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Chairman’s Message
What a year—and the best is yet to come!

The election is over, and we have a lot to be proud of. Now
let’s kick back and enjoy the holidays.

The annual 34™ District Holiday Party will be on the second
Wednesday as usual, December 13, at the Hall at
Fauntleroy. We'll set up starting at 6 PM and begin serving
food at 7.

There will be no call to order, no flag salute, no business,
no resolutions just food and drink and good fellowship. At
7:30 we® be treated to a performance of Mexican folk
dancing by Joyas Mestizas, a group of young dancers from
the White Center area, who will be our guests for the
evening.

Please bring your favorite main dish, side dish, beverage,
salad, baked goods, desserts, whatever. Surprise us! We
have always been successful with a total pot luck format,
and no one has gone away unsatisfied yet.

It's the perfect opportunity for members to bring friends or
relatives who you think might be interested in being our
members. Building our membership will be everybody’'s
business as we work to gain strength for the 2008 election,
when we will take back the White House and re-elect
Governor Gregoire in Olympia.

We'll be looking to fill every precinct with a precinct
committee officer, and to get the 34" District Democrats
more involved in community groups and neighborhood
affairs. All politics is local at its root, and we can’t expect to
solve the problems of the world if we can't be good,

sk
Party, Party, Party!

December 13
6:00 set-up, dinner at 7:00
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Directions to Parking Lot

We'll be in the back (Vashon) room,
which has easy access to the parking
lot. There will be signs directing you, but
just in case: turn north onto 45th; go one
long block to SW Director, turn right,
and then right into the playground. Pay
attention, though. It's easy to miss.

It's a potluck,

so bring your favorite potluck main dish,
salad, dessert, or anything else that you
think we might enjoy eating or drinking.

Gift Giving

The holidays are hard for some among
us, and if you can, please bring a gift for
those being helped by the West Seattle
Helpline. Toys are always welcome, and
teenagers appreciate gift cards from
stores like Target and Hollywood Video.
If you wrap your gift, please put a tag on
it describing what it is.

effective neighbors in our own back yard.

But that's all for next year. For now, let’s celebrate.
All year we have been there for the Party. This month,
let’s just be there for the party.

See you on Wednesday, December 13, for all the
festivities you can handle. Peace on earth and goodwill
toward all.

Ivan Weiss Chairman, 34th District Democrats

PO Box 860 http://www.34dems.org

Vashon WA 98070 206-463-4647
"When they@e working, we@e working
When they@e sleeping, we@e working."

Black and white does not do justice to the
beautiful, colorful costumes worn by Joyas

Mestizas, our guests for the party.
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If You Missed the Last Meeting .. .

Because this December newsletter is shorter than usual and there is no meeting in
December, the minutes of the November meeting will be in the January newsletter. But
in the meantime, here is a rundown of the meeting. Suzie Sheary, Chair of the King
County Democrats spoke to us about the December 2 KCDCC reorganization and the
district reorganizations where new officers are elected. Our reorganization will take
place at our normal meeting time on January 10. More information about this will be in
the January newsletter.

A motion was made and seconded that we pass the resolution on the Alaskan Way
Viaduct that was printed in the November newsletter. This resolution would have
resolved that the 34th District Democrats oppose the building of another elevated
structure on the waterfront. After some discussion, it was moved and seconded that the
motion to pass the resolution be tabled. By a vote of 59 to 23, the motion to table
passed. By this vote, the 34th District Democrats take no position on rebuilding the
viaduct.
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We then got a rundown of that wonderful election that
gave us all hope. Senator Erik Poulsen spoke about the
six seats picked up in the senate which increased our
majority to 31 to 18. Chris Mar even beat conservative
Brad Benson in the 6th District, a seat held by
Republicans since World War II! Rodney Tom, a
Republican who saw the light and became a Democrat,
won his Senate seat. Senator Poulsen hopes that with the
increased majority we can undo the supermajority
requirement for school levies and that we can make

equal-rights marriage more than just a symbolic fight.
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Our State Representatives Joe McDermott
and Eileen Cody were joined by 11th District
State Representative Zack Hudgins. When
Joe McDermott was elected to the legislature
in 200, it was tied, 49-49. By the middle of
2001, it was 50-48. This year there were 55
Democrats, until Rodney Tom changed
parties and it became 56-43. The Democrats
now have at least 63 seats in the house.
Eileen Cody spoke about how amazing some
of these races actually were. The 47th

District, for instance, went heavily for Bush in
2004. Zack Hudgins gave credit to Frank Chopp who recruited good candidates. We
won in areas that the Republicans never thought that they would have to defend.

City Councilmember Tom Rasmussen covered the City of Seattle. We voted down the
strip club rules, basically saying that “We don't need that. There are more important
things to do.” Proposition 1, the street levy was passed. Tom Rasmussen is concerned
about people being taxed out of their houses, but this new levy will make significant
differences in repair of the roads. It was a long ballot with lots of housekeeping charter
measures. One measure of significance would require all department directors to
answer for their work to the City Council.

King County Councilmember Dow Constantine discussed the two County propositions
that were approved. Proposition 1 will allow the County to sell property acquired in 1911
that it did not have authority to sell, and Proposition 2 will benefit transit.

[-920 and 1-933 were despicable initiatives that went down in flames. 1-937, the clean
energy initiative passed.
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Mailing Party Executive Board A
The January newsletter will include a membership There will be no executive board meeting in |
form and a return envelope, an extra step that December. & -
makes for a bit more work. The mailing party will 4 $
be held on Saturday, December 30, after ;
Christmas and before New Years Eve—a slow West Seattle Democratic Women %
time for most of us. If you can help with this Hollday Party
mailing, call Jackie Dupras at 935-9683. Instead of a meeting, there’s a party! It's on
December 21 at 11:30. Murphy’s Furniture Studio # *
i as again graciously offered the the use o ;o
White Center Food Bank as agan graciously offered the WSDW the use of /7,
Because our usual fourth Wednesday comes after :h_ew stloret_ ortt € pa;]r_tly. ere 1S muct totr(])o atin | -
Christmas, this month’s 34th District Democrats’ IS eclectic store while you are enjoying the ﬁ‘
and Fauntleroy Church’s volunteer day is company of fellow Democrats and the food and Y
December 20. Around the holidays, more people wine. As always, men are welcome. ! !
want to help out than during the rest of the year, .
which is good because there is much more to do. Notices !
But in order to use that help more efficiently, if you %
are not part of the usu_al We_dnesday night crew, 34th District Reorg anization 32!
you may be asked to fill a different time slot. Call The 34th District will elect new officers on January | ,, "
Cynthia at the White (_Zenter Food Ba_mk at 762- 10. If you are interested in becoming more
2848 to find the best time slot that will work for involved in the District, now’s the time to do it. o
both you and the food bank. More information will be in the January newsletter. # \
AV VA VA VA VA VAVAN % ".' I
| Who's George Shrub? %
' Or Dave Lippman? % .*
n George Shrub has been traveling &
# $ # throughout his globalized g‘
domain, sharing his Point of View &>'&>|
- V& . (the Right One) so that people & &
(( won®need their own. He / &
) employs anti-folk songs and
* (9% ( ) + # interventionary anthems to %
explain (and enforce) that the % !
business of America is none of
$ - ) # / 0 " your business, that unions are ) E)‘
never civil, and that the proper
FYVIVT T VY place for himself, like Wal-Mart, -,
is everywhere. L
" ! 0
/ 1 -2 ) / Lippman , meanwhile, has been "
" 0 11 A ) 5 6' ( ( trying to keep up with his ;/o
/o 4 shadow, Shrub, touring closely
) ) behind him. He continues to !
|
afflict the complacent, . E
) ! 1 - occasionally rhyming in the & %
_ / 1) 798 process. Dave has been known !
. . to take the air out of the ,
7& 1 /9 windbags of the week, de-distort
history, and rewrite the classics '
0 1 - " /s « | with parody and thrust. o
From davelippman.com Z;, (( (
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The Alaskan Way Viaduct—

What on Earth Was He Thinking?

The following letter was sent to Mayor Greg Nickels

Dear Mayor Nickels:

I noticed recently that you publicly favored a
surface street alternative to the viaduct
replacement. WOW! Surely, the limousine that

picks you up each morning from your West Seattle

home gets stuck in traffic once in a while! | am

flabbergasted that you would take such a stance.

As a twice (and sometimes four times) daily viaduct
commuter, | find the surface street alternative to be

absolutely unreasonable and an impossible
navigation that will create super gridlock, to say
nothing about asking for trouble with your many
constituents who now use the viaduct.

100,000 plus cars drive the viaduct each day. It

takes me at least 25 minutes to drive from 5" and
Blanchard to 2" and Columbia (the viaduct south

onramp) each evening as | go home from work
between 4 pm and 6:30 pm. Your surface street
proposal would have me drive 1% or 4™ Avenue

home each night with at least 50,000 other drivers.
After games, it's even worse, and taking the bus
won't help. Since we don®have the monorail or any

other transit system other than buses, we@e all
stuck in the same traffic. And | have not even
mentioned the morning commute.

Please explain you position because it is
completely unfathomable to me.

Yours in supporting a good dialogue about the
viaduct replacement,

Toni Lysen

Any answer from the Mayor will be printed in the

January newsletter.

White Center Food Bank
Thanks You

Last month, Beth Grieser, 34th District
coordinator for the White Center Food Bank,
asked for our help in making sure that the
food bank had enough turkeys to feed all the
people they serve. And you heard her and you
came through. The food bank fed 538
families, or just under 2,000 individuals. This
year, families were given the choice of a small
turkey or two chickens. There are still a few
turkeys left for Christmas. Last year they
received a turkey hindquarters or a chicken

There is still more to do, though. The cold
weather has caused many families to choose
between buying heating fuel or food for their
families. The schools were closed for
Thanksgiving and during the snow so the kids
were not at school where they receive free or
reduced price lunches. They are eating at
home and kids, especially teenagers, eat a lot,
and winter vacation is coming up. The food
bank has seen people coming in asking for
help even though they have already received
their monthly allotment of food. They simply
have no food and no money to buy it.

There is a food barrel for the White Center
Food Bank at the Admiral Safeway. Anything
you can give would be a help.

Checks can be sent to the

White Center Food Bank
10829 8th Ave SW
Seattle WA 98146

Rick Jump, the rest of the people at the White
Center Food Bank, and Beth Grieser thank
you for your support during their recent turkey
drive. It was a huge success.

Treasurer’s Report

End of October Balance...................... $8,044
November Revenues..........ccceeeeeeevevvnnnnnn. 566
November Expenditures ....................... 3,493
Balance as of November 24 ............... $5,117

Editorial Policy
The opinions expressed in submitted articles
and letters to the editor are those of the author
and not necessarily those of the 34th District
Democrats or the Executive Board. All letters
are subject to editing for space and content.
Please keep to 500 words or less. Photos and
notices of upcoming events are strongly
encouraged. Mail to Jackie Dupras,
1920 — 46th SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net.




Thursday, December 7, 7:00 p.m.

Human Rights Day 2006: Maria Hinojosa
Maria Hinojosa is managing editor and host of
Latino USA and PBS newsmagazine NOW
Town Hall Seattle, Free, no ticket required
Call 684-4540 for more information.

Monday, December 11, 7:30 p.m.

Author Jeffrey Goldberg, Prisoners: A Muslim
and a Jew Across the Middle East Divide
Downstairs at Town Hall, $5 at the door only

Wednesday, December 13,
34th District Democrats Annual Holiday Party
The Back Room at the Hall at Fauntleroy

Friday, December 15, 7:30
Seattle Labor Chorus and Si Kahn
University Unitarian Church, 35th Ave NE at 66th

Sunday, December 17, 4:00
Vashon Democrats Holiday Party
Vashon High School

Thursday, December 21, 11:30

West Seattle Democratic Women'’s

Holiday Party

Murphy’s Furniture Studio, 2940 SW Avalon Way

Wednesday, January 10; 7:00
34th District Reorganization Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
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JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats,
to Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name

Precinct

Address

Zip

Telephone E-Mail

Occupation Employer

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):

$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining

$25 Friend $50 Sponsor
$500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

Household — You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at Member level:

Name(s)

Periodically we release our member list to candidates or progressive organizations. If you do not wish
your information released, check the appropriate box or boxes.

Do not release my: E-mail

Address

Phone
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