will be conducting endorsement interviews with
candidates Saturday, June 6, at the Carpenters’ Hall from
9 AMto 7 PM.

The Central Committee heard reports from the First Vice
Chair (Technology), Second Vice Chair (Resolutions),
Third Vice Chair (Finance), and Fourth Vice chair
(Elections).

The 34" District's Ann Martin, State Committeewoman
from King County, is the new chair of the KCDCC
Multicultural Networking Committee. King County
Democratic Party Chair Susan Sheary presented the
multicultural events schedule, and encouraged
participation. Anyone interested should please
contact Ann.

One of those events will be the Seattle Pride Parade,
Sunday, June 28. 34" District State Committeeman
Chris Porter will be representing KCDCC in this parade.
Those interested in participating are encouraged to
contact Chris.

KCDCC meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of every
month, at the Carpenters’ Hall in Renton. The next
meeting is June 23. All Democrats are welcome, and are
encouraged to attend. The King County Democrats’ Web
site is kcdems.org.

Ivan Weiss
King County Committeeman
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No one would disagree that this was the most brutal
legislative session in memory. In December, the budget
shortfall was estimated to be around $6 billion. If that
wasn't bad enough, within a month it swelled to over $9
billion, or about a quarter of the state’s operating budget.
Three billion in one-time federal stimulus dollars and $2
billion from fund shifts, use of reserves, and public
employee compensation reductions helped, but $4 billion
in cuts were still needed to balance the budget. We were
not alone. Other states have fared even worse than ours.

At our last meeting, our three legislators gave us a
summary of the session.

Senator Joe McDermott was pleased to announce that
finally, with the “Everything But Marriage” act, same sex
couples will have the same rights as married couples.

The definition of basic education has not changed since
the 1970s, but things have obviously changed since then.
Passage of a bill expanding that definition should mean
greater funding of our schools by 2018. Four bills were
worked into two, leaving out the more controversial parts.
The bills increase high school graduation course
requirements, and a six period day in high and middle
school were included. These changes should prepare
high school graduates for college or for anything else they
plan on doing after high school.

A bill Joe sponsored passed, making the State of
Washington the fifth state to enter a binding agreement
with other states to cast their presidential electoral votes
for the national popular vote winner, once participating
states collectively have a majority of electoral vote.

Election Day voter registration is not there yet, but it's
getting closer. A bill passed allowing in-person registration
up to eight days before an election, and providing
automatic address update of registration within the
county. A bill eliminating the requirement to mail ballots to
inactive voters also passed. Joe emphasized that
“inactive” does not mean that you didn't vote in the last
election. It truly means “inactive.” Even so, if a voter is
taken off the voter rolls, they can easily be added back.

Representative Sharon Nelson ’s proudest
accomplishment this session was getting her Payday
Lending bill passed. The bill provides for allowing
installment payments with a maximum payment of $75.
There was much opposition by the lenders, and even after
it passed the legislature, there was worry that significant
parts would be vetoed by the Governor. The payday
lending industry had been lobbying her heavily. Happily,
the Governor signed the bill as presented.

The widening of the off ramp from the Spokane Street
Viaduct was another bone of contention. Some of the
legislators from the north of the city attempted to freeze

the $50 million needed for this project. But with help from
Bob Hasegawa, Dave Upthegrove, and Tina Orwall, the
money is still there.

After the environmentalists lost a battle and those supporting
the Workers Privacy Act were “thrown under the bus” over
an e-mail, House Democrats from both the working family
and environmental caucuses formed the Blue-Green
Alliance. These “rebels with a cause” met at night and knew
each other by their blue and green yin and yang buttons.
With both groups organizing and working together, the
coalition was able to pass two bills: the first was an addition
in unemployment benefits at both the State and Federal
level. The second was a pollution tax of $1.50 per barrel to
clean up the waterways. This bill even got some Republican
support because no one wants to go on record as being for
big oil. Unfortunately the bill was stalled in the Senate. This
House appears to be considerably more progressive than
the Senate.

Representative Eileen Cody said that it was her 15th
session and she was never so happy to hear the gavel drop
to adjourn. She has the unenviable position, for this session
anyway, as Chair of Health Care Committee. Health care
was hit particularly hard by the budget cuts. A major victory
was saving the General Assistance Unemployable (GAU),
but with cuts. Some on the other side looked on it as the
“deserving poor” versus the “undeserving poor.” But at least
it passed.

Maintaining an expansion of Children’s Health Care also
passed and Eileen is proud to say that 97% of children in the
State of Washington are insured. It was contentious at the
beginning, but that was put to rest early and the bill passed
fairly easily.

One bill that she is pleased with, and which didn't affect the
budget, was one concerning diagnostic imaging. These
overused procedures not only cost exorbitant amounts of
money, but their worth is often negligible, and they can
cause harm because of the radiation. She sponsored a bill
last year, which had the support of radiologists, that would
have prevented practitioners from benefiting financially by
self-referring to their own equipment. This was opposed by
the doctors who had the equipment, and the bill failed. This
year all parties came to an agreement to work together to
find a solution. This bill passed.

One strange aspect of this session is that a record number of
bills were passed. Because of the budget cuts, small bills
were passed that would have been part of larger bills.

There were some other bright spots: The bill allowing felons’
voting rights passed. It was weakened somewhat by an
amendment making it possible that people could still lose
that right if their financial obligations are not kept up to date.
But the bill passed, and that was a victory in itself.
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Brian Bennett , PCO from Burien, spoke to the body about
his run for Burien City Council. Bennett is running to
ensure equal representation, regardless of income, for all

Burien citizens on the council. He wants help make Burien
a “cool” place to live.

The program for this meeting was a rundown of the last
legislative session . For a summary, see page 5.

New Business brought a crew of candidates all vying for
our support. Candidates for Seattle City Council included
Robert Rosencrantz, position 8; David Bloom, position 4;
Marty Kaplan, position 6; and Sally Bagshaw, position 8.
Jack Block, Jr. is running for position 7 on Burien’s City
Council. Peter Holmes is running for Seattle City Attorney.

Tara Jo Heinecke , a past 33rd District Chair, was
appointed PCO for Marian Precinct.

The Resolution Opposing the Closure of the Evergree  n
Pool passed unanimously. Cherisse Luxa spoke for the
resolution, citing all the reasons the pool is so important to
the community.

The Proposed Bylaws Amendment was one of two
firestorms of the evening. Brian Earl presented a bylaws
amendment that would replace Article IX, Section 5, that
refers to our PCO and member lists. Cherisse Luxa
proposed an amendment allowing members of the 34" to
gain access to the full membership list, with a two thirds
majority vote of the Executive Board. After a healthy
debate, the amendment passed. Finally, the proposed
amendment with Cherisse’s amendment passed.

The Proposed Changes to the Endorsement Rules  was
the second firestorm of the evening. Walter Sive presented
the proposed changes to the membership, stating that the
rules would allow the membership to make a more
informed vote, streamline the process, and provide a
private vote.

Ivan Weiss proposed a striker amendment that would have
preserved the rules we now have. The Chair ruled the
amendment out of order because it had not been
presented to the membership prior to the meeting. Ivan
then proposed an amendment striking the complete
section 7.3, which would have had nearly the same effect
as the striker amendment. The amendment was defeated.

Liza Giba proposed an amendment to eliminate Section 3,
which would have allowed the Executive Board to schedule
endorsements outside of the annual endorsement
meetings. After considerable back and forth this
amendment passed; then the whole package passed.

The Good of the Order was jam packed with many
candidates running for office. We adjourned at 9:54 p.m.
What a night!

Miki Meahan and Jackie Dupras
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At our last monthly meeting, during Good of the Order, a
call went out from our Outreach Chair Les Treall for a
donation of a microwave oven for the Hospitality House, a
shelter for homeless women that provides an evening
meal as well as shelter. Tracy Record of the West Seattle
Blog heard the request and immediately twittered her
large network. The next day, we had a microwave oven,
just like that! It's amazing what we can accomplish when
we work together.

56

Who is Tracy Record? If you've been to our meetings,
you have probably seen her. She is usually close to the
front of the room working on her laptop. If you miss our
meeting and want to know what went on, go to
westseattleblog.com. She has an excellent summary of
the meeting, usually that same night. You will even find
videos of our three legislators’ remarks about the last
legislative session at the last meeting.

Garden Party Auction Items

The Garden Party is our most important fundraiser of the
year. The money we earn from the auction is the money
we use to elect Democrats and to keep the organization
moving. In order for it to be a success we need your help.
The only way this fundraiser can be successful is if we
have quality items to auction.

Perhaps your favorite restaurant would be willing to
donate a gift certificate for a good customer. Sometimes
restaurants and businesses are willing to donate gift
certificates as a gesture of good will, and because it's
good for their business.

Do you have a vacation cabin that you could donate for a
weekend? Certificates for dinners, your house or theirs,
are always welcome, as are desserts. Do you have a
special skill? You could donate your time.

You probably have ideas of your own. We're a creative,
imaginative group of people.

The Garden Party will be in August, so you still have time.
If you have an item you would like to donate, contact
Chris Porter, our Fundraising and Garden Party Chair.

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters
to the editor are those of the author and not necessarily
those of the 34th District Democrats or the Executive
Board. All letters are subject to editing for space and
content. Please keep to 300 words or less. Photos and
notices of upcoming events are strongly encouraged.
Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 46th Ave SW, Seattle WA
98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.




Town Hall Lectures and Events That May Be of Intere

Tribute to the Seattle P-I

Wednesday, June 3, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

In the Great Hall, free, but tickets required,
seattlepitribute@gmail.com or 331-1276

A community tribute to the newspaper will include a
presentation by former staff and friends, along with
special appearances by editorial cartoonist David
Horsey; columnist Art Thiel; and Seattle musician Heidi
Muller, who has written a song called “Goodnight P-1.”

Limits to American Power, Andrew Bacevich
Wednesday, June 3, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Downstairs, Tickets $5.00

America is facing three crises: an economy in disarray,
a government veering from democracy, and an
infatuation with military power. Only by returning to
pragmatic principles including a respect for power and
its limits, skepticism of easy solutions, and a conviction
that the books will have to balance, can our problems
be fixed.

An Optimistic Look at the World, Jeff Rubin

Monday, June 8, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Great Hall, Tickets $5.00

Rubin says future oil shortages will lead to the end of
globalization, changing the way we travel, the way we
shop, and the way we eat. But he’s hopeful we can all
benefit from this new global economy, personally,
politically, and economically.

st to You

Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Centennial Celebration
Wednesday, June 17, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Downstairs, Tickets $5.00

Our Dying Culture, Chris Hedges

Wednesday, July 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Downstairs, Tickets $5.00

Newspapers are folding across the country, but
we can'’t get enough 140-character Twitter
Tweets. Presidential debates and political
rhetoric are delivered at a sixth-grade reading
level. It's as if we live in two Americas: One, now
the minority, functions in a print-based, literate
world that can cope with complexity and separate
illusion from truth. The other, the majority, is
retreating from the scary reality-based world into
one of false certainty and squalid celebrity.

Name

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Phone

Address

Zip

E-Mail

Occupation

Employer Address

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.
Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year

$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining

Name(s)

$500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

(January —December):

$25 Friend $50 Sponsor

You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:
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Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 p.m.
Fundraising Committee Meeting

Uptown Espresso, California and Erskine Way

Wednesday, June 3, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Port Commissioner Candidates Forum

South Park Community Center, 8319 8th Ave South

Tuesday, June 9, 7:00
King County Young Democrats
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Thursday, June 4, 11:30 a.m.
First Thursday Democrats

Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barton St

Thursday, June 4, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Dow Constantine’s Campaign Kickoff

First United Methodist Church, 811 Fifth Avenue

Tuesday, June 9, 11:30 a.m.
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd St

Wednesday, June 10, 7:00 p.m.
34th District Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, June 13, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Washington Public Campaigns Awards Dinner
South Seattle Community College, Brockey Center

Saturday and Sunday, June 20-21
Burien Strawberry Festival

Tuesday, June 23, 7:00 p.m.
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, June 24, 7:00 p.m.
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, June 25, 11:30 a.m.
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse
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