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Poised For Action

No one can say that the 34" District Democrats aren’t
poised for action for the 2008 €election.

Membership is at an all-time high, Precinct Committee
Officer recruitment is at an all-time high, and we hope to
add more PCOs this month and thereafter.

We have our caucus locations for February 9 lined up, and
preparation is under way, not only to select our delegates,
but also to maximize caucus attendance for volunteer
recruitment for the 2008 election.

Joe McDermott is now our state Senator and we have a
terrific new State Representative, Sharon Nelson, and we are
looking forward to moving our policy agendas forward in
the upcoming Legidative session in Olympia.

Our treasury is flush with money to pay for putting on the
precinct and District caucuses. The influx of 2008 dues and
the donations we collect at the precinct caucuses will bring
us even more. Y ou can pay your 2008 dues anytime, starting
now, or at the November meeting.

V(‘% 34th District
Democats

M eeting Notice

November 14, 2007
6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

M eeting Agenda

Meet our new State Representative Sharon Nelson
Debrief the 2007 election and GOTV efforts
Approval of revised bylaws

Caucus update

Potluck Snacks

If you remember, bring something for us to much
on before the meeting.

The 34" District “maxed out” to Darcy Burner in the 8" CD in 2006 and we hope to do that again. We also hope
to have strong candidates to replace Republican House members Doc Hastings in the 4™ and Cathy McMorrisin
the 5. We' d hope to make a strong contribution to Governor Gregoire's re-election campaign and to the

campaign of Peter Goldmark for State Land Commissioner.

But that’s for later. For now, we'll meet November 14 to debrief the 2007 election and our GOTV efforts,
approve our revised bylaws, update your caucus information, and, we hope, appoint a few more PCOs.

The Hall will look a bit different. We don’t need the same old same-old every month, so we're trying a new
seating arrangement for November—round tables instead of chairsin rows. We hope it will give people more of
achance to talk to each other and, just maybe, to make some new friends and political allies. The 36™ District
Democrats do this, and it adds a different touch. Let us know if you likeit, and if it meets with your favor, we

can do it more often, or make the change permanent.
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Our members demonstrated to our communities that we

are there for them in a big way, with terrific attendance at
the annual White Center Food Bank and Delridge
Neighborhood Development Association fundraising
dinners, both at South Seattle Community College.

The Food Bank dinner was a huge financial success,
netting more than $50,000. Thisisimportant because the
White Center Food Bank feeds more peopl e than the other
food banksin our district, and it gets no municipal aid.

Continued on Page 7
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Meet Sharon Nelson, Your New State Representative
It was an incredible turnout—out of 159 elected and
appointed PCOs, 134 showed up—84%! Several of those
who weren’t there were out of town and at least one, Maria
Ramirez, had to attend her own fundraiser. Five candidates
stood for this appointment: Kim Becklund, Greg Doss,
Lucy Krakowiak, Tony Lysen and Sharon Nelson. Sharon
received 57% of the vote on the first ballot and 60% on the
second. The three names sent to the County Council are
Sharon Nelson, Tony Lysen and Greg Doss.

Sharon Nelson first became involved in citizen activism
when, nine months after her home on Maury Island was
built, she found a yard soaked in sewage from an
improperly designed septic system. Well, this would

rankle the nerves of the calmest person. When asked at the
Candidates' Forum about a situation where the candidate
was strident, and how she handled it, thisincident came
up. She said she was described as “over the top” but she
kept at it until alaw was passed protecting future
consumers, just what we' re looking for in a state legidator.

She was the founding president of Preserve Our |slands, a group that has led the fight against
Glacier Northwest’s attempt to expand their gravel mine and allow football-sized bargesin an
aquatic preserve that she helped to create. She spent the last legislative session in Olympia
working hand in hand with Senator Erik Poulsen on alaw that would have stopped the gravel
mine. They lost, but not for alack of trying, and it'll be back next session.

Some of you might not know Sharon. Like alot of Vashon Islanders who are dependent on
ferries, she hasn’t been overly involved in 34th District activities, although she has always been a
dues-paying member. But she has been involved in Democratic politics and has supported our
candidates. She has worked for Dow Constantine as his chief of staff for over six years.

Sharon graduated summa cum laude from Whitman College with a BA in psychology. She started
work at SeaFirst as a nigh-time data entry clerk and worked her way up to vice president. Sheis
married and has two grown daughters.

Congratulations, Sharon. We know you'’ Il serve us well.

In Senate Race, Joe M cDer mott Beats John Kennedy . . .
And LoisElenich

No, not that John Kennedy. It was the 50-year member of the 34th District Democrats and
former chair from back in the 60’s, that John Kennedy. And don t let Lois Elenich’s sweet ook
fool you. Oh, sheis sweet, but she also has
amind of her own. Many timessheisa
lone “no” vote when the rest of us are too
cowardly. Since Joe was unopposed but
three names still have to be submitted to
the County Council, John and Lois were
chosen as the other two names.

We had aturnout of 65 out of 110 PCOs, a
wonderful turnout for a meeting where
there isno mystery as to the outcome, just
alot of enthusiasm for Joe, our new State
Senator.




C

Volunteer Activities

Newsletter Mailing Party

The December newsletter will be mailed on Saturday,
December 1 around 11:00 at Jackie Dupras’ house. Call her if
you can help.

Precinct Caucuses

Precinct caucuses will be held on February 9 and we are
already making plans. There will be an outreach caucus
planning meeting on Wednesday, November 7 at the High
Point Library on 35th and Raymond.

White Center Food Bank

As always, the food banks are busy around thistime of year.
The White Center Food Bank has openings for volunteers on
November 19, 20 and 21, night as well as day shifts.

M eetings

Executive Board

The Executive board will not be meeting in November because
most of us will be preparing turkeys or baking pumpkin pies on
our usual meeting night. Instead, we will meet on Monday,
December 3 at the common house of the Puget Ridge Co-
Housing, 7020 18th Ave SW.

Caucus Outreach Committee

The Caucus Outreach Committee will meet on Wednesday,
November 7 at the High Point Library at 7:00. This committee
islooking for ideas on how to get Democrats to the caucuses.

West Seattle Democratic Women

The WSDW will be meeting on Thursday, November 29 at
11:30 at Daystar, across from Westwood Village. New officers
will be elected at this meeting and there will be a discussion of
the direction the group wants to go. For fun, there will be an
auction. Lunch is $6 and includes dessert and coffee. Men as
well as women are welcome to attend and to become members.

WSDW Saturday Women'’s Group

The next meeting of the Saturday Women'’s Group will on
November 10 from 3:00 to 4:30 at the High Point Library on
35th and Raymond. Tim Nuse will be the guest speaker and
will speak about the 2008 Get Out the Vote and caucuses.

Evergreen Democratic Club

The Evergreen Democratic Club will meet on Tuesday,
November 13 promptly at 11:30 at Angelo’s Restaurant at 601
SW 153rd in Burien. 33rd District Senator Karen Keiser will
lead a discussion of the last election. Lunchis $12.

Notices

Our Area Food Banks Need Our Help

West Seattle Food Bank

Donations will help the most people by bringing Thanksgiving
food donations to the Food Bank by November 17. These are
the items needed to bring a bit of holiday cheer to those of us
who need alittle help: Frozen turkey, Hams, Stuffing mix,
Mixed salad greens, Canned cranberries (whole or sauce) ,
Canned gravy, Yams or sweet potatoes (fresh or canned);
White potatoes, Pumpkin or apple pies, Dinner rolls (frozen or
packaged)

White Center Food Bank

The White Center Food Bank has a very critical shortage of
canned goods—their shelves are EMPTY. Remember, the
White Center Food Bank isin unincorporated King County so
it does not get the same funding as most other food banks, yet
it feeds more people. A donor has purchased whol e turkeys for
Thanksgiving , but they could use the following itemsto
supplement the holiday baskets: Flour, Sugar, Cooking Qil,
Canned fruit, Canned vegetables, Chicken or Turkey broth
Stuffing mixes, Cereal, Canned soups (especially the "cream
of..." ones), Condensed or evaporated milk, Canned whole
olives, Jello and pudding, $5 gift certificates to Safeway,
Albertson’sor QFC

Cash donations are aways welcome:  Send checks to, White
Center Food Bank, 10829 8th Ave SW, Sesattle, WA 98146;
and West Seattle Food Bank, 3419 SW Morgan Street, Seattle,
WA 98126, or donate online at www.westseattlefoodbank.org.

Food donation bins for the West Seattle Food Bank are located

at Metropolitan Market, PCC and West Seattle Thriftway. A
food Bin for the White Center Food Bank is at Admiral Safeway.
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Proposed Bylaws Amendments

At our next meeting we will be considering several
amendments to our bylaws. Below you will find each article
title, a short description of the current bylaw and an explanation
of the change. The proposed changeisin italics.

Articlell: Membership

Our current bylaws spell out the amount of dues each member
pays. The Executive Board recommends an amendment to allow
the Board to change the amount without having to amend the
bylaws, and yet still allow for input from the membership.

Section 5 Dues shall be set by the Executive Board and ratified
by a majority vote of the membership.

Articlell1: Meetings

Our current bylaws on calling special meetings require a two-
thirds vote of the Executive Board. It is proposed to amend this
to amgjority.

Section 5 A special meeting may be called for a specific purpose
or purposes by written request of 25 voting members, or
majority of the Executive Board. Special meetings are subject to
these bylaws.

Article|V: Executive Board

Our current bylaws call for the standing committee chairsto be
appointed by the Chair. The Executive Board proposes that, in
addition, the committee chairs be confirmed by the membership.

Section 6 The chair of the organization shall appoint standing
committee chairs, which shall be confirmed by a majority vote of
the members.

Our current bylaws call for a one-size-fits-all procedure for
removing Executive Board members. The Executive Board is
proposing a procedure that relates to how they were elected or
appointed in the first place, and that complies with State law.

Section 8 Officers elected at a reorganization may be removed
from office for just cause, provided that

a. the chair receives and validates a written petition signed by
20 PCOsthat lists specific charges and asks for removal;

b. the membership is given 30 days notice in writing of the
pending vote; and

c. a majority of the elected and appointed PCOs present and
voting approves the removal; except that the district chair, per
RCW 29A.80.061, may be removed only by a majority vote of
the elected precinct committee officers, present or not. The
person so removed shall be notified by mail of this action if ghe
is not present for the vote results.

Section 9. Sanding Committee chairs may be removed by the
chair but that removal hasto be confirmed by a majority of the
membership at the next meeting.

ArticleVI: Committees

Our current bylaws list six committee and specifies each of its
duties. The Executive Board proposes eliminating this list and
allowing each Executive Board to form its own committees
based on its needs without having to change the bylaws each
time.

The standing committees shall be specified in the rules of the
Executive Board.

ArticleVIIl: Endorsements

For clarity, Article VIl is printed in its entirety. Much of the
material has been moved around section to section. Therules
are pretty much the same as the ones used for our last
endorsement meeting, including ruling motions for sole
endorsement out of order, and allowing motions for all
candidates for each office to be nominated before voting. This
worked out very well at our last endorsement meetings.

Section 1. This organization may choose to endorse a
Demoacratic candidate for any public office. This
organization may endorse candidates of judicial races. This
organization may also endorse ballot measures or referenda
or initiatives or signature campaigns. Candidates who ask to
be endorsed are required to complete and return any
guestionnaire presented by this organization. Judicial
candidates need not answer any questions that would breach
the Canons of Judicial Conduct.

Section 2. More than one candidate for the same office may be
endorsed. Motions for sole endorsement are out of order.

Section 3. The executive board may establish inits rules the
procedures governing the endorsement time line and process
and shall send written notice of the rules to the members
(newsletter is considered written notice for this purpose.)
Adoption shall be by majority vote.

Any rules so adopted shall remain in effect until amended or
replaced.

Section 4. The Executive Board, by a two thirds vote, may
recommend endorsements to the membership. In that event,
the member ship may adopt the endorsement by a majority
vote of eligible members.

Section 5. Unless otherwise provided by the rules, voting shall
be by a hand count or a signed ballot if requested by a voting
member, with two tellers appointed by the chair who are
acceptable to the concerned parties, and where applicable,
observers from each campaign directly involved may monitor
the count.

a. Only membersin good standing by the end of the prior
month's meeting may vote, except that any member who had
paid duesin the previous calendar year may vote if the
membership is renewed at or before the meeting where the
endorsement takes place.



b. Candidates may select two people, one of which
may be the candidate, to speak on their behalf. Each
speaker will have two minutes.

c. Motions for endorsement shall allow all candidates
to be nominated before proceeding to a vote.

Section 6. The endorsement of ballot issues shall
follow this same procedure.

Section 7. This organization shall support and
publicize its endorsements in such ways it deems
appropriate and necessary.

Article VIII|—Resolutions

Our current bylaws require only a show of handsto
approve aresolution. In order to clarify who has a
vote in some of our more controversial votes, this
amendment requires a show of credentials, but it
allows a show of handsin the many cases where the
passage of the resolution will be obvious.

Section 6. The vote shall be by a show of credentials
or a voice vote at the discretion of the chair. The chair
shall appoint two tellersto report the tally.

Section 6.a. requiring one month’s membership in the
District before voting has been eliminated

Articlel X: Accountsand Contributions

Our current bylaws require two signatures on all
organization accounts. Thisis highly impractical and
in the past has caused some of us who write very large
checks to wait longer than we would like for
reimbursement. All our accounts are reviewed
annually by athree member committee, and it’s highly
unlikely our Treasurer that we elected will abscond
with the funds. This change will allow one signature
on checks, except that two are required for
contributions for ballot measures or candidates.

Section 3.c. Contributions for candidates or ballot
measures require two signatures on checks drawn on
organizational accounts.

Article X: Conduct of Business by the
Executive Board

This new section is meant to bring the 34th District
Democrats into the 21st Century.

The Executive Board is authorized to conduct business
either at its regular monthly meeting or via electronic
means, e.g. electronic mail, at the discretion of the
Chair. The Secretary shall archive copies of decisions
made by electronic mail, for example, by including the
text of such messages in the minutes of monthly
Executive Board meetings or other appropriate
means.

KCDCC Report

We had a fairly humdrum meeting until late, when an
endorsement was brought up. Hoo boy! At the last
meeting we had approved a new set of bylaws. Not
much had been made of the fact that endorsements
could be made only if there was a ten day notice of the
specific person or issue involved. In this case, the call
to the meeting had only said, “ Endorsements may be
presented.” A lot of arguing ensued. A motion was
made to suspend therules. It was argued that you
can't suspend a bylaw, but we voted on it anyway.
The rule was not suspended, no new endorsement.
And the Bylaws Chair will go over the changes with
the County Chair. No broken bones.

That was the hot spot of the evening, but several good
resol utions were passed:

Against warrantless wiretapping and against granting
amnesty to companies that broke the law by illegally
releasing tel ephone records;

Urging our Congressional delegation to restore full
funding to Social Security for prompt payments and
full staffing;

Supporting Lock Vista Renters (Ballard) in their
attempt to keep their 200 units as affordable housing
instead of |etting them become expensive
condominiums; and

For strong new legidation to put reasonable curbs on
condominium conversions in order to help provide
enough housing for low income and working people.
Condo conversions are rapidly escalating, while
availability of low income and workforce housing is

disappearing.

Robin Hess, King County Committeeman

Editorial Policy

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or the
Executive Board. All letters are subject to editing for
space and content. Please keep to 300 words or less.
Photos and notices of upcoming events are strongly
encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW,
Seattle, WA 98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net.

Treasurer’s Report

End of October Balance...........cccoeeueeeee. $18,274
October REVENUES........ccuveeveeveceecteecteecre e 876
October Expenditures..........cccoveeevvrereerennne. 1,776
Balance as of November 4....................... $17,374
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Minutes of October 10 M eeting of the 34th District Democr ats

Chair lvan Weiss called the meeting to order at 7:03PM.
The agenda was amended by acclamation to include a
report from the Candidates Forum Committee. Adoption
of the minutes and Treasurer’s Report were moved,
seconded and approved by voice vote.

Chair's Report: The 34" District has atable at the White
Center Food Bank Dinner on October 20. Ivan urged the
District to support this event.

First Chair’s Report: Our sister District continues to
organize and is finding good candidates. They are
supporting George Fearing, who is challenging
Republican Congressman Doc Hastings.

King County Honors Banquet: King County Chair Suzie
Sheary reminded us of this event on October 28.
Christine Gregoire will be a special guest and Dow
Constantine will emcee.

Community Health Clinics: Jessica Hauffe spoke of
President Bush's recent veto of the legislation to renew
the Children’s Health Insurance Program. Washington has
130 clinics and sees 600,000 uninsured patients a year.
She urges everyone to contact members of Congress
regarding this or go to www.SaveHealthCarel nWA.org.

Senator Erik Poulsen: Our outgoing Senator thanked the
district for our support and memories. He will continue to
be visiblein the district. A tribute was given by
Representative Joe McDermott.

GOTV: Literature packets for PCO’swill be available
Sunday at the High Point Library. Call Jackie Duprasif
you didn’t receive yours. Voterfile accounts for PCOs
appointed in October will be available soon.

Precinct Caucuses: Tim Nuse reported that State Chair
Dwight Pelz has set our attendance goal at 5200 in 2008.
Subcommittees are Outreach, |dentifying area caucus
coordinators, Greeters, and Refreshments. Tanya Aguilar
isthe Affirmative Action Chair. The next meeting will be
at 7PM on November 1 at Puget Ridge Co-Housing . The
precinct caucuses are set for February 9.

King County Prosecutor candidate Bill Sherman thanked
us for support and said current numbers show hislead at
47% - 35%.

PCO Appointments: Julia Peeler and Nels Ekroth both
applied for precinct SEA34-1439. Julia won the
appointment by vote. New PCOs appointed are:

Paul Francis, Aquaview; Kim Waligorska, Bernadette;
Phil McEachern, 0276; Michael Heinisch, 0489
Charles Torres, 1104;1150 -- Robert Barton, 1150;
LisaHerbold, 1245; 1254 -- Mike Sweeney, 1254;
1257; Heather Woodruff, 1257; Layne Bautista, 1258
Shamah Gamrath, 1409; Clay Eals, 1411

John Lang, SEA 34-1414; Sam Foucault, 1427
Wendell Sprigg, 1429; Sharon Larson, 1432

Gary Gesellchen, 1435; Shauna Causey, 1437
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Julia Peeler, 1439; Barbara Wilson, 1440;
Brenda Scallon, 1448; Alice Crawford, 1449;
Dan Jensen, 1451; Veronika Kamar, 1458;
Kathy Humphrey, 1460; Doug Walsh, 1462
Ann Huston, 1463; Susie Tennant, 1464,
Stefanie Freatman, 1479; Philippa Nye, 1489;
John Spalding, 1494; Steve Herndon, 1501
Regina LaBelle, 1504; Beverly Smith, 1508
Cynthia Mitchell, 1509; David Montoure, 1511
Sharon Maeda, 1514; Brian Duncan, 1516
Lessie Woodruff, 1518; John Fawcett-Long, 1519
Susan Saffery, 1523; David McLanahan, 1524
Georgie Kunkel, 1527; Pablo Lambinicio, 1528
Gary Gardner, 1530; Jack Block Sr., 1532

Don Fillius, 1536 ; Tom Slattery, Wynona

New Business: Ernestine Pearl-Rosendal e suggested that
Ivan Weiss acting as both District chair and candidate for
public office was a conflict of interest. She made a
motion that Ivan step down from his chairmanship until
after the election. The motion was defeated 27 to 37.

Good of the Order:
Claire Foster announced a School Board Candidates
Forum at the John Stanford Center on October 11.

Candidate Greg Doss discussed his candidacy for the
vacated legidative seat. He asked for support.

Candidate Lucy Krakowiak suggested checking the 34™
District website for information on her candidacy.

Marcee Stone, president of Washington Public
Campaigns, requested that all candidates sign the Clean
Campaigns Pledge.

Representative Joe McDermott requested attendance and
support at the special meeting to fill the legidative
vacancy on Saturday, October 13 at noon.

The West Seattle Annual Wine Tasting will bein The
Hall at Fauntleroy on October 18.

Candidate Sharon Nelson asked for support in her
candidacy for the legidative seat.

Maria Ramirez asked for our votes.

Candidate Toni Lysen described her long history of
service in the 34™ District and asked for our support. .

Candidate Kim Becklund emphasized her background in
transportation and asked for our votes.

The 26" Annual Delridge Neighborhood Development
Association Dinner will be Friday, October 26.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM.

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Henderson



Chair Report (continued from Page 1)

The DNDA dinner packed the house even more, and 34™ District Democrats were all over the room. Our new # $$
PCO in SEA 34-1460, Kathy Humphrey, was honored as the DNDA Volunteer of the Y ear. $$ 5

But the 34" did itself proudest at the annual King County Democrats Awards Banquet, October 28 at the

Machinists’ Hall in South Park. The Mexican food, prepared and served by Juan, Judy, and Tanya Aguilar,

Ernestine Pearl-Rosendale, David Rosendale, Beth, Darryl, and Carolyn Grieser, Lynne Ingalls, Les Treall, and g
Helen Daniel, was terrific. County Councilman Dow Constantine was a great Master of Ceremonies, and 34" . .
District Demacrats filled more than two whole tables. If | forgot to mention anyone, my apologies. It was quite a

day. Did anyone catch the name of that clown who was the live auctioneer?

Featured speakers were Governor Christine Gregoire, U.S. Representative
Jim McDermott, State Senator Margarita Prentice, and House Speaker
Frank Chopp, o

&
No mention of the county organization would be complete without a big & ax
shout-out to King County Democratic Chair Susan Sheary, the hardest- *oe
working Democrat in show business, whose |eadership by example makes .
King County the engine that drives the Democratic train in Washington. #

See you Wednesday, November 14, for al the democracy you can handle. Ce

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats %

PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org (

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647 To answer Ivan's question, here’s that 1

"When they@e working, we®e working clown. Thispictureisfrom lvan’sfirst *

When they@e sl eeping, weee working." gig as auctioneer at our 2006 Garden ! !
Party. $

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address City
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
Y ou may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:
Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish your
information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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Friday, November 9, 7:30, $5.00

Amrit Singh, author of Administration of Torture

Downstairs at Town Hall Seattle

Tuesday, November 13, 11:30 am.
Evergreen Democratic Club
Angelo’'s Restaurant in Burien

Wednesday, November 14, 7:00
34th District Democrats Monthly Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Thursday, November 15, 5:30—7:30
Dow’s 8th Annual 39th Birthday Party
Kells Pub, 1916 Post Alley

Wednesday, November 28, 7:00
Drinking Liberally
Mick Kelly'sIrish Pub, 435 SW 152nd in Burien

Thursday, November 29, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women
Daystar , across from Westwood on Barton

Friday, November 30, 7:00
King County Democrats Victory Celebration
The College Club

Monday, December 3, 7:00
Executive Board M eeting
Common House Puget Ridge Co-Housing

Monday, December 10, 7:30
Tom Brokaw, After shocks of the 60’'s
Great Hall, Town Hall Seattle

Wednesday, December 12
34th District Democrats Holiday Party
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Save the Datel

Precinct caucuses will be held on February 9
at 1:00 at a location near you.
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