$ #

V(‘% >4th District

Demccats

*
s Chairman’s Message Meetinq Aq enda

p o
#

%

$ %

) % We don’t always pick and choose June 11, 2008
. # When the City of Seattle on May 6 offered four potential sites for 6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
TS a potential new city jail that would hou_se misdeﬂ:ne_an(_)r The Hall at Fauntleroy
.S offenders, residents of Highland Park in the 34™ District, whose 9131 California Ave SW
5 neighborhood co_ntaineo! one of the sites and was close to Across from the YMCA
L another, sprang into acton. ...\ ____.
$ _ o o ] 6:15 Prior to the meeting, Artemis
$ 4 With the help of 347 District Democrats activists Dina Johnson, | 0akGrove will lead a training session
» Precinct Committee officer in SEA 34-1250, and her husband on voter registration
L Blair, immediate past chair of the Highland Park Community | . ___.
g Association, residents formed the Highland Park Action 7:00 Call to Order, Chair and Vice Chair
o Committee. Reports

s Residents met with City of S_eattle officials May 19 at Highland 7:20 Steve Sundquist
& Park Improvement Club to discuss the proposal. West Seattle
/ " Blog chronicled the meeting, which sparked a lengthy exchange | 7:35, Jim Rogers, Jean Rietschl and

% 1 ’ of comments. Tim Bradshaw—candidates for Superior
ot _ _ _ o o Court

The Action Committee set up a Web site, which is organizing
% opposition to siting the jail in Highland Park, and has asked for 7:45 Discussion of Highland Park jail

s ') agenda time at the June meeting of the 34™ District Democrats siting issue
0) ) to inform our members and ask for support.

P ] _ _ 8:15 Appointment of PCOs
&, We don't always pick and choose issues around which to
2 “ organize. Our neighbors don’t always respond to our “pitch” no 8:25 Old business, new business and
§ 4 matter how relevant we try to make it. People organize for their good of the order

own reasons, and in their own time and their own way.
Resolution concerning re-empowering

s 5% 2w We are here to help our communities organize. It's more than the FDA (Page 4)

f 222 just electoral politics, or a neighborhood cleanup, or attending
2, an annual fgr_ld@ser. Those are great. We_need to continue that | Motion to donate $1,000 to Washington
2 kind of participation. But sometimes our neighbors will drive the | pyplic Campaigns

~+

agenda, and this is one of those times.

)y o o _ _ Endorsements may be considered
The city will have to put that jail somewhere. If it ends up in

s - Highland Park after all efforts to stop that fail, we want Highland | 9:00 Adjourn to Elliott Bay Brewery

&3 Park, a growing part of the 34" District, to be in the strongest
f& * possible negotiating position.
/ $
4 #$
P The format of the discussion at our meeting is still developing as
$ H )
$ # 4 this newsletter goes to press. We'll try to keep you updated on .
s 56 the Web site. ~In This Issue
% >, Congressional Caucus Page 2
5 Last call for PCOs to file Outreac_h, Meetings, T-Shirts Page 3
B ) Candidates for election as Democratic Precinct Committee Resolution on FDA Page 4
N officers have until Friday June 6 to file for election with King KCDCC Report _ Page 5
Vg County Records and Elections. Forms (and the $1 filing fee) Mailing Party Organizer Page 5
2 must be in the hands of the county, regardless of postmark, by | Minutes of Last Meeting Page 6
4:30 PM Friday. Election Observers Page 6

(Continued on page 7)
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Chris Porter and Nick Bordner

Are Going to Denver

Out of nine delegate positions, seven for
Obama and two for Clinton, two are from
the 34th District. Chris Porter and Nick
Bordner were both elected delegates for
Obama. Kimber McCreary came close to
being elected delegate for Clinton, but
she was shy just a few votes.

Chris Porter almost didn’t make it to the

finals. There was a three-way tie for the

sixth place, which was settled by a coin

toss. Chris won the coin toss and is one
of three male Obama delegates going to
Denver. It was his lucky day.

Chris became a PCO after he was
recruited by Lisa Plymate to chair his
precinct caucus. He did such a good job

Chris Porterwinning the coin

of that that Lisa thought he’d make a good PCO, and she was right.

Nick Bordner making his
30 second speech

Nick Bordner was probably the youngest
delegate elected. He is a high school
senior graduating from Vashon High
School this spring. Next year he will be
studying at Pomona College in
California. Nick is now a member of the
34th District Democrats and we hope he
will be an active member

It was a long day that started out with a
nominating convention for the 7th
Congressional seat. Jim McDermott won
the nomination almost unanimously.
There was a lone “no” vote. Well,
nobody’s perfect.

Each candidate for delegate to the national convention was given a
number selected at random, and that was the order for the lineup for the 30
seconds they were given to state their case why they should go to Denver.
Thirty seconds isn’t a very long time to speak, but there were a lot of
candidates. Close to 400 people signed up, but quite a few of them either
withdrew, or simply didn’t show up. Even so, there were quite a few
speeches. There was so much enthusiasm that the time went fast. There
were six finalists for male delegate for Obama and eight for women. The
delegates were elected from those finalists. Congratulations to all the
delegates, with a special congratulations to Chris and Nick.
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Get Your 34th District
T-Shirts and Sweatshirts Now

Two years ago we sold
t-shirts with Dina
Johnson’s Kickin’
Donkey design. We sold
a lot of those and ran out
of the most popular
sizes. They're back again

and will be available at the June 11 meeting. This

time around a pale gray shirt will be

available as well as white. In

addition, a women'’s style

shirt with the same logo that

is in the newsletter will be

available. These will be in white

or light blue with the logo in royal blue. THESE T-

SHIRTS WILL NOT SHRINK, unlike the ones we

sold two years ago, a common complaint.

Thank you to Sharon Henderson for taking charge
of this.

Legislative Action Committee

And Congratulations, lvan

Both co-chairs of this committee have resigned to
run for State Representative, Scott White in the
46th, and Tina Orwall in the 33rd. So, our very own
Ivan Weiss was appointed co-chair along with
SaraJane Siegfriedt. Congratulations, Ivan. We
know you will bring the same enthusiasm and
humor to this committee that you've brought to this
district.

The next meeting will be on Sunday, June 8 from
2:00 to 4:00 at the Burien Library, 14700 Sixth Ave
SW, featuring Senator Jim Mcintire, candidate for
State Treasurer, and Senator Margarita Prentice.

Evergreen Democratic Club

The Evergreen Democratic Club will meet at 11:30
on June 10 at Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd.
Lunch is $12. The guest speaker this month is
Jennifer Shaw from the ACLU

West Seattle Democratic Women
The West Seattle Democratic women are now
meeting at the West Seattle Golf Club, 4470 35th
Ave SW. There is plenty of parking. The next
meeting is on June 26 at 11:30. Lunch is $10.00.
For information, contact Beth Grieser at 938-5706
or Peggy Abby at pabby@comcast.net. The
WSDW also has a Saturday Group for women who
cannot attend the midweek lunch meetings. For
information, contact Lynne Ingalls at
btrees@comcast.net.

Outreach Events

The 34th District Democrats have a busy summer
planned . We will march in parades in several of
these events, and at others we will have a table
registering voters, selling buttons, recruiting new
members and just talking about the 34th District
Democrats and politics in general. There is one
clean-up event on the list this weekend, and there
may be more coming.

Call Les Treall, Outreach Chair, at 948-5423 for more
information or to volunteer.

Outreach Committee Meeting

7:00 on Thursday, June 5

The committee will meet at Les Treall's home at 7020
18th Ave SW, J21.

West Seattle Farmers Market

Sunday, 10:00-2:00

This is an ongoing event up until election day, unless
it rains. Call Jackie Dupras, 935-9683 if you are
interested in being part of this.

Greenbelt Clean-up

Saturday, June 7, 10:00—1:00

This event is organized by the Nature Consortium
and Democrats Work. Meet at Pigeon Point Park
behind Cooper Elementary School, 1901 SW
Genesee.

Burien Strawberry Festival

Saturday, June 28

We will have a table at this festival in conjunction with
the 33rd District.

Burien Fourth of July Parade

Friday, July 4, 11:00

We will march with our elected representatives in this
short parade that has always been lots of fun.

West Seattle Junction Festival

July 11, 12 and 13

Volunteers are need for several shifts throughout the
day.

Vashon Strawberry Festival
The Grand Parade is on Saturday, July 12
Another fun parade with an enthusiastic crowd.

West Seattle Hi-Yu Parade

Saturday, July 19

We will march with our elected representatives in this
slightly longer parade. The parade starts near
Lafayette School and ends in the Alaska Junction.

Alki Art Fair
July 26—27
We will have a table at this event.
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A Resolution to Re-Empower the FDA and Permit Citizen
Lawsuits Against Drug Companies That Falsify Data

The following resolution, presented by PCO Lisa
Plymate, will be considered for approval at our
June meeting:

WHEREAS pharmaceutical companies are
responsible for presenting accurate information
to the public and to the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) regarding possible harmful
side effects of their products; and

WHEREAS Johnson and Johnson obscured
evidence that its Ortho Evra birth control patch
delivered substantially more estrogen than
standard birth control pills, to a level exceeding
that allowed in pills; and

WHEREAS increased levels of estrogen are
known to be associated with higher risks of blood
clots; and

WHEREAS more than 3000 women and their
families have sued Johnson and Johnson,
asserting that users of the patch experienced
heart attacks, strokes, lung clots, and in 40
cases, death; and

WHEREAS Johnson and Johnson is claiming in
court that it cannot be sued by these plaintiffs on
the basis of “pre-emption,” arguing the company
is not liable because the FDA approved the
patch; and

WHEREAS the FDA no longer has the funding or
the manpower to adequately regulate drug
companies; and

WHEREAS lawsuits have provided oversight of
drug safety when the FDA has not, including suits
over the now-withdrawn pain pill Vioxx, the diabetes
medication Rezulin, and several antidepressants,
among others;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the federal
government must reinstate the regulatory powers of
the FDA by increasing their funding and expertise to
levels needed to perform their duties; and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
said duties should include the ability to critically
analyze data and to penalize companies which fail
to follow agency rules without fear of reprisal; and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
drug companies that hide or distort negative data
relating to their products should be liable in a court
of law, regardless of prior FDA approval. The
doctrine of pre-emption does not permit
misrepresentation of facts; and

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that we
request that our Congressional Delegation do
everything in their power to help enact legislation to
support this resolution.

First Annual Sustainable West Seattle Festival

Outreach Registered 38 Voters

Volunteers registered 38 voters at the Sustainable West Seattle Festival, the first of many 34th District

Democrats’ outreach event of the season. A list of these
events is on Page 3.

Backbone’s Polar Bear Made a Visit
Well, it had been cold spring, but really, not that cold.
And the day of the Sustainable West Seattle Festival
was really quite nice. The bear had been in West
Seattle the week earlier for the opening of the West
Seattle Farmers’ Market, and it had made it's debut the
week before on Vashon, The Backbone Campaign is
known for it's imaginative puppetry. We've all been to
marches and festivals where the backbone, built much
like a Chinese dragon, has been the highlight, and the
Chain Gang, consisting of Condi, Karl, Dick and Rummy
has shown up too. The polar bear is a break from the
usual. He is to remind us of the dangers of global
warming and the fact that he might not exist unless
something is done.

Backbone’s polar bear strolling across the street
in West Seattle

Photo courtesy of West Seattle Blog



Report from the May Meeting of the King County Democrats -

Chair Suzy Sheary announced several opportunities
for Democrats to become involved in their
communities. Go to the calendar at kcdems.net/ to
find our more.

The Chair thanked those who participated in the
Chehalis River Valley Farm Flood Relief. Our own
Ivan Weiss and Les Treall volunteered that day.

Two Superior Court candidates spoke: Barbara
Mack (Pos. 37) and Rebecca Graham (Pos. 22).
Both have impressive qualifications and spoke
regarding the Legal Technician Rule which allows
people to who don’t qualify for legal aid to still get
affordable legal help. One can call 2-1-1 for more
information. This is an important change that will
improve access to the justice system.

David Spring, a candidate for State Representative
Pos. 2 in the 5™ District, spoke in support of
restoring educational funding.

Randy Dorns gave a spirited speech regarding his
candidacy for Superintendent of Public Instruction.
He has been a teacher, principal and coach in SE
Pierce County for many years.

Sharon Mast introduced Terry Bergeson. Currently
Washington state is first in the nation in SAT scores.
She spoke of huge improvements in schools in
Othello and Spokane where there are large
immigrant populations. The state has hired a new
testing contractor to implement changes in the
WASL but the test is here to stay. She supports
skilled trade and technical programs in partnership
with apprenticeship programs

Tina Orwall running for State Representative in the
33rd district announced her nomination and
endorsement by the 33rd District, WEA, State Labor
Council and the League of Conservation Voters.

The treasurer’s report finds $3,270 cash on hand.

The KCDCC May report on 2008 Caucus and
Convention findings was released. Volunteers were
selected to work on a task force at the State Party
level with representatives from across the state to
begin discussion and improvements necessary for
the 2012 cycle.

Rob Dolin, Vice Chair for Communication
Committee, gave a report on updates to the
website. More active blog, community calendar (can
submit a webform to post activity to calendar), maps
of every precinct in county now available, and
candidate questionnaires are posted. This
committee seeks participants. Contact Rob at kc-
dems@wuxx.com for info.

. . $
A resolution was amended and passed supporting (%

public ownership of electrical energy infrastructure y
which came as a response to the proposed ((<
acquisition of Puget Sound Energy by an out-of- %{
state corporation. o K
&)
Marcee Stone, King County Committeewoman . &&&
3 &
. )&
Garden Party Auction Items Dy 07 %
&
and Volunteers Needed , S
The Garden Party, our biggest fundraiser, is &

coming up, August 8. In order for it to be a success
we need donations from you of items to sell at both
the live and silent auction. Maybe you're a good
cook. Consider donating a dinner, your house or
theirs. Or maybe a dessert, at the party or a
certificate for later. Maybe you know of a local
business that you think would be willing to donate
an item or a gift certificate. Call or e-mail Tyler
Smith at tjiss64@gmail.com or 856-7781.
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We Are In Desperate Need of

2
2

Some Kind Person to i)#izz
Organize Our Mailing Parties 5 ?,
because | am simply not very good at it. Part of the * ,2
problem is that the mailing parties always come 2 22 4
right after the newsletter is printed, which does not . 25
give me much time to take the check to the post 32,7

office, make sure that the mailing list is up to date,

2
print labels and clean up my tiny dining roomsoas )2 22#
not to embarrass myself too much. 2,
2
2
The mailing parties can be Friday evening or b . %2

Saturday morning, and if all else fails, our bylaws ") 2
allow us to mail the newsletter on Monday, butwe  § 2%
prefer to do it earlier. | plan on attending the mailing 7 2,
parties so you don’t need to know post office rules 2
or how to handle a mailing. We need someone to 52
learn how if | am not there, and to organize 2
volunteers and If your house is small like mine, we

can always reserve a meeting room at one of the 222
libraries. Call Jackie Dupras (935-9683) if you are 3
interested in doing this. 0

| couldn’t do the mailing for this newsletter which $ % ) #
meant that we had to have the Renton Printery do )

the folding and collating for us, which doesn’t come

free. Well, except when my 95-year old Aunt )
Helen, my pal since | was in my 20’s, died in March. .

The Renton Printery collated and folded the '
newsletter for us at no charge because her funeral
happened to be the same day the newsletter ' 4o
needed to be mailed. It was greatly appreciated. 8

Still, it seems sad for an all-volunteer organization

to pay someone else do what we should be able to

do ourselves.

Jackie Dupras
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Minutes of May 14 Meeting of 34th District Democrats

The meeting was called to order by Chair lvan
Weiss at 7:01 PM.

Senator Joe McDermott led the flag salute.

The agenda, treasurer’s report, and minutes of the
April meeting were approved.

Weiss reminded Precinct committee Officers and
would-be PCOs that PCO filing forms are available.
He advised members of the benefit On May 15 at
the Hall at Fauntleroy for the West Seattle Helpline,
the King County Democrats’ Legislative Action
Committee meeting at the Burien Library on
Sunday, June 8, and the joint campaign fundraiser
for Lands Commissioner Peter Goldmark and State
Rep. Sharon Nelson at the Land Trust Building on
Vashon on Sunday, June 8.

In his report, First vice chair Tim Nuse reminded
that there is a debrief on the 34™ District precinct
and legislative district caucuses scheduled for
Sunday, May 18 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at High Point
Library. Comments may be emailed to Sarah Earl at
artemisonsite@comcast.net.

The Democratic nominating convention for the 34th
Legislative District was held. All three candidates
were elected by acclamation as follows: State
Senate - Joe McDermott; State Representative,
Position 1 - Eileen Cody; and State Representative,
Position 2 - Sharon Nelson. No other candidates
were nominated.

Candidates for various offices spoke including: Jim
Mcintire, candidate for State Treasurer; Debi Srail,
candidate for State Senate, 28th Legislative District;
candidates for King County Superior Court -
Suzanne Parisien, Monica Benton, and Holly Hill.

Darcy Burner, candidate for US House, 8th
Congressional District, spoke about her
"Responsible Plan to End the War in Irag." Sixty-
two candidates and 50,000 individuals have
endorsed the plan, which is based on the following:
there is no military solution; we want to minimize
casualties; control of Iraq should be returned to
Iragis; as we leave, we need to stabilize the country;
and we must minimize US security risks. The costs
of the war are startling at $2 billion per

Treasurer’s Report

Balance end of April ..........ccceeeviieene $41.305
May ReVeNUE .........cccccevvvevviieiieieeeeeeeeeee 872
May EXPENSES ......ccvvvvvvieeiieieiieeieeeeeeeeeeeens 5,409
Balance as of May 27 ........cccccccevveeene $36,768

congressional district across the country, or $45,000
per 4-person family. Read the plan® first 15 pages
to get the essence of the document.

Donna Christensen Salcedo was appointed as PCO
in precinct BUR 34-0699

During new business, a motion was made,
seconded and passed to authorize the expenditure
of $900 on District T-shirts.

Endorsement motions also were entertained. The
following endorsements for the noted offices
passed:

Perter Goldmark, Washington State Lands
Commissioner

Christine Gregoire, Washington State Governor
Jim Mclntire, Washington State Treasurer

Darcy Burner, US Representative, 8th
Congressional District

John Ladenburg, Washington State Attorney
General

The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Ann Martin

Democratic Observers
Wanted

Have you ever wondered how handling of ballots
really happens at the King County Elections
Office? If you are interested in serving as a paid
Democratic observer, this is your opportunity to
work on pre-election processes, election day and
continuing processes, and post election processes.
You are paid $8.07 per hour to watch the ballot
processing at two locations, either the King County
Elections Office at 919 SW Grady Way in Renton,
or the Election Distribution Center at 1215 East Fir
Street in Seattle.

If you have not worked as an observer before, you
will be asked to complete paperwork including an
employment eligibility verification form required by
the Department of Homeland Security. Call Ann
Martin at 206-935-4693 if you are interested in
working in an observer position for either or both
the primary (August 19) or general (November 4)
elections.

Ann Martin



Chair Report (continued from Page 1)

We have been asking, pleading, cajoling, and hounding our members to file for PCO. If you still haven't
done so, please mail your forms and the $1 (remember, you can’t fax a dollar bill) to the county, and
PLEASE let Jackie Dupras or me know that you have done so.

We are likely to have a record number of elected PCOs this time. That will be a great source of pride, and
an essential building block for this organization, and we want all of our 206 precincts filled. Please call
Jackie or me if you are interested, but by the time you read this, time will be getting short.

2 members step up
Please congratulate and offer to help Dorsol Plants, PCO in SEA 34-1249, who is our new hospitality
chair, and Tyler Smith, who will be our Garden Party coordinator for 2008.

Dorsol, a newly appointed PCO in the Highland Park area (he has filed for election; have YOU?), will be
in charge of our meeting potlucks (including the beer and wine; get your requests in), and will coordinate
our annual picnic at Lincoln Park (date to come real soon now).

Tyler, who has been our member since age 13, just finished his freshman year at Johns Hopkins
University. You might say he is familiar with West Seattle Nursery, having spent most of his life there.
Mark Smith is Tyler’'s dad, and Irene Stewart is his mom. Tyler has taken charge immediately and we
anticipate the best Garden Party ever. Mark your calendar for Friday, August 8.

See you Wednesday, June 11, for all the democracy you can handle.
Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats

PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working

When they@e sleeping, we@e working."

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:
Name(s)

Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do
not want your information released, please check the box below.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Sunday, June 8, 2:00—4:00
Legislative Action Committee Meeting
Burien Library, 14700 Sixth Ave SW

Tuesday, June 10, 7:00
KCDCC Judicial Forum
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave North

Tuesday, June 10, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd

Wednesday, June 11, 7:00
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

June 13—15
Washington State Democratic Convention
Spokane Convention Center

Tuesday, June 17, 7:30 a.m.
Ron Sims Fundraising Breakfast
Seattle Westin Hotel and Ballroom

Wednesday, June 18, 7:00
Executive Board Meeting
7020 18th Ave SW

Saturday, June 21, 6:00
Washington Public Campaigns
Second Annual Awards Banquet
Brockey Center

Tuesday, June 24, 7:00
King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
231 Burnett Ave North

Wednesday, June 25, 7:00
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd

Thursday, June 26, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Club
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