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The Holidays are upon us and it is a great time to be a % &

Democrat. Last month all our hard work paid off when
1-1033 was defeated, equal rights for all families were
preserved, and Dow Constantine was elected as King
County’s newest Executive. Thank you for all you've
done to make this such a successful year. You'd think
our work would be over for a few months, yet one
more victory is necessary before closing the books on
2009: convincing the King County Council to appoint
the very best replacement for Dow.

There is one perfect and obvious choice. Senator Joe
McDermott has represented the 34th District for more
than a decade as Chair, Representative, and Senator.
He has been a champion of education, equal rights,
environmental protection, and labor. As the largest
portion of the 8th County Council District, our voice is
strong and united.

To make our position official, members unanimously
passed a resolution (on page 4) communicating our
desire to have Senator McDermott appointed to Dow’s
former seat. This resolution has been delivered to all
King County Council members and the other
candidates for the appointment. Now we could use
your help. The Council needs to hear from you. They
need to hear loud and clear that we want Joe
McDermott to represent us. We have provided the
contact information of each Council member for you
on page 4, directly above the resolution. Please
contact them communicating our support for Joe.

Regardless of what the Council decides, | can promise you this: the 2010 campaign cycle will include getting Joe
elected to the King County Council. If he is appointed, we will be working to protect his seat. If the council puts
politics above the interests of our district and does not appoint Joe, we will work tirelessly to elect him.

December is also the time to put some work aside and celebrate the Holidays. | hope you will join us for the
annual Holiday Party the evening of December 9 (no meeting in December). Not only will you get to savor the
flavors of wonderful smoked turkey and home-cooked dishes, you'll get to cherish the time to chat with members,
meet new friends, and celebrate our work together. Please bring a homemade dish to share.

: | began the year with a quote from President Obama and | want
In This Issue to share it again as we look ahead to 2010:
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Dow Constantine - King County Executive

This was a day we were all waiting for, so there
was bound to be a crowd for Dow Constantine’s
swearing in as King County Executive. Since there
wasn'’t a space large enough at King County,
Daniels Recital Hall, the former First United
Methodist Church, was chosen. This was a fitting
choice because Dow was one of those responsible
for saving this beautiful church from destruction. It
was through his efforts that a deal was made and
the building was saved.

And yes, the place was packed.

Dow making his first speech as King
County Executive. Behind him is the
Recital Hall’'s 4,000 pipe Austin organ.

State Representative Sharon Nelson, who had been Dow Constantine’s Chief of Staff before
she was appointed State Representative, was the emcee for the ceremony.

Pat Wright's Total Experience Choir sang “Lean on Me” to great applause.

In his inaugural speech, Dow graciously thanked Kurt Triplett for his leadership in stepping
up to one of the most difficult periods in our county’s history.

He then summarized the work that needs to be done. “We must fulfill our promise to voters
and expand light rail; we must promote and invest in clean energy jobs, green buildings and
redouble our efforts to compete for aerospace and other family jobs; and we must protect our
environment by connecting land use policies to transit development; fulfill our promise to
clean up Puget Sound; and tackle climate change through coordinated regional action. “

Dow is probably the only elected official who has quoted both Bill Gates and Jimi Hendrix in
the same speech. Bill Gates said that “We always overestimate the change that will occur in
_ the next two years and underestimate
the change that will occur in the next
ten.” Hendrix is quoted as saying “In
order to change the world, you have to
get your head together first.” Wise

M He closed his speech by saying “ We

il will set priorities, build partnerships,
and make real progress by working
together, by listening to each other,
and driving solutions that are
thoughtful and lasting. We will be
ambitious, but level headed. We will be
unafraid to stand up for what is right,
and pragmatic about minimizing the
disruptions that change brings.”

A hug from Mom. John Constantine is on their
right, and Shirley Carlson is to John'’s right, across
the aisle.




Volunteer Opportunities

Newsletter Mailing Party

The January newsletter will be mailed on Monday, January 4,
in the early afternoon, instead of Saturday morning. Friday,
the day our newsletter is usually printed, happens to be New
Years Day. To start the new year right by helping mail this
newsletter, call Lois Elenich, 932-6088, or Jackie Dupras.

Meeting Announcements

Executive Board Meeting

The Executive Board will meet at 7:00 p.m. on December 16
at the Puget Ridge Co-Housing Common House, 7020 18th
SW. A discussion of a raise in the membership dues will be
on the agenda. All 34th District Democrats members are
welcome to attend.

King County

Legislative Action Committee

The next meeting will be held from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 20, at the Foster Library, 4060 South
144th in Tukwila. The agenda includes a finalizing of plans for
the 2010 legislative session.

Evergreen Democratic Club

The Evergreen Democratic Club invites you to join them in
celebrating the holidays at their annual party on December 8
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435
SW 152nd, across from Burien Town Square. The lunch
buffet is $15. Please bring food or money for our local food
banks: White Center, Highline, Des Moines, and Tukwila.

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of January 1, 2009....................... $15,500
Income
Membership DUES.........ccccvevveeeiiiiiiiieeeee, 12,278
Garden Party .....cccccceeeeeeviecciiiieeee e 11,203
Bequest......ccccoeiiee 5,000
Special Contribution..........cccccceveee e, 4,000
Miscellaneous INCOMEe ..........ccovvecvvvieereeeniinnnns 1,050
Total INCOME .....eeieiciiiieecee e, $34,031
Total EXPENSES ..cccovvvvieeiiiieie e $40,546
NEt INCOME ....vviiiiiiiee e (6,515)
Balance as of November 29, 2009 .................. $ 8,985

West Seattle Democratic Women

The West Seattle Democratic Women's Holiday Auction/
Luncheon will be on Thursday, December 17 at the West
Seattle Golf Course. Registration begins at 11:15 a.m. , the
Auction/Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. The cost of lunch is $10 for
Members; $12 for Non-Members. Please contact WSDW at
935-3216 or wsdwomen@yahoo.com by 10:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, December 16, to ensure a seat at the holiday
celebration. Remember to bring nonperishable food and
grocery receipts from the Morgan Street Thriftway and

the Metropolitan Market to the meeting to support the West
Seattle and White Center Food Banks.

First Thursday Democrats

The First Thursday group will meet at the usual time and
place, Thursday, December 3, at 11:30 a.m. at Daystar,
across from Westwood on Barton. Anyone is welcome to
attend. Lunch is $7.00 and includes coffee and dessert.

Notices

King County Democrats Honors Banquet
You have until January 1, 2010, to nominate your favorite
Democrat for Chair of the Year, Democrat of the Year, Rising
Star, or for a Lifetime Achievement Award. These honors will
be awarded at the Machinists Hall on Sunday, January 17, at
the King County Democrats’ Annual Honors Banquet. Dinner
service will be provided by Dr. Mahadeep Virk and the East
Indian Community in King County. The theme of the banquet
is Clean Energy. More details next month.

West Seattle Neighbors for Peace and

Justice Present Rethinking Afghanistan
This ground-braking, full-length documentary focusing on the
key issues surrounding this war will be presented by the
WSNPJ on Sunday, December 13 at 2:00 p.m. at the West
Seattle Library, 2306 42nd Ave SW, just north of the
Metropolitan Market. There will be a discussion afterwards,
and there will be Popcorn for Peace and Juice for Justice.
There is no charge. For more information call John at
932-9522 or jmrepp@comcast.net.

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and letters to
the editor are those of the author and not necessarily those of
the 34th District Democrats or the Executive Board. All letters
are subject to editing for space and content. Please keep to
300 words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 46th
Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.




Resolution in Support of
Appointing Joe McDermott
to the King County Council

This resolution was presented by Ivan Weiss at our
November meeting and was approved unanimously by the
membership. Please note the last paragraph. We'll even
make it easy for you: the phone numbers for the non-
partisan Democrats: Bob Ferguson 296-1001, Larry
Gossett 296-1002, Larry Phillips 296-1004, and Julia
Patterson 296-1005. For the non-partisan Republicans,
the numbers are Kathy Lambert 296-1002, Jane Hague
296-1006, Pete Von Reichbauer 296-1007 and Reagan
Dunn, 296-1009. The e-mail addresses for
Councilmembers is firsthame.lasthame@kingcounty.gov.

WHEREAS, Joe McDermott has represented the 34th
District as Democratic Party chair, State Representative,
and State Senator;

WHEREAS, Joe McDermott is seeking to serve on the
King County Council by being appointed to the 8th Council
District seat now held by County Executive-elect Dow
Constantine;

WHEREAS, Joe McDermott has the support of Dow
Constantine and State Representatives Sharon Nelson
and Eileen Cody in seeking appointment to the County
Council;

WHEREAS, Joe McDermott has been elected by
overwhelming margins in every election in which he has
been a candidate, and did not even draw an opponent the
most recent time he ran;

WHEREAS, Joe McDermott has been endorsed for
election by acclamation repeatedly by the 34th District
Democrats;

WHEREAS, the 34th Legislative District lies entirely in the
8" Council District, occupies most of the area of the
District, and contains the majority of its population;

AND WHEREAS, the 34th District Democrats is by any
measure the most dominant political organization in the 8"
Council District, representing the most prominent political
activists and participants;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 34th District
Democrats supports the appointment of Joe McDermott to
the 8th County Council District seat IMMEDIATELY after
that seat becomes vacant;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution, if
approved, be sent to all members of the King County
Council and all announced and/or reported applicants for
this position;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that every member of
the 34th District Democrats who votes for passage of this
resolution will pledge to contact each member of the
County Council, in whatever form of address that member
might choose, to express to each Council member the will
and intent of this organization.

Now That Dow’s Council Seat is
Vacant, What Next?

In the good old days, before the King County Council became
non-partisan, the PCOs in the 8th County Council District would
have chosen a candidate and presented that name to the County
Council for approval, along with two other names that were
essentially honorary. But since the position is now non-partisan,
the County Council will appoint the next King County
Councilmember Position 8 without benefit of the advice of PCOs.
There are four Democrats and four Republican who will make the
final decision, which promises to make things interesting. Yes,
technically they are all “non-partisan” but just calling the positions
non-partisan doesn’t mean the people in those positions don't
have partisan political beliefs.

Since this is the first time that a non-partisan appointment has
been made in the County Council, there were no rules, so it was
up to the Council to make some. County Councilman Bob
Ferguson had proposed that the position be filled by someone
who would not stand for election in 2010. This did not sit well with
many of us in the 34th District who felt the position was important
enough to appoint a replacement who might want to stick around,
especially if that person was Senator Joe McDermott.

The County Council then made the decision to appoint a special
panel of twelve community leaders living in County Council
District 8 who would interview prospective candidates for the
position and select from three to six names to present to the
Council, at least one of whom is a candidate who will seek
election in 2010, and one who will not. Eleven candidates have
applied, five who have stated that they will not run for the position
in 2010, one of whom is our State Representative Sharon Nelson
who was Dow Constantine’s Chief of Staff and is certainly well
qualified for the job. The other four who will not run are Jan
Drago, Helen Howell, Kathleen Quong-Vermeire and Arun
Jhaveri. The five who have said they will run are Joe McDermott,
Jake Jacobovitch, Lucy Krakowiak, Shawn McEvoy, and Viad
Oustimovitch. Zack Hudgins has not yet made a decision.

The co-chairs of the panel who will interview the candidates and
select the names to present to the County Council are Anne
Levinson , co-owner of the Seattle Storm, former Seattle
Municipal Court Judge, and former chair of the Washington State
Utilities and Transportation Commission; and Mark Okazaki ,
Executive Director of Neighborhood House.

The other panel members include our own State Committeeman
Chris Porter, Aileen Balahadia, Steve Daschle, Tom Dean, David
Johnson, Joan McGilton, Patti Mullen, Behnaz Nelson, Kathy
Nyland; and Doug Osterman,

The County Council will interview the finalists on December 7
and a decision should be made by December 14. If either Joe
McDermott or Sharon Nelson is chosen, since it is a partisan
position, the replacement for the legislative seat will be chosen
by the PCOs in the 34th District. If Joe McDermott is chosen for
the Council, and if the PCOs select Sharon Nelson to replace
him in the State Senate, her House seat will be open and the
PCOs will vote to replace her. (Eileen Cody has seniority in the
House and is Chair of the House Health Care and Wellness
Committee. She is happy where she is.) Whoever is appointed to
any of these positions will have to stand for election in 2010. It
should be interesting.
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King County Elections has provided voters with
a Statement of Votes Cast on Election Night by
Legislative District. | have taken those results
and have compared them with the rest of King
County and with the State of Washington.
While there were some changes in the results
from election night to certification, this table
should be a fairly accurate comparison
because it shows results from all of the
jurisdictions on the same night, election day,
November 3. | have left out the City of Burien
because there are parts of only three
legislative districts in Burien. Since most of it is
in the 34th District, there is little to compare.

One conclusion that is easy to draw from these
results is that the 34th District is loyal to its
favorite sons. Tom Carr received 13% more of
the election night vote in the 34th District than
the rest of Seattle and won the 34th District.
Max Vekich also won the 34th District, with 9%
more votes than in the rest of Seattle. David
Ginsberg won 8% more in the 34th District
than in the rest of Seattle.

One strange result involves the ballot issues.
The 34th District overwhelmingly supported
R-71 and opposed I-1033, in fact, 5 - 7%
higher than the rest of King County. Yet, in
Seattle, we supported the Seattle Housing
Levy by only 52% compared to 63% for the
rest of Seattle. We also supported the more
conservative City Council candidates by
around 4% higher than the rest of the city. |
have gone over the abstract provided by King
County thinking | must have made a mistake,
but | don’t think | did.

The only conclusion | can come to is that
perhaps West Seattle is a bit more
conservative than the rest of the 34th District.
A lot of it is waterfront where you need qute a
bit of money to live, and those with lots of
money tend to be more conservative,
especially where property taxes are
concerned. And | suppose Vashon, home of
the Backbone Campaign and people who
always vote, could increase any district’'s
liberal quota. If anyone has any other
explanation, please let me know.

If you are interested in how the rest of King
County did on election night, go to
kingcounty.gov/elections. Click on the
Elections Results button, and then, on the
right, click on Unofficial Abstraction of Election
Night. If King County provides the same
information for the final results after
certification, and unless a whole lot of
computer know-how or a much better
computer than | have is required, | will have a
similar table for the final results for January.

Jackie Dupras 5

Office or Ballot Issue
County Executive

Dow Constantine
Susan Hutchison
County Assessor
Lloyd Hara
Bob Rosenberger
Port Commission Position 3
Rob Holland
David Doud
Port Commission Position 4
Max Vekich
Tom Albro
Mayor of Seattle
Joe Mallahan
Mike McGinn
Seattle City Attorney
Tom Carr
Pete Holmes
Seattle City Council Position 2
Richard Conlin
David Ginsberg
Seattle City Council Position 4
Sally Bagshaw
David Bloom
Seattle City Council Position 6
Nick Licata
Jesse Israel
Seattle City Council Position 8
Mike O’Brien
Robert Rosencrantz
Seattle Housing Levy Proposition 1
Yes
No
Initiative 1033
Yes
No
Referendum 71
Approve

Reject

34th
69%
31%
34th
36%
32%
34th
63%
37%
34th
52%
48%
34th
53%
45%
34th
51%
49%
34th
68%
32%
34th
70%
30%
34th
54%
46%
34th
54%
45%
34th
52%
48%
34th
29%
71%
34th
73%
27%

County
57%
43%

County

34%
29%
County
55%
45%
County
43%
57%
Seattle
49%
50%
Seattle
38%
62%

Seattle
75%
24%

Seattle
69%
31%

Seattle

58%
42%
Seattle
58%
42%
Seattle
63%
37%
County
34%
66%
County
66%
34%

State
45%
55%

State

51%
49%




The meeting was called to order at 7:00. Dorsol Plants and
Skip Dreps led the body in the Pledge of Allegiance. The
meeting was held on Veterans Day, and in honor of that day,
a memorial bell was rung by veterans Dorsol and Skip in a
solemn tribute to the veterans who have defended our country
and to the victims in the Fort Hood Shooting.

After the tribute, Chair Tim Nuse announced Joe McDermott’s
intention to seek the appointment to replace Dow
Constantine, our new County Executive on the King County
Council. If he is appointed, Sharon Nelson would be an
excellent candidate to replace Joe.

Dow Constantine spoke of coming to our meeting last
February, where people were encouraging him to run for King
County Executive, some loudly from across the room (Ivan).
Even though it seemed like a long shot, he made his
announcement the next month. He spoke of how surprised
and humbled he was when he came to our meeting and
received an early endorsement, something he wasn't
expecting. He was even more surprised when a motion was
made to contribute to his campaign and he was presented
with a large foam check in the amount of $3,434.34. Our
support, along with the check, was a big boost to his
campaign. It was a tough fight, but the momentum provided
by his friends and political family here contributed to his
ultimate victory.

Chris Endresen, State Director for the Office of Se  nator
Maria Cantwel |, had been an active member of the 34th
District Democrats back in the 80’s. She was happy to be
back to visit. She was invited to our meeting to update us on
current legislation in Congress. Maria Cantwell is a member
of the Energy and Natural Resources, Commerce, Science
and Transportation, Finance, Indian Affairs, and Small
Business and Entrepeneurship Committees. On Health Care,
she pledges to make sure that the Stupak Amendment is
added to the Senate version of the health care bill. She is
supportive of a public option, reforming Medicare payments to
improve quality, preserving patient access to primary care,
and expanding access to home and community based long
term care.

On Climate change, she is working to make sure polluters pay
for cleanup at polluted sites, supporting clean alternative
energy and reducing fossil fuel

Next on the agenda was Vashon Island School District

Board Chair Bob Hennessey . Like everyone else, Vashon is
struggling with growing income disparities and the difficulty of
absorbing more and more budget cuts. The district identified
inefficiencies long ago, and cuts now threaten teaching
personnel and major programs. Cuts to the transportation
budget risk putting students into increasingly dangerous
situations. While spreading out bus stops and asking students
to walk just a little farther may work in Seattle, such changes
on Vashon mean some students are walking down unlit rural
roads, particularly in dark, wet winter weather.

Our State legislators, Joe McDermott, Eileen Codya nd
Sharon Nelson previewed the next legislative sessio  n.

Joe McDermott said that the state is expected to face an
almost two billion dollar budge gap. He believes that they
must look at new revenue sources after last year’s “all-cuts”
budget from the Governor, especially since there are no
expected federal stimulus funds to help as there were this
year. He also expects work to continue on proposed
changes to professional standards for teacher certification.

Sharon Nelson reported that the Blue-Green Alliance of
labor and environment supporters will be meeting next week
to lay out their agenda, which should include a petroleum
fee hill, the Insurance Commissioner’s proposed bill to stop
insurers from using credit scores to price premiums,
promoting green jobs, and seeking new funding for county
governments, especially for public health.

Eileen Cody said she also expects the budget to consume
most of the work in session this year. She will also be
working on health care reform at the state level and making
sure that our rules and regulations match up with any
changes being proposed at the federal level.

After the Legislative Preview, it was time to celebrate our
recent election victories, and celebrate we did. We had a
delicious chocolate cake, and there was a bottle of
champagne for almost every table. We toasted the hard
work of all the PCOs who carried literature on behalf of our
endorsed candidates and the countless volunteer hours
spent by members at phone banks that made the election of
Dow Constantine as King County Executive, the defeat of I-
1033, and approval of R-71 possible.

Ivan Weiss submitted a resolution resolving that the 34th
District Democrats supports the appointment of Joe
McDermott to the 8th County Council District seat
Immediately after the seat becomes vacant. The resolution
passed unanimously.

Eight PCOs were appointed:

Destiny Itano: SEA 34-1254;

Lee Anne Beres in SEA 34-1458;
Christopher Casillas: SEA 34-1468
Richard Lum: SEA 34-1504

Alyssa Farber: SEA 34-1511

Lynne Moore in SEA 34-1523

Justin Farmer: SEA 34-1527

Joshua Johnston: Acting in SEA 34-1528

Good of the Order
Mike Heavey asked for help taking down Dow Constantine
yard signs from public rights-of-way.

Georgie Kunkel spoke about the speakers bureau she is
organizing to address community groups about corporate
personhood and why we should work to overturn this legal
interpretation that gives corporations the rights of citizens,
but not the responsibilities.

Dorsol Plants spoke about the 90th birthday party of the
Highland Park Improvement Club, the oldest neighborhood
association in the city,

-6- The meeting adjourned to the Brewery a little after 9:00.



Cherisse Luxa’s Kitties Need a New Forever Home

We don’t usually perform animal rescue services, but this is
special case. Cherisse Luxa, one of our long-time, very active
members, is very ill and is unable to care for her cats. These
cats are old friends of hers and they need homes.

These are really sweet kitties who would prefer being
adopted as a group, but realistically, we know that isn’t going
to happen. They are fairly young cats; the oldest one is five
years old.

The two that would find it easiest to adapt to a one-cat home
are Alcie and Tweed. Tweed is the oldest at five years old, a
friendly male with white paws and chest who likes to play with
toys.

Alcie also would be happy in a one cat home. She is a thee-
year old female brown tabby, friendly and talkative. Like
Tweed, she likes toys.

Howard and Harris would be happiest if they were adopted
together. They are buddies and like to cuddle together on
the couch. Both are four year old tabbies, Howard a brown
tabby; Harris, grey. Both Howard and Harris have been
diagnosed with carrying feline leukemia, but they are not
showing any issues of the disease, and they are in good
health. Alcie and Tweed have had inoculations and are not
carriers.

All four cats are up to date on their shots and flea control.

If you have any questions, or if you can give these really
sweet kitties a home, call Liz Giba at 605-3824.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone
Address Zip
E-Malil Occupation

Employer Address City

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)
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Thursday, December 3, 11:30 a.m.
First Thursday Democrats
Daystar, Across from Westwood on SW Barton St

Sunday, December 6; Dinner 5:00; Reception 6:30 p.m.
WSDCC Holiday Party
Washington Trade and Convention Center

Tuesday, December 8, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Evergreen Democratic Club’s Holiday Party
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 p.m.
King County Young Democrats
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, December 9, 6:00 p.m.
34th District Democrats Holiday Party
The Hall at Fauntleroy, Vashon Room

Sunday, December 13, 2:00 p.m.

West Seattle Neighbors for Peace and Justice
Showing Rethinking Afghanistan

West Seattle Library, 2306 42nd Ave SW,

Wednesday, December 16, 7:00 p.m.
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common House

Thursday, December 17, 11:30 a.m.
West Seattle Democratic Women Holiday Party
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

Wednesday, December 23, 7:00 p.m.
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly's Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd
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