Rules for the 2008 34th District Democratic Party
Legislative District Caucus

1. The Legislative District Caucus shall be held on Saturday, April 5, 2008 commencing at 10:00 am at West Seattle High School 3000 California Ave SW, Seattle, Washington.

2. Delegates to the Legislative District Caucus shall be the delegates and alternates elected at the precinct caucuses. An alternate shall not have a vote unless seated to replace an absent or ineligible delegate. Alternates shall be listed and seated in the order in which they were elected.

3. Any duly elected delegate or alternate who moves from their precinct prior to the District Caucus shall automatically forfeit their seat and an alternate shall be seated in their place.

4. At the time of signing in, delegates and alternates shall sign in by precinct. There will not be a registration fee for delegates and alternates to the District Caucus, but donations will be solicited to defray costs.
5. The Legislative District Chair or the Chair’s designee shall serve as the temporary chair of the Legislative District Caucus.

6. The Chair of the Credentials Committee shall present the report of the Credentials Committee which shall include:
a. The total number of delegates certified elected within the Legislative District.

b. The total number of delegates registered and seated at the time the report is given.

c. The total number of alternates eligible to be seated at the time due to the absence of elected delegates.

d. Supervision by name and precinct of the seating of eligible alternates.

e. Presentation of challenged precinct documentation for decision by the caucus as a whole, starting with the lowest numbered precinct or at the beginning of the alphabet and proceeding in alphanumerical order until all challenges are resolved. If the challenged delegate is not sustained, they shall be removed immediately and replaced by a qualified alternate. A challenged delegate may not vote on the question of their own challenge.

f. The number of seated delegates (including alternates seated as delegates) supporting each presidential candidate or uncommitted status.

The Credentials Committee may seat unchallenged delegates arriving after the Credentials Committee report.

7. The Chair of the Rules Committee shall present the report of the Rules Committee.

8. Any registered voter may be nominated by a delegate to the caucus as position of Permanent Chair, or any registered voter of the Legislative District may nominate themselves. Nominations, seconding speeches, and speeches by the candidate(s) on their behalf shall not total more than two (2) minutes per nominee. A majority is required to elect. If no person has a majority, the candidate receiving the least votes is dropped and balloting shall be repeated using the remaining names. This procedure shall be repeated until a candidate receives a majority. The use of ballots or of vote by hand with official credential may be used.
9. The Permanent Chair shall appoint a secretary, sergeant at arms, and parliamentarian.

10. The Chair of the Credentials committee shall announce the allocation of the 7th and 9th Congressional District Caucuses and the State Convention Delegates and alternates, including the following  information:
a. The number of qualified delegates seated.

b. The number of qualified delegates seated in place of disqualified or absent delegates.

c. The total number eligible to vote at the caucus.

d. Allocation of Congressional District Caucus and State Convention delegates and alternates supporting each presidential candidate or uncommitted status.

11. The Election of Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegates and alternates:

a. Each candidate for Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate must be a resident registered voter in the Legislative District and must be identified as to presidential preference.

b. Delegates seated at the Legislative Caucus will nominate delegates and alternates to the Congressional District Caucus and State Convention by means of nomination cards.

i. Each delegate shall receive ten (10) nomination cards from the Credentials Committee. Those cards will identify the delegate, the delegate’s precinct, and the name of the nominee to whom they will give the card. All delegates must sign all nomination cards. If any of the above information is missing from any nomination card, that card will not be counted.

ii. Candidates for Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate must receive nominating cards from seated delegates to be nominated for election. The sub-caucus will take no more than sixty (60) minutes to accomplish this.

iii. Those seeking election to the position of Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate will present their nomination cards to the Tally committee at the time and place designated by the chair.

iv. Each sub-caucus will nominate a number of candidates equal to the combined allocation of delegates and alternates as confirmed in the Credentials Report.
v. Half the nominees shall be male and half shall be female. If a sub-caucus nominates an odd number, the final nomination shall be given to the male or female who receives more nominating cards.

vi. The candidates who receive the most nominating cards will win nomination until all allocated positions are filled.
vii. Any absent candidate for Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate may submit a letter of candidacy to the Tally Committee of the 34th District Democrats. They must designate an individual to collect nomination cards. That person is subject to the same rules as the other candidates and must submit nomination cards to the Tally Committee.
c. Voting for Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate shall be by signed ballot. To be counted, a ballot must have all positions filled, with no duplications.

i. The Chair will give clear notice to the delegates that they must vote for the allotted number of candidates, give adequate time to do so, and ask voting delegates to check their ballots before turning them in.

ii. A plurality is required to elect.

iii. The chair shall provide the ballots. After the votes are collected and tallied, the person receiving the most votes shall have been elected, and the person receiving the next most votes shall have been elected, and so forth until all allotted delegate positions are filled.

1. In case of a tie vote, the assignment of a delegate position shall be by lot.

iv. The election of alternates shall be in the same manner as the election of delegates, except that the alternate receiving the most votes shall become alternate number one, and the alternate receiving the next most votes shall be alternate number two, and so forth.

1. In case of a tie vote the assigning number to the alternates shall be by lot.

v. Each delegation elected shall be equally divided between women and men in both the delegate and alternate categories unless there are an insufficient number of nominees from one gender to fill available positions.

vi. The sub-caucus shall have the authority to permit candidate speeches of no longer than one (1) minute to the sub-caucus.

12. At the time of the election, each elected Congressional District Caucus/State Convention delegate and alternate shall be requested to pay the $50.00 State Convention Registration fee to the secretary. The secretary shall send the fees and a list of delegates and alternates with addresses and phone numbers to the state Chair within five (5) days. No person shall be excluded or disqualified from any part of the process for failure to pay such fee.

13. Resolutions will not be considered in the business of this caucus. Any resolutions must be submitted in writing to the 34th District Democrats. They will be forwarded immediately to the King County Democratic Central Committee for the King County Democratic Convention.

14. The motion “to Table” shall be out of order at all times.

15. Debate shall alternate pro and con, limited to two speakers for, and two speakers against any motion, each speaker to speak no more than one minute.

16. A quorum shall consist of 30% of the number eligible to vote as shown on the credentials report, as most recently amended.

17. The Chair shall appoint a representative Tally Committee of alternates or non-delegates. All ballots shall be returned to the State Democratic Party headquarters and shall be retained by the chair until the state convention has adjourned.

18. The unit rule* shall not be permitted at any time.

19. Proxy voting shall not be allowed.
20. All possible efforts shall be made to ensure maximum participation of ethnic minorities, women, youth, persons over 65 years of age, lesbians and gays, Labor, persons with a high school education or less, disabled, and persons of economic disadvantage.

21. Roberts Rules of Order, 10th Edition, Newly Revised shall prevail in other matters not specifically covered herein.

*  The Unit Rule is a rule of procedure at a national political convention under which a state’s entire vote must be cast for the candidate preferred by a majority of the state’s delegates.

Allowing the unit rule at your caucus or convention would mean that all delegates would be chosen for one candidate.  This would be in conflict with the current system which allows for proportional representation.
