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" the 11", just east of Highway 509, down the hill from Highland 6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
LG Park, and it shares the Duwamish River with parts of our The Hall at Fauntleroy
District. 9131 California Ave SW
% Across from the YMCA
s | It'slargely an industrial area, but it always has been residential.
& Unfortunately for those residents, past industrial practices have |Proaram
+ left their neighborhood toxic. Many residents are lower-income, ] ] ] .
. ($ & and many are new residents or immigrants whose first language | Charlie Cuniff, Executive Director of
+ §$ & | isnot English. In many cases, residents lack information about | Ecological Coalition of South Seattle will
. g the environmental health issues they face in South Park and in | 9ive us an overview of their activities.
. B+ the Duwamish Basin.
N Port of Seattle Commissioner Alec Fisken
$ That's where the Ecological Coalition of South Seattle will update us on port activities and his
$ $ (ECOSS) comesin. ECOSS, founded in 1994, is a nonprofit 2007 reelection campaign.
that works with local businesses, governmental agencies, and ] .
) residents to clean up toxic waste sites, research the latest best | Darcy Burner will be coming by to thank us
' (# ' practices, and to help apply those best practices not only to for al our help in her last campaign..
# & business and industry, but to the people who live alongside )
) & those business and industries, and work there. Resolutions
ﬁjo \ Charlie Cunniff, ECOSS' Executive Director, will highlight Three resolutions will be considered:
what should be a varied and content-packed March meeting one on health care (see page 5),
& ! with an overview of ECOSS' activities, especially those relating | One on better use for money that funds
+ 5 $ to community organizing. unnecessary wars (Page 5);
+($ and one opposing public financing of
N ECOSS serves South Park, but also the part of the 34" District | Professional basketball (Page 6)
+ 5$ $ | along West Marginal Way SW, in six languages. Its community
e organizers visit residents homes and provide environmental Potluck Snacks
/ education. What they teach and how they teach it, the problems . .
o they face and how they surmount them, should make for a Potluck snacks to give us something to
lively discussion that will serve usall aswe organize our own | Shack on with our beer and wine before the
X s &) neighborhoods, and leave us wanting more. meeting are always welcome.
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L egislative Action Day
Fourteen members and friends of the
34th District Democrats attended the
third annual KCDCC Legidative Action
Day in Olympiaon Presidents' Day.
Governor Gregoire spoke to usin the
morning and received rousing applause
from 100 plus Democrats who came
from all over King County.

As Education Chair of the National
Governors Association sheis
passionate about early childhood
education and college scholarships for
needy high school students. In time she
would like to see passage of her proposal
to offer 7th grade students a four year
college scholarship if they remained
“clean” and graduated on time.

The passing of the microphone to Joe McDermott
before Maralyn Chase, 32nd District Representative,
used up all Joe' stalking points. Photo by Ed Dupras

The Governor would also like to see all kids in Washington with health care coverage (SCHIP
expansion) by 2010 and touted the 165,000 new jobs (two-thirds are middle income) recently
produced in the state. She supports economic development at the local level and highlighted the
local economic changes taking place in Walla Walla as an example that has changed that
community’s perception from that of “onion growers and a prison” to promoting wine and tourism.
Gregoire hopes a West Coast state/BC compact will shortly be signed to promote common global
climate change legidation/activities. She mentioned that China’s trade representative recently told
her one of the reasons they wanted to partner with Washington was to learn more about this state’s
work to reduce the effects of climate change. Regarding clean elections, the Governor supports the
6 yr pilot for public funding of judicial races.

20 Legidators from King County, including House Speaker Frank Chopp and our own Rep. Joe
McDermott, dropped by during the lunch period to give us an update about their legislative
priorities. With many subjects covered by other legislators prior to his speaking, Joe reminded us
about marriage equality and that in New Jersey on this holiday the government offices were open
specifically to perform civil unions. We all felt this day was time well spent and the best LAC day
yet. For alist of other pending legislation, check out our website, 34dems.org.

Toni Lysen

LAC Chair

Our Two Youngest Members—Monica Harris and Sophie Gringer

Monica and the Governor—Two years ago a similar picture of Sophie with the Governor wasin
the newsletter. Sophie is now living in Y eravan with her mom and dad, former PCO Jeff Gringer.
Here sheisin the dog-eared town of Y eraskh on a veary closed border. Y ou can see the final
checkpoint several hundred meters down that road shot. Jeff didn®feel comfortable getting any
closer with his bright red diplomatic plates and a vehicle full of people carrying digital cameras.
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Volunteer Activities

Mailing Party
The April newsletter will be mailed on March 31 at Jackie
Dupras’ house. Give Jackie acal if you want to help.

White Center Food Bank

The 34th District Democrats are providing volunteers for the
evening of the fourth Wednesday of each month from 5:00 to
8:00 in the evening, March 28. Y our main job would be to
distribute food to working families who, thanks to our
booming economy, are not able to earn enough money to make
ends meet. There are other times you can help if you can't
make this day. Call Beth Grieser at 938-5706 for more
information.

M eetings

Executive Board

The 34th District Democrats Executive Board will be meeting
at anew location this month. The meeting will be on March
21 at the Puget Ridge Co-housing Commons Room at 7020—
18th Ave SW.

West Seattle Democratic WWomen

The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic Women will
be on March 22 at Daystar, which isright across the street
from Westwood Village on Barton Street. The guest speaker
this month will be Tina Shamseldin, chair of the King County
Democrats' Legidative Action Committee. The meeting starts
promptly at 11:30 so get there in plenty of time to check in and
visit with your friends before the meeting starts. Lunchis
$6.00 and includes coffee and dessert. To save wear and tear
on the Treasurer, please have exact change ready or make
checks payable to Daystar.

West Seattle Democratic Women

Working Women’s Group

Thisisthe third Working Women's WSDW meeting. So many
people can’'t make the lunch meetings because of work that the
WSDW is making atest run of evening or weekend meetings.
Tina Shamseldin will be the guest speaker. The exact time and
place has not yet been determined. Call Beth Grieser, 938-5706
for more information.

Notices

Pending Legislation on Website

Toni Lysen, Our Legidlative Action Chair, hasalist of
legislation that the KCDCC Legidative Action Committeeis
working on. Y ou may find this on our website, 34ddems.org..

Drinking Liberally

If you haven't been to Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub in Burien on the
fourth Thursday of the month, you have been missing great
conversation with fellow liberals including many of our
elected officials, and awhole ot of fun. Remember, you don’t
necessarily have to drink liberally, but talking liberally isa
must. The next meeting is on March 28 around 7:00.

White Center Food Bank Feinstein Challenge
For every donation the White Center Food Bank receives
during March and Apiril, the foundation will add money to it.
The foundation gives away one million dollars each year
divided proportionally among the agencies receiving
donations. The White Center community has the highest
concentration of poverty in the state and really needs your
help. If you have been thinking of donating to the food bank,
now isthetimeto doit. Thisis atraditionally slow time of
year for donations, but that doesn’t mean families stop needing
help. The address of the White Center Food Bank is

10829 8th Ave SW, Seattle WA 98146.

West Seattle Food Bank

Metropolitan Market and Morgan Street Thriftway are
donating 1% of the total of the receipts that are less than six
months oll to the West Seattle Food Bank. Thisis an easy way
to donate to the food bank without spending any money that
you wouldn't already spend.

Unwanted Phone Calls and Mail?

Last month, you might have received mail or phone calls
directed to 34th District members even though you had
checked the box on your membership form stating that you
didn’'t want your information released. Let me assure you that
your information was not released by us.

Our newsletter has a unique featurein that all our members are
listed in the margins of the newsletter. Anyone with a
computer can track down your address and phone number with
very little trouble. And if it is easy, someone is going to do it,
and they did.

We will do everything in our power to protect your privacy,
but thisis not a secret organization. Our only option isto take
the member list off the newsletter. We don’t want to do that.
Seeing your name on the newsl etter gives new members, and
old ones too, a sense that thisisindeed their organization and
that they belong. | have had comments from several members
to this effect. If you have any questions or want to talk to me
about any of this, you may call me, Jackie Dupras, at 935-9683
or e-mail at jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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Minutes of the 34th District Democrats M eeting of February 14

Chairman Ivan Weiss called the meeting to order at 7:04PM.
The flag salute was lead by County Councilman Dow
Constantine. The Adoption of Agenda, the Minutes of the
January meeting, and the Treasurer’s Report were approved
unanimously. The chairman introduced the 34" District officers
who were elected at the January meeting.

Chairman’s Report

Senator Erik Poulsen has filed three bills which would
effectively bring the Glacier strip mining on Maury Iland to a
halt. Representatives Eileen Cody and Joe McDermott will be
introducing House versions of the bills.

All are urged to attend the WSDCC PCO Training and Crab
Feed in Lacey on February 19. Toni Lysen urged attendance at
the King County Dems Legidative Action Day in Olympia—
also on February 19. A listing of LAC prioritized bills and other
local bills was made available.

Ivan appointed Linda Johnson as timekeeper. Jackie Dupras
announced 88 credentialed voters.

Tim Nuse moved to table Seattle Advisory Measure 1 - Tunnel
Hybrid Alternative. The motion was seconded and passed (54
approve/24 oppose).

It was moved to table Seattle Advisory Measure 2 — Elevated
Structure Alternative. The motion was seconded and failed (37
approve/46 oppose).

Wendell Sprigg moved to endorse Measure 2. The motion was
seconded. Phil Talmadge and Toni Lysen spoke to support. Dow
Constantine and Chris Arkills spoke against. Motion failed (35
approve/53 oppose).

Robin Hess moved to urge city and state officials to consider
other options for viaduct alternatives. Motion failed for lack of a
second to the motion.

Dan Fievez moved the 34™ District request the City Council and
Mayor work together on other viaduct options. The motion was
seconded. The chairman ruled the motion out of order and
remanded it to New Business.

Kathy Minsch moved to endorse Washington Environmental
Priorities: Clean Air-Clean Fuel, Wildlife Recreation Program,
Save Our Sound, and Elimination of Flame Retardants. The
motion was seconded. Tom Nuse spoke to support. There was no
opposition. Mation unanimously passed by voice vote.

Greg Doss introduced a resolution to endorse Common Sense
Firearms Regulations. Seattle Police Officer Steve Paulson
spoke to support. There was no opposition. The resolution was
unanimously passed.

George Cheong, political consultant and PCO, presented an
analysis of the 2006 election emphasizing voting patterns in the
34™ District. The results were discussed and will be posted on
the 34" District website.
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Fifteen Precinct Committee Officers were appointed: Dave
Coffman, SEA 34-1488; Judith Aguilar, SEA 34-1470; Robin
Hess, Vashon; Michael Ninburg, SEA 34-1469; Robert Murano,
Cove; Jeff Upthegrove, BUR 34-0465; Chuck Finney, SEA 34-
1460; Russell Brubaker, SEA 34-1487; Brian Bennett, BUR 34-
0560; David Rosendale, SEA 34-1511; Tania Maria Rosario,
SEA 34-1514; ChrisWeiss, BUR 34-1032, Brian Duncan; SEA
34-1516; Al Rouyer, SEA 34-1468; Christine Raver, SEA 34-
1259.

New Business

Dan Fievez moved to investigate the firing of U.S. Attorney
John McAKay. The motion was seconded. Ernestine Pearl-
Rosendal e spoke to support. The motion passed (39 approve/26
0Oppose).

Michael Taylor moved to endorse a NO vote on Advisory
Measure 2 — Elevated Structure Alternative. The motion was
seconded. Toni Lysen and Wendell Sprigg spoke to oppose.
Allan Munro spoke to support. Motion failed for lack of atwo-
thirds majority.

Robin Hess made a motion to urge elected officials to consider
other viaduct options. Dave Coffman and Tom Jurewicz spoke
to oppose. Dan Fievez spoke to support. Motion passed (46
approve/ 16 oppose).

Andrew Lewis spoke to draft Al Runte for State Super-intendent
of Public Instruction. A petition was circulated.

Dina Johnson spoke about the Clean Elections Rally in Olympia
sponsored by Washington Public Campaigns.

Ledlie Harris announced Pathfinder School’ s annual auction at
South Seattle Community College on March 3.

Ann Martin gave phone number, 206-601-0641, for volunteers
to canvas and telephone for promoting the tunnel option.

Michael Taylor announced Equality Lobby Day on February 26
and urged support of HB 1351 which would extend rights of
spouses to domestic partners.

Tina Shamseldin, KCDCC, reminded us of the Highline School
Levy on March 13.

Peggy Abby announced the West Seattle Democratic Women
will be awarding scholarships to winners of essays written about
the First Amendment. West Seattle and Sealth high school
students may enter.

Paul Carr announced the showing of the film, “The Ground
Truth” this Sunday at Seattle Unity Church.

Nels Ekroth stated concerns that nobody is addressing the
overpopulation issue.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14PM.

Respectfully submitted by Sharon Henderson, Secretary



Washington Health Security Trust
Following is aresolution that was presented to the Executive
Board by David McLanahan:

WHEREAS 600,000 residents of Washington State lack health
insurance coverage; and

WHEREAS employers currently have no incentive to not join
in the “race to the bottom” by shifting their health care costs to
employees and, in some cases, to the taxpayers viathe Basic
Healthcare Plan; and

WHEREAS our current system of employer-provided health
care coverage ties employees to their existing jobs for the sake
of the coverage and exposes them to the risk of losing coverage
when changing plans due to “pre-existing conditions’; and

WHEREAS the current system of competing health insurance
policiesimposes high costs upon health care providers as they
sort among the many requirements and forms to obtain
reimbursement for providing services; and

WHEREAS a unified financing system at the state level can
eliminate the fragmentation of the current system and can avoid
excessive costs and confusion from adding still more programs
to our current overburdened, inefficient health care financing
mechanisms; and

WHEREAS the Washington Health Security Trust Proposal, as
embodied in SB 5756 and HB 1886 demonstrates that a tightly
drafted state law can cover the complex issue of universal health
care coverage. State action, negotiation, and waivers can resolve
complicating relationships with federal laws and regulations,
such as ERISA and Taft-Hartley trusts without federal
legislation; however, enabling federal legislation such asthe
Health Partnership Act (S2772) would be helpful. existing
health care dollars can be managed within a dedicated health
security trust fund to cover medically necessary, high quality
health care for all residents without additional revenues; and

WHEREAS the Washington health Security Trust provides
affordable, comprehensive coverage of high quality health care
for al residents of the state, using a unified and cohesive
financing system which would use fewer health care dollars than
we spend now;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL VED that the 34™ District
Democrats endorse the Washington State Health Security Trust
bills (SB 5756 and HB 1886) now before the legislature, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 34" District Democrats
pledge to advocate and promote passage of SB 5756 and HB
1886 in the 2007 Washington State L egislature and to support
and encourage our own District legislators to enact said
legislation.

Resolution on a Better Use of Money

Than Fighting an Unnecessary War
Following is aresolution that was presented to the
Executive Board by Robin Hess

Wher eas, Ever since the destruction of the World Trade
Center, George W. Bush has used that event as reason for
pursing his “War on Terror,” attacking Afghanistan and
Iraq; and

Wher eas, His war has cost the lives of more Americans
(over 3,600) than were killed in the collapse of the World
Trade Center and 369 billion dollars; and

Wher eas, Over 3,400 Afghans and 57,000 Iragis have been
killed; and

Wher eas, Bush’s war has done nothing to reduce the
strength of those who destroyed the World Trade Center;
and

Wher eas, Bush’s war has caused more hatred of the United
states and increase the daily number of people flocking to
Iraq and other places to make war against us; and

Wher eas, If one tenth of that amount of money had been
spent on aid to the half of the world that is hungry,
homeless, poorly clothed and chronically sick, we would
have a) Essentially eliminated those hardships, b) Removed
most of the reason why so much of the world hates the
United States and is eager to fight against us, ¢) Removed
the support for many of the dictators around the world, and
d) Consequently introduced a new era of peace and freedom
for the world;

Therefore, we resolve that the Thirty-Fourth District urge
Representative McDermott and Senators Murray and
Cantwell to initiate a move to establish a viable American
program of world-wide relief; and

Further beit Resolved that the Thirty-Fourth District pass
this resolution on to the County, State and National Central
Committees of the Democratic Party; and

Further beit Resolved that the Thirty-Fourth District give
as wide publicity to this action as possible.

Treasurer’s Report

End of January Balance.........ccccccvvvvvvrenenieccienens $9,133
February REVENUES...........cccveveeverene e 1,472
February EXpenditures..........ccocvevevenesecceeneenese e 736
Balance as of February 26 ........cccocvvevvvrenveieeienenns $9,869
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KCDCC Report

Port Commissioner Alec Fisken reported that the
Port and Unions had approved domestic partner
benefits for all employees. He asked for our
support in the next election and asked usto vote
for Jack Block, Jr. for the other Commissioner
seat. Alec Fisken was endorsed; the move to
endorse Jack Block, Jr. was tabled until next
month.

The 2008 Presidential Candidate Panel of special
guest Ed Cote, 41st District Board Member Jeff
Smith, KCDCC Third Vice Chair Sharon Mast,
and 41st KCDCC Representative Aaron Belenky
gave their impressions of the Winter 2007 DNC
meeting in Washington. It seems hereisa
caucus for everything, including people of faith.
Ed Cote reported that we are making inroads
into that Republic bastion with a Religious
Caucus.

Several resolutions were presented. Two
resolutions were presented on the day and time
of the upcoming 2008 precinct caucuses. These
were combined into one with an amendment to
frame “any day other than Friday and Saturday.
The resolution passed.

A resolution in support of Lt. Ehren Watada
passed.

A resolution Requesting Congressional |nquiry
into Presidential Signing Statements passed.

A resolution to oppose SB6003 and JB1983 that
would take power of granting cable franchises
away from local communities and put it in the
hands of the State passed. Since local
communities traditionally allow multiple cable
franchises, it was feared the State might be
tempted to grant vast single franchises.

Robin Hess and Ernestine Pearl-Rosendale

Resolution Regarding Public
Financing of Professional Basketball

Following is a resolution presented to the Executive
Board by Ann Martin

Whereas, while we recognize the arguments put forward
about the economic benefits derived from the existence of
professional basketball teams in our community and
while we would love to keep the Seattle Sonicsin Sesttle,
we believe that similar investments in teachers, our
schools and local non-professional sports, in our health
care system and in environmental programs would be
more appropriate and have greater long-lasting effects on
the well-being of our community; and

Whereas, we have made substantial investmentsin
professional sportsin the past and now face the prospect
of teams |l eaving the area because they want more
investment while we are still paying off old investments;
and

Whereas, recent statewide pollsindicate 77 percent of the
public oppose use of public dollars for major sports
facilities and 71 percent believe pro sports owners should
pay for such facilities without public subsidies; and

Whereas, votersin Seattle overwhelmingly approved
Initiation 91, which put restrictions on funding of
professional sports; and

Whereas, Governor Gregoire has indicated a willingness
to consider public financing in the amount of $300
million for a new professional basketball stadiumin
Renton,

Now therefore be it resolved that the 34™ District
Democrats voice their strong opposition to public funding
of this stadium and urge our legislators to oppose
legislation that would use state funds to build the stadium.

Copies of thisresolution will be sent to state
Representatives Cody and McDermott, Senator Paulsen
and Governor Gregoire.

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in
submitted articles and letters
to the editor are those of the
author and not necessarily
those of the 34th District &
Democrats or the Executive
Board. All letters are subject
to editing for space and
content. Please keep to 500
words or less. Photos and
notices of upcoming events
are strongly encouraged. Mail
to Jackie Dupras, 1920 — 46th
SW, Sesattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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M essage from the Chair man (continued from Page 1)
maintained a high political profile.

But in histenure on the Port Commission, he has been a forthright
advocate for transparency in Port dealings, for more open meetings
and more fiscal responsibility, and for maintaining the working
waterfront for maritime uses.

Alec will be joined by longtime 34™ District Democrat and Burien
City Councilman Jack Block Jr., who is running for the Port
Commission seat held by Bob Edwards.

All thisand Darcy Burner, too
We will once again have the privilege of avisit from Darcy Burner,

who came closer than any Democrat has to capturing the House Seat
in Washington’s Eighth Congressional District.

Block to run for Port Commission
Burien City Councilman and 34" District
Democrat Jack Block Jr. isathird-
generation longshoreman and a second-
generation 34™ District Democrat. In
November, he hopes to be a second-
generation Seattle Port Commissioner.

Block, whose father, Jack Block Sr.,
served on the Port Commission from his
electionin 1973 to 2001, isrunning for
the seat held by incumbent Bob Edwards.
Jack will be at the March meeting to tell
members about his campaign.

The 34" District Democrats raised about $1,800 toward Darcy’s
campaign, and several of us banged doors and phone-
banked for her. She wants to thank us, and | hope we want
to thank her. Could this be a prelude to another runin
20087 come on down and ask her. See you Wednesday,
March 14, for al the democracy you can handle.

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats

PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@ working

When they@e sl eeping, we@e working."

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to

Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box

Name

183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Phone

Address

Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address

City

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):

$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter

____$50 Sponsor
$1,000 Endowment

Y ou may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:

Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish your

information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone

Address

=+
#O g
H* o~

AH #H
ECS

#23’_\

+



Friday—Sunday, March 9 —12
Camp Wellstone Seattle
www.wellstone.org for information

Wednesday, March 14, 7:00
34th District Democrats M eeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Saturday, March 17, 6:00
Pacific County Democrats Annual Crab Feed
South Bend Community Center, 360-942-5703

Sunday, March 18, 5:30—8:30

Jim McDer mott’s 18th Annual
Celebrating Our Roots Potato Festival
Town Hall, 1119 8th Avenue, Seattle

Wednesday, March 21, 6:30
Environmental Health L ecture—Biofuels
Town Hall Seattle, $15-$10

Wednesday, March 21, 7:30 p.m.

Bill M cKibben, author of The Wealth of
Communities and the Durable Future
Downstairs at Town Hall Seattle

Thursday, March 22, 11:30 am.
West Seattle Democratic Women
Daysta, across from Westwood Village on Barton

Saturday, March 24, 9:00—11:30 am.

Who Killed the Electric Car sponsored by
Washington Public Campaigns—$10,
Majestic Bay Theatre, 2044 NW Market St

Monday, March 26, 7:30 p.m.
Bob and LeeWoodruff—To Irag and Back
Downstairs at Town Hall Seattle

Tuesday, March 27, 7:00
King County Democrats M onthly M eeting
Renton Carpenters; Hall, 231 Burnett

Wednesday, March 28, 7:00
Drinking Liberally
Mick Kelly’sIrish Pub, 435 SW 152nd in Burien

8 7 &
(9+HB:H +

W ok~
*

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
SEATTLE WA
PERMIT NO 12504




