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In Case You Missed Our Last Meeting.

The meeting was called to order a little after 7:00

In his report, Tim Nuse reminded everyone about upcoming
events and told us of the death of David Rosendale, a
former member who had moved to Kennewick. We also
heard about the death of carpenter Vanessa Downing and
passed the hat. Because of a peculiar reading of the Jones
Act, it is unlikely that her survivors will receive any
compensation even though she was died as a result of a job
injury.

Our Parliamentarian, Jimmy Haun explained various
motions and how to raise them according to Robert’'s Rules
of Order. Use of parliamentary procedure makes meetings
more accessible and protects the right of the minority. He
recommended that everyone have a copy of Parliamentary
Procedure at a Glance. He showed us his well-worn, well-
used 61-year old copy. You can get a copy online and it will
make you a parliamentary genius.

Colin Bartz-Oberman introduced Lindsay Pasternak,
Regional Field Director for King County and spoke about
recent work in our district. Walk lists have been prepared for
all PCOs to help the campaign complete voter identification
on selected registrants in each precinct. The best interaction
is face-to-face. These lists of “soft Dems” or irregular voters
may be crucial to re-electing Senator Patty Murray.

Tax Reform and 1-1098

The topic for the night’s program was Tax Reform and
Initiative 1098. The guest speaker was Marilyn Watkins from
the Economic Opportunity Institute who spoke on the topic
of Tax Reform and Initiative 1098. Her organization supports
the initiative. Our tax structure is based on the sales tax,
which is not only regressive but it's not working, and she
presented statistics to prove her point.

Washington fell from No. 17 to No. 37 in a period of fifteen
years. Our current tax structure can'’t bring in more revenue
without hurting families. By adding a 5% income tax for
those making $200,000 or $400,000 for couples, a 9% tax
for those making over $500,000 or one million for couples,
we can bring in $1 billion a year, and still reduce the
property tax and eliminate the B&O on small businesses.

A couple making $500,000 a year would be paying a net
new tax of $4,382 a year. But even with the new tax, only
11% of revenue would come from income tax, which is less
than most states.

In the state’s current tax system top earners really get off
the hook. People in the lowest income level pay 17% of their
income in state and local taxes, but those with the highest
income pay only 2% of their income in taxes. the average in
other states is 10%/5%. In Idaho, not known for its
liberalism, the ratio is 8%/5%.

The opposition will be running a lot of attack ads. To answer
those who say it's a slippery slope toward an income tax for
all, she notes that the initiative specifies that any change
has to to to a vote of the people. For those who argue that

those having to pay the tax will go to another state, where will
they go? Washington is one of seven states without an
income tax.

The time is right. The budget crisis and an effective coalition
make this our best shot in a generation to make a change in
our tax structure and to fulfill the promises for funding
education .

Burien City Council

Last month’s focus was on the Seattle City Council. This
month we concentrated on Burien. Councilmember Brian
Bennett spoke about the issues unique to Burien including
annexation including the rest of North Highline, including
White Center. He feels that North Highline has the potential to
be one of the most thriving, dynamic communities in our
region, and they need strong representation—we need to
make sure that they get it. He personally favors giving them
the opportunity to join Burien.

He also spoke about public access to Lake Burien. He
explains that he doesn’t have the votes, but he would like
Lake Burien open up to public access. Right now the lake is
completely private with no public access. 4

New Business
We elected Sabra Schneider our new King County
Committeewoman, Alternate.

Tim Bosworth was appointed PCO in SEA 34-1529.

Senator Joe McDermott asked to suspend the rules to
endorse the Approve Referendum 52 campaign which would
“use existing funding sources to retrofit aging and unsafe
school buildings across Washington state, modernize them
with energy-saving building improvements, and reduce
pollutants in schools to create healthy learning environments
for our kids.” The motion to suspend the rules passed, as did
the motion to endorse the referendum. McDermott explained
that this was a referendum to the voters after a bill that was
proposed during the last legislative session by Representative
Hans Dunshee passed.

Karl deJong moved to suspend the rules to endorse a Reject
[-1082 position. The motion to suspend the rules passed, as
did the motion to endorse.

Good of the Order

Chris Porter reminded us that the Garden Party can only be
successful if every member participates in one way or
another.

Eileen Cody has campaign signs for her campaign.

Mike Heavey spoke about the Admiral Neighborhood
Association’s Summer Concerts at Hiawatha.

Susan Mahoney, candidate for District Court Judge
introduced herself.

The meeting adjourned at 8:53.
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JOIN THE 34TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS!

Sign up by filling out this form and mailing it with a check made payable to the 34th District Democrats, to
Membership, 34th District Democrats, 6523 California Ave SW, Box 183, Seattle, WA 98136-1879

Name Phone

Address Zip

E-Mail Occupation

Employer Address

*Required by voter approved Public Disclosure Act.

Contributions are not tax deductible.

Contribution Level Per Person Per Calendar Year (January —December):
$15 Basic Dues $3 Living Lightly $34 Friend of the 34th $50 Sponsor
$100 Benefactor $250 Sustaining $500 Underwriter $1,000 Endowment

You may add additional persons at same address for $10 per person at the Basic level:

Name(s)




[

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
SEATTLE WA
PERMIT NO 12504
I " #$
#0$ %!
& #" &'
.+ 68&&%4 + (((44) 44 %

# + && 744 %
8% $

+ &7 844%

* -

= >

# o+ &8 T44%
o 0p
74(4 88 +

I
2 # 1 #
! - 484 6 + #

+  ( 6:44)8:44%
#
$ % (&1 +

#  + (6 744%
o1/

" D *E 6 1# &6(
L+ (5 &&4
#1 = $
. 1% (&& 4
$
+ # C




