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Thank You!

When Bruce Stotler and Leslie Harris recruited
me to run for chairman of the 34" District
Democrats four years ago, | asked them “Why
me?” The answer was: “Because you're an
organizer, and because you cut through the BS
and get stuff done”

| took what | had learned in 30-plus years of
union work on shop floors and an intense 6%
months on the 2004 campaign trail, and put it to
work in the 34™. We had a great organization to
begin with, but we got some pretty good results
on top of that.

People can decide for themselves whether that
was because of me or in spite of me, but as |
get ready to hand over the gavel to the next
District chair, | can say two things for sure.
First, we succeeded because we organized and
kept organizing. Second, it was a team effort.
We got a lot of work and commitment out of a
lot of great Democrats, and | thank every one of
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Holiday Party!

December 10
6:30 p.m.

The Hall at Fauntleroy, Vashon Room
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Potluck!

The 34th District will provide beverages, including
beer and wine, and lvan has offered to smoke two
turkeys, as he did last year. If you were there, you
will remember that these were darned good turkeys.

The rest is up to us. Bring your favorite potluck dish.

Entertainment

The Three Chord Progressives will perform. See
Page 2 to find out about this group.

you for helping to bring us the success we enjoy today.

The figures are not in as | write this (they will be released December 2), but we probably met or
bettered our 85 percent turnout from the 2004 election. In addition:

We had 1,100 dues-paying members in 2008, by far the highest total in the District’s history and

the highest total for any LD in the state.

We filled 74 percent of our precincts with elected Precinct Committee Officers, the highest
percentage in King County and probably in the state.

We raised just under $30,000 at our precinct caucuses, highest total for any LD in the state,
contributed it to candidates, and used it to get out the vote.

Our monthly membership meetings topped 100-plus in attendance, and maintained that level.

We were a constant presence at neighborhood events. We raised our profile considerably
throughout the District. We volunteered for, and contributed to, our community organizations at a
level we never had achieved before, from feeding our neighbors to helping them fight off

proposed jails and gravel mines.

The 34" enjoys a high profile in the Democratic Party at the county and state levels, in Olympia,
and in our Congressional delegation. Much of this is due to the unsung, behind-the-scenes work
of our unofficial “ambassador,” State Committeeman Bruce Stotler, who is likely to pop up
anywhere in the state at any time, sharing his knowledge, selling the 34th, and helping the Party

grow.

Continued on page 5
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Celebrating Our Big Win at Our Last Meeting

It was an amazing election. |
think deep down we all knew
that Obama was going to
win but we've had our hearts
broken too many times.
Some of us were worried
about Gregoire, but looking
back | wonder why. Rossi
didn’t stand a chance.

The turnout in King County
was 84%. We won't have a
breakdown by District until
after the newsletter goes to
the printer. Next month look
for a breakdown by district,

S . county and state.
David Ginsberg and Kimber McCreery Hnty

answering questions at our last meeting We can thank Kimber and
Photo by Bill Schrier | payid, and all the PCOs and

volunteers who got out there
and made all those phone calls and canvassed those precincts. We hit
every precinct at least once, and some of our volunteers were unstoppable.
Les Treall, for instance, probably canvassed thirty precincts. With people
like that, how can you lose.

Don’t miss Our Annual Holiday Party

It's at 6:30 on December 10, at The Hall at Fauntleroy, in
the Vashon Room (in the back, closer to the parking lot).

It's a potluck, so bring your favorite potluck dish.

Beverages, including beer and wine are provided by the
34th District Democrats.

Ilvan will bring two smoked turkeys.

Entertainment by the Three Chord Progressives
e e Fe e e e e e e e ke ok ok ke e ek ok e ek ok ok ke ke kok ok

The Three Chord Progressives was the brainchild of Luis Moscoso,
Secretary of the Washington State Democrats. He was joined by Jackie
Minchew, Chair of the 44th District Democrats and Chad Shue, The Left
Shue. All three had performed with other musical groups before they
started the Three Chord Progressives. This picture was taken at their

debut performance at the
Snohomish County Democrats
annual picnic in 2007. They had
time to rehearse only four songs \
so they repeated them several
times. They know a few more than
that now. You might even be able
to sing along with them. A lot of
the songs they sing you might
know. They also sing a lot of fun
topical songs.

oy
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Reorganization Primer

Every two years Democratic organizations in
Washington reorganize, meaning they elect new
officers. Our reorganization meeting will be held at
our regular meeting time and place, 7:00 on January
14 at The Hall at Fauntleroy. The meeting will be
officiated by an officer of the King County Democrats
until a new chair is elected. The newly elected chair
will conduct the remainder of the meeting, including
election of the remaining officers.

Any member may be elected to any of these offices.
Only Precinct Officers elected in the August 19
primary are eligible to vote for the offices of Chair,
First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, State
Committeeman, State Committeewoman, King
County Committeeman and Alternate, and King
County Committeewoman and Alternate. All members
vote for the offices of Secretary and Treasurer. A
description of these offices can be found on our
website. If you are interested in running for any of
these positions, contact our present Chair, Ivan
Weiss, 463-4647 or ivan.weiss@centurytel.net

The Executive Board—and You
The Executive Board is made up of the officers listed
above, the appointed parliamentarian, and the chairs
of standing committees. The committee chairs are
appointed by the District Chair and confirmed by the
membership.

The 34th District Democrats is an all volunteer
organization and in order to be effective, we need
help from you. Yes, you! Fourteen committees were
approved at the September Executive Board meeting:
Finance; Fundraising; Membership; Outreach;
Leadership Development; Program; Communications;
Newsletter; Young Democrats; Bylaws and Rules;
Legislation Action, Platform and Resolutions; PCO/
Area Organizing; Caucus and Elections; and
Hospitality. See the website for a description of each
committee.

However, none of this is binding on the next executive
board. The new board will vote to approve the
committees listed above or to make changes. Our
bylaws allow considerable flexibility and give the
authority to form new committees or eliminate old
ones to the executive board.

Some work is done by individual members, not
committees. For instance, there is no button making
committee but we have a button maker. So, if none of
these committees seem to be a good fit for you, don't
let that stop you. Talk to the new chair in January or
come to the January Executive Board meeting. We
want to hear from you.

Meetings

West Seattle Democratic Women
The Annual Holliday Party and Auction will be
held on December 11 at the West Seattle Golf
Course Clubhouse. Registration is at 11:15. .
Lunch is $10.00. The silent auction is a fundraiser
for the WSDW scholarship program. Contact
Karen Chilcutt at 935-3215 or email
wsdwomen@yahoo.com to make a reservation.

Save the Date—The WSDW will hold an
Inauguration Day Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. on
January 20. In addition, the WSDW will be hosting
a party at The Hall at Fauntleroy at 7:00 that same
evening. More details next month.

Evergreen Democratic Club

There will be no business meeting this month.
Instead the annual Holiday Luncheon will be held
at the regular meeting time on Tuesday,
December 9, at 11:30 at Angelo’s Restaurant at
601 SW 153rd. Cost of the luncheon is $13.00.

First Thursday Democrats

The monthly meeting of the First Thursday
discussion group will be at 11:30, on Thursday,
December 4, at Daystar, across from Westwood
Village. Lunch is $7.00. Anyone is welcome to
attend.

Even though it is the First Thursday Democrats,
the January meeting will be held on the second
Thursday, January 8. It seems that the First
Thursday is New Years Day.

Drinking Liberally in Burien

For the first time ever, there will be no monthly
Drinking Liberally in Burien. In December, the
fourth Thursday is Christmas Eve. Not only would
there be not much of a crowd, but it is highly
unlikely that Mick Kelly’s would even be open. So
no Drinking Liberally until January. See you then.

Executive Board

There will be no Executive Board meeting in
December. The next meeting will be on
January 21 after the reorganization with new
officers.

Legislative Action Committee
The Legislative Action Committee’s annual
preview of the upcoming legislative session with
Frank Chopp will be at the Machinists Hall, 9125
15th Place S in Seattle, from 2:00 to 4:00 on
December 14. This should be an interesting
meeting, not to be missed.
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Local Food Banks Need Your Help

No one needs to remind you that times are hard right now and
people need food and the area food banks are stretched thin. The
White Center Food Bank fed 750 families between Monday and
Wednesday of Thanksgiving week. The food banks desperately
need our help.

If you can volunteer to work at the White Center Food Bank, the
34th District Democrats provides volunteers for the Wednesday
evening shift. On the day before Thanksgiving, the 34th District
provided 32 volunteers for the evening shift. If you are interested ,
call Beth Grieser at 938-5706. If you can't help that evening, there
are other shifts, and both food banks need our help.

West Seattle Food Bank Food Donations

Food items especially needed are canned protein items such as
tuna and peanut butter, baby food, formula and diapers, fresh
produce, milk, cheese, yogurt, and nutritional supplements such
as Ensure.

Food donations are accepted from 9:00 to 3:00, Monday through
Friday, and until 7:00 on Wednesday, at the address below.

You may also drop food off at the following businesses:

Countrywide Home Loan in Westwood Village

Tom’s Automotive, 3616 SW Oregon St

Metropolitan Market, 2320 42nd Ave SW

West Seattle Thriftway, 4201 SW Morgan St

Puget Consumers Cooperative, 2749 California Ave SW
Washington Federal Savings, 6428 California Ave SW

White Center Food Bank

Items especially needed are cereal, foods like Rice-a-roni or
hamburger helper, beans, rice, and canned meat (but not tuna).

Food donations are accepted from 8:30 to 5:00. at the address
shown below.

Donate by sending a check to:

West Seattle Food Bank

3419 SW Morgan Street

Seattle WA 98126

or donate online at westseattlefoodbank.org

White Center Food Bank

10829 8th Ave SW

Seattle WA 98126

or donate online at whitecenterfoodbank.org

Be sure to put 34th District Democrats on the subject line.

Safeway has a program where you can buy a voucher for a ham

from a checker and Safeway will deliver the ham to the food bank.

Jefferson Square delivers to the West Seattle Food Bank, and the
Roxbury and Admiral Safeways deliver to the White Center Food
Bank.

School Closure Report

As many of you have heard by now,
the Superintendent of Seattle Public
Schools has made a preliminary
recommendation to the School Board
to close seven school buildings,
relocate a number of programs, and
discontinue five programs. In West
Seattle the recommendation is to close
the Genesee Hill building, relocate the
Pathfinder K-8 program from there to
Arbor Heights Elementary, and to
reassign current Arbor Heights
students to other schools in the West
Seattle South cluster. Detailed
information about all of the
recommendations may be found at
www.seattleschools.org/area/capacity.

The change recommendation is being
made to target limited financial
resources on improving academic
achievement by focusing on a smaller
number of buildings; to better balance
capacity with the number of students in
our neighborhoods; and to save both
operating and capital expenses in a
time of economic difficulty.

There are a number of public
opportunities coming up to learn more
about the recommendations, the
process, and to offer you an
opportunity to have your questions,
concerns, or ideas heard. A list may be
found by clicking on “How to Get
Involved” at the link above. You may
also direct messages to me at 206-
252-0040 or
steve.sundquist@seattleschools.org.
Please be patient, as message
volumes are high.

The Superintendent will offer her final
recommendation on January 6, and the
board will vote on January 29.

Steve Sundquist
Seattle School Board, District



Chair Report (continued from page 1)

There’s more, but you get the idea. For now we're at
the top of the food chain. But from the top, there’s
only one direction—down. That's not something we
can allow.

2009 will bring us, bright and early, the next
Legislative session in Olympia. We will have a
countywide election February 3, for King County
Elections Director. We'll elect the mayor of Seattle,
a County Executive, City Council members in
Seattle and Burien, County Council members, and
Seattle and Highline School Board Directors.

We'll still be feeding our hungry and housing our
homeless, and battling to keep our schools open.
We'll be supporting workers’ rights to organize and
to bargain collectively, and helping our neighbors in
North Highline choose a city to join.

That's a lot of work, and we’ll need everyone on
board. We can NOT allow a repetition of the bizarre
series of events of about a year ago, when a small
group of malcontents didn't like the way | was doing
things, stormed off of the Executive Board in a huff
and incited other gullible officers to join them, wrote
open letters to the whole Democratic Party, warned
of “chaos” if | continued as chairman, and
demanded that | resign.

They didn't like that | “rolled my eyes.” They didn't
like that | “twirled my gavel.” They laid out a bill of
particulars that was petty, fact-challenged, utterly
bogus, totally unjustified, and hardly rose to the
level of impeachable offenses even if any of it had
had any merit in the first place. Needless to say, |
stood my ground, and whatever ensued in the 34"
can hardly be described as “chaos.” Those who left
are hardly missed. Those who remain can
contemplate their folly.

| don’t bring this up to open old wounds or to score
“gotcha” points. We will have a new chair and new
officers in 2009. They will serve on their own time
and their own nickel, taking on responsibilities that
most of us don't take on. They won’t need people
sniping at them over trivialities or personal gripes.
They will deserve your support, and the benefit of
the doubt, if we are to move forward. Certainly they
will have my support.

While the self-described “Leadership Development
Committee” was having meeting after meeting
during the heat of the campaign (the rest of us
were canvassing and phone banking), and
TALKING about developing leadership—and how
many committees they could form—several of us
were DOING leadership development, recruiting
your next 34" District Executive Board.

If everyone runs who has expressed interest, we
will have an exciting, talented, and committed
group of officer candidates, with a lot of new blood
and a few older hands to lend continuity and
institutional knowledge. Our Board likely will be far
younger and more female, and highly diversified.

You'll find out more about it at the Holiday Party
(but no speeches, that's a promise). We'll be
entertained by, and singing along with, the guitar
and vocal virtuosi, the Three Chord Progressives,
from Snohomish County. Please do NOT forget
your contributions (food or cash) for our neighbors
at the White Center Food Bank.

Thanks again to one and all of you for your work
and your support over the past four years. | intend
to remain active in the 34", but mostly I'll be over
here on Vashon raising hogs and beef, chickens
and eggs, plenty of fresh organic vegetables, and
plenty of hell.

Always remember: We organize our communities
to support the Democratic Party, and we organize
the Democratic Party to support our communities.
That's how we practice “all the democracy you
can handle.” Peace out.

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats
PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working

When they@e sleeping, we@ working."

Treasurer’s Report

Balance end of October ............cccvvveeee.... $27,522
November REVENUES ......cccceeevevevviiieeeeeeeennnne, 285
November EXpenses® .........cccccvveeeeeeennne 10,643
Balance as of November 29...................... 17,164

* Does not include all costs from Sample Ballot
mailing.

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or
the Executive Board. All letters are subject to
editing for space and content. Please keep to 300
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming
events are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie
Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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In Case You Missed Our October 12 Meeting . . .

The meeting was called to order at 7:00.

In his report, Chair lvan Weiss told us about his new
motto: We organize our communities to support the
Democratic Party, and we organize the Democratic
Party to support our communities. That's how we
practice “all the democracy you can handle.”

In his report, First Vice Chair Tim Nuse spoke of the
economic hard times and introduced Rick Jump,
Executive Director of the White Center Food Bank.
Rick reported that during the first few years he was
at the Food Bank, they served around 1,000 a
month. This year it jumped to around 1,300; this
October it was 1,690. The Food Bank needs money
desperately. [ We took in $830 that evening, and a
bit more the day after.] The 34th District will also
volunteer on Thanksgiving evening from 4:00 to
7:00. Beth Grieser is accepting signups.

Ivan presented a small token of appreciation to
Kimber McCreery and David Ginsberg for their work
on the campaign. Kimber reports that we won'’t know
what the turnout was in the district until the election
is certified, but it was close to 80%. [As of
November 25 the turnout was 84% for King
County.] The campaign made three passes, and
sometimes four, of targeted precincts and knocked
on every district at least once except condos or
apartments that were inaccessible. PCOs were
given the first opportunity to canvass their precincts,
but if unable or unwilling, the campaign went to
other leaders in each precinct.

Open Mike

Ann Martin felt that there was an insufficient
description of the Neighborhood Leader program at
precinct caucuses. It would have been helpful for
PCOs to have this information. Kimber answered
that the program was in its infancy so it needed
more development.

Sandy Trent was amazed by the number of people
at the caucuses. She had never heard of the
Neighborhood Leader program and couldn’t answer
their questions. Sandy’s precinct contains High
Point and has grown considerably the last couple of
years. She cannot get around that well and is
pleased that David Ginsberg has taken over as
PCO.

Stuart Yarfitz said that there appeared to be a few
disconnects in the poll watching program. Kimber
said that her interaction ended with recruitment, but
there needed to be thirty poll watchers. There
seemed to be communications and organizational
breakdowns. It was a new, untested system.

There was a concern that there seemed to be a
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number of confused people, and many were voting
provisional ballots. The answer is that many, many
people were registered right before the deadline
adding to the confusion.

Harry Vye kept trying to call in his numbers to
Chicago and the lines were jammed and
wondered if the system shouldn’t be regional.

Jeff Upthegrove said he found he could enter
match backs on the web with wi-fi. He also noticed
that provisional balloting was about 10%. Most
were newly registered, but it sounds like
provisional balloting is working.

Sandy said that many who voted provisional said
that they were supposed to be absentee but never
got their ballot. What's going to happen when we
are all mail in?

Artemis OakGrove said that everyone should have
access to the “Vote by Mail” video, especially
when we go to all mail voting. Almost everyone
who created that video is from the 34th District.
Terry Simpson produced and paid for it through is
TVisions Production Company and it would be
great if people would be willing to help repay him.

Ann Martin said that the people who came in to
vote were incredibly inspiring, but the work has
just begun. We need people to fill important
positions in the district. The reorganization will be
on January 14. If you are interested in running, let
a board member know.

Stewart Wechsler was very concerned about the
integrity of elections. We won by a landslide but
there is evidence that we should have won the 60
seat majority. We have a lot of work to do.

Richard Bartlett was the inspector at his High
Point polling place. Thirty people had lined up at
the door by at 6:00. Many people said that they
had to vote this time because this was “the one.”
there were 1,111 votes at his polling location.

Jeff Upthegrove said that he saw many people
with our mailed ballot.

Jody Rodgers still has buttons and he’s looking for
homes for them. Talk to him if you want Obama
souvenirs. He thanked all those crazy volunteers
that did visibility.

Dan Mitchell, former PCO, came home to the 34th
for this meeting. He now lives in the 36th. He
reports that he came across people from
Louisiana with racist tendencies who were going
to vote for Obama anyway because they knew this
country needed him, a hopeful sign.



Dave Coffman is still getting twenty or so calls a day from people wondering who called them a month
ago. He reminds us about one of our biggest losses in 1994 came just two years after Clinton elected.
We can’t get complacent with our victory. We have to get started today.

Marcee Stone thought about the difference the youth vote made. Her daughter convinced her that
Obama should get her support after Edwards dropped out. She says she couldn'’t sleep the night before
the election and got up bright and early to vote.

Cherisse Luxa, a Dean delegate in 2004, said that Howard Dean’s 50 State Strategy deserves mention.

Dina Johnson took her “Yes We Can” sign to a classroom before the election. She observed how happy
African Americans and Latin Americans were about the election.

Carol Frillman spoke about her and her husband’s experience as chairs of Obama’s National Finance
Committee Chair. She wasn't involved in politics before and her husband jumped in head first.

Ivan declared to be a Geezer

Stephen Lamphear made a motion to declare Ivan Weiss, our Chairman, a Geezer. Cheers of “geezer”
immediately arose from the membership. Stephen spoke to the motion and explained that, while lvan
has for years has demonstrated the qualities of a true

geezer, being cantankerous and curmudgeonly, as of

his 65th birthday last October, he has reached official

geezerdom. The motion was seconded by Richard

Bartlett and members began enthusiastically waving

their credentials. lvan, knowing the truth and bowing

to the inevitable, suggested it be approved by

acclamation. So Ivan is now not just an ordinary

geezer but an official geezer. Congratulations, Ivan.

You certainly deserve this great honor.

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:
Name(s)

Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do
not want your information released, please check the box below.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Thursday, December 4, 11:30
First Thursday Democrats
Daystar, Across from Westwood on Barton Street

Friday, December 5, 6:15
Figgy Pudding Caroling Competition
Fundraiser for the Pike Market and Senior Center

Free, vote for your favorite group by donation

Downtown on every street

Saturday, December 6, 8:00 a.m. Registration
King County Reorganization

6:30 Reception, $50

IAM Local 751 Hall, 9125 15th Place S

Tuesday, December 9, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club

Thursday, December 11, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
West Seattle Golf Course Clubhouse

Sunday, December 14, 2:00—4:00
Legislative Action Committee Meeting
Machinists Hall, 9125 15th Place S, Seattle
Sunday, December 14, 5:00 Dinner, $250

Washington State Democrats Holiday Party
Washington State Convention Center

Wednesday, January 14, 7:00

The Hall at Fauntleroy

Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd Ave SW

Wednesday, December 10; 6:30
34th District Annual Holiday Party

The Hall at Fauntleroy

Tuesday, January 20

34th District Reorganization Meeting

The Day We've Waited for, for Eight Years
The End of an Error, Obama is President!
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