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Have you heard what people are saying about us? “The
34" District Democrats are a kick-butt outfit.”

Hello 34" District Democrats,

Thank you, Joel Connelly. | couldn’t agree more. Last
month we hosted one of the biggest, best-organized, and
well attended candidate forums in the region. Our friends
at West Seattle Blog did a great job covering “the biggest
event of the political season.” If you were unable to attend
you can still find a link to the WSB coverage at our
website: 34dems.org. Beth Grieser, Christi Stapleton,
Chris Porter, and many volunteers deserve special thanks
for the success.

You might remember a resolution we passed at our May
meeting that urged the King County Council to find a way
to keep the Evergreen Pool (County operated) open and
available to our communities. The resolution was
forwarded to all Council members and we heard back from
several of them. Dow Constantine, the King County
Council Chair and our endorsed candidate for King County
Executive, co-sponsored legislation to keep the pool open
for a few more months to allow time to explore more
permanent funding options. Dow has also put together a
coalition in the county to find a more sustainable solution.

This is the sign of a strong, grassroots oriented Demaocratic
Party putting our shared values into action. Do you want
more evidence? More than a dozen volunteers spent June
20" and 21 registering voters, selling political buttons,
and talking to our neighbors at the Burien Strawberry
Festival. We will continue the effort at the Vashon
Strawberry Festival, the West Seattle Summer Fest, and

Meeting Notice
July 8, 2009

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

PCO Training at 6:00

Kimber McCreery will hold a training
session before our Endorsement
meeting for PCOs or for anyone who is
willing to get out there and doorbell for
Dow and the candidates who will be
endorsed at this meeting.

Endorsement Meeting

Endorsements will be considered for
candidates for all offices for which the
filing deadline has passed, including
candidates who will not be on the
Primary ballot because there were only
two candidates, or because they are
unopposed. The filing for King County
Assessor is still open so candidates for
this office will not be considered for
endorsement at this meeting.

Ballot measures that will be on the ballot
in both the Primary and General
Elections may also be considered.

White Center Jubilee Days in July. Please consider contacting Les Treall, Outreach Chair, to join our

efforts (contact information on Page 2).

On July 8" we will host our endorsement meeting and will vote on who to support for the races that
affect our District. Then we will mobilize to get them elected. By July 17 our PCOs will have received
all the materials they need to talk with neighbors. When the Primary Ballot is in the mail we will have

made personal contact with thousands of voters. :
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Will You Help the Residents of
The Tent City in Our Own District?

The 34th District is again home to the Tent City that its fifty or so residents call
“Nickelsville.” This site is right next to the original site, but this time it's on Washington
State Department of Transportation land that is currently unused. So far, they have
been allowed to stay. Several legislators, including our Representatives, Sharon Nelson
and Eileen Cody, have asked the Governor to allow them to stay until a long-term
solution can be worked out. Their letter is on our website if you would like to read it.

While much has been done to help the homeless people, there are simply too many to
provide shelter for all, and with the economy the waly it is, they will certainly be joined by
many more. This particular group has established itself as a safe, sober community.
They have a set of 17 rules including no alcohol, quiet times, no weapons, and be
considerate of each other, and “don’t do stupid stuff,” which says it all. many of the rules
are Zero Tolerance. You break them, you leave. They also require two people to be on
security at all times.

This is a group that is peaceably assembling together to organize a democratic, self-
managed community and they could use our help. The 34th District Democrats will be
“passing the hat” at our annual picnic for donations to help the people of our own Tent
City. So while you are enjoying the sun and the beach and eating your hamburgers,
please be generous and put something in the hat to help them.

At our last executive board meeting we discussed the situation, passed the hat and
came up with a total of $225. We can do it!
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Meeting Announcements

All meetings of the 34th District Democrats are open to any
of our members. If you are interested in becoming more
involved in the District, you are welcome— encouraged!—
to join any committee and to attend any meeting that
interests you. All contact information for officers and
committee chairs can be found in the Executive Boar  d
listing on page 2.

Executive Board
There will be no Executive Board meeting in July.

Garden Party Meeting

Uptown Espresso on California and Edmunds

Tuesday, June 30 at 7:00 p.m.

The Garden Party is on August 14 and there is still work to
do. Come to the meeting or call Chris Porter if you can
solicit auction items, volunteer the day of the party, or can
help organize it.

Outreach Meeting

Salvadorean Bakery, on Roxbury & 17th

Thursday, July 9, 7:00 p.m.

Planning for the rest of the summer and into the fall. Call
Les Treall for information on what this committee does. If
you want to be involved in our community, this is your
committee.

West Seattle Democratic Women

Thursday, July 23, 11:30 a.m.

Ann Martin’s Home, 3618 SW Orchard. It's easy to

miss, SW Orchard Street looks like a driveway.

Instead of the usual meeting, the WSDW will be holding
their traditional “Summer Potluck Picnic,” so remember to
bring a dish of some kind. Come and have fun and share
your thoughts with your sisters and brothers in WSDW.
Please contact WSDW at (206) 935-3216 or at
wsdwomen@yahoo.com to let them know you are coming
or if you have questions of any kind.

First Thursday Democrats

Thursday, July 2, 11:30 a.m.

Daystar, Across from Westwood on SW Barton St.

This discussion group is open to any and all Democrats.
Lunch is $7.00 and includes dessert and beverage. Call
Lois Elenich if you are interested in joining the group.
There are no membership dues.

Evergreen Democratic Club
The Evergreen Democratic Club will be meeting again in
September.

QOutreach Events

July is the busiest month of the year for Outreach events.
There are two festivals and three parades and the 34th
District Democrats will be there at all of them. If you have
guestions about any of these, contact Les Treall

Summer Festivals in July

There will two festivals in July, and the 34th District will
have a booth at both of them. We need volunteers to help
set up, talk to people about the 34th District Democrats,
and sell buttons. You won't be left alone. There will always
be at least two people in the booth. Contact Les Treall if
you can help.

West Seattle Junction Festival

Friday, July 10 through Sunday, July 12
We will have shifts all three days of the festival.

White Center Jubilee Days

Saturday and Sunday, July 18 and 19
We will have shifts both days of the festival.

Parades

We need a good showing for all of these parades to show
our support for Dow Constantine and the other candidates
we will endorse at our July meeting. The Vashon Grand
Parade and the West Seattle Hi-Yu Parade happen on the
same day at the same time, so you will have to choose.
Both are wonderful parades, but are quite different from
each other. Check 34dems.org or watch for e-news for the
exact location where we will be meeting. You might also
check with Les Treall.

Burien Fourth of July parade

Saturday, July 4, 3:00 p.m.

The parade route will be reversed this year, and will start
at SW 150th and Ambaum. This is a small parade with a
home town feeling and has always been fun.

Hi-Yu Parade

Saturday, July 18, 11:00 a.m.

This is a longer parade than the other two, starting from
California and Lander, by Lafayette Elementary School
and going past the Alaska Junction to Edmunds St. This
is the biggest parade in the 34th District.

Vashon Strawberry Festival

Saturday, July 18, 11:00 a.m.

This parade is shorter than the Hi-Yu and maybe a bit
longer than the Fourth of July Parade in Burien. In past
years we have seen several unusual drill teams including
antique tractors, grocery carts from Thriftway, and people
marching with brooms. In addition, the Backbone
Campaign is always there with their puppets.




PCO Russ Brubaker is one of sixteen state managers
who received the Governor’s Award for Leadership in
Management for 2009. The award recognizes managers
who have demonstrated outstanding leadership.

Russ is the Department of Revenue’s Senior Assistant
Director of Tax Policy. “He has been Washington’s
champion for simplicity and fairness in tax policy for more
than twenty years. Among other accomplishments, he
helped with sales tax legislation that aids in the recovery
of more than $260 million annually in revenue lost to
online and out-of-state sales. Brubaker is a visionary
leader and an advocate for fiscal efficiency.”

In addition to all this, he is one of our best PCOs.
According to his neighbors, and who would know better,
he and his partner, Peter Quigley, have organized their
neighborhood into a real community. Birthdays don’t go
unnoticed, and they trust his word on elections. And they
even have their own newsletter.

Knock on Those Doors for Dow

Last year’s election was important, but this year is
important too, especially the August 18 primary. Susan
Hutchison’s name is well known here, and even though
she’s been trying to hide it, she’s the only Republican in
the race for County Executive. She will probably get what
there is of the Republican vote and be one of the two
candidates in the November election. If there will be only
one Democratic candidate in the race, we want to make
sure that candidate is our own Dow Constantine.

In addition, there are City Council races, the Mayor of
Seattle, Port races, Seattle City Attorney, and a couple of
ballot issues.

So we need your help . We have PCOs in most of our
precincts, but we have some without PCOs too. And it's
July, and some of our PCOs might be vacationing. The
goal is to contact every single voter in our district and get
them to vote. If you can walk a precinct, if you can make
phone calls, if you can do anything to help in this effort,
please call our PCO Coordinator, Kimber McCreery, to
offer her help. If you have not walked a precinct and are
unsure of what to do, or if you just need to brush up on
your skills, be sure to come to the PCO training at

6:00 p.m., right before the July 8 endorsement meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of January 1, 2009 ............... $15,500
Total INCOME ....oovveieiiieeee e $15,941
Total eXPENSES.......uuviiiiieiieeeieiiiiieeeeee 17,519
NEt INCOME...uuvviiieieei e (1,578)

Balance June 25, 2009 .........cccooeevvvvvnnnnn. $13,922

This is our major fundraiser of the year. As in the past, it
will be held at the West Seattle Nursery, thanks to
owner, and PCO, Mark Smith. Our Fundraising and
Garden Party Chair Chris Porter is planning a great
Garden Party this year with a Brazilian theme.

But we need your help. Putting on an event like this
takes volunteers for everything from setting up, helping
with the food, checking people in and checking them
out, and many other tasks that will make our Garden
Party a success. If you can help, contact Chris Porter.

And we need items for our auction. The money we earn
from our auction is the money we use to support our
candidates.

We are creative people, and you have been to auctions
and have ideas of what people buy. If you have a skKill,
consider donating your time. Your favorite restaurant
might consider it good business to donate to our auction
and they might want to do it just because you are such a
good customer. A piece of artwork that just isn’'t “you”
anymore might be a good idea. Do you have a specialty
in the kitchen? People love buying dinners, at your
home or theirs, and certificates for future use of
desserts are always popular.

If you wish to donate an item, a donation form is on our
website. It is necessary that this be filled out because
we are subject to Public Disclosure Commission rules.
You may also call Chris Porter about picking up a
donation from you. He will be happy to do this for you.
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KCDCC Endorsements

This was indeed an action-packed, interesting meeting, with
some real surprises as we went through our endorsement
process. First, we endorsed by acclamation a group of
candidates the endorsement committee had recommended.
Those of interest to the 34 ™ District include:

Jack Block, Jr., City of Burien, Position 3

Brian Bennett, City of Burien, Position 7

John Creighton, Port of Seattle, Position 1

Max Vekich, Port of Seattle, Position 4

Yes on Propl-North Highline South Annexation Area to Burien
No on State Initiative 1033, another Tim Eyman initiative to
limit revenue growth

Next, as recommended by the committee, we granted a dual
endorsement to Dow Constantine and Larry Phillips for King
County Council. Motions to include the other two (Eastside)
candidates failed. (Endorsements require a 2/3 majority of
members present.) The body voted quite strongly that we
should at this point provide direction in this race, although it
was also stated that we are fortunate to have four such
outstanding candidates.

We then followed a list of committee recommendations and
proceeded as follows:

King County sheriff — Sue Rahr recommended;
No Endorsement made.

City of Seattle Mayor - Joe Mallahan was recommended, with
Greg Nickels granted consideration. No single candidate or
combination of two or even three candidates reached the
required 2/3 vote. The closest to gain endorsement was Joe
Mallahan, with 32 out of 52 votes; the closest combination was
Mallahan and McGinn, with 33 out of 53 votes. In the end, no
candidate was endorsed for Mayor of Seattle.

City of Seattle Attorney — Pete Holmes

City of Seattle Position 2 — Richard Conlin and David Ginsberg
City of Seattle Position 4 — David Bloom and Dorsol Plants
City of Seattle Position 6 — Nick Licata

City of Seattle Position 8 — David Miller and Bobby Forch
Seattle School Board, District 5 — Mary Bass

Seattle School Board, District 7 — Charlie Mas

Our final vote was on City of Seattle, Referendum 1, the
grocery bag ordinance imposing a 20 cent fee on disposable
shopping bags. The referendum failed to get the necessary 2/3
vote (received 24 out of 40) to recommend a Yes vote. The
ordinance has been referred to a public vote because of a
petition signed by a significant number of voters.

So, again, it was a meeting with interesting twists. We can
note with pride several names from the 34" on the above list.
Based on this evening, | assure you, the 34" LD endorsement
meeting on July 8" is bound to be exciting!

Lisa Plymate
King County Committeewoman

Our revised endorsement rules were published in the May
newsletter for approval by the membership. They are fairly
long and newsletter space is limited, so we are printing only
a summary of the voting process here. The rules are
significantly different from those used in the past, so please
read this summary carefully, but do understand that this
summary is meant to be just that, a summary. It is not the
final word. The official, unedited rules that were approved by
the membership are on our website and copies will available
at the endorsement meeting on July 8.

All nominations for candidates for a particular position, and
all speeches for or against those nominated candidates, will
be made before a vote is taken. A 2/3 vote of those present
and voting is required for endorsement.

The endorsement vote will be by each position, not by
separate candidate as in the past, and voting will be by
written ballot. Each qualified member will be able to vote for
only one candidate on each ballot. If no candidate is
acceptable to the voter, a vote of No Endorsement may be
made. For voting purposes, No Endorsement is considered
a candidate.

On the first ballot, if one candidate receives 2/3 of the vote,
that candidate is endorsed and we move on to the next
race. If no candidate receives 2/3 of the vote, then the top
two candidates will go on to a second ballot. If one
candidate receives 2/3 of the vote on the second ballot, that
candidate is endorsed. If there were only two candidates to
begin with, this second ballot is eliminated.

If no candidate receives 2/3 of the vote on the previous two
ballots (one ballot if there were only two candidates), the
membership may, by either a written ballot or a show of
credentials, vote for a dual endorsement of the top two
candidates from the previous balloting. As in previous
balloting, a 2/3 vote is required.

For ballot measures, the procedure is much the same. The
voter will have the choice of Accept, Reject, or Take No
Position. If none of these choices receives 2/3 of the vote,
then a second vote will be taken of the top two choices. If
neither choice receives 2/3 of the vote, we will take no
position on the measure.

If you live in the 34th District and have paid for your
membership before the end of our last meeting (June 10),
you are eligible to vote at the July 8 Endorsement Meeting.

If you have not yet renewed this year but you were a
member last year, you may renew your membership before
or at the July 8 meeting and still be eligible to vote.

Remember, you can join us or renew your membership
online at 34dems.org.



In Case You Missed Our Candidates Forum on June 10 . ..

The June 10 meeting started at 6:00 with an extended
social hour so that members could mix with and meet the
candidates before the forum started.

Candidates for King County Executive were not included in
this forum. Dow Constantine was endorsed at our March
meeting, and there were several very good forums so there
was no need to duplicate efforts. As it was, there were a lot
of candidates at this forum and time was limited.

The first candidates up were those for Mayor: Incumbent
Mayor Greg Nickels, James Donaldson, Jan Drago, Joe
Mallahan, Michael McGinn, and Norman Sigler. Elizabeth
Campbell was at the Viaduct/Tunnel meeting and was
unable to make it to the forum. Kwame Garrett did not
attend.

In the Lightning round Mayor Nickels was the lone vote
twice. He answered “Yes” that he would support spending
city funds to build a new jail, but answered “No” to
supporting parking meters in the Junction, a popular answer
for this group. Hisses and boos could be heard for those
who voted “Yes.”

One question concerned the White Center Food Bank. This
food bank receives no funding from the City of Seattle, yet
much of its clientele lives inside the Seattle city limits. All of
them answered in support of food banks, but did not answer
the question directly, and it appeared that many were
unaware of the situation.

Jack Block, Jr. and Brian Bennett, candidates for Burien
City Council were next. There was a little confusion about
the paddles with “Yes” on one side and “No” on the other. A
few candidates switched them back and forth to make sure
they were voting the way they wanted. Jack Block, Jr. saw
“Yes” on his side and voted what he thought was “Yes” but
we saw “No.” He, along with Brian Bennett, are both for

Highline. On the question of using City funds to build a new
jail, Jordan Royer was the only candidate to vote yes. He
has since explained that, if we are going to build a jail, it
should be with City funds and not be privatized.

All candidates except Richard Conlin, Bob Rosencrantz
and Jordan Royer supported changing City Council
positions to geographical rather than at-large.

The requirement that housing developments provide
parking for residents was acceptable to all but Bobby
Forch.

One question that they all answered easily was, “What
neighborhood do you live in, and what neighborhood event
did you last participate in?” All had attended a
neighborhood event in the recent past, some as recently as
the previous evening.

Another round of lightning rounds followed, with the
guestion of parking meters in the Junction. O’Brien
answered “Yes” and, as with anyone else who was brave
enough to answer this way, was hissed.

The next group of candidates included candidates for
Positions 6: Nick Licata, Jessie Israel, Brian Carver and
Martin Kaplan; and Position 4, Sally Bagshaw, David Bloom
and Dorsol Plants. All of these candidates oppose Seattle
annexing all of North Highline, and using City money to
build a new jail. On the issue of changing City Council
positions to ones based geographically rather than at large
at present, the “no” vote were Sally Bagshaw, Brian Carver
and Martin Kaplan.

The next candidates coming up were for City Attorney: Tom
Carr is the incumbent, opposed by challenger Pete Holmes.

The candidates for the Seattle Port Commission were a bit
of a surprise. Three of the five Tom Albro, David Doud, and

annexation to Burien, and
against “big box development”
although he might not have
voted that way. Sue Blazak
was unable to attend but she
sent a letter which Kim
Becklund read to the
membership.

The next group of candidates
was for City Council Positions
2 and 8: Richard Conlin and
David Ginsberg for Position 2,
and Bobby Forch, David Miller,
Mike O’Brien, Bob
Rosencrantz, Jordan Royer

Robert Walker turned out
to be Republicans. This
caused a minor stir. The
other two, Max Vekich and
Rob Holland, are definitely
Democrats, and Max
Vekich is a member of the
34th District Democrats.

The meeting was long, but
there were a lot of
candidates. After a very
short Good of the Order,
the meeting adjourned a
little after 10:00.

and Rusty Williams for

Position 8. One issue of
interest to the 34th District is of
annexation of North Highline.
All candidates voted no to
Seattle annexing all of North

City Council candidates for Positions 4 and 6. Vice Chair Kim
Becklund and Chair Tim Nuse are seated at the table on the
right. Secretary Miki Meahan is seated at the table on the left,
and next to her is Tracy Record of the West Seattle Blog.

Photo by Bill Schrier

We'll be seeing these
same people at our July
endorsement meeting,
except, of course, for those
Republicans
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King County Executive Debate on the Environment fos
Tuesday, June 30, 7:30—- 9:00 p.m., in the Great Hal |. The event is free, but registration is required.

This debate is sponsored by King County’s Green Choice, a coalition of nonpartisan environmental groups
and a project of Washington Environmental Council's Voter Education Fund. Dow Constantine, Larry
Phillips, Ross Hunter, and Fred Jarrett are scheduled to participate.

7 0
Chris Hedges: Our Dying Culture o
Wednesday, July 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m. Downstairs at To wn Hall. Tickets are $5.00 ;e
According to Chris Hedges, it’s as if we live in two Americas, One, now the minority, functions in a print- !

based, literate world that can cope with complexity and separate illusion from truth. The other, the majority,

is retreating from the scary reality-based world into one of false certainty and squalid celebrity pseudo-

events. )
)

Howard Dean: Prescription for Real Health Care Refo  rm ) &i

Friday, July 24, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Great Hall.  Tickets are $5.00

Howard Dean discusses his book, co-written with Faiz Shakir and Igor Volsky, that explains President !

Obama'’s healthcare plan, how other countries handle healthcare, which special interests are standing in )

the way of progress and why, and how healthcare reform will help American businesses prosper. ‘+ 7
)

Thom Hartmann: Saving a Planet in Peril i
Thursday, July 30, 7:30-9:00 p.m. Downstairs at Tow n Hall. Tickets
are $5.00 + o0
Thom Hartmann, author of Threshold: The Crisis of Western Culture,
says religious fundamentalism, capitalism run amok, and militarism are P

draining Earth of its natural and human resources, endangering ) s
millions for the benefit of a few. But by examining cultures that have
thrived, and by targeting policy for specific reform, Hartmann offers

solutions, and motivation for anyone hoping to build a better, more sustainable world. w |
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Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879.

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Malil Occupation

Employer Address

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)
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Tuesday, June 30, 7:00 p.m.
Garden Party Meeting
Uptown Espresso, California and Edmunds

Thursday, July 2, 7:00 p.m.
First Thursday Democrats
Daystar, across from Westwood on Barton Street

Saturday, July 4, 3:00 p.m.
Fourth of July Parade in Burien, followed by party
at the Upthegroves’ House on Lake Burien

Wednesday, July 8, 7:00 p.m.
34th District Democrats Endorsement Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Thursday, July 9, 7:00 p.m.
Outreach Committee Meeting
Salvadorean Bakery, Roxbury & 17th

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 10-12
West Seattle Junction Festival

Saturday, July 18, 11:00 a.m.
Hi-Yu Parade in West Seattle

Saturday and Sunday, July 18-19
White Center Days

Saturday and Sunday, July 18-19
Vashon Strawberry Festival

Tuesday, July 21, 6:00 p.m.
34th District Democrats Annual Picnic
Lincoln Park, Shelter 3 on the beach

Wednesday, July 22, 7:00 p.m.
Burien Drinking Liberally
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd St.

Sunday, July 26, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Dow Constantine Fundraiser
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Tuesday, July 28, 7:00 p.m.
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Friday, August 14, 6:00 p.m.
34th District Democrats Annual Garden Party
West Seattle Nursery




