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Chairman’s Report

Did you leave it all on the trail? Mee“ n q NOtI ce

Only you can answer that question. Only you know if you Novem ber 12 2008

did everything you could have done to help elect

Democrats, from the top of the ticket to the “bottom,” on 6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
the 2008 campaign trail. The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
By the time most people read the paper version of this Across from the YMCA
newsletter, the election will be over, or there might be one .
day left to get our voters to the polls, or to mail in their The November program will be a
ballots. If so, please make it count. Turnout in the 34" debriefing of the election and a
District might mean everything in a close statewide race. | discussion of what we did right and what

we did wrong in the campaign.

After that, we’'ll have a week and a day until our November ) )
meeting to unwind and to deprogram ourselves from Be sure to bring your campaign success
campaign mode. Let's please use that time to ponder the | Stories to the meeting, we will have an
campaign and how it went. Please plan to discuss it at the | ©Pen mike for members to share their

November meeting. experiences.
No two campaigns are ever the same, but many of the We expect this meeting to be a
“best practices” do not change very much between celebration of our winning back the

election cycles. It is all about relationships, after all, and if | White House! Beer, wine and soft drinks
our neighbors in our communities have come to respect us | Will be available, as usual, and we will
and to trust our political judgment, then we should have have a bit more food items. As always,
quite a few success stories. potluck items are welcome.

Please bring those stories to the November meeting, which we will devote to debriefing from the
election. We'll talk about what we did right and what we did wrong, what we might have done better or
more efficiently, how we might have allocated manpower, how we might have spent money, and so on.
We'll take careful notes and will pass them on to the King County and state party organizations. And
we’'ll use them again in future elections.

There’s one thing we darn sure did right. We insisted that the Coordinated Campaign assign Kimber
McCreery to her home District as a Field Organizer. Having been a Field Organizer in 2004, and
working with the Coordinated since then, | know they are reluctant to do this, even when they can.

Kimber has exceeded all expectations and has distinguished herself as one of the best Field
Organizers in the state. Whatever the outcome of this election, the 34" District has never been better
served by the Coordinated Campaign. We put more boots on the ground, knocked more doors, and
contacted more voters than this District has ever done before. Keeping Kimber close to home was an
investment in the future strength of the 34™ District Democrats. The relationships that she and you built
during this campaign should pay dividends to this

organization for years to come.

This campaign also saw the emergence of David Ginsberg as In This Issue

an Obama Fellow and the Neighborhood Leader coordinator | campaign Kickoff Page 2
for the 34™. David “earned his bones” by organizing his High Announcements Page 3
Point precinct, SEA 34-1485, the fastest growing precinctin | kcpcc Report Page 4
the 34™ and the one with the most new voters. This was Button Maker’s Report Page 5
community organizing almost from scratch. Sunday at the Market Page 5

Continued on Page 4
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Both Our Senators Join Our Kickoff

Dow Constantine, Maria Cantwell, Patty Murray, and Joe McDermott at
the Hall at Fauntleroy encouraging Neighborhood Leaders to get out
there and canvass their neighborhoods.

Photo by Ed Dupras

The 34th District was privileged to have both Senator Patty Murray and
Senator Maria Cantwell at our campaign kickoff on October 15, which we
shared with our neighbor, the 11th District. We had a great attendance,
and after the rally canvassers went off to walk their own precincts, or to
canvass precincts in Burien that historically have had low turnout. The
canvassers were thrilled to have both senators visit us, and the senators
stayed and visited with us after the rally. Maria Cantwell was among the
last to leave and had her picture taken with several canvassers. (Those
pictures will be available at the front table at the November meeting.)
Thank you, Senators Murray and Cantwell.

Crime Wave —Fiendish Thieves Grab
Obama Signs from Trusting Neighbors

There have been quite a few complaints about lost signs, as there are

every year, usually stolen by the other side. But at least one was taken
with a different purpose in mind. A West Seattle
woman saw her sign disappearing from in front
of her house so she tore out of her house and
caught the culprit in the act. The thief
sheepishly explained that she wanted it for her
own yard. Apparently she thought that the
planting strip was fair game.

Another West Seattle woman who had her
Obama sign stolen wanted to let the thief know
how she felt about it. In case you can’t read the
message on the bottom, it says “shame on the
person who stole our first sign.” The ever
stalwart Bruce Stotler made sure that she got a
new one. Let's hope it made it through the
election.

Photo courtesy of Walter Sive
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T-Shirts and Sweatshirts

It's winter and not exactly t-shirt season, but we
have some great sweatshirts. We have them in
white and heather grey
with our logo in royal
blue in the corner.
They cost $20 and are
perfect for winter.
Show the world you are
proud to be a member of the 34th District
Democrats! The sweatshirts will be available at
the next meeting. If you are interested in a
t-shirt, or if you can’t make it to the meeting,
contact Sharon Henderson, 938-8125 or
henders7@msn.com.

Newsletter Mailing Party

We really could use your help mailing this
newsletter. It's easy, it's fun! And we really need
you. The next mailing party will be around 11:00
on Saturday, November 29. Call Jackie Dupras,
935-9683 if you can help.

District Reorganization

Every two years legislative districts in
Washington reorganize and elect new officers.
On January 14, the 34th District Democrats will
meet and PCOs elected in the August 19
primary will elect a new Chair, Vice Chair,
Second Chair, King County Committee men and
women and Alternates, and State Committee
Man and Women. All members will vote for the
offices of Secretary and Treasurer. Any member

Meeting Notices

West Seattle Democratic Women
Because the fourth Thursday this month is
Thanksgiving, this month’s meeting of the West
Seattle Democratic Women will be held on
November 20 at 11:30 at the West Seattle Golf
Course Clubhouse. Lunch is $10.00. This month’s
guest speaker is Sharon Mast, Washington State
Committeewoman to the Democratic National
Committee, who will describe her experience as a
Super Delegate. Officers for the next year will be
elected. The Nominating Committee is
recommending this slate of officers:

Chair—Karen Chilcutt

Vice Chair—Beth Grieser

Treasurer—Sandra Melo and Ann Martin

Secretary—Janis McSharry

Sergeant-at-arms—Mike Wald

Evergreen Democratic Club
The Evergreen Democratic Club will meet on
Tuesday, November 11 at 11:30 at Angelo’s
Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd in Burien. Lunch is
$12.00.

Fourth Thursday Democrats

This new discussion group finally has a name, and
it's one that is easy to remember. The next meeting
will be two days after the election, on Thursday,
November 6 at 11:30 at Daystar, across from
Westwood on Barton Street. Lunch is $7.00. The
discussion will be about winning back the White
House, we hope, and should be lively.

may run for any of these positions.
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Chair Report (continued from page 1)

We'll set up some kind of “open mike” at which
members can share their experiences of the
campaign, and their thoughts about what lies
ahead. We will be sure to have plenty of beer and
wine on hand.

A note about PCOs

When the dust settled from the primary election,
we had elected 150 precinct committee officers
who had filed for election. We added another 23
through the write-in process, but the state party
will not be recognizing them. State Chairman
Dwight Pelz explains that in the past, to be elected
a PCO, a candidate, whether on the ballot or a
write-in, needed 10 percent of the vote of the
highest Democratic vote getter in that precinct,
according to the Washington Democratic Party
charter.

Because PCOs under the Top two primary were
the only candidates on the ballot who ran with
party labels, Secretary of State Sam Reed ruled
that one vote was sufficient to elect a PCO. The
Democratic Party now says Reed had no authority
to make this change, because the existing state
law defers to the party’s charter.

The 34" District had 23 PCOs elected as write-ins.
Some had no idea they had even been on the
ballot. Some said “hell, no!” Some don't live in the
District. Some were unreachable by telephone.
Some were our incumbent PCOs who had
neglected to file, who have every intention of
serving, and some are new people who are eager
to serve.

We'll have to appoint those who want to serve, but
that can’t happen until February. Even so, our 150
elected PCOs out of 204 precincts is the second
highest number of total PCOs for a Legislative
District in King County, and probably second
highest in the state. Our percentage of precincts
filled, a whopping 74 percent, is the highest in
King County by a comfortable margin, and
probably the highest percentage in the state. That
is because the 36" District has 237 precincts. Our
neighbors in the 11" District filled 68 percent of
their precincts and are in “second place.”

Treasurer’s Report

Balance end of September ................ $28,421
October Revenues...........cccccceeeeeiiiinnnee. 1,032
October EXPeNnses ........cccuvveeeeeeeeiiiinnnn 1,656
Balance as of October 28 .................. $27,797

That should get the 34" off to a roaring start in
2009. Until such time, please come on November
12 prepared to celebrate our victories and discuss
the election, and let’s get ready for our Holiday
Party on December 10. We'll see you Wednesday
November 10 for all the democracy you can
handle.

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats
PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working

When they@e sleeping, we@ working."

KCDCC Report

KCDCC Chair, Susan Sherry, announced that for
the first time in a long, long time all Districts have
paid at least part of what was requested of them
by the County organization.

There will be no November meeting of the KCDCC
but their reorganization meeting will be on
Thursday December 6, 2008.

The 34" Dist. reorganization meeting will be on
Wednesday, January 14, 2009.

Dr. Bobby Virk told us that the taxicabs are
donating rides to the polls on Election Day. The
telephone numbers to call were not available at
that time, but check the County site (kcdems.org)
for those numbers.

David McDonald spoke on the complexities of the
PCO Elections. As explained elsewhere, to be
elected, a PCO had to get 10% of the number
voting for the person of that party getting the most
votes on the ballot. Since the Secretary of State
says there are no Democratic candidates on the
ballot, therefore one vote is enough. That decision
actually erects a big question about the legality of
the Top Two election system.

All our observer positions have been filled for this
election.

The Legislative Action Committee meets on the
3rd Sunday of each month. Plan to go to their
President’s Day in Olympia. Hear and meet with
the Governor and Legislators.

Robin Hess
King County Committeeman
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Button Maker’s Report

The 34th District Democrats became the proud
owner of a Tecra 225 Button Machine last April,
our button maker joined the Sign Painters Union
Local 1094, and we were in business. The main
purpose of this venture was not fundraising, but
outreach. Buttons get people to come to your
table and get them talking, and we want get our
message out. We had been selling buttons that
Suzie Sheary made for the West Seattle
Democratic Women, but Suzie is making a lot
fewer now. So we bought our own machine.

Our Outreach Chair Les Treall organized
volunteers for booths at nearly every festival in the
34th District, and we not only registered voters,
but we sold buttons. We also sold buttons at the
Farmers Market from the end of April through the
election. Our buttons aren’t fancy, but for a dollar,
people are willing to buy most anything with
Obama’s name on it, and they like our sayings.
Two of our best selling buttons came from
suggestions from our members. Susan Jenkins
suggested “Obama Mama”, and Chris Weiss
suggested—demanded— “Lazy Shiftless White
Men for Obama.” Interestingly, we sold more of
that button to women than to men. So if you have
any good ideas, send them to Jackie Dupras.

One advantage to making our own buttons is that
we can take advantage of recent news. People
were impressed that we had Obama-Biden
buttons the day after Obama announced Biden as
his choice as running mate. We had “That One”
buttons soon after the debate.

We had hoped to pay for all the expenses of
buying the machine, the union dues, etc., the cost
of which was around $1,000. In addition to

Sunday Alley Squatters at the
West Seattle Farmers Market

This is the fourth year we have had a table at the
West Seattle Farmers Market. We register voters,
sell buttons, recruit new members and chat with old
members and answer questions about what’s going
on in the 34th. Sometimes we even talk to
Republicans. We had a very nice conversation with
a Republican who grudgingly was voting for Obama.
He even bought one of our buttons, “It's my party
and I'll cry if | want to” with a picture of Lincoln.

We started four years ago on a street corner and
then moved to the sidewalk near the Alaska Street
entrance. When there was room, we set up in the
alley, and last year we had the same spot each
week. This year they set up a canopy for music in
our old spot, so we have to scramble for space, but
we usually find a spot in the alley.

We're Farmers Market Alley Squatters and we have
a nice community in our alley and we’ve gotten to
know our neighbors pretty well. Rex sharpens
knives and is always there with his wife Elizabeth.
The Kiwanis also have a spot selling coffee and
they sometimes lend their space to other community
groups. They have assigned spaces, unlike us
squatters. Arturo, another alley squatter, is a farmer
and businessman from Costa Rica who sells his fair
trade coffee. He loves to talk and you get a different,
perspective about our country from him. Chas
Redmond, Sustainable West Seattle, was there
most of last summer and hopes to be back next
summer if he has some help.

As bad as the weather was this summer, we were
never completely rained out, although we did have
to leave early a couple of times.

paying all expenses, we cleared over $1,500.
So it was not only an outreach success, it was
successful financially. This was an exceptional
year and you would have had to been asleep
not to have made any money with an election
like this one. Next year will certainly not be
anything like this year. Still, we should be able
to pay our button expenses.

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles
and letters to the editor are those of the
author and not necessarily those of the 34th
District Democrats or the Executive Board.
All letters are subject to editing for space
and content. Please keep to 300 words or

less. Photos and notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie
Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA
98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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Helen Daniel, left, and Jackie Dupras talking to a voter.
We were set up right by the annual zucchini races, where
kids decorate their zucchini, put wheels on, and then race
them down the chute, a pretty good use for a zucchini.

Photo by Ed Dupras
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Thursday, November 6, 11:30

First Thursday Democrats Lunch Meeting

Daystar, across from Westwood on Barton

Sunday, November 9
KCDCC Honors Party
Downtown Seattle Hilton

Tuesday, November 11, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

Wednesday, November 12, 7:00
34th District Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Thursday, November 13, 5:30—7:30

Dow Constantine’s 9th Annual 39th Birthday

Kells Irish Pub, 1916 Post Alley

Wednesday, November 19, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Thursday, November 20, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

Wednesday, November 26, 7:00
Burien Drinking Liberally
435 SW 153rd

Saturday, December 6, 9:00 a.m.
KCDCC Reorganization Meeting
PCOs—watch for Official Call

Wednesday, December 10
34th District Annual Holiday Party
The Hall at Fauntleroy

ZSarah Palin was asked a question by a third grader and she got it wrong.
She apparently still does not know what the vice president does ... She
says he or she runs the Senate. No, not in this country. You know | would
never accuse George Bush of being a bright man, but when he was
elected, at least he knew which building to show up to."

--Bill Maher
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