
Chairman’s Message 
 
Calling all PCOs: Nominating Convention 
 
The Supreme Court of the United States has upheld 
Washington’s “Top Two” primary, and as a result, 
Democratic Legislative District, County, and 
Congressional District  organizations will conduct 
nominating conventions for candidates who run to 
represent those jurisdictions. 
 
For us that means our state legislators. Senator Joe 
McDermott and Representatives Eileen Cody and Sharon 
Nelson are unopposed within the party for now, and 
therefore will be nominated to carry the party’s 
designation in the primary and general elections. 
 
None of that stops other Democrats from filing, but if they 
haven’t done so by now, they have little to no chance to 
prevail in this particular process. 
 
Elected and appointed Precinct Committee Officers will 
vote in this process, which we hope will not take very 
long, for we have a jam-packed agenda. According to the 
state party rules, the vote for precincts will be weighted in 
exact proportion to the number of delegates each precinct 
had at the 2008 precinct caucuses. If you remember, 
those were allotted on the basis of voter turnout in the 
2004 general election. 
 
Each PCO who attends will get a credential with the 
precinct name and the delegate total for that precinct on 
it. PCOs appointed at the May meeting will NOT vote in 
this process, as their applications must be approved by 
the County chair before their appointments are official. 
 
All PCOs should attend and participate out of respect for 
our terrific team of state legislators. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Meeting Notice 
May 14, 2008 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
Across from the YMCA 

 
Nominating Convention 
 
Nominations of candidates for State 
Senator and State Representative by 
Acting and Appointed Precinct 
Committee Officers 
 
Program 
Jim McIntire, candidate for State 
Treasurer 
 
Debi Srail, candidate for State Senate, 
28th Legislative District 
 
Suzanne Parisien, Monica Benton and 
Holly Hill, candidates for King County 
Superior Court 
 
Darcy Burner, candidate for  
U.S. House, 8th Congressional District: 
Responsible Plan 
 
Appointment of PCOs 
 
Endorsements 
Endorsements may be considered 
 
Potluck Snacks 
Potluck snacks would be greatly 
appreciated. 
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Forrest Smith—Young Democrat of the Year 
34th District member Forrest Smith and three 
of his classmates traveled to Vancouver to 
represent the Gonzaga chapter of the 
Washington State Young Democrats, where 
they endorsed Barack Obama for President. 
It was an easy choice because of the caucus 
results.  
 
While making the endorsement was the main 
goal of the convention, there was other 
business, including the naming of the Man of 
the Year, our own Forrest Smith, son of 
Michael Smith and grandson of PCO Beverly 
Smith. When receiving his award, Forrest 
said, “It means a great deal to me to be 
honored like this, but I certainly feel like there 
are many others in the organization who put 
in just as  much time and effort as I do to 
advance Democratic politics in our state.”  
The award is designed to honor those who 
made extraordinary contributions to the group 
over the past year. Congratulations, Forrest. 
You deserve it.   
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Here is Forrest at the 2006 King 
County Democrats annual picnic. He 
was campaign manager for Joe 
McDermott and Eileen Cody 
represented them at the picnic. 

Huge Attendance at 34th District Caucus 
But for the most part, it was a happy crowd. The total attendance was somewhere 
between 1100 and 1200.  A total of 999 delegates were seated, 741 for Obama and 
258 for Clinton.  In the 7th Congressional District, 35 delegates were elected for 
Obama and 12 for Clinton. In the 9th, three delegates were elected for Obama and 
one for Clinton, for a total of 51.  
 
We learned from 2004 that with that many delegates to be credentialed, it was going 
to take some time before we knew how the delegates would be allocated to each 

candidate, so we were more prepared. 
We  heard from several elected officials 
to fill the time, and we also opened it up 
to neighborhood groups.  
 
We tried something different this year by 
using nominating cards. There were so 
many people wanting to run for delegate 
we were afraid that people would still be 
at West Seattle High School making 
speeches when school started on 
Monday. The nominating cards whittled 
the list down and we had our list of 
delegates fairly early in the evening. 
Some districts had simply planned on not 

King County Democrats Convention 
A Big Thanks from the Credentials Chair 
The King County Convention was held in our district, at West Seattle High School.  
Gurine Nordby, Chair of the Credentials Committee for the King County Democratic 
Convention sent this message:  “Thanks the members of the 34th Legislative District 
who made an extraordinary contribution to making the Convention a success. They 
came early; they welcomed and worked throughout the convention; and they stayed 
late. A big thanks to all who helped!” 
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Enid Dolstad 
 

1929-2008 
 

Enid Dolstad, long-time Democrat, died of what 
she learned was “a strangely aggressive form of 
squamish cell skin cancer, on March 24,15 years 
to the day of when her husband Jack died  True to 
form, she continued many of her volunteer 
activities right up to the end. 
 
She loved the outdoors and joined the 
Mountaineers when she was still in high school. 
She climbed Mount Rainier twice, along with a few 
other Northwest mountain peaks, back in the days 
when it wasn’t something common for women, or 
men for that matter, to do. 
 
She graduated cum laude from Stanford in 1951 
and married Jack Dolstad that same year.  They 
spent their first summer together at the Sol Duc 
Ranger Station in Olympic National Park where 
Jack was a seasonal ranger. In 1952 they made 
their home on Vashon where Jack’s family had 
settled in the 1890’s.  
 
Enid and Jack were the first crew supervisors for 
the newly formed Student Conservation 
Association, and later worked as Co-Executive 
Directors. For fifteen years young people from all 
over went with them and their three children into 
the wilderness to repair trails, construct shelters 
and otherwise tend to the needs of the Olympic 
National Park. If you’ve walked a trail in that park, 
chances are you have been sheltered by or hiked 
on works that she and jack supervised. 
 
She was involved in many varied activities that 
included the Vashon Democratic Club, dancing, 
horses, sailing, and cats. 
 
Enid would remind you to cover up in the sun. 

   
Editorial Policy 

 
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and 
letters to the editor are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or 
the Executive Board.  All letters are subject to 
editing for space and content.  Please keep to 300 
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming 
events are strongly encouraged.  Mail to Jackie 
Dupras, 1920 – 46th SW, Seattle, WA  98116 or 
jdupras@quidnunc.net. 

Congressional  
District Caucuses 
The Congressional District Caucuses will be held 
on May 17, the 7th District Caucus at North 
Seattle Community College, and the 9th District 
Caucus at North Thurston High School in Lacy.  
 
Delegates or alternates elected at the district 
caucuses will elect  five female and four male 
delegates for a total of nine delegates in the 7th 
Congressional District, and three male and two 
female delegates for a total of five in the 9th 
Congressional District. Assuming all delegates 
elected at the district level show up and don’t 
change their candidate preference,  in the 7th 
Congressional District, 7 delegates will be for 
Obama and two will be for Clinton in the 7th. The 
count could change.  
 
There is an unprecedented number of people 
running for these positions this time around, 
perhaps in the hundreds. In recent memory the 
nomination had been sewn up long before this. 
This time there is still some excitement about 
which candidate will be the nominee. The votes 
actually mean something other than being 
symbolic. 
 
The delegates elected at the caucuses will go on 
to the Democratic National Convention in Denver. 
If you want to go but have not yet signed up, I’m 
afraid you’re out of luck. The deadline for filing 
was Friday, May 2.  
 
                                  

State Convention 
The Washington State Convention will be held in 
Spokane at the Convention Center the weekend 
of June 13 and 15.  While some delegates will be 
elected at the State Convention, the main 
business of the convention is the adoption of the 
State Platform and Resolutions.  
 
The Elections Committee of delegates elected at 
the Congressional Caucuses will elect two 
unpledged delegates from a list provided by the 
State Party Chair. Ten Party Leaders or Elected 
Officials (PLEOs) will be elected next. Seventeen 
at-large delegates and four alternates from 
anywhere in the state will then be elected. The 
deadline for filing  is 2:00 on June 10. 
 
Including the 51 delegates from the Congressional 
District Caucuses, the two unpledged delegates, 
the ten PLEO delegates and the 17 at-large 
delegates, the total is 80 delegates from the state. 
Add the 17 super-delegates and we have a total 
of 97 delegates to the Democratic National 
Convention in Denver. 
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May Activities 
 

Outreach  
There will be an Outreach Committee meeting at Les 
Treall’s home, 7020 18th Ave SW, J21 at 7:00 on March 
8. Anyone is welcome, and encouraged, to attend 
 

May 10 Voter Registration Day 
The 34th District Democrats will be holding a Voter 
Registration Day, in conjunction with the Obama 
Registration Campaign. This is not just for Obama 
supporters. It is for anyone who wants to make sure that 
all Democrats are registered so that they can vote in the 
next election. A couple of precincts will be selected 
based on the number of unregistered voters and the 
likelihood that they are Democrats. Ann Martin has 
offered her home for everyone to meet. Her address is 
3618 SW Orchard St, which is actually a dirt road. Turn 
to 36th from either Myrtle or Othello and look for what 
appears to be a long driveway. If you have any 
questions about the day’s events, contact Artemis 
OakGrove at nl34@comcast.net.  
 

White Center Spring Clean 
We have participated in this clean-up event for the last 
two years. We have painted kiosks, done gardening 
work, picked up the garbage and made White Center 
look like new. In appreciation, we were treated to lunch 
and entertainment. Last year we were entertained by the 
Rat City Roller Girls. For information on what’s 
happening this year, contact Les Treall at  
les.treall@gmail.com  
 

Pathfinder School Spring Clean 
For information on this event, call Leslie Harris at  
762-7476 or harrislsh@aol.com 
 

West Seattle Democratic Women 
The West Seattle Democratic Women are meeting at a 
different location this month. The May meeting will be 
held at 11:30 on May 22 at the West Seattle Golf Club at 
4470 35th Ave SW. There is plenty of parking. Lunch is 
$10.00.  For information, contact Ernestine Pearl-
Rosendale at e_drose@comcast.net or  
206-938-1568. 
 

WSDW, the Saturday Group 
The Saturday Group of the West Seattle Democratic 
Women meets on May 10. For location and program, 
contact Lynne Ingalls  at btrees@comcast.net 

 
Evergreen Democratic Club 
The next meeting of the Evergreen Democratic Club is 
at 11:30 on May 13 at Angelo’s Restaurant , 601 SW 
153rd. Lunch is $12.00 and includes salad, beverage 
and tip. This month’s speaker is King County 
Councilmember Julia Patterson. 
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Dow Constantine officiating at the grand 
opening of the 2008 season of the Water Taxi 
on April 27. Rides on the water Taxi were free 
all that day.  
 
The Water Taxi is now part of the King County 
Ferry System and will operate year-round 
beginning in 2010.   

Newsletter Mailing Party 
The newsletter will be mailed on either Friday 
May 30 or Saturday, May 31. The mailing is 
larger than it used to be and we are in 
desperate need of volunteers. If we do it on 
Friday, we will bribe you with pizza and beer. 
If on Saturday, a dessert, perhaps?  If you 
can help, call Jackie at 935-9683. 
 

Hospitality Chair 
The Hospitality Chair buys the wine and beer 
for the meetings and picks up the banquet 
permit at the liquor store. The chair also 
organizes the annual picnic in July. We have 
been having the same picnic every year, so 
there is really not much to plan, just buy the 
hot dogs and hamburgers and get the permit 
from the Parks Department. Call Ivan Weiss 
at 463-4647 if you are interested in this 
Executive Board position  
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But there’s more 
 
46th District Representative Jim McIntire, for years 
one of Olympia’s brightest Democratic lights in the 
areas of finance and revenue, is running for State 
Treasurer. Jim brings a wealth of experience and 
expertise to the job of managing the taxpayers’ 
money, and he’ll be telling us why he is the best 
candidate for the job. 
 
One look here http://tre.wa.gov/OST/keyfunct.htm at 
the functions of the Washington state Treasurer 
should indicate what an important position this is, 
and why there should be no such thing as a 
“downticket” election in the 34th district. 
 
The state will need all of Jim’s creativity, because 
every nickel will count in an environment of reduced 
revenue projections. Come prepared to ask Jim 
some hard questions; he’ll be well prepared to 
answer them. 
 
And a first for us 
 
The 34th District Democrats are rapidly gaining 
prestige as a player statewide, to the extent that for 
the first time, a Legislative candidate from another 
District has asked to introduce herself to us and ask 
us for our support. 
 
She’s Debi Srail, candidate for State Senate from 
the 28th District (SW Tacoma, Lakewood, University 
Place, Fircrest, Steilacoom, Dupont, and Fort Lewis. 
She is running against incumbent Republican Mike 
Carrell, one of the nastiest and most partisan right-
wingers in either chamber, but a relentless 
campaigner and a formidable opponent. 
 
Debi, a middle school teacher and active WEA 
member, is a true party soldier who ran for the 
House twice when the 28th was solid Republican. 
She has served as State Committeewoman and 
District chair. Her husband, John Srail, is the State 
Committeeman from the 28th. The Senate 
Democratic Campaign Committee has targeted this 
race, and we will have a chance to demonstrate our 
support for a fine candidate who could use a hand 
up, from Democrats who have one to give. 
 
And to top it all off . . . 
 
Darcy Burner, candidate for the U.S. House in the 
8th Congressional District, will update us on the 
progress of her “Responsible Plan to End the War 
in Iraq,” which got the endorsement of 42 
Democratic Congressional candidates, 38 in the 
House and 4 in the Senate.  
 
Darcy is outraising and outhustling incumbent 
Republican Dave Reichert, and adding staff 

members and supporters every day. The 
“Responsible Plan” is a prime example of the 
leadership we can expect Darcy to exercise in the 
House when, not if, we elect her in 2008.  
 
After the help we gave her in 2006, Darcy LOVES 
the 34th District Democrats! Come and greet her, 
and show her your support once again! 
 
See you Wednesday, May 14, for all the democracy 
you can handle. 
-- 
Ivan Weiss        Chairman, 34th District Democrats 
PO Box 860        http://www.34dems.org 
Vashon WA 98070   206-463-4647 
"When they©re working, we©re working 
When they©re sleeping, we©re working." 

KCDCC Report 
King County Chair Susie Sheary reported that the 
party platform is the best she’s seen in years at the 
King County Convention. There were 911 delegates 
seated at the convention, with 1200 to 1300 
attendees. 
 
Sixty-four new PCOs have been appointed since 
the last meeting. The 36th District has pulled ahead 
of us in the 34th District by 1%. The deadline for 
filing for PCO for the August primary  is June 6. 
 
The location for the 9th Congressional Caucus has 
been changed to North Thurston High School in 
Lacy. 
 
Barbara Mack, Holly Hill, Suzanne Parisien and 
Susan Amini spoke on their candidacy for King 
County Superior Court. 
 
41st District members Carol Friends and Lynn Allen 
gave a talk entitled “Why Organize at Precinct 
Level?” 
 
The 5th District is fielding multiple candidates for 
their district positions in Olympia. Phyllis Huster is a 
candidate for State Senate, and David Spring is a 
candidate for the House seat against Glenn 
Anderson. 
 
SaraJane Siegfried discussed how the KCDCC will 
handle endorsements this year.  KCDCC will 
endorse candidates after the legislative districts 
make their endorsements.  The candidates must 
either agree with the King County platform or take 
exception in writing when they submit their 
questionnaire, which is required for endorsement. 
 
There was a lengthy open forum on what went well 
and what went not so well at the caucus. 
 
              Laura Feinstein, KCDCC Representative 

Chairman’s Report  (continued from Page 1  
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The meeting was called to order at 7:00. After 
Representative Eileen Cody led the flag salute, 
the agenda, minutes of the last meeting and the 
treasurer’s report were approved. 
 
Ivan thanked the caucus volunteers and spoke 
about having a meeting to discuss what went 
right and what went wrong in order to prepare 
us for 2012.  
 
The White Center Food Bank needs volunteers. 
Contact Beth Grieser to sign up. 
 
Tim Nuse reported that there were nearly 100 
volunteers for the caucus and thanked all for 
their help and for the 1600 people who 
attended.  
 
Julian Wheeler of the Disabilities Caucus told us 
of an upcoming meeting of the Washington 
State ninth annual Youth Leadership Forum for 
Students with Disabilities from August 9 to 15 at 
Evergreen State College. 
 
Phil Talmadge introduced John Ladenburg who 
is running for Attorney General. Ladenburg will 
be an outstanding Attorney General. He 
promises to personally go into the courtroom to 
fight for the people. 
 
We heard from four candidates for Superior 
Court: Rebeccah Graham, Position 22, Regina 
Cahan, Position 22, Susan Amini, Position 1, 
and Barbara Mack, Position 37. 
 
Our legislators, Senator Joe McDermott, 
Representatives Eileen Cody and Sharon 
Nelson gave us a recap of the last legislative 
session.  
 
Joe McDermott said he has been asked about 
the change going from the House to the Senate. 
The committees are similar, only the Senate is 
more individualistic and each senator has more 
influence. One thing he misses about the House 
is the caucuses. There were caucuses for 
everything and Representatives worked 
together more than in the Senate.  
 
He is on the Education committee and 
discussed changes made to the WASL. Instead 
of the 10th grade math test, there will be a test 
at the end of each math course.  
 
The Domestic Partnership bill was expanded 
this last session to cover 170 more rights.  
 
A big win was passing the local option for 
publicly financed campaigns This will allow 

localities to pass their own public financing bills 
with voter approval. They had been prevented from 
doing this by State law.  
 
Eileen Cody reports that there were no major 
health care reform  bills because of the short 
session. The business community has ignored 
health issues. Planning sessions are in the works 
to show businesses the benefits of offering each of 
five plans with the hope that they will see that they 
might actually save money by participating.    
 
The bill on patient safety passed. Counselors will 
now have to have a license and a degree to 
practice. Currently there are no requirements.  
 
One disappointment is that the data mining 
pharmacy bill did not make it out of the House.  
 
Representative Sharon Nelson thanked us for 
sending her to Olympia. Both ends of the 520 
bridge plan were finally decided, but the problem is 
the one mile span over the water in the middle. 
Tolls will be used to pay for the bridge. 
 
Ferries have long term funding problems and are in 
crisis. Plans were drawn up to build new boats, but 
not new loading docks.   
 
The toxic toys bill passed and was signed.  
 
Maury Island was a disappointment, but Glacier 
might not even own the property where it is 
planning on expanding its gravel mine. Stay tuned. 
 
Several environmental bills passed but were 
watered down and could have been stronger. 
  
After the recap, we approved the purchase of a one 
year subscription to the Back Office data 
management software  
 
Bruce Bentley was appointed as PCO in  
SEA 34-1545. 
 
After Good of the Order, the meeting adjourned at 
8:57 to the Elliot Bay Brewery 
 

In Case You Missed Our Last Meeting . . . 

Treasurer ’s Report 
 

Balance end of March .............................$36,800 
April Revenue* ............................................8,197 
April Expenses ............................................3,692 
Balance as of April 30 ...............................41,305 
 
I Includes Legislative District Caucus Donations 



We Have A Button Machine! 
The 34th District Democrats are now the proud owner of a Tecre Model 225 Button Machine and 
Graphic Punch.   
 
We have been selling buttons at festivals and the West Seattle Farmers’ Market for several years and 
now we can make our own designs. These buttons are not just for fundraising. They are for outreach. If 

you have every tabled at a festival, you know that people will walk right 
by unless you have something interesting for them to look at. People love 
buttons and they not only get people to stop, they are great conversation 
starters.  
 
Like our newsletter, our buttons will have a union bug, only not the same 
bug. I am the 34th District Democrats Official Staff Button Maker and I 
have joined the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, Local 
1094 Sign Painters. I am authorized to put the bug on anything I make, 
including small numbers of flyers, sample ballots and so forth. Not the 
newsletter, though.  
 

But first of all, we need button designs. If there’s a slogan that you have been wanting to see on a 
button, send it to me. If you want to make your own design, 
that would be even better. I promise to at least attempt to 
make a button of any design or any idea I get as long as it 
will fit on a 2 1/4-inch button, is not beyond my capabilities, 
and is not grossly obscene. Send your ideas or designs to 
jduprs@quidnunc.net. 
 
                          Jackie Dupras 
 

  Phone  Address E-mail  
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JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS! 
�
Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, 
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA  98136-1879 
 
Name__________________________________________________ Phone____________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________Zip_________________ 
 
E-Mail_______________________________________ Occupation___________________________ 
 
Employer______________________  Address_________________________ City_______________ 
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act. 

Contributions are not tax deductible. 
 
Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January –December): 
____$15 Basic Dues        ____$3 Living Lightly         ____$25 Friend                ____$50 Sponsor                

____$100 Benefactor   ____$250 Sustaining    ____$500 Underwriter   ____$1,000  Endowment 
  
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:  
 
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do 
not want your information released, please check the box below. 
 
Do not release my:     Phone  Address E-mail  
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Thursday, May 8, 7:00 
Outreach Committee Meeting 
7020 18th Ave SW 
 
Saturday, May 10 
Voter Registration Drive 
 
Saturday, May 10 
WSDW The Saturday Group 
Call Lynn Ingalls for information 
 
Tuesday, May 13, 11:30 
Evergreen Democratic Club 
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd 
 
Wednesday, May 14, 7:00 
Monthly Meeting and Nominating Convention 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 
 

Saturday, May 17, 10:00 
Congressional District Caucuses 
 
Tuesday, May 20, 6:00 
Campaign Kickoff for Jim McIntire 
Olympic Sculpture Park Pavilion 
 
Wednesday, May 21, 7:00 
Executive Board Meeting 
7020 18th Ave SW 
 
Thursday, May 22, 11:30 
West Seattle Democratic Women 
West Seattle Golf Club 
 
Wednesday, May 28, 7:00 
Drinking Liberally in Burien 
Mick Kelly’s 435 SW 152nd 
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