All the Democracy You Can Handle

Hg%smm District
Democrats

“We can either settle for a country where a shrinking number of
people do really well, while a growing number of Americans
barely get by, or we can restore an economy where everyone

gets a fair shot, and everyone does their fair share, and
everyone plays by the same set of rules.”

President Obama, 2012 State Of The Union
Hello Democrats,

President Obama spoke these words the evening of January 24th and
by doing so has defined the most urgent issue of our time and the
terms of the debate for his re-election. This is not simply about the next
four years, the debate taking place across the country is about
revitalizing the middle class and restoring the American Dream. This is
about engaging our neighbors and our community to define our shared
future. This starts with us today and will continue through victory in
November and through the coming years as we, the working families
of this nation, create an America built to last.

A key part of our future is our children and the education they receive.
At February’s meeting we will discuss an important part of the
education debate: charter schools. There are two resolutions for our
consideration. One supports charter schools and one does not. There
will be time for two speakers to support each of the resolutions and
then we will vote on them separately. This is an extremely important
issue with passion on both sides and should be an interesting debate
and vote.
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Meeting Notice
February 8, 2012

6:30 Social, 7:00 Meeting
The Hall at Fauntleroy
9131 California Ave SW
Across from the YMCA

Program

Washington State Investment Trust
(Washington State Bank)

John Repp and Cindy Cole
Approval of 2012 Budget

Consideration of Resolutions:

In Support of Charter Schools in
Washington State

For Continued Prohibition of Charter
Schools in Washington State

Supporting the Funding of I-1163

Another important issue has emerged as key 2012 legislation thanks in part to our members John Repp and Cindy
Cole, and to Representative Bob Hasegawa. The Washington Investment Trust would be a state bank that is
publicly owned, bringing value to us rather than sending profits off to Wall Street. We will have a great

presentation on this proposed legislation at the February meeting.

Please mark your calendar: April 15th are our precinct caucuses and April 28th is our district caucus. You will be
hearing more and more about these two important events. If you are reading this, you will also be asked to help.

The next ten months will have huge ramifications on our community and our future. Team work, organization, and
focus will help us come out on top and open the doors to a brighter future. I'm proud to be working side by side

with you.

Cheers,

T~ Mo

Welcome to the 34th District In This Issue

Presidents Day Events...........cccoccrrcrnnneen. Page 2
Marlene Allbright, Willa Henderson, Martha Koester, Bills Sponsored by our Legislators........... Page 2
Jerome Seidl, Eric Shaffstall, and Virginia Young, new to Bulletin Board.........cccoovvmrimninninnnnsnnsnnncsannns Page 3
the 34th District from the 11th, and welcome back Philip Resolutions to be Considered....... Page 4 and 5
and Rachel Levine and George Summers, former members Meeting of January 11, 2012................... Page 6
of the 34th before being redistricted to the 11th in 2002. Caucus Information.........cccecvvvcninseniennens Page 7

Progressive Women’s Network................ Page 8




Executive Board
Chair
Tim Nuse
206-226-4849
timnuse(@gmail.com

First Vice Chair, Communications Chair
Sabra Schneider

206-313-1300

sabrak(@gmail .com

Second Vice Chair
David Ginsberg
206-369-1706
david.ginsberg(@gmail.com

Secrﬂg

LeeAnne Beres
206-932-3642
lecanne.beres(@gmail.com

Treasurer

Jeff Upthegrove
360-362-3180
Jeffuppy@yahoo.com

State Committeeman
Chris Porter

206-856-0182
cportcr34thdcm@yah<m.c()m

State Committeewoman
Marcee Stone
206-938-1963
marceestone(@msn.com

King County Committeeman,
Jimmy Haun

206-390-2761

jimmyhaun 1 @gmail.com

King County Committeeman Alternate
Dorsol Plants

206-355-7900
dorsol.plants@gmail.com

King County Committeewoman
Lisa %] mate

206-937-5050

lisaplymate (@comcast.net

King County Committeewoman Alternate
Betsy Shedd

206-722-5615

bshcdd57@yahoo.com

Bylaws Chair

Brian Earl
206-935-3731
carl95@aol.com

Diversity Chair

Tamsen Spengler
206-932-277
tamsenspengler(@q.com

Finance Chair
Walter Sive
206-933-7577
wsive(@earthlink.net

Fundraising Co-Chairs

Carol Frillman
206-935-5745
carol.meclure@att.net

Justin Anderson
206-795-7700
democrats@justinandliza.com

Hospitality Chair

Mike Heavey

206-755-1576
michaeljheavey(@hotmail.com

Legislative Action Committee Chair

Les Treall
206-948-5423
les. treall@gmail.com

Membership Committee Chair
Laura Hicks

206-949-7802
laurahicks08(@gmail.com

Outreach Committee Chair
Steve Butts

206-935-0798
swbutts@comcast.nct

PCO Coordinator
Karl de Jon,
206-409-2050
dejong@gmail.com

Program Chair
Sylvia Rolle

425-298-6379

sylviarolle(@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
ackie Dupras

206-935-9683
jdupras@quidnunc.net

Webmaster
Bill Schrier
206-937-8045
bill@schrier.org
34dems.org

Presidents Day Events
Lobby Day in Olympia

Every year, King County Democrats
sponsors a day in Olympia for all
districts in King County. Details are not
available at the time this newsletter
was printed, but in past years we have
met as a group and discussed the
Legislative Committee’s goals. Later,
during lunch, we heard from any
legislator in King County who was able
to get away from meetings. This is a
great way to get the inside scoop on
what’s happening in Olympia this
important year. Governor Gregoire has
also met with us, but only if she is able.
Last year, it was a busy day when we
were there, to put it mildly, but instead
of meeting with the Governor, we had a
surprise visit from Senator Patty
Murray, who had come from
Washington to discuss the budget. After
lunch, we usually meet with our three
legislators.

In the afternoon you are free to go
home, take a tour of the capitol, head
to Lacey for the rest of the Grass Roots
Forum, and follow it up with the Annual
Crab Feed. You may sign up on line at
kcdems.org (There is a $20 charge for
lunch and materials) and be sure to get
in touch with Les Treall, our LAC Chair
for carpool information and to discuss
where to meet.

Grass Roots Forum
and Crab Feed

The Grass Roots Forum will be held at
St. Martin’s University in Lacey from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The cost is $15
and includes lunch. The sessions
include Campaignh Messaging, How to
Become a Delegate, and Vote Builder
Training. Check wa-democrats.org/crab
for the full schedule.

The Crab Feed is scheduled to begin at
5:00 p.m., but usually you have no
trouble getting in immediately after the
Forum. Tickets are $50. The crab feast
includes, of course, crab, and also
salmon, clams, a vegetarian main dish
and various side dishes along with beer
and Washington state wine. Special
guests include Governor Chris Gregoire,
Senator Maria Cantwell and
Democratic elected officials from
around the state. If interested, contact
Jackie Dupras for ticket information. If
we get ten people pre-paid, we get our
name in the program. It’s not a big deal
but it costs us nothing extra.

2-

Contact Information for Our Legislators

Senator Sharon Nelson
Phone: 360-786-7667
District Office, 206-923-
5475
helson.sharon@leg.wa.gov
230 John A Cherberg Bldg.
P.O. Box 40434

Rep. Eileen Cody
Phone: 360-786-7978
cody.eileen@leg.wa.gov
101 Modular Building F
P.0. Box 40600

Olympia WA 98504-0600

Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon
Phone: 360-786-7952

fitzgibbon.joe@leg.wa.gov
202 Modular Building E
| P.0. Box 40600
\ Olympia WA 98504-0600

Bills Supported by our Legislators

HB 1877 Regarding Retail Checkout Bags

Sponsored by Joe Fitzgibbon and Marko Liias

This bill has been a big story in The Stranger, who loves
Joe. It would ban all plastic bags except compostable
plastic bags and those used for vegetables, meat, etc.
and would require a $.05 charge for paper. It is easy to
avoid these charges by bringing your own bag.

HB 2330: Affordable abortions for all

Sponsored by Eileen Cody

This bill would require all health-insurance policies sold in
Washington State that offer maternity coverage to also
cover abortions. It has never made much sense that
insurance companies would be required to pay for
childbirth, which is far more expensive, but not for an
abortion. Other people’s moral compasses should not
come into play in one’s own health care.

SB 5291: Regarding Signature Gatherers

This bill would create transparency in the initiative
process. It would raise the fee from $5 to $450 to $500,
would require sighature gatherers to actually sign the
back of the initiative, businesses using signature
gatherers must register with the Secretary of State; the
petition must show the full text of the measure. And Tim
Eyman hates this bill.
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Volunteer Opportunities, Meeting Announcements, Notices

34th District Democrats

White Center Food Bank Volunteer Coordinator

Beth Grieser has organized the 34th District Democrats
volunteer night at the White Center Food Bank for around five
years, when we were asked if we could provide volunteers for
an evening each month. It’s time for Beth to move on and a
new Volunteer Coordinator is needed. Contact the WCFB if you
can take over this important task, and thank you to Beth for
all the years and all the work she has done for the WCFB.

Newsletter Mailing Party
Saturday, March 3, 11:00 a.m.
Contact Jackie Dupras for location

Caucus Planning Committee

Every Monday at 6:00 p.m.

Ann Martin’s Home, 3618 SW Orchard St.

The precinct caucuses are only a couple of months away, and
the legislative district caucuses will be held a couple of weeks
after that. There’s a lot of work to be done. Certainly they
won't be as big as in 2008 because we are quite sure who our
candidate for president is, but there is still a lot of work to do.

Legislative Action Committee

Wednesday, February 1, 7:00 p.m.

Uptown Espresso in the Alaska Junction

These issues will be considered: the Governor’s transportation
proposal and her revenue proposal and alternatives,
Representative Cody’s parity bill, the Washington State
Investment Trust, Senator Nelson'’s toxic free children bill and
Joe Fitzgibbon'’s plastic bag ban bill, and stopping the charter
schools bill. If you have an issue you want to have considered
bring it to this meeting. Also at this meeting will be planning
for Lobby Day in Olympia.

Executive Board Meeting

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m.

Puget Ridge Co-Housing Common Room, 7020 18th Ave SW
As with all meetings of the 34th District Democrats, any
member is welcome to attend the meeting.

Other Democratic Events

First Thursday Democrats

Thursday, February 2, 11:30 a.m.

Daystar, Across from Westwood Village on Barton St.

All are welcome at this lunch and discussion group. Lunch is
$8 and includes coffee or tea and dessetrt. Let Lois Elenich,
932-6088, to let her know you are coming.

Evergreen Democratic Club

Tuesday, February 14, 11:30 a.m.

Angelo’s Italian Restaurant, 601 SW 153rd
Lunch is $13 and includes beverage and tip.

KCDCC Legislative Action Committee
Sunday, February 19, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Check the KCDCC website for location and agenda

West Seattle Democratic Women

Thursday, February 23, 11:30 a.m.; 10:30 Discussion

West Seattle Golf Course

Jesus Ybarra Rodriguez, a multi-faceted advocate for
achieving social, economic, and racial justice for the
immigrant and refugee communities will speak on the
“immigration” issue and how we might solve this problem.
Lunch is $12 for members, $15 for non-members or a
minimum of $5 for coffee or tea and dessert. Contact WSDW
by February 22 , 935-3216 or wsdwomen@yahoo.com to
reserve a space. Check westseattledemocraticwomen.org for
the most up to date information.

King County Democrats Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, February 28, 7:00 p.m.
Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N

Burien Drinking Liberally

Wednesday, February 22, 7:00 p.m.

Mick Kelly’s Irish Pub, 435 SW 152nd St.

Discuss those crazy Republicans over a beer (or coffee or a
soda).

Town Hall Events

Kim Ives - Politics and Disaster: The U.S. in Haiti
Wednesday, February 1, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., $5, Downstairs
Two years after the Haiti earthquake, Kim Ives offers an
exposé of diplomatic cables that reveal U.S. government
policies and practices there. Ives has analyzed internal
documents from 2003-10 released by the U.S. Embassy in
Haiti and provided to Liberté and The Nation by WikiLeaks—
documents that explain the government’s role in the coup
against former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and
its plans to profit from disaster.

5th Annual Urban Poverty Forum

Sunday, February 5, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m., $5, Downstairs

The Urban Poverty Forum exists to open a dialogue about the
systemic issues surrounding urban poverty, and to unite a
diverse community of care—including faith-based
organizations, nonprofits, and concerned citizens—in
addressing problems faced by the poorest among us.

How Wisconsin Renewed the Politics of Protest
Monday, February 20, 5:30 - 6:15 p.m., Downstairs, $5
Nichols, author of Uprising, discusses how conservatives are
trying to revoke unionizing rights nationwide in an assault
coordinated by privatizers and billionaire political donors—and
how ordinary people are fighting back.




Resolution for Support of Charter Schools in Washington State

The following resolution was submitted by Walter Sive and
Bill Schrier for consideration at our February meeting:

Whereas, the platform of the National Democratic Party
supports public charter schools; and

Whereas, the highest ranking elected Democrat in the land,
President Barack Obama, supports public charter schools; and

Whereas, “the National Education Association (NEA) believes
that charter schools and other non traditional public school
options have the potential to facilitate education reforms and
develop new and creative teaching methods that can be
replicated in traditional public schools for the benefit of all
children. Whether charter schools will fulfill this potential
depends on how charter schools are designed and
implemented, including oversight and assistance provided by
charter authorizers”; and

Whereas, the largest teachers union in the country, the
American Federation of Teachers (AFT), also supports public
charter schools; and

Whereas, public charter schools are now a mainstream option
in 41 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico; and

Whereas, more than 20 urban school districts around the
country now partner with public charter schools to create
system-wide improvements; and

Whereas, public charter schools are serving a more diverse
group of students than traditional public schools; and

Whereas, high quality public charter schools are successfully
closing achievement gaps; and

Whereas, parents want public charter schools, as evidenced
by waiting lists that include 420,000 students; and

Whereas, high quality public charter schools give underserved
parents a choice and voice in their children’s education; and

Whereas, high quality public charter schools can act as
laboratories of reform, identifying successful practices that
can be replicated by traditional public schools; and

Whereas, high quality public charter schools offer teachers
autonomy not typically found in traditional public schools; and

Whereas, Washington State ranks 37t in the nation in high
school graduation rates; and

Whereas, Washington State has entrenched income and
racial achievement gaps; and

Whereas, if Washington State continues on its current path, it
will take 105 years to close the achievement gap; and

Whereas, low income and minority parents should have
access to great schools for their children; and

Whereas, only 11% of African American and Hispanic

students in South Seattle and South King County schools are
on track to get a certificate with labor market value, or a
career credential, or a college degree; and

Whereas, KIPP, one of several high performing public
charter school networks, serves 32,000 students (85% are
from low income families, 95% are African American or
Hispanic), 95% of whom have graduated from high school;
and

Whereas, a high quality public education system is the
cornerstone of a prosperous, free and just society; and

Whereas, children trapped in low performing schools are
particularly vulnerable; and

Whereas, fighting for the most vulnerable is supposed to be
what the Democratic Party stands for; and

Whereas, the Washington State Democrats and King County
Democrat’s defense of an educational status quo that poorly
serves low income and minority Kids is not in the best
interests of our children or their families; and

Whereas, Washington State Democrats intransigence on
public charter schools will prove to be a political liability;

Therefore be it resolved, that we 34th District Democrats
strongly advocate for the passage of a public charter school
law in Washington State that provides opportunities for our
educationally disadvantaged students.

Be it further resolved that Washington State’s public charter
school law takes advantage of 20 years of lessons learned in
other states and focuses on strong accountability for
authorizers and schools.

Be it finally resolved that we 34th District Democrats urge
our legislators to work to support a public charter school law
for Washington State that focuses on giving educationally
disadvantaged students access to high quality public charter
schools. Copies of this resolution shall be sent to our 34th
District legislators, Governor Gregoire, and Superintendent of
Public Education Randy Dorn.

Resolution for Continued
Prohibition of Charter Schools in
Washington State

Whereas the platforms of the King County Democrats and the
Washington State Democrats specifically oppose publicly
funded charter schools and vouchers; and

Whereas the voters of Washington State have defeated
charter measures three times; and

Whereas peer-reviewed research shows that 83% of charter
schools perform no better, and often worse, than public
schools; and

Whereas most charter schools serve only a select group of
students; and



Whereas children with severe disabilities are rarely allowed
access to charter schools, students who do not meet school
performance goals are “counseled out” of charter schools; and
charter school populations are more segregated and less
diverse than public schools; and

Whereas students are required to compete for positions in
charter schools, rather than the open enrollment of public
schools;

Whereas the financial instability of charter schools causes
many of them to fail and close—sometimes in mid-year—
creating greater instability in a community; and

Whereas Washington State is experiencing a prolonged fiscal
and budgetary crisis, while charter school legislation would
require substantial additional revenue; and

Whereas charter schools receive public funds but receive
limited local or state oversight; and

Whereas some charter schools shift public moneys to private
for-profit firms; and

Whereas charter schools often hire less qualified and
inexperienced teachers to control their costs; and

Whereas charter school teachers are required to work longer
hours and take on additional responsibilities with the same or
less pay than their counterparts in public schools;

Therefore be it resolved, that we Democrats strongly advocate
for continued prohibition of charter schools in Washington
State, and

Be it further resolved that we as Democrats 1) reject the
emphasis on charter schools as the vanguard approach for the
education of children, instead of focusing attention, funding,
and policy advocacy on improving existing public schools and
2) will work through local, state and federal legislative
processes to ensure that all public schools are provided the
necessary funding and support necessary to educate all
students; and

Be it finally resolved that we Democrats urge our legislators to
oppose charter schools and to work to support and to
adequately fund public schools to educate all children to their
highest potential.

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to all King County
legislators, Governor Gregoire, and Superintendent of Public
Education Randy Dorn.

34th District
Democrats

A Resolution Supporting
Funding of 1-1163

This resolution is presented by Kimber Starr

Whereas the voters of Washington State overwhelming
passed I-1163 for the second time in three years, stating loud
and clear that better training for home care workers is a
priority;

Whereas I-1163 passed overwhelmingly in all of Washington’s
39 counties, and with more than 65 percent of the vote
overall;

Whereas in 2008, 1-1029 passed with more than 72 percent
of the vote, as more than three million Washingtonians
supported these common sense protections for seniors and
people with disabilities;

Whereas public safety officials have regularly cited a lack of
training as a cause of abuse and neglect in adult family and
boarding homes, citations of which increased 15 percent from
2008-2010, after voters first called for these reforms;

Whereas it is time the state legislature creates a balanced
approach toward solving the budget crisis facing Washington
- no longer focusing solely on cuts, but creating a
comprehensive revenue package. We can no longer attempt
to balance our budget on the backs of our most vulnerable,
our seniors and people with disabilities;

Now, Therefore, the 34t District Democrats call for the
Washington State legislature to provide funding for I-1163
with a balanced budget that includes an appropriate revenue

Washington State Democrats
Presidents Day Crab Feed

Monday, February 20, 5:00 p.m.
St. Martin’s University Pavilion
5300 Pacific Ave SE in Lacey

Special Guests
Governor Chris Gregoire
Senator Maria Cantwell

Democratic Elected Officials
from around the State

A feast of Dungeness Crab E
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In Case You Missed Our Last Meeting. ..

The meeting was called to order shortly after 7:00

Chair’s Report

2012 is going to be a big year. Tim Nuse made a call to arms
to get our friends, family and neighbors engaged in re-electing
President Obama, Senator Cantwell, and Representative Jim
McDermott, and electing Jay Inslee governor.

Anyone who reads the West Seattle Blog knows that the home
of animal advocate Teri Ensley, director

of Furry Faces Foundation, F3, was
damaged considerably due to a
house fire. What many may not know
is that Teri is a member of the 34th
District Democrats. Teri has given
much to the community with her
foundation, which helps those with
few resources to feed and care for
their cats, and to help with spaying
and neutering. Her house was used
for storing supplies for Furry Faces, and much of it was lost.
It's time to give back. A hat was passed around and we
collected over $100. If you were not at the meeting and would
like to help Teri, you may do so at furryfaces.org/donations

!
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Sabra Schneider recognized Tamsen Spengler for bringing two
new people to our meeting: Sopha Danh of the Cambodian
Cultural Alliance of Washington, and Pharin Thuang.

Congressman Jim McDermott is hosting a fundraising event at
Beveridge Place Pub on Monday, January 30. Tickets are $35
plus two cans of food for the Food Bank, or $50.

Mike Heavey was recognized for his work as Hospitality Chair.

Timothy Anderson, State Director of Coordinated Campaign
Before his presentation, Timothy commented that of all the
legislative districts around the state where he has spoken, the
34th District has, by far, the largest turnout at its meetings.

Elections are not just about winning elections, but are about
community and contributing something lasting for the cause.

The goals of the coordinated campaign are simple: win
elections for Democrats by turning out people who vote for
Democratic candidates. Timothy wants this goal to be
compatible with the goals of local organizations such as our
34th District. The campaighn is big on training in order for
people to learn how to lead a canvass or phone bank, recruit
volunteers, enter data, and a whole host of other activities.
The plan for the year is still taking shape, but the coordinated
campaign will be heavily involved in the Obama, Cantwell and
Inslee campaigns. April will be a key kickoff with activity
heating up in June, so stay tuned.

Brian Bennett, Mayor of Burien

Brian Bennett, the new Mayor of Burien, spoke about the
threatened closure of King County libraries in Boulevard Park
and in White Center and the building of one facility in another
location. These neighborhoods would lose a valuable resource
to those in these communities, especially the youth. The
Library Board needs to hear from people that closing these
libraries would have a detrimental effect on their

neighborhoods. Brian had only a short time to talk and
promised to come back and talk about Burien’s priorities.

Josh Friedes, Equal Rights Washington

Josh Friedes, Director of Marriage for ERW, is convinced that
this is the year that the bill for marriage equality will pass the
legislature. The votes are there in the House and they are
working to get the votes in the Senate, and in the last couple
of days, two Republican Senators have signed on. Governor
Gregoire is on board and has said she will sign the bill when it
passes. Those of us in progressive districts need to understand
how hard a lift this will be across the state where marriage
equality is not understood. but, on the other side, younger
voters are excited about it as an important civil rights issue.
We will win when we tell our personal stories about why
marriage matters, whether we are gay, lesbian or straight. He
invited all of us to support marriage equality, a Washington
value, on Marriage Equality Day, February 16. Washington
United for Marriage is the coalition working on this bill. For
updates, be sure to like it on Facebook. If you can volunteer to
help, phone banks are working Monday through Thursday and
oh the weekends and they can always use more help.

Redistricting Review

Maps of the new Congressional Districts and the new 34th
Legislative District were presented. The whole of the 34th
District is now in the 7th Congressional District. In the old 7th,
most of the southern half of Burien was in the 9th. Most of
Seattle is still in the 7th, which now extends north to
Edmonds, but a small part of the eastern part of Seattle is
now in the 9th, the new majority minority district. The 1st
District now extends to the Canadian Border.

If you are now in the 34th District, you are still in the 34th
District. No changes were made north of SW 102nd in White
Center or south of SW 160th in Burien. Our boundary will
extend to SR 599 between these two streets. Presently it runs
mostly along 4th Ave SW with jogs west to 6th and 8th.

New Business

The resolution in support of I-502, the initiative that would
legalize but regulate and tax marijuana, passed easily.

Les Treall announced that we need a new coordinator to
organize our volunteers at the White Center Food Bank. The
34th District Democrats have committed to provide volunteers
on the fourth Wednesday of each month for the last six or
seven years. By providing volunteers on this day on an ongoing
basis, the Food Bank has been able to keep the doors open for
their clients. A big thank you to Beth Grieser who has faithfully
served in this position for at least six years.

Good of the Order

Marvin Rosete, Vice Chair of the 11th District Democrats and
bringer of delicious foods to our meetings, informed us that
three members of the 11th District Democrats Executive
Board are now in the 34th District. One of these is Chair
Martha Koester, and another is George Summers, an old
friend of the 34th District Democrats before he was
redistricted into the 11th. Welcome back, George. And
welcome Marlene Albright who is new to the 34th District.



2012 Caucuses and Convention

In 2008, Washington State broke a national record for it's
248,458 Democrats attending precinct caucuses. In the 34th
district we had over 10,000 Democrats attending. This year,
we certainly don’t expect that many attendees because
obviously there isn't any mystery as to who our candidate will
be for 2012.

Effect of Redistricting

Democrats will attend the 2012 caucus in their new districts.
A few of these precincts are split between two districts. We
have three precincts that are partially in the 34th and partially
in the 33rd. These are BUR 33-0729,, BUR 33-0515, BUR 33-
0281 and BUR 33-1067. The County will establish new
boundaries so that the whole of the precinct is in one district,
but it is unlikely that this will happen before the precinct
caucuses. According to the rules set by the Washington State
Democratic Central Committee, the chairs of the 34th and
33rd Districts will meet to decide which district’s caucus the
Democrats in these precincts will attend this year.

All of our new precincts from 11th District are wholly in the
34th. These precincts are Sylvan, Glasgow, Bernice, BUR 11-
0900, BUR 11-0913, BUR 11- 0033, BUR 0824, BUR 0298,
BUR 0377. In addition we have gained all of BUR 33-0710
from the 33rd along with the portions of those precincts listed
in the above paragraph.

Caucus and Convention Schedule

Precinct Caucuses: Sunday, April 15

Legislative District Caucuses: Saturday April 28, 10:00 a.m.
King County Convention: Sunday, April 29, 10:00 a.m.

7th Congressional District Caucus: May 20

Washington State Convention (in Seattle): June 1

Letters and Submitted Articles

We are Democrats, and like most Democrats we have strong
opinions and like to express them. We welcome letters and
articles. In addition we welcome your stories for our My Life
series about how government policies or programs have
affected you.

All submissions are subject to editing. If submissions need to
be shortened, you will be given the option of editing your own
work.

Photos and notices of upcoming events are always welcome.
The deadline for the March newsletter is February 24. Mail to

Jackie Dupras, 1920 46th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98116 or
jdupras@quidnunc.net. Phone 206-935-9683.

Progressive Women’s
Network of Washington

On Saturday, January 21, the organization Progressive
Majority held a fundraising event designed to launch a new
project, the Progressive Women’s Network of Washington.
The 34th District Democrats were well represented, with
Marcee Stone hosting a table consisting of Kari Feeney, Aileen
Sison, Sharon Huling, and Layne Bautista.

Progressive Majority’s mission is to recruit, train, and elect
progressive candidates at the state and local levels. This hew
project/network aims to build a robust, diverse, and
sustainable network of women from all walks of life to
identify, mentor, and support progressive women to run for
office, particularly women of color, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender, and young women.

The launch event’s agenda presented us with several high
quality, inspirational speakers. Some were state legislators,
including Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown and State
Representative Laurie Jinkins. There were also
representatives from such significant organizations as
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest (Elaine Rose),
Washington State Nurses Association (Sofia Aragon), and the
National Organization of Women (Lonnie Johns-Brown).

The purpose of the Progressive Women’s Network is to not
only increase the percentage of women in our legislature and
other offices, but to affect change by promoting female
candidates who will work toward social and economic justice,
civil rights, access to healthcare, strong public education,
environmental conservation, and reproductive freedom, not
just because these are progressive goals, but because they
are the right things to pursue in order to guarantee a socially
just society and a truly representative democracy.

Kristina Logsdon of Win/Win Network and Ballot Initiative
Network spoke of common thinking among women that
prevents them from running for office ... thoughts of
unworthiness or lack of experience and uncertainties about
their readiness. She pointed out the disparity between the
percentages of young people and people of color within the
eligible voting population and the percentages of
corresponding populations within the electorate. We were
reminded by Lonnie that, with regard to the state budget, it
makes a difference who sits on and/or chairs certain
committees and what bills make it to the floor. The things we
value and want to promote may not happen unless we work
together to get more women into positions that will influence
issues that affect women.

Progressive Majority is attempting to raise the needed
financial resources to hire a full-time coordinator for this
project to move it forward, as well as seeking dedicated
resources and people willing to give their time. All in all, it
was a great way to spend a Saturday morning. Even with lots
of slushy snow left on the ground, attendance at the event was
impressive. For more information, feel free to talk to Marcee,
Sharon, Kari, Aileen, or Layne, or check out
www.progressivemajority.org/womensnetworkwa.

Respectfully submitted by
Layne Bautista



PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

A PAID
34th District

SEATTLE WA
Democrats PERMIT NO 12504
Newsletter Editor

1920 46th Ave SW

Seattle WA 98116

Return Service Requested

JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January -December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $34 Friend of the 34th $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)




