
Chairman’s Report 
Top Two Primary 
All our endorsed Democratic candidates are unopposed by 
other Democrats in the primary, so we don’t have to do 
anything until November, right? 
 
Wrong. This is not your normal primary. This is “Top Two,” 
foisted on us by Republican Secretary of State Sam Reed, 
the Washington State Grange, and a whole lot of misguided 
voters who thought they were getting their old 
unconstitutional blanket primary back. 
 
The top two vote-getters for each office, regardless of party, 
will advance to the November election, including all the 
candidates for statewide races. For several reasons, these 
are the races that deserve our utmost efforts for the 
primary. 
 
Barack Obama is going to win in Washington state, by a 
wide margin. That’s not even in doubt. John  Kerry won 
here handily against an incumbent president in 2004, and 
Obama is a far better candidate than Kerry was. 
 
Jim McDermott and Adam Smith will win their House seats 
without breaking a sweat. Jim can really use your 
contributions, but that’s about it. Our three incumbent state 
legislators are deservedly unopposed. Not even a “ha-ha” 
candidate filed against them. 
 
Governor Gregoire, on the other hand, needs a huge 
primary vote, and the widest possible margin, to send her 
challenger, Dino Rossi, a message that this is a Democratic 
state, and will be one in November. If he has a decent 
primary showing, Rossi will continue to crow that the 2004 
election was “stolen” from him by “fraud,” and that he is the 
people’s choice. We can’t allow him to do that. 
 
John Ladenburg needs the strongest possible primary vote 
for Attorney General, where his legal experience and qualifications trump those of the incumbent, 
Rob McKenna, by a wide margin. Beating McKenna, the conservatives’ darling who poses as a 
“moderate,” would help us cripple the right wing in 
this state more than anything else. 
 
Peter Goldmark needs the strongest possible primary 
vote for Land Commissioner. We need Peter to 
ensure that our state-owned shorelines and tidelands 
in Puget Sound and our state-owned timber lands are 
managed for the taxpayers, and not for the highest 
bidder. This race could markedly affect the future of 
the Maury Island Marine Reserve. 
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Tentative Agenda 
August 13, 2008 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
Across from the YMCA 

 
7:00 PM  Call to order, flag salute 
 
7:03 PM  Adoption of agenda, minutes, 

treasurer’s report 
 
7:05 PM  Chairman’s report 
 
7:15 PM  First Vice Chair’s report 
 
7:20 PM  Report of Garden Party 

Committee 
 
7:35 PM  Richard Conlin, Seattle City 

Council, annual report to 
District, Q and A 

 
7:55 PM  Discussion of campaign 

contributions to candidates, 
ballot measures from 34th LD 

 
8:20 PM  Appointment of PCOs 
 
8:25 PM  Old business, new business, 

good of the order 
               Motions for endorsements  

            
9:00 PM  Adjourn to Elliott Bay Brewery 
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The Hi-Yu parade is a long 
walk, not quite  two miles. It 
was lunchtime so we stopped 
at the Elliot Bay Brewery for 
lunch, and we were soon 
joined by the Seafair Pirates. 
They serenaded us with their 
song about being Seafair 
pirates, which, surprisingly, 
was actually on key.  
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As Usual, It Was a Busy July 
We marched in four parades: Burien Fourth of July Parade, the West 
Seattle Hi-Yu Parade, the Vashon Strawberry Festival Grand Parade, and 
the White Center Jubilee Days Parade. We had booths at the Burien 
Strawberry Festival, the West Seattle Junction Festival, and White Center 
Jubilee Days, among others. We registered several hundred voters and 
sold more than enough buttons to pay our expenses. We ended July well,  
with a picnic at Lincoln Park where the sun was shining and a soft breeze 
kept us cool while we ate hamburgers and hot dogs and other good things. 

We needed a good showing on the Fourth of July in Burien for our 
Governor, and we got it, as you can see from this picture. Dino Rossi is 
back there somewhere with his pathetic crowd, if you want to call it that. 
But he had very nice balloons! 
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A New 34th District  Women’s Group 
This new discussion group will meet on the first 
Thursday of each month. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. The first meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 11:30 on Thursday, September 4, at Daystar, 
across the street from Westwood on Barton Street. 
This meeting will include a discussion of where the 
group wants to go, whether to have speakers, 
what kind of issues we want to talk about, and 
anything else that needs to be discussed to get 
things started. To confirm time and location and to 
reserve a space, call Lois Elenich, 932-6088 or 
Judy Kinsman, 932-7069, or e-mail Jackie Dupras, 
jdupras@quidnunc.net. 

West Seattle Democratic Women 
Instead of the regular meeting, the WSDW will 
have a potluck at Flora Belle Key’s apartment’s 
patio at 11:30 on August 28. Her address is 6525 
California Ave SW, #107. Everyone is welcome. 

Evergreen Democratic Club 
The Evergreen Democratic Club is taking the 
summer off. The next meeting will be at 11:30 on 
Tuesday, September 9 at Angelo’s Restaurant, 
601 SW 153rd. The program will include 
endorsements of candidates.  

Leadership Development Committee 
The Leadership Development Committee has 
proposed changes to our organizational structure 
with the goal of engaging more of our 1,000 
members. The proposed changes include adding 
several new committees with the hope of bringing 
more members into committee work. The draft rules 
are on the web at  34dems.org/news_committees-
leaderdev.htm. If you don©t have access to the  
Internet or would like a paper copy of the draft rules, 
please contact Steve Karbowski, LDC Chair, at 206-
935-9207. 
 
 We are actively seeking your review, comments 
and input on these changes through the public 
comment period which ends at the regular district 
meeting on August 13th. You can direct questions 
or comments to Steve Karbowski at 
stevekarbo@aol.com, or bring them to the August 
13th meeting.   
 
Leadership Development  Meeting 
The committee will meet on August  18 at 7:00 at 
Ann Martin’s home, 3618 SW Orchard St. 

Outreach Events 
July was our big month for festivals, but there are 
still a few opportunities to register voters. Call Les 
Treall, 948-5423 if you can  help. 
 
Pasefika  Festival in White Center 
The Outreach Committee will have a table  
registering voters at this community building festival 
for Pacific Islanders at White Center Heights 
Elementary School on August 9 from 10:00 to 5:00. 
Call Les Treall, 948-5423 if you can help. 
 
Walking the Logs Cleanup 
A crew will cut back the blackberries and other 
weeds in the area by the West Seattle Freeway 
from “Walking the Logs” to 35th. It will be the job of 
the volunteers to clean up afterwards.  This event 
takes place in two hour shifts from 9:00 to 1:00 on 
September 13. Call Les Treall at  
948-5423 to volunteer. 

KCDCC Report 
This was endorsement night and never a dull 
moment. Most of it was judges’ races but we knew 
little about them. There were a few cases we could 
be fairly sure of, like the candidate whose only 
qualification seemed to be that she was strong on 
crime control, who was not endorsed. Now, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, that was a 
different matter. There was plenty of knowledge 
and disagreement. The upshot of it was that we 
endorsed neither Terry Bergeson nor Randy Dorn, 
but Dorn came closer. Also, the 36th and 46th 
District Legislators gave us a good bit of fire. In the 
end, we endorsed John Burbank but not Reuvan 
Carlyle in the 36th, and both Scott white and Jerry 
Polett in the 46th. 
 
Supreme Count, Position 3, Mary Fairhurst 
 

State Treasurer, Jim McIntire 
 

36th District State Representative, John Burbank 
 

46th District Rep Jerry Pollet and Scott White 
 

KC Superior Court, Position 1, Susan Amini, Tim 
Bradshaw and Suzanne Parisien  
 

KC Superior Court Position 10, Regina Cahan 
 

KC Superior Court Position 22, Rebecca Graham 
and Holly Hill 
 

KC Superior Court Position 26, Laura Middaugh 
 

KC Superior Court Position 37, Nic Corning, 
Barbara Mack and Jean Rietschel 
 

KC Superior Court Position 53, Mariane Spearman 
 

Get Out the Vote Volunteers Needed 
There is a phone bank running several days a week 
at Dave Coffman’s Law Office at 6041 California Ave 
SW; there are precincts to be walked, and lots more 
work to do, including voter registration. I know we 
said this four years ago, but look what happened 
when we lost. So we’re saying it again, this is the 
most important election of our lifetime. We not only 
have Obama to elect as President, but we have the 
Governor’s race along with several other important 
State races.  
 
If you have time to give, call Kimber McCreery at  
206-551-2353  
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John Repp and Cindy Cole probably knew Nels better 
than anyone else in the District. They visited him at his 
home, took him out to dinner regularly and visited him 
until the end. They were true friends. Here’s Nels’ story 
from John.  
 
Nels lived a long life dedicated to the 
cause of justice for workers and 
minorities. He grew up in Arlington, WA 
and lived near Alki for more than 50 
years. He came of age during the Great 
Depression and joined Roosevelt’s 
Civilian Conservation Corps. He later 
worked in Alaska and became an officer 
of the Hodcarrier’s local in Ketchikan. 
He was in the Merchant Marine during 
World War II, sailing in Pacific.  
 
During the McCarthy era, a time Nels 
called “the Terror”, he was called before 
the Canwell Committee, a Washington 
State version of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee. He refused to name names and was 
blacklisted from the Merchant Marine. Nels then got his 
Operating Engineer’s License so he could work. He 
retired out of Rainier Brewery as a member of the 
International Union of Operating Engineers.  
 
Nels’ first wife Fair was an activist her whole life, well 
known in Seattle progressive and Democratic circles. 
Fair died in 1990. 
 
Nels married Jo-Anne Larsen in 1992. She had worked 
for Dick Nelson, a Democratic State Senator and was a 
member of West Seattle Democratic Women.  
 
Nels had a wonderful sense of humor and loved to ask 
uncomfortable questions at 34th District meetings. For 
example, on the issue of the trade treaties such as 
NAFTA, Nels would ask “How can a worker here 
compete with a worker in Mexico who makes one tenth 
the wages?” Nels will be missed by the 34th District.  
 
                                       John Repp    

Nels was our heart and soul. When we seemed to 
step over the line too close to Republican territory, 
he was always there to bring us back. I remember 
when we discussed the problem of our mailboxes 
stuffed with campaign literature at one of our 

meetings. He answered in his usual 
slow, lilting drawl, “If all you want in 
your mailbox is dividends, then 
become a Republican!” 
 
Nels had what he described as a 
“cowboy approach” to work that 
made it easy for him and Fair  to 
take off on a trip and find a job when 
they got back. “She seemed always 
to find a job first and then shame 
me into getting one.”  
                                        
Ed and I had the pleasure of taking 
him to Olympia for Legislative 
Action Day and the Crab Feed. On 

the way home, after a glass or two of wine, Nels told 
me of his trip around the world with his first wife 
Fair. They lived frugally in a tiny house near Alki. 
Friends thought they should buy a bigger house, 
new car, but instead they set out on a nine-month 
trip around the world. Nels told me that not a day 
went by without his thinking about that trip. It was 
several years ago and I still remember that 
conversation. He knew what was important in life. 
He lived in that house until shortly before his death.  
 
                                       Jackie Dupras 
 

Remembrances of Nels Ekroth, August 5, 1918—July 28, 2008 

Nels made me smile every time I saw him. He was 
one of the most memorable members in the history 
of the 34th District. I think all of us who knew him 
could tell stories about him till the last drop had 
been drunk. 
 
Nels believed very strongly in an active and robust 
Democratic Party, that stood for working people 
first. I considered him an FDR Democrat in the 
finest sense of the word. If people took the time to 
listen to him (which certainly could try anyone©s 
patience), they would have understood that behind 
the slow-talking Scandinavian schtick was an 
engineer©s analytical mind, which cut through 
bullshit like a laser scalpel. 
 
But I know one thing. Wherever Nels is now, there 
are Democrats there, and he©s holding them 
spellbound, hanging on his every word, like he did 
for us for so many years. 
 
                                       Ivan Weiss 

 
Bruce Stotler’s favorite Nels quote: “Non-partisan is 
another word for Republican!” 

Nels will be missed, and I feel fortunate to have 
known him for the short time that I have, I could only 
imagine how much richer my life could have been if 
I had known him longer.  
 

                                       Brian Earl 

His crusty wit and commentary will be missed. Who 
can forget his slow-but-sure "drawl" as he cut issues 
to the bone? Nels served as an election poll worker 
until recently in his Alki Point neighborhood. Both his 
wives, who are now dead, were strong and active 
Democrats and served as chairs of the West Seattle 
Democratic Women, where Nels also was a longtime 
member.  

                                       Ann Martin 
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The Coordinated Campaign and hundreds of 34th 
District Precinct Committee Officers and 
volunteers will be calling on all of us to get the 
vote out for the primary. Soon after the absentee 
ballots are received, every day until the August 19 
primary we will be getting lists of people who have 
voted from King County Elections (not HOW they 
have voted, don’t worry), and matching these back 
against our own lists of voters. 
 
These daily “matchbacks” will enable us to call 
people who we know have not voted, but only 
those people. Once we know that voters have 
mailed in their ballots, we won’t be calling them. 
 
Usually, daily matchbacks are done only in 
November. Doing them in a primary  is a sure sign 
that the campaigns and the state party take the 
“top two” very seriously. 
 
We need to take it seriously, too. If we remember 
anything at all about 2004, it is that every vote 
counts. A higher-than-average turnout in the 34th 
could mean the difference in a close statewide 
race. 
 
Please help your PCOs in your precincts. We still 
have unrepresented precincts, so please consider 
helping there, too. Please volunteer to canvass or 
phone bank your precinct, and always remember 
those three magic words: “I’m your neighbor.”  
 

Garden Party 
 
Planning for our 13th Annual Garden Party and 
Auction are in full swing, and high-quality donations 
continue to roll in. Garden Party Coordinator Tyler 
Smith, “Solicitor General” Bruce Stotler, Auctioneer 
Rachel Glass and others are putting together an 
unforgettable evening of entertainment, great food, 
beer, and wine, and a show of Democratic solidarity. 
The Garden Party will be Friday, August 8 at West 
Seattle Nursery, 6 PM, admission $34. Deadline for 
donations is noon sharp Wednesday, August 6.  
 
And once we have all that money . . . 
 
One of the things we’ll be doing at our August 13 
meeting is deciding how to spend it in the 2008 
campaign. There are a few things to remember: 
 
These decisions are the property of the 
membership, and not of the Executive Board or any 
perceived “insiders.” Even so, our options are 
somewhat limited by law. 
 
�  The LD organization can’t give any money to 

Obama, Jim McDermott, Adam Smith, or  Darcy 
Burner. Federal law considers the Democratic 
Party in any state to be one entity—no difference 
between the state, county, and LD organizations. 
The state party has already “maxed out” to our 
federal candidates. 

�  State law, though, is different. We can donate 40 
cents per registered voter in our District as of the 
previous year’s general election. For 2007, that 
number was 69,126 (see why voter registration is 
so important?). That means we can donate 
$27,650.40 per statewide (state office) or 
Legislative District candidate. 

�  We cannot donate as an LD organization to 
Legislative candidates outside our District. But 
whereas all three of our Legislators are 
unopposed, any contributions to them would be 
“surplused” to the Senate and House Caucus 
Committees to support Democrats all over the 
state. 

�  And, of course, we can be very generous to our 
statewide candidates. 

 
So please think about all these things, and we’ll see 
you at the Garden Party, August 8, and at our 
meeting Wednesday, August 13, for “all the 
democracy you can handle.” 

-- 
 

Ivan Weiss        Chairman, 34th District Democrats 
PO Box 860        http://www.34dems.org 
Vashon WA 98070   206-463-4647 
"When they©re working, we©re working 
When they©re sleeping, we©re working." 

Chairman’s Report (Continued from Page 1) 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:00. The 
minutes, Treasurer’s Report and agenda were 
approved. 
 
Ivan gave us an update on District organizing. 
Kimber needs help with phone banking.. Call her if 
you can help. 
 
Steve Karbowski, chair of the Leadership 
Committee, spoke about what the committee is 
doing and about the proposed rules for standing 
committees and what their purpose would be. You 
can read the rules at 34dems.org. The rules are 
open to the body for comments, concluding on 
August 8 to allow for time to present the final rules 
to the board in September for approval. There will 
be an open public forum on July 30 at West Seattle 
Golf Club to discuss the rules. Several other people 
spoke also. Bill Schrier said we need to keep 
involved and harness the power of the 1,000 new 
members. Kathy Minsch said that these rules will 
help with inclusiveness and will encourage our 
organization to grow. Richard Bartlett explained that 
when the bylaws were changed we needed to 
specify what our committees do and rules to govern 
these committees. Joe McDermott said that they will 
help develop leadership skills. 
 
Donovan Rivers is running for Congressman from 
the 7th District, the seat currently held by Jim 
McDermott. He thinks that McDermott is bogged 
down with his legal problems and has not 
represented us well. He could use earmarks 
properly to support our community. McDermott was 
his mentor, but he thinks McDermott has lost 
contact with the 7th District. He thinks he has it 
made and doesn’t need to work. He knows a 
Tukwila mayor who has never even met him. 
 
Peter Johnson and Meagan Dickson spoke about 
the Pike Place Market ballot measure. Pike Place 
Market is the oldest, longest running farmers market 
in the nation, an amazing icon. Developers in the 
70s tried to change the market but the city banded 
together to save it. But now it needs a major 
overhaul of its infrastructure: windows, electrical, 
plumbing. This levy is $73 million over six years. 
 

Laura Gene Middaugh, candidate for Superior Court 
Position 26 asked for our vote. She is the current 
incumbent elected eight years ago. 
 
Phyllis Huster is running for the State Senate in the 
5th District.  
 
Five Precinct Committee Officers were appointed: 
Arun Jhaveri in BUR 34-0295 
Diane Burke in SEA 34-1259 
Andy Kleitsch in BUR 34–1150 and 
Jody Rodgers in SEA 34-3263 
 
Several endorsements were considered. 
 
A motion was made to endorse Tim Bradshaw for 
Superior Court Position 1. The motion failed 9 to 27. 
 
A motion was made to endorse Laura Middaugh for 
King County Superior Court Position 26. The motion 
passed unanimously 
 
Eileen Cody was endorsed by acclamation. 
 
A motion was made to endorse Julia Garrett for 
Superior Court Position 22. The motion passed 522 
to 2. 
 
Joe McDermott and Sharon Nelson were endorsed 
by acclamation. 
 
A motion was made to endorse Holly Hill for King 
County Superior Court position 22. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to endorse the Pike Place 
Market levy. The motion passed. 
 
A motion to endorse Jim McDermott passed. 
 
A motion was made to endorse Ann Danieli for 
Superior Court Position 33. The motion failed  
18 to 16. 
 
Jason Osgood was endorsed for Secretary of State. 
 
Randy Dorn spoke about his candidacy for 
Superintendent of Public Instruction.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 
 

In Case You Missed Our July  Meeting . . . 

Editorial Policy 
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and 
letters to the editor are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or 
the Executive Board. All letters are subject to 
editing for space and content. Please keep to 300 
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming 
events are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie 
Dupras, 1920 – 46th SW, Seattle, WA  98116 or 
jdupras@quidnunc.net. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Balance end of June ...............................$33,004 
July Revenue ...............................................1,429 
July Expenses .............................................2,443 
Balance as of July 30 ..............................$31,989 
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JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS! 
�
Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, 
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA  98136-1879 
 
Name__________________________________________________ Phone____________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________Zip_________________ 
 
E-Mail_______________________________________ Occupation___________________________ 
 
Employer______________________  Address_________________________ City_______________ 
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act. 

Contributions are not tax deductible. 
 
Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January –December): 
____$15 Basic Dues        ____$3 Living Lightly         ____$25 Friend                ____$50 Sponsor                

____$100 Benefactor   ____$250 Sustaining    ____$500 Underwriter   ____$1,000  Endowment 
  
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:  
 
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our member list is available to any member or candidate for any non-commercial purpose. If you do 
not want your information released, please check the box below. 
 
Do not release my:     Phone  Address E-mail  
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Friday, August 8, 6:00 
34th District Garden Party 
West Seattle Nursery 
 
Saturday, August 9, 3:00 
KCDCC Annual Picnic 
Lower Woodland Park, Shelter 1 
 
August 13, 7:00 
34th District Democrats’ Monthly Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 
 
Saturday, August 16, 5:30-7:30 
Benefit for Congressman Jim McDermott 
Vashon Winery, 10317 SW 156th St 
 
Sunday, August 17, 4:00—7:00 
Fundraiser for Joe McDermott 
4511 44th Ave SW 
 
Tuesday, August 19—Election Day 
Don’t Forget to Vote 
 
August 20, 7:00 
Executive Board Meeting 
7020 18th Ave SW, Common Room 
 

Tuesday, August 26, 7:00 
KCDCC Monthly Meeting 
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N 
 
Wednesday, August 27, 7:00 or so 
Drinking Liberally in Burien 
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd 
 
Thursday, August 28, 11:30 
West Seattle Democratic Women 
Potluck on Flora Belle’s Patio 
 
Thursday, August 28 
11th District Obama Speech TV Party,  
Gordon’s on the Green, 13500 Interurban Ave 
 
Thursday, September 4 
First Meeting of 34th District Women’s Group  
Daystar, across from Westwood on Barton St. 
 
Tuesday, September 9, 11:30 
Evergreen Democratic Club 
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd 
 
September 12-13 
WSDCC  Meeting 
Tulalip Washsington 
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