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Let's party for the Party

The 34" District Democrats’ Holiday Party will be on
our regular meeting day, Wednesday, December 12,
at the Hall at Fauntleroy, in the back room (Vashon
Room). Setup starts at 6 PM. If you haven’'t been to
one before, prepare yourselves for a treat.

Our members knock themselves out to prepare their
favorite potluck dishes, there is plenty to drink,
children have a great time, as at our picnic, except for
a welcome there are NO SPEECHES, and we get to
know each other without being burdened by a
program.

All that said, there are a few things that members can
do so that our Holiday Party will continue to be the
success that it has been:

Bring main dishes and salads, if you can. We
recognize that not everyone can do this. People
do work, and not everyone can spend all day in
the kitchen. Just remember that there always are
enough desserts. Buckets of fried chicken, or
some barbecue, and good deli finger food are
always welcome if you are in a rush.

Bring your favorite “Christmas cheer,” but you
must deliver it to the bar. The bartender will be on
duty and will pour it for you. These are the rules
under which we operate as a condition of our
tenancy at the Hall.

Bring friends and neighbors. The Holiday Party
gives us a chance to connect with people who
might be with us in the trenches, but who hate
meetings. If you know neighbors who might be
induced to help us at the precinct caucuses or in
other ways, they might enjoy meeting some of us
in this setting. We never should turn down
opportunities for organizing, no matter what the
venue. Whatever works.

We're still the Democrats. That means people can
and will campaign for the Democratic presidential
candidate of their choice.

The Vashon Room is handy to the Hall's parking
lot, which is behind the building. There is a ramp
for wheelchair users.

Continued on Page 5
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2008 Dues Are Now Due!

This year we set an all-time record for
membership: 486 paid members, 542
including all PCOs. Next year, an important
election year, will be even better! You know
your going to join, so why not now? Get a full
year for your money. The membership form is

on page 5.
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A Happy Ending on the Lora Lake Apartments

As most of you will recall, we passed a resolution last May concerning preservation of the
Lora Lake Apartments as affordable housing. Seventy-two units of this complex were
located in the Runway Protection Zone and have already been torn down, but the other
162 are outside of the zone. King County Housing Authority had operated the complex
under an agreement with the Port which bought Lora Lake to use as a buffer zone for the
third runway until the it was completed, at which time the complex would be demolished
and the land used for commercial activity.

After pressure from Ron Sims, a lawsuit filed by the King County Housing Authority to
take the Lora Lake Apartments using the power of eminent domain, and negotiations with
Dave Upthegrove and Frank Chopp, an
agreement has finally been reached. A
Memorandum of Understanding was approved
by the Burien City Council by a 4 to 2 vote on
November 5 calling for the King County Housing
Authority to purchase the Lora Lake Apartments
from the Port of Seattle. 34th District members
s Sue Blazak, Jack Block Jr, Lucy Krakowiak and
Mayor Joan McGilton voted to approve the

- i Memorandum. The City Council approved the
agreement on the condition that the city wouldn't be held responsible if Lora Lake
residents sue over noise or pollution, although other residences are closer to the flight
path and there has been no discussion of tearing them down.

This is a big victory for housing advocates who had argued that the Port’s plan to
demolish the complex for commercial use was at odds with the County’s Plan to End
Homelessness. Much of the credit goes to our own Cherisse Luxa. Cherisse stubbornly
kept at it and continued coordinating with the Housing Authority and Council of Churches
and mobilizing the PCOs in Burien. She was tireless. Hats off to you, Cherisse.

Why a Primary When We Have Caucuses?

That's a question we have been hearing a lot lately. Back in 1989, after the Republicans
were embarrassed by the religious right takeover of their caucuses when the state went
for Pat Robertson, an initiative was approved by the people and then passed by the
Legislature calling for a presidential primary. But while it called for a primary, it did not
require the parties to choose their delegates based on it. In 2004, neither Republicans
nor Democrats chose their delegates from the primary and the primary was cancelled.

This year, Republicans are selecting a little less than half of their delegates from the
primary and the rest from caucuses. The DNC has required the Washington State
Democrats to choose one or the other: caucus or primary. The state party has chosen to
continue with the caucus system. Remember, any Democrat can attend and be actively
involved in their caucus. This is grass roots politics at its best. Many of our members
have had their first involvement with the party at a caucus that a friend or their PCO
talked them into attending.

While it's theoretically possible for special interest groups to take over our caucuses like
happened to the Republicans in 1988, it is highly unlikely because we are advertising our
caucuses better than in 1988, and the attendance at the 2004 was huge, and we expect
even higher attendance in 2008. With numbers like we had it's pretty hard for a special
interest to take hold.

It is each party’s right to choose its own candidates. In Washington’s primary, a
Democrat can vote for a Republican and vice versa. In 2004 some people, not any of us
of course, but other people, chose a Republican ballot because one candidate was
completely despicable (Bush) so they voted for the lesser of two evils (McCain) on the off
chance that a Republican won. While we might like doing that to Republicans we don’t
want Republicans doing that to us, and it didn’'t work out all that well anyway.

So, since no Democratic delegates are chosen from the primary, go ahead and take that
Republican ballot and pick the least despicable candidate, assuming there is one.
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Volunteer Activities

Newsletter Mailing Party

The January newsletter will be mailed on Saturday,
December 29. Start the New Year right by helping get the
newsletter out. Call Jackie Dupras, 935-9683, if you want
to help.

Precinct Caucuses

Volunteers are needed for all kinds of tasks, everything
from greeters to area caucus coordinators. If you want to
be involved in the caucuses, we can find you a job.
Contact Tim Nuse at timnuse@gmail.com

White Center Food Bank

The holidays are always a busy time for food banks, and
this year is no exception. The Food Bank will be needing
volunteers the dates of December 19, 20 and 21. Call
Beth Grieser at 938-5706 to volunteer and to find out
which of these days will be the 34th District’'s evening.

Meetings (and Parties!)

Executive Board
There will be no meeting of the 34th District Democrats’
Executive Board until January.

Caucus Outreach Committee

The caucus Outreach Planning Committee will meet on
December 10. This committee is responsible for making
sure that every Demaocrat in the 34th District knows about
the caucus, where it is, and getting them to attend. If you
are interested in working on this, contact Tim Nuse or
Les Treall.

KCDCC Legislative Action Committee
The LAC will meet at the Green Lake Library on Sunday,
December 16 from 2:00 to 4:00. Speaker Frank Chopp
will review draft legislative agenda.

WSDW Saturday Group

The Saturday Group of the West Seattle Democratic
Women is having a party, refreshments provided, on
December 8 from 3:00 to 5:00 at the home of Lynne
Ingalls, 7120—39th Ave SW. The easiest way to get to
Lynne’s home is to go south on 39th from Morgan Street.

West Seattle Democratic Women

The West Seattle Democratic Women lunch group will
have their party at Murphy’s at 2940 SW Avalon, on
December 13 at 11:30. Refreshments will be provided.

Evergreen Democratic Club

The Evergreen Democratic Club will have a Holiday
Buffet on Tuesday, December 11 at Angelo’s
Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd in Burien at 11:30.
Legislators from the 11th, 33rd, 34th and County Council
are invited to be honored for their hard work.

Notices

Precinct Caucuses

As you must have heard by now, the precinct caucuses
will be held at 1:00 on Saturday, February 9. We have
nineteen locations confirmed, but we have not yet
assigned any precincts to specific locations yet. You will
have this information in the January newsletter or check
our website.

If you are a PCO, you should have received an e-malil
with a general overview of the process and what is
expected of you.

Resolutions will be accepted at the precinct level, but

there won't be time for discussion. They will be collected
and sent along for approval at the County Convention.

Our Area Food Banks Need Our Help

White Center Food Bank

At Thanksgiving, the White Center Food Bank fed 559
families or a total of 2,149 people. They need all the help
they can get. White Center is not in the city limits so it
does not receive the same kind of funding that most
other food banks receive. If you want to donate food,
there is a barrel for donations at the Admiral Safeway.
Money is welcome! If you write a check please let them
know you heard about it from the 34th District
Democrats. Send your checks to White Center Food
Bank, 10829 8th Ave SW, Seattle WA 98146.

West Seattle Food Bank

The West Seattle Food Bank has food donation bins at
the Metropolitan Market, PCC and West Seattle
Thriftway at Morgan Street. Again, cash donations are
always welcome. Send checks to the West Seattle Food
Bank, 3419 SW Morgan Street, Seattle WA 98126. You
may donate online at www.westseattlefoodbank.org.

Don't forget to keep saving those Thriftway and
Metropolitan Market receipts. The West Seattle Food
Bank gets 1% of the total of receipts.
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Minutes of the November 14 Meeting of the 34th District Democrats

Chair Ilvan Weiss called the meeting to order at
7:04PM.

The flag salute was lead by Chris Weiss.

Adoption of the agenda, minutes, and Treasurer’s
Report were moved, seconded and passed by
voice vote.

Chair's Report
Washington Public Campaigns chair Marcee

Stone announced a Clean Elections Forum on
Saturday, November 17 at 7:30 PM. A reception
with dignitaries and panelists will be at 6 PM.
Location is Kane Hall on the UW campus.

A huge victory was scored in Burien when a

resolution to save the Lora Lake Apartments was
passed. Kudos to Cherisse Luxa for keeping the
pressure on the Port and the Burien City Council.

Ivan and Representative Sharon Nelson visited
the 45th District and spoke to urge support for
efforts to contain Maury Island strip mining. The
45th District Dems have passed a motion in
support of that position.

Institute for a Democratic Future

Olivia Robinson represented the Institute for a
Democratic Future speaking about their goal of
developing and promoting civic leaders in
Washington state. Applications for an upcoming
class in January are now being accepted.
Applicants must be Democrats between the ages
of 21 and 36. See www.democraticfuture.org for
details.

Bylaws
Bylaws chair Richard Bartlett announced that the

bylaws discussions were finished and the
proposed changes were published in the
newsletter. Cathy Rouyer made a motion to
accept the revised edition. Allan Munro
suggested that Section 6.a., removing the
requirement for a one month membership before
voting on resolutions, was confusing. The motion
was amended to use the same language on
membership requirements for resolutions as that
in the section on endorsements: Only members in
good standing by the end of the prior month's
meeting may vote, except that any member who
had paid dues in the previous calendar year may
vote if the membership is renewed at or before the
meeting. The Motion passed.

2007 Election and Appointment

34th District Representative Sharon Nelson
thanked the District for her successful election and
said she has begun preparations for her term. She
can be reached at 360 786 7952 or at
nelson.sharon@leg.wa.gov.

-6-

Other officials stating thanks for their election to
office were: Senator Joe McDermott, Seattle City
Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, Seattle City
Councilmember Sally Clark, and County
Councilmember Dow Constantine.

2007 Election Debrief
The microphone was opened for post election
comments by members.

Precinct Caucuses
Tim Nuse announced preparations are well
underway for the February 9th caucuses.
Our District’s goal is to have 5,200 Democrats
participate which is 800 more than in 2004.
The locations are secured.
Grassroots efforts to promote caucus
attendance have begun. “Save the Date”
cards were passed out.
PCOs will attend one of three scheduled
training sessions to prepare for the caucuses.
The next Caucus Outreach meeting will be
December 10th at 7PM. See website for
location.

Appointment of Precinct Committee Officers
The 34th District welcomed four new PCOs: Amy
Lee Derenthal, SEA 34-1540; Artemis OakGrove,
SEA 34-1476; Charles Torrey, Colvos; and
Kimber McCreary, SEA 34-1470.

There was no Old or New Business.

Good of the Order

The Washington State Democrats Holiday Party
will be at the Westin Hotel on December 2nd.
Congressional delegates will be in attendance.

The 34th District Dems Christmas Party will be
December 12th in the back room at Fauntleroy
Hall. It is potluck.

School Board candidate Maria Ramirez thanked
the District for supporting her in the election.

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Henderson

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles and
letters to the editor are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the 34th District Democrats or
the Executive Board. All letters are subject to
editing for space and content. Please keep to 300
words or less. Photos and notices of upcoming
events are strongly encouraged. Mail to Jackie
Dupras, 1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.
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Last and never least: Bring your kids. Bring your grandkids. Let them run around and have a great
time. We'll fill them full of sugar and you can put them to bed. We do what we do for them, after all.

The District will provide some food (we haven't nailed that down yet) and some beverages, but standard
operating procedure is that this party is potluck. It has worked for us in the past, and we expect that to
continue.

So see you December 12 for all the holiday fun you can handle.

People come, people go

So we have three vacancies on our Executive Board: Secretary, King County Committeewoman, and
King County Committeewoman alternate. Nominations and elections for these three positions will be on
the agenda for the January 9 meeting.

According to our bylaws, all members may vote for Secretary, but only elected and appointed PCOs
may vote for King County Committeewoman and King County Committeewoman alternate. All members
can run for any positions that are not gender specific.

Please call me if you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, and I'll fill you in on the details.

Thanks to our outgoing Executive Board members for their service to the District: Sharon Henderson,
Secretary; Ernestine Pearl-Rosendale, King County Committeewoman; Cherisse Luxa, King County
Committeewoman alternate.

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats

PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647

"When they@e working, we@e working

When they@e sleeping, we@ working."

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address
*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment
You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:

Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish
your information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail Phone Address
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34th District Democrats
Annual Holiday Party

Wednesday, December 12 at 6:00

In the Back (Vashon) Room at

The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW (across from the YMCA)

It's a potluck, so bring your
favorite potluck dish.

The 34th District will provide beer, wine and soft
drinks, along with paper plates, napkins, etc.

Make some kid’s holiday a little happier and
bring a gift for the West Seattle Helpline. Toys
are always welcome, as are gift cards.

Saturday, December 8, 3:00—5:00
WSDW—The Saturday Group Holiday Party
7120 39th Ave SW

Tuesday, December 11, 11:30
Evergreen Democratic Club Holiday Party
Angelo’s Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd in Burien

Wednesday, December 12, 6:00
34th District Democrats Annual Holiday Party
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Thursday, December 13, 11:30
West Seattle Democratic Women Holiday Party
Murphy’s, 2740 SW Avalon

Wednesday, December 26, 7:00 or so
Drinking Liberally in Burien
Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub , 435 SW 152nd

Saturday, February 9, 1:00
Precinct Caucuses

At a Location Near You
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