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Meeting Notice 
July 11, 2007 

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy 

9131 California Ave SW 
Across from the YMCA 

 
Endorsement Meeting 

 
At this meeting we will consider 
endorsements for candidates for the 
primary election in August. 

 
Only Members May Vote 
Only members who have paid dues by last 
month’s meeting may vote; however, our 
bylaws were amended last month to allow  
members who paid dues in 2006 to vote 
if their dues are paid at or before  the 
endorsement meeting. 
 
Potluck Snacks 
Please remember to bring a potluck snack 
to the meeting. It’s going to be a long 
meeting and we all could use a little 
sustenance. 
 

Annual Picnic 
A reminder: Our annual picnic will be held 
at Shelter 3 at Lincoln Park on Monday, 
July 9 at 6:00. See back page for more 
information 
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Message from the Chairman 
 
Endorsements and the “Pachyderm Principle” 
 

From all over King County, candidates for both 
partisan and nonpartisan races praised the 34th 
District Democrats’ candidate forum held June 13. We 
asked some pointed, substantive questions, some of 
which we considered “hardball,” and the candidates 
were up to answering them. 
 
Now we’ll see if those answers were good enough or 
not, at our endorsement meeting July 11. 
 
The endorsement rules, and the sections of our 
bylaws that pertain to endorsements, are posted on 
our Web site, and will be available to members and 
guests in hard copy form at the July meeting. The 
membership approved them at the June meeting, so 
they are not negotiable. If candidates have not 
complied with all of these provisions by the call to 
order for the July meeting, motions to endorse them 
will be ruled out of order. 
 
The Executive Board and I take endorsements and 
our endorsement process very seriously, and we hope 
that you do, too.  
 
We have tried to make an endorsement by the 34th 
District Democrats something to be sought, and not 
gained automatically, nor without effort. Candidates 
will have one, and only one, opportunity to be 
endorsed at the July meeting. There will be no second 
or third ballots—just one. Candidates who fall short of 
a two-thirds vote will not be endorsed. Those who are 
endorsed will have worked for it, just like we want 
them to. A “D” besides your name is NOT all it takes. 
 
Most candidates get this. They expend the effort to 
campaign in our District as a result, and respect our 
process. 
 
But some don’t, and here’s an example from this 
year’s campaign. These are not hypothetical cases. 
 
We have in the 34th District two present candidates 
for re-election to different positions, both members of 
our organization. Both are unopposed. Candidate A 
has been all over the place campaigning for votes, 
citing the need to keep campaigning and facing the 
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Marcee Stone Named President of 
Washington Public Campaigns 
34th District PCO Marcee Stone is passionate about changing 
our campaign financing system to one that takes the power 
from corporations and puts it in the hands of the people. She 
has been involved in Washington Public Campaigns practically 
from the beginning and was recently elected President of the 
organization. She has a BFA from the University of 
Washington in Drama which may contribute to her comfort  
with the audience. She was Chair of the Parent Education 
Program for Seattle Academy Parent Association and 
organized speaking events. She has worked in legal 
administration for many years. 
 

Three bills to provide for public financing of campaigns were sent to the legislature, one 
of them sponsored by Joe McDermott, but none of them passed. Washington Public 
Campaigns has decided that the best way is to bring the matter to the people.  
 
To qualify for public funding a candidate would collect signatures and a small donation 
from a set number of voters in his or her district. The candidate would receive a specific 
amount from the state based on amounts spent in similar races in the past, but must 
refuse all contributions  from other sources. If an opponent raised more money than the 
set amount, the publicly-funded candidate would receive more funds, thus leveling the 
playing field.   

PCO’s in the News 

Dan Fievez Needs $100,000 to Buy a Church  
Actually, the $100,000 is the down payment for the 
First Church of Christ Scientist, an acoustically as 
well as architecturally magnificent church built in 
1906. The building was sold to Joe Soecette, a 
local developer who has plans to develop the 
church into luxury condominiums. As an official city 
landmark, the exterior cannot be touched, but what 
happens to the interior is another story. The 
church organ and the pews have been removed, 
but the interior of the church is untouched, at least 
for now. Dan Fievez, who loves opera as much as 
he loves beautiful women, thinks it would be a 
perfect performing arts center. What he envisions 
is a diverse arts center that a variety of musical 
organizations could call home. Surprisingly, the owner agrees with Dan and is listening, 
but points out that he has invested quite a bit of money and he could get a demolition 
permit almost immediately. He’s willing to sell but time is running out. 
 
Getting the down payment is the hard part. Dan says that the larger financing needed to 
buy the church would be a quicker process than getting the earnest money. One bank has 
provided him with a letter acknowledging its interest and stating that the project and its 
financial requirements are within the scope of what the bank can and wants to do.  
The building is in Frank Chopp’s district and he is supportive of the project as is our 
senator, Erik Poulsen. 

 
The 34th District has several members involved. PCO Dan 
Fievez is the General Director of the First Center for the 
Performing Arts and 34th District member David McMurray 
has set up a website, 1stcenter@1stcenterpa.com. PCO 
Richard Bartlett has put together a two minute video that 
should be on the website by the time you receive this 
newsletter. Be sure to check it out. You might consider 
sending Dan some money for this project. It’s worth it. 

Dan Fievez and Joe Soecette, the 
building’s owner, inside the church.  
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Volunteer Activities 
 
Newsletter Mailing Party 
Since there is no meeting in August there is no date 
set by our bylaws for mailing, or even having one in 
the first place.  Since there is an election and a 
garden party, there will still be a newsletter. The plan 
is to mail it out the afternoon of Monday, July 30, but 
this could change. Call Jackie Dupras (935-9683) for 
more information. 
 

Garden Party 
Our 12th Annual Garden Party fundraiser will be held 
on August 10 and like all fundraisers, we need lots 
and lots of volunteers to help with setting up tables, 
sign-in, people to help with the food, runners for the 
auction, and any other tasks that make an auction 
run smoothly. If you can help, contact Jackie Dupras 
at 935-9683 or jdupras@quidnunc.net 
 

Tabling at the Farmers’ Market 
If you would like to meet a lot of really nice people 
who like to talk about politics and are actually 
interested in what you have to say as a Democrat, 
help Jackie out at the Farmers’ Market on Sundays 
from 10:00 to 2:00. If you are interested, call Jackie 
Dupras at 935-9683. 
 

White Center Food Bank 
The 34th District Democrats are partnering with the 
Fauntleroy Church to provide volunteers for the 
evening of the fourth Wednesday of the month  
(July 25) from 5:00 to 8:00. If you are interested in 
being part of this, call Beth Grieser at 938-5706. 
 

Summer Festivals 
 

Vashon Strawberry Festival 
The Grand Parade starts at 11:00 on Saturday,  
July 14. We walk with our elected officials who, this 
year, because of all the work done to try to save 
Maury Island from Glacier, will be heroes.  Check the 
website for more information or call Ivan Weiss. 
 

Hi Yu Parade 
We will walk in the Hi-Yu parade, on July 21, 
probably with our elected officials. The parade starts 
at 11:00. Check the website to find out where to 
meet, or call Jackie Dupras. After this parade is over, 
many of us head on to the parade in White Center. 
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White Center Jubilee Days 
We will have a booth at Jubilee Days, July 21 and 22. 
If you can help at the booth, call Tanya Aguilar at  
296-9613. The parade starts at 1:00. 
 

Meetings 
 
West Seattle Democratic Women 
Instead of a meeting the WSDW will have a summer 
picnic at Lois Elenich’s home. It’s aat the regular time, 
July 26 at 11:30.  It’s a potluck so bring your favorite 
potluck dish. Call Beth Grieser at 938-5706 or Lois 
Elenich at 932-6088 for directions or more information. 
 

WSDW Saturday Meeting 
The next meeting of the West Seattle Democratic 
Working Women will be from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on July 14 
at the High Point Library, 35th and Raymond. The 
guest speaker will be Deb Saxon of the Washington 
State Democrats’ Grassroots Campaign.  
 

Evergreen Democratic Club 
The Evergreen Democratic Club will meet on July 10 
at Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd in Burien. 
Lunch is $12.00. On the program will be candidates 
Thom McCann for Port Commission and Tim Burgess 
for Seattle City Council, and a legislative update with 
33rd District Representative Dave Upthegrove and 
Senator Karen Keiser. For more information, call 
Stephen Lamphear at 439-7362. 
 

Executive Board 
 
The 34th District Democrats’ Executive Board will 
meet at 7:00 on July 18 at the common room at the 
Puget Ridge Co-housing, 7020 18th Ave SW. All 
members are welcome to attend. 
 

Notices 
 

Our Annual Picnic is Monday, July 9 
In case you missed the other two places in the 
newsletter where this was printed, here it is again. The 
picnic is usually at our regular July meeting time, but 
since the primary is being held in August we need to 
shuffle our schedule a bit and make our endorsements 
at our regular July meeting and have the picnic on 
July 9. Check the back page for more information. 
 
 



 

Editorial Policy 
 

The opinions expressed in submitted articles and 
letters to the editor are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or the 
Executive Board. All letters are subject to editing for 
space and content. Please keep to 300 words or less. 
Photos and notices of upcoming events are strongly 
encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras, 1920 – 46th SW, 
Seattle, WA  98116 or jdupras@quidnunc.net. 
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We’re in the  
West Seattle Herald 
Our candidate forum is always one of our best 
meetings of the year and this year was no 
exception. Over 100 people attended and we 
made the front page of the West Seattle Herald. It 
was a long, complimentary article. It’s not 
available on the newsstands anymore, but you 
can check the website if you haven’t already seen 
it. There is a link to it on 34dems.org.. 
 
One question that was asked of several of the 
candidates was, “Have you ever voted for a 
candidate who was not a Democrat?” It turns out 
that quite a few of us have something to hide. 
Venus Valazquez admitted that she voted for 
Ronald Reagan, an extreme error in judgment, the 

audience noted. She was forgiven when she explained 
that she was only eighteen and she would never ever 
do it again.  Al Runte voted for Jacob Javits when he 
lived in New York.  But even one of our most partisan 
members, who shall remain nameless, not only voted 
for John Spellman against Dixie Lee Ray, but is proud 
of it and would do it again.  
 
Dow Constantine has run four times out of the last six 
elections and this time he just might have something to 
worry about. He has a Democratic opponent, or at 
least someone who is a Democrat this time around:  
Michael Goodspaceguy Nelson. Unfortunately he did 
not attend the forum so we were unable to get more 
information on his idea for human settlements on other 
planets. Even before being asked, Dow gave this 
answer to  the inevitable question: “I don’t have a 
position on the colonization of space.” Well, that’s 
certainly  good to hear. 
 
34th District member and Seattle City Councilman 
Tom Rasmussen is unopposed but came to the forum 
anyway. When asked why he was even bothering to 
campaign since he’s already won de facto reelection, 
he replied that he wanted to be accountable and 
accessible. And we all know he always has been. 
 
Be sure to check out the Herald if you were unable to 
attend the meeting, or even if you were there.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
End of May Balance .......................................$8, 580 
June Revenues .....................................................576 
June Expenditures ................................................753 
Balance as of June 24 .....................................$8,403 
 

KCDCC Report 
Candidates for current positions spoke to the audience.  
Keith Scully and Bill Sherman spoke at length to their 
individual merits for King County Prosecuting Attorney, 
emphasizing the importance of having a Democrat in the 
position to make needed changes and how those changes 
would affect the way law enforcement is handled in King 
County and further in Washington State. Both candidates 
are highly qualified; Suzie Sheary noted it will be a difficult 
decision for endorsement.  Bill Sherman’s web site is www.
billsherman.org; Keith Scully’s is www.keithscully.com.  The 
KCDCC endorsement meeting is scheduled for July. 
 
An 8th Congressional District Democratic organization has 
been formed.  Tina Shamseldin announced an LAC 
meeting for the 3rd Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m. in the 36th LD.  Brad 
Larssen, from the 45th LD, was endorsed as a write in 
candidate for the King County Council District 6 seat.  
Office and committee reports were briefly presented, 
notably the finance committee; the Central Committee is 
short on funds and an invitation was issued for more 
members and donations.  Kelly Larson is a new member of 
the WSDCC research staff , investigating congressional 
accountability.  The Citizens Election Options committee 
discussed Dwight Pelz’ 6/26 statement re: Diebold on 
Washblog. 
 
Two resolutions passed:  one on reinstating habeas corpus 
and one on campaign financing reform. 
 
Submitted by Ernestine Pearl-Rosendale 
King County Committeewoman 

Three candidates for Seattle City Counci Position . Venus 
Valazquez at the microphone confessing that she had indeed 
voted for a Republican—but she was only eighteen! 
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This is an edited version of the minutes of our 
endorsement meeting. For the complete 
minutes check 34dems.org. 
 
Chairman Ivan Weiss called the meeting to 
order at 7:00PM.  
 
The flag salute was led by County Councilman 
Dow Constantine.  
 
The agenda, minutes, and Treasurer’s Report 
were moved, seconded and passed by voice 
vote. 
 
The endorsement rules were moved and 
seconded to approve without discussion. The 
motion passed by voice vote. 
 
Jackie Dupras explained a proposed change to 
the bylaws allowing members to renew their 
membership at the time of the endorsement 
meeting. The proposal was approved by a 
voice vote. 
 
Resolutions 
The 34th District Executive Board 
recommended opposition to renewal of the Fast 
Track Trade Promotion Authority. Member Mark 
Slack, maker of the motion, yielded his time to 
Stan Sorscher (46th District) to support this 
position. There was no opposition. Approval of 
the resolution was moved, seconded and 
passed by a voice vote. 
 
The Board also recommended a resolution to 
save Lora Lake Apartments as affordable 
housing. Cherisse Luxa spoke in support. 
There was no opposition. Approval of the 
resolution was moved, seconded and passed 
by a voice vote. 
 
Candidate Forum   
Candidates for the following offices attended 
the forum and answered questions: 
 
King County Assessor:  
Bill Dubay spoke for Scott Noble 
 
King County Prosecutor:  
Keith Scully and Bill Sherman 
 
King County Position 8:  
Dow Constantine 
 
Seattle City Council 
Position 5, Tom Rasmussen 
 
Position 1: Jean Godden; Karen Engstrom 
spoke for Joe Szwaya 

Position 3: Bruce Harrell, Al Runte, Venus 
Valazquez 
 
Position 7:  Tim Burgess and David Della 
 
Seattle School Board 
Position 1: Peter Maier 
 
Position 2, Sherry Carr and Lisa Stuebing 
 
Position 4: Maria Ramirez and Steve Sundquist 
 
Seattle Port Commission 
Position 2, Jack Block, Jr., Thom McCann and 
Gael Tarleton 
 
Position 5:   Alec Fisken 
 
Burien City Council 
Position 4:  Stephen Lamphear 
 
Position 6:  Kathy Keene 
 
Highline School District 
Position 1:  Fiasili Savusa 
 
Position 4:  Bernie Dorsey 
 
Southwest Suburban Sewer District 
Position 2:  John Jovanovich and Bill Tracy 
                                     
New Business 
One Precinct Committee Officer was appointed:  
Dan Mitchell  SEA34-1530. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
Peggy Abby announced “Our Constitution in 
Crisis: A Call to Action” to organize for 
presidential impeachment. The date is Sunday, 
June 24th at 1-5 pm. The location is Pigott 
Auditorium on the Seattle University campus. 
 
Chris Arkills (PCO SEA34-1515) announced a 
public hearing “How Would You Change 
County Government?”  on Wednesday, June 
20th at 6:30-8PM. Location is the Hall at 
Fauntleroy. 
 
Don Bennett invited all to help the 11th District 
Democrats man their Burien Strawberry 
Festival booth on June 23rd & 24th. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Sharon Henderson 
 
 

Minutes of the 34th District June 13 Meeting 



voters, even without opposition. Candidate B, on the other hand, declined to participate in the candidate 
forum or in the endorsement process, without even offering an explanation or citing any previous 
commitment 
 
To Candidate A, clearly our endorsement means something. Clearly WE mean something. Candidate B, 
to whom our endorsement and our support apparently are not worth bothering with, will learn that many 
of us practice the Pachyderm Principle of Politics: We have hides like a rhinoceros and memories like an 
elephant. 
 
Candidates will have one shot at most of our membership before the endorsement meeting—at our 
District Picnic, Monday, July 9, 6 PM at Lincoln Park, at which there will be good food and drink (no 
alcohol, remember—it’s a city park), good company, and NO SPEECHES!  
 
And before the primary, candidates can campaign for votes among our membership at the 34th District 
Democrats’ 12th Annual Garden Party, Friday, August 10 at West Seattle Nursery, 6 PM. 
Candidates who survive the primary but who have not yet been endorsed can try us again for the 
general election at our September meeting. 
 
Is that all the democracy you can handle? Come and see 
us on the 11th, and let’s make this one hell of a 
Democratic year. 
-- 
Ivan Weiss        Chairman, 34th District Democrats 
PO Box 860        http://www.34dems.org 
Vashon WA 98070   206-463-4647 
"When they're working, we're working 
When they're sleeping, we're working." 

34th District Annual Garden Party 
Our annual Garden Party is going to be even better than ever. Thanks to Bruce Stotler, the food will be 
catered by the New Orleans Restaurant and will include jambalaya, both with meat and vegetarian, 
spicy or not so spicy chicken wings, red beans and rice, pasta salad with shrimp, corn fritters and coq au 
vin.  As usual, the wine will be from the West Seattle Cellars and the beer from Pacific Rim Brewery. It 
should be a great party. 
 
But in order for this event to be a success we need more than food. We need quality items for our 
auction. We have the best auctioneer in town, Bob Watt, and now we need to get those auction items to 
sell. Do you have a vacation cabin? Consider donating a weekend. Maybe you have a skill or are a 
great, or even just  good, cook. Dinners, your house or theirs,  are always a popular choice. If you have 
an item you would like to donate contact Jackie Dupras at 935-9683 or jdupras@quidnunc.net. 
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Message from the Chairman  
Continued from Page 1 

Land Commissioner from the 34th District? 
According to an article in the Seattle P-I, which you may or may not have seen, two of our favorites, 
Senator Erik Poulsen and King County Councilman Dow Constantine, have said that they’re thinking 
about entering the race for Land Commissioner. Also in the running is Peter Goldmark who impressed 
us all when he ran against US Representative Cathy Morris.  
 
In our district, expansion of mining on Maury Island is an important issue. Dow Constantine is quoted as 
saying that Sutherland has “demonstrated a lack of interest in the environmental challenges facing 
Puget Sound. The particular issue that is really getting my gall has been the Maury Island Gravel Mine. 
The commissioner has made plenty of room for a proposed gravel mine and dock, which is at odds with 
the purposes that the Maury Island reserve was established for.”  
 
Erik Poulsen said that his work creating the Puget Sound Partnership and as lead negotiator in breaking 
the 30-year impasse over Columbia River water will likely stand out if he decides to run for office.  
 
Any of these three would be a good choice to run against Doug Sutherland, a pro-industry Republican. 



  Phone  Address E-mail  
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JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS! 
�

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, 
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA  98136-1879 
 
Name__________________________________________________ Phone____________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________Zip_________________ 
 
E-Mail_______________________________________ Occupation___________________________ 
 
Employer______________________  Address_________________________ City_______________ 
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act. 
Contributions are not tax deductible. 
 
Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January –December): 
____$15 Basic Dues        ____$3 Living Lightly         ____$25 Friend                ____$50 Sponsor                
____$100 Benefactor   ____$250 Sustaining    ____$500 Underwriter   ____$1,000  Endowment 
  
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:  
 
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish 
your information released, check the appropriate box or boxes. 
 
Do not release my:     Phone  Address E-mail  
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Monday, July 9, 6:00  
34th District Democrats Annual Picnic 
Lincoln Park, Shelter 3 
 
Tuesday, July 10, 11:30 
Evergreen Democratic Club 
Angelo’s Restaurant in Burien 
 
Wednesday, July 11, 7:00 Meeting 
34th District Democrats Endorsement Meeting 
The Hall at Fauntleroy  
 
Saturday, July 14, 3—5 p.m. 
WSDW Working Women’s Meeting 
High Point Library 
 
Saturday, July 14 
Vashon Strawberry Festival 
 
Sunday, July 15, 2:00 
Legislative Action Committee 
Check KCDEMS.org for location 
 
Wednesday July 18, 7:00 
Executive Board Meeting 
7020 18th Ave SW, Common House 
 

Saturday, July 21 
West Seattle Hi-Yu Parade 
 
Saturday, July 21 and Sunday, July 22 
White Center Jubilee Days   
Parade on Saturday 
 
Tuesday, July 24, 7:00 
King County Democrats Endorsement Meeting 
Renton Carpenters’ Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N 
 
Wednesday, July 25, 7:00 
Drinking Liberally 
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub 435 SW 152nd in Burien 
 
Thursday, July 26, 11:30 
West Seattle Democratic Women’s Picnic 
Lois Elenich’s home 
 
Saturday, July 28 
King County Democrats Annual Picnic 
Lower Woodland Park 
 
Friday, August 10, 
12th Annual Garden Party 
West Seattle Nursery 
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