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What now? Now we organize!

The caucuses were something, weren't they? Love them or hate
them, no one can deny that they energized Democrats all over the
34" District and beyond.

Our caucus attendance was 10,737. As far as we can tell, that was
fourth best of any LD in the state, trailing the 43", 36", and 46"

We raised about $29,000. As far as we know, that is No. 1 in the
state for any LD.

We added 640 new members in one day. Considering that our
membership reached an all-time high of 487 at the end of 2007,
that is a staggering total, and no LD in the state came close to
matching that.

We have Precinct Committee Officers for 86 percent of our
precincts. That percentage is No. 1 in the state. We can always
use more. One hundred percent is within reach.

A whole lot of people put in a whole lot of work to achieve those
totals, and we are grateful to everyone who helped. Heck, we're
grateful to people who just showed up and participated.

But guess what? That was the easy part. Now we have to organize
our precincts, and here is how.

Thanks to Bruce Stotler, copies of the sign-in sheets from the
caucuses are back in District hands. They contain the names of
the caucus attendees, and those people in each precinct who
signed up to be “community leaders.”

%34th District
OCI“tS

Meeting Notice

March 12, 2008
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program

Peter Goldmark, candidate for
State Lands Commissioner

Kim Prochnau and
Rebeccah Graham, candidates for
King County Superior Court

Discussion of Proposed Data
Management Software

Resolution Concerning a Universal
Health Care Plan (See Page 4)

Resolution Concerning the change of
name of High Point School (Page 7)

Potluck Snacks
Snacks are always welcome for the
social time before out meeting.

If you are a PCO, you need to pick these up from Jackie Dupras, jdupras@quidnunc.net or 206-935-9683.
We will have them at the March 12 meeting, but PLEASE DO NOT WAIT until then to get them.

If your PCO has not yet picked up the sign-in sheet for your precinct, please consider helping out and

getting it to your PCO.

Dues Are Due

Continued on Page 7

We have made it easy for you to pay your dues by In This Issue

enclosing an envelope and membership form. If you are LAC Day and Caucus Rundowns...... Page 2
wondering what envelope and form we are talking about, What's Next With Caucus.................. Page 3
you must have already paid your 2008 dues, and we Volunteers and Committees............... Page 4
thank you. These were not sent to paid members. We Monthly Meeting Updates.................. Page 4
have a record number of members and donations, but this | [ Health Care Resolution ..................... Page 5
is an important election and it costs money to get our Chuck Finney, In Memory................. Page 5
Demaocratic candidate for president elected, as well as February 13 Meeting ........cccccevvvveenne Page 6
Chris Gregoire and candidate in other important races. Treasurer's Report.........cocccvvveveeeennnne Page 6
Thank you for your generosity. Resolution on High Point School....... Page 7
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Legislative Action Day in Olympia, Presidents Day
Several members of the 34th District Democrats went to Olympia for Legislative Action
Day. After eating donuts and drinking coffee and visiting with Democrats from other

districts, we sat down for a box lunch

with our State legislators. Somewhere
between ten and fifteen of them came
by to talk to us about what they were
doing, but we ran out of time before all
were able to speak, including our
Senator Joe McDermott.

Our new State Representative was the
second legislator to speak, and not
surprisingly she spoke about the Maury
Island gravel pit. It was a surprise to
many of us to find that the mineral rights

of 80 acres of the property in question : :
did not belong to Glacier, but belonged Govemor Gregoire met with us and answered
to us, the taxpayers. When the State of JUestions.
Washington sold part of the Maury

Island site in the early 1900s, it retained

the rights to all minerals “of every name, kind or description.” Most of us think of gravel as
a mineral, but Glacier has taken the unusual position that gravel is not a mineral. What it
is, they don’t say. While we were meeting, the word came through that SB6777, clarifying
what gravel is or isn't, which was co-sponsored by Joe McDermott, had just been
approved by the Senate. It was close.

Photo by Ed Dupras

After our lunch with our representatives, we were visited by the Governor who spoke with
us and answered questions. All in all, it was a great day.

Caucus Report

Statewide, it was the biggest caucus — ever! — in the United States! And we certainly
did our part here in the 34th to make that happen. We had 10,737 attendees give or take
a few, which was more than double the attendance we had in 2004. And we thought
2004 was huge! We added 640 new members, bringing our total to nearly 900, and they
are still coming in. To put that in perspective, last year we had a record number of 487
members. And we made money, lots of it! We brought in close to $30,000, which we will
put to good use electing a Democratic President and making sure that Chris Gregoire is
still our Governor. No other district came close to bringing in that many donations or
memberships. The 34th District rocks!

There was so much energy and with
very few exceptions everyone had a
great time. One attendee spoke to me
about the feeling of community she
had while walking to her caucus and
seeing so many other people walking
to their caucuses. To see that much
enthusiasm for a political caucus was
truly inspiring.

We filled 1038 out of our 1045
delegate seats. The 34th District as a
whole went 70% for Obama and 28%  Precinct SEA 34-1417 met in a rather messy

for Clinton, and 2% Uncommitted. classroom. Somewhere in the background is the
Statewide, 62% for Obama, 31% for Mayor and his wife, Sharon.

Clinton and 1% Uncommitted. Photo by Bill Schrier




What's Next with the Caucuses and Conventions
Now that we’'ve elected our delegates to the 34th Legislative District Caucus, what's next?

34th Legislative District Caucus

The Legislative District will be held on April 5 at 10:00 at West Seattle High School, 3045 California Ave SW.
If you are a delegate or an alternate, you will receive an Official Call from us. If you have lost your Certificate
of Election, don’t worry. Your name will be on the list. It comes in handy if there are problems but we plan on
being perfect. We also plan on having all the Delegate Report Forms there just in case we aren’t. We will
elect 51 Delegates and 26 Alternates to the State Convention and to the Congressional Caucuses at this
caucus. If you are not a delegate or an alternate to this Caucus but would like to attend the State Convention
in Spokane and the Congressional District Caucus, you may be elected, but you may not vote.

King County Convention

If you were elected a delegate at your precinct caucus, you are a delegate for the King County Convention
as well as the 34th LD caucus and you will receive an Official Call from the Chair of the King County
Democrats. The King County Convention will be held on Sunday, April 13 at 2:00. This is a change from
the original date, which happened to be the First Day of Passover. The resolutions you forwarded to the King
County Democrats will have gone through the KCDCC Resolutions Committee and will be up for a vote at
the convention, as will the platform, time permitting

Congressional District Caucuses

Most of us are in the 7th Congressional District, but there are seventeen precincts from BUR 34-1057, BUR
34-0295 and BUR 34-0311 and south that are in the 9th. All Congressional District Caucuses will be held on
May 15. The 7th Congressional District Caucus will be held at North Seattle Community College, but a
location for the 9th has not yet been determined. Fifty-one delegates and nine alternates to the Democratic
National Convention in Denver will be elected throughout the state, meaning approximately five or six,
maybe more, delegates per district. Most of our delegates to the National Convention will be elected at
these Caucuses. These delegates will form the Election Committee at the Washington State Convention
where more delegates will be elected

Washington State Convention

The Washington State Convention will be held in Spokane. Resolutions and possibly the platform, time
permitting, will be adopted at the State Convention. The Elections Committee of delegates elected at the
Congressional Caucuses will elect two unpledged delegates from a list provided by the State Party Chair.
Ten Party Leaders or Elected Officials (PLEOSs) will be elected next. You probably don't fit this category.
Seventeen at-large delegates and four alternates from anywhere in the state will then be elected. If you are
not elected at the Congressional District Caucus, this is your last chance to go to Denver. Including the 51
delegates from the Congressional District Caucuses, the two unpledged delegates, the ten PLEO delegates
and the 17 at-large delegates, the total is 80 delegates from the state. Add the 17 super-delegates and we
have a total of 97 delegates to the Democratic National Convention in Denver.

The Question of the Alternate

Alternates have lots of questions. One question commonly asked is why bother going if you don’t get to vote.
If a delegate doesn’t show up and no alternate is there, the vote is lost. The number of delegates to the next
level is based on the number of delegate who vote for that candidate at the lower level. In other words, if all
of one candidate’s delegates thought one delegate didn’t matter and didn’t bother showing, they wouldn’t
have any delegates at the next level. That certainly isn’t going to happen, but one vote always matters.

If a delegate knows they cannot make it to the caucus, it would be a good idea to let the alternates know so
someone will be sure to be there, but it's not absolutely necessary. At the caucus, the alternate will sign in as
an alternate even if they know they will be seated as a delegate. None of the alternates will be seated until
after the first credentials report is read, and they will be seated in the order in which they are listed on the
Delegate Report Form, where they are in order by which one got the most votes.

Where to Get More Information

If you want to be a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in Denver, you need to work. The
WSDCC Executive Director, Jaxon Ravens, has done an excellent job of explaining how to go about it and
the whole process in general. Go to wa-democrats.org/delegate and you will find all kinds of useful
information.
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Volunteer and Committee

Newsletter Mailing Party

We have over 640 new members! Our newsletter
mailing list is a bit larger than it used to be, and we
could use more help with the mailing. Call Jackie at
935-9683.

Outreach Committee

The newly reenergized Outreach Committee will be
holding its first meeting on March 10 at 7:00 at the
Delridge Uptown Espresso near Andover. This will be
a brainstorming meeting. Contact Les Treall at 762-
0226 or les.treall@gmail.com.

34th Legislative District Caucus
The precinct caucuses are over, and now it's time to
start gearing up for the District Caucus, which will be
held at West Seattle High School. Again, we will need
people to help with sign in, people to help tally the
voting results, help with refreshments, greeters, and
many other duties. Call Tim Nuse at 226-4849.

Neighborhood Leaders

If you want to get out there and register your
neighbors who are eligible to vote but haven't yet
registered, talk to your PCO. If you don’t know who
your PCO is, call Jackie at 935-9683.

Garden Party Chair

The Garden Party and Auction will be held on August 8.
That might seem a long way off, but it's a lot sooner
than you think and the more that gets done early, the
more pleasant August will be. If you are interested, call
Ivan Weiss at 463-4647.

T-Shirt Coordinator

We already have Dina Johnson’s design, we know of a
good union shop that will make them for us, and we
have a catalog for picking out the shirts. What we

need is someone to pull all this together and sell them
at the meetings and any other place where 34th
District Democrats congregate. This is a fun job,
according to Jackie who did it in the past. If you are
interested, call lvan Weiss at 463-4647.

Membership Committee

Credentials are now required at every meeting, we
have a record number of people wanting to be
members, and new PCOs. This makes for a frantic
time before our meetings and Jackie needs help. If
you can arrive by 6:15 and can help signing members
in, call Jackie at 935-9683. Or, if you are interested in
being Membership Chair, assuming the Data
Management Software that is on this month’s agenda
is approved, it would make sense that whoever will be
doing the job next year be involved from the
beginning. Jackie is willing to help out.

Monthly Meeting Updates

West Seattle Democratic Women
The West Seattle Democratic Women will meet at
11:30 on March 27 at Daystar, across from
Westwood Village. The speaker has not yet been
announced. Lunch, including dessert and coffee, is
$7.00. Men are always welcome.

WSDW Saturday Group

The Saturday group of the West Seattle Democratic
Women will meet on March 8 at 3:00 at the High
Point Library meeting room. The agenda includes a
discussion and action on three bills before the
legislature: HB 1420/SB 5408, a bill to change the
rules so that checking Dem/Rep on ballot is not
necessary if voting one party; SB 6778, a bill to
allow same day voter registration and voting; and
HB 2142/SB 6622, which would provide legal
redress for targets of workplace bullying. In
addition, there will be a discussion and action on a
resolution stating preference for a primary over
caucus. The long-awaited bylaws and standing
rules will also be available. These same issues
were discussed at the February WSDW Lunch
Group meeting.

Evergreen Democratic Club

The next meeting will be on March 11 at Angelo’s
Restaurant at 601 SW 153rd. Lunch is $12.00 and
includes salad, garlic bread, coffee and tip. The
guest speaker will be King County Council Member
Dow Constantine.

Lost and found—Hearing Aid
A hearing aid was found at our last
meeting at The Hall at Fauntleroy. If
you are missing your hearing aid,
call Jackie Dupras at 935-9683 .

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or
the Executive Board. All letters are subject to
editing for space and content. Please keep to 300
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming
events are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie
Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.




RESOLUTION REGARDING A UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE

The United States is alone among industrialized
nations in not having a health care system. We pay
more per person for health care than any other
nation in the world, but our health ranks near the
bottom compared with other developed countries.

This proposed legislation will result in a health care
system based on what works instead of one based
on politics.

The following resolution, submitted by Henry
Perrin, will be considered at the March meeting of
the 34th District Democrats

Whereas: Universal Health Care is in the best
interests of the United States of America, it's
residents, and businesses; and

Whereas: Political gridlock limits the ability to
implement an effective Universal Health Care
Systems at the present time; and

Whereas: The opportunity exists to develop a
Health Care System based on pilot programs run
by states to determine what works best for the
country as a whole.

Therefore, be it resolved that the 34th District
Democrats supports the proposed legislation
entitled “How To Get Universal Health Care In
Eight Years” as attached to this resolution;

And be it further resolved that the King County
Democratic Convention will pass this resolution on
to the State and National Democratic Conventions
for adoption by these bodies.

Following is a summary of the proposed legislation:

In the first two years, five states will be selected for
health care pilot programs based on competitive
applications. Each state will choose what type of
health care system they want and will be
responsible for running the programs. There will be
only two requirements: the state must provide
some of the funding, and everyone in the state
must get health care. States with populations over
15 million will be excluded from this initial program
to control costs.

The five states will begin their programs during
years 3 and 4.

The federal government will complete an
assessment of the five pilot programs in the fifth
year. The five states will continue their programs
and continue to receive federal grants.

Funding will be expanded during years 6, 7 & 8 so
that by the end of the eighth year there is universal
health care in the United States. The final system
will be based on the year 5 assessment, and could
either be a single system run by the federal
government or multiple systems run by the states.

Rosemary Blackwell Elected
KCDCC Third Vice Chair

34th District Democrats member and PCO
Rosemary Blackwell was elected Third Vice Chair
at the last meeting of the King County Democrats.
Congratulations, Rosemary!

Charles Emory Finney

Chuck Finney was born in 1925

in Oakland, California, the eldest
of three boys. When he
graduated from high school a
war was going, so college had to
wait. He served from 1943 to
1945 as a lieutenant pilot in the
US Air Force. After the war he
attended Stanford before
graduating from San Jose State

in 1948. He was a Chartered Life Underwriter
(CLU), and worked with Mass Mutual for 55 years
as an investment broker. He was married to
Jocelyn Aylwin until her death in 1993. He married
Betsy Bell in 1997.

Chuck passed away on January 6 with his large
family with him to say goodbye. He had four
children, 17 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren, along with several nieces and
nephews and stepchildren.

Chuck was appointed Precinct Committee Officer
around a year ago when his wife Betsy, the former
PCO, found that she didn't have the time to do the
job justice. Chuck was enthusiastic about being a
PCO and working in the upcoming election, but he
became too sick to handle the job and resigned.
He closed his letter of resignation with these

words, “May God bless the ass-kicking 34th.” We
will miss him.
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If You Missed the February 13 Meeting, Here’'s What Happened

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. After
the minutes, agenda and treasurer’s report were
approved, Ivan asked for first time attendees to
raise their hands and introduce themselves. He
then introduced all the e-board members and
asked that new members visit our website, as it is
the most content-rich Democratic website in the
state. All officer information is on the website.

Angela Henry at the state party office needs help
with data entry every day in four hour shifts from

8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. any day of the week. Call

her at 583-0664.

Tim Nuse spoke about what a great, successful
event the caucuses were. More about that on the
second page of this newsletter.

Terry Sullivan of Washington Public Campaigns
reports they finally they have a success. Joe
McDermott sponsored the local option bill in the
House and it passed both houses. While the House
and Senate bill are exactly the same except for the
bill number, they need to decide which one the
Governor will sign. This bill would put back what
was taken away from us by the Public Disclosure
Act and allow localities to offer public financing of
campaigns by a vote of the people.

Steve Karbowski, Chair of the Leadership
Development Committee, stated the goals of the
committee: defining roles of e-board, developing
leadership strategies and identifying 34th District
values.

Tim Nuse spoke about what happens after the
caucuses. We are going to register all who are
eligible to vote but have not yet registered. We are
looking for neighborhood leaders and volunteers to
help PCOs knock on every door in their precincts.

We need to order more t-shirts to attend public
events. Anyone want to volunteer to coordinate
this? Dina Johnson has already made a design that
simply cannot be improved, so the hard part is
done.

In our enthusiasm to elect Ann Martin Second Vice
Chair last month, we neglected to notice that, while
the position of First Vice Chair was advertised in
the newsletter as required by our bylaws, the
position left vacant by Tim Nuse’s move to First
Vice Chair had not. Tim nominated Ann, it was
seconded, and she was elected again by
acclamation.

The appointment of Steve Karbowski, Les Treall
and Sarah Earl as Outreach Co-Chairs was
approved by the membership.

John Kennedy presented a resolution to the
membership asking for minimum wage for jury duty.
He said it should be self evident. Chris Arkills spoke
against it. He said that there is no pot of money to
increase the pay of jury members and it would cost
the taxpayers over $5 million. Over half of jurors turn
back the money to their employers anyway. He
made a motion to table. Robin Hess asked if this was
out of order to end a speech with a motion. The
parliamentarian ruled in favor of the motion. The
motion to table was approved 72 to 15.

Maria Ramirez and Pablo Lambinicio presented a
resolution asking for more community input into the
merger of Sealth High School and Denny Middle
School. Chris Porter spoke against the resolution
saying that we needed more information. Leslie
spoke for, asking what would be done with the Denny
property. Alix Pye spoke against, saying we would
lose out on 29% of funds to scrap what is there and
to start again. Who is going to pay for this? Ann
Martin moved to table. The motion was ruled out of
order because discussion had ended. The motion
was approved 42 to 41.

Joe Mitter asked whether the District could pay
postage for PCOs to contact caucus attendees
informing them of our next meeting and seeing what
they want to do to help.

We appointed eight new PCOs: Marcia Berenter,
SEA 34-1454; Dorsol Plants, SEA 34-1249; Duane
Hobbs, Salmon Creek; Stephen Dagadakis, SEA 34-
1461; Aaron McCartney, SEA 34-1513; Chris Porter,
SEA 34-1520; Sabra Schneider, SEA 34-1538;
Barbara Miller, SEA 34-3264.

In New Business, Harry Arthur asked if the 34th
District could consider printing membership cards. It
was decided to have the e-board take this up.

In Good of the Order, Keith Weir told us that his
union has been working without a contract for the last
nine months and asked us to tell the School Board
and County to get off their butts to get this done.

After putting away the chairs, we adjourned to the
Elliott Bay Brewery

Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of January 31 ............cccveeeene $16,0002
February Revenues *..........ccccovvvvveeeevscnnnen, 29,553
February EXpPEnses * .......ccccoccvvvveeeeesiiinnnnn, 10,441
Balance as of February 28......................... $35,114

*Includes February 9 Caucus Revenue
and Expenses




Chairman’s Report (continued from page 1)

PCOs should be meeting with community leaders
and other interested Democrats in their precincts
ASAP, to assign areas within the precincts for
volunteers to canvass. If your PCO has not
contacted you, please contact your PCO, and
please ask to have a precinct meeting very soon.

The canvassing should determine which addresses
are not in the state party’s VoteBuilder database,
and who might not be registered at the addresses
that are in the database. Volunteers then can
register unregistered voters, or have new residents
fill out registration forms with changes of names,
and updated addresses or phone numbers.

The state party should have data from the 34™
district’s sign-in sheets entered sooner than later,
because our paperwork was better organized than
most Districts’ were. Some PCOs who have gotten
their sign-in sheets haven't waited and have
entered their own data. Some have begun to
organize their precincts already.

This is not just an exercise in voter registration and
voter identification (who is a Democrat?). Although
thousands of voters in the 34™ attended our
caucuses, tens of thousands didn’t. Canvassing
our precincts gives us the chance to reconnect with
them, and to organize them. Volunteers from
precincts that have identified and registered all
their voters can then help out in our 29 remaining
precincts that do not have PCOs.

In most cases, we’ll be doing this on a street-by-
street basis in each precinct. In areas where there

are secure apartment buildings, we’'ll be looking for
caucus attendees from those buildings to help us
there. They might already have signed up to be
community leaders; otherwise we’ll be calling them
and asking for their help.

It's just the beginning. Please feel free to call me
for help; we’ll have plenty of material available for
you as the campaign progresses.

Meet a great Democrat

One statewide race that is absolutely vital to the
34™ District is the race for state Commissioner of
Public Lands. Get to meet our Democratic
candidate, Peter Goldmark, at our March 12
meeting.

The 34™ “maxed out” in contributions to Peter in his
unsuccessful campaign for the House seat in the
Fifth Congressional District in 2006. Lands
Commissioner is a position for which Peter’s
background and experience suits him admirably.

Lean more about his background and positions at
http://www.votepetergoldmark.com/. Let’s give him
a rousing 34" District welcome on March 12, and
show him what “All the Democracy you Can
Handle” looks like. See you then.

Ivan Weiss  Chairman, 34th District Democrats
PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working

When they@e sleeping, we@e working."

Resolution Concerning Renaming of High Point Elementary School

WHEREAS, High Point Elementary School is the
historical name of the school most closely
associated with the High Point Housing Project;

WHEREAS, many in the community have gone to
High Point Elementary School in the past and
have, therefore, a personal connection to the
school;

WHEREAS, the closing of Fairmount Park
Elementary School resulted in the merging of the
two elementary schools into a single facility at High
Point;

WHEREAS, the renaming of High Point
Elementary School appears to have been
accomplished without adequate notice or input
from the surrounding community;

WHEREAS, renaming High Point Elementary
School as West Seattle Elementary School creates
substantial confusion because there is already a
West Seattle High School;

WHEREAS, there are no other duplicate names
among the schools in the Seattle School District;

WHEREAS, the historical method of naming
schools and community centers located in close
proximity is to use the same name, e.g., High Point
Elementary School and High Point Community
Center or Montlake Elementary School and
Montlake Community Center;

WHEREAS, there is no desire to disenfranchise
students, parents, teachers, or the community from
either schoal,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the 34th
District Democratic Organization urges the Seattle
School District to initiate discussions with the
community to establish a mutually acceptable
renaming, if necessary, of High Point Elementary
School including at a minimum notice to residents,
teachers, parents, and students of High Point and
Fairmount Park Elementary schools (aka, West
Seattle Elementary School).
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Saturday, March 8, 3:00
WSDW Saturday Group Meeting
High Point Library

Tuesday, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club Meeting
Angelo’s Restaurant 601 SW 153rd

Wednesday, March 12, 7:00
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, March 15, 5:30—7:30

Jim McDermott’s Annual

Celebrating Our Roots Potato Festival
Town Hall Seattle, 8th & Seneca

Saturday, March 15
Pacific County Democrats Annual Crab Feed
South Bend Washington

Wednesday, March 19, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room

Tuesday, March 25, 7:00
KCDCC Monthly Meeting
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Wednesday, March 26, 7:00
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, March 27, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
Daystar, Across from Westwood Village

Saturday, April 5, 10:00
34th District Caucus
West Seattle high School

Sunday, April 13, 2:00
King County Convention
Machinists Hall

Saturday, June 14
Washington State Convention in Spokane
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